DRAFT

Notes from Unami Middle School Visit                        February 26, 2009

Schedule –


7 period day plus lunch and a 30 minute resource period at the end of 

day four times a week with SSR on the fifth.  Students return to their last academic class for resource.  Staff considers the resource period essential.

Periods are 47 minutes with a 3 minute passing time.

Homeroom is included in first period adding 5 minutes to the class.

Day starts at 7:33 and ends at 2:30.  Schedule does not rotate.

A / B Day rotation for specials and PE.  Music is taken as an elective in place of some specials.

Grades 7,8 and 9. Full teaming in 7 & 8.  Social Studies and English blocked in 9th for a team.

About 950 students.  11% have IEPs.

8 full time special ed teachers – one per grade level, 1 AS, 1 ES, 1 MDS, 1 part time (mostly self-contained), and 1 facilitator who teaches 3/5 of a load and has supervisory duties.

9 EA’s  (7 LS and 2 MDS).  EA’s usually support 3 or 4 classes and have 1 clerical period.  To be hired EA’s need to have associate degree, some are certified teachers.

ES students are mostly in regular ed classes.  Can be self-contained.

Students appeared to be less diverse than ours.  Classified students seemed pretty strong.

Levels of support – 

Main stream

Co-taught classes

EA support classes

Self-contained (minimal) about 3 students

Reading levels are used for placements. Co-taught students typically read 2 to 3 years below grade level.  EA supported students are approximately one year below grade level.  All data is presented on spreadsheets.

The LS teacher assigned to a grade co-teachers on one team and oversees students on the other team supported by an EA.  Co-taught classes can be heavy with classified students (17/24 in 9th  & 14/24 in 8th)  and EA supported classes usually have about 5 classified students.  

Language Arts is in a 90 minute block.  Needier classified students take Read 180 in a small setting. 13 out of 27 in eighth grade are in Read 180 while the other 14 are in a regular ed LA class.

Other computer assisted classes – Criterion Writing and Saxon Math.

Co-teaching is mostly in Science and Social Studies.

Multiple levels in math.  Similar to ours with the addition of the computer assisted course.  Because of so many math levels, very few math goals are written.  The Read 180 and the variety of Math levels take care of special needs in those areas. 

In an eighth grade Social Studies co-taught class, model was lead and support.  Opening exercise was whole group.  Half way into period, support teacher took half the class to “the small room” to work on a reading.  Other students remained with academic teacher to work on a “document based question”.  Modifications are made on assessments. Essays might be persuasive vs. informational.  Agenda on board showed additional tasks for this class compared to other eighth grade SS classes. 

Planning time – co-teachers do have common planning time, would like more.  Much communicating is done on the run.  No planning time for EA’s and teachers.

“On Line IEP” is used, paperless.  Grades on line is helpful for the special ed teachers to keep up to date on student progress in classes. 

9th grade Science Class supported with an EA. 7 / 26 students are classified.  Teacher works in a conventional style.  EA sits at a table with three students, takes notes, redirects and strongly supports one student.  Other students appeared to be fine in class.

Regular ed teachers make modifications and adaptations for assignments and assessments.  Differentiated instruction is a regular practice.  Small study groups are available to all.

All staff interviewed seemed reasonably satisfied with their program.  

