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Reconstruction

In A Nutshell
Reconstruction, the immediate aftermath of the Civil War, was one of the most revolutionary

episodes in American history. The war had opened the door to far- reaching changes in

American society. In the twelve years that followed the Confederate surrender at Appomattox,

the United States pursued some of its noblest values and committed some of its darkest

betrayals. By the end of Reconstruction, the federal government and its citizenry, in both the

North and the South, would be forever transformed. The legacy of Reconstruction would be

debated for over a century, until the Civil Rights Movement set out to finish what

Reconstruction had begun.
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Brain Snacks - Trivia
By some scholarly estimates, the 4 million men, women, and children emancipated from 

slavery in 1865 represented some $4-6 billion in invested capital. Remarkably, an estimated 

80% of black officeholders during Reconstruction were literate, though it had been a crime to
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learn to read under slavery.
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