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Understanding Fractions
Name:__________________________________

Joan and Keith were baking cakes the other night.  Joan baked a large cake, while Keith baked a small one.  When the cakes were done, they tried to figure out a way to share.
Joan: I’ll give you 2/5 of my cake, and you can give me 2/5 of your cake.  We will both get the same amount of cake because the fractions are the same.

Keith: I think that if I give you 2/5 of my cake, you should give me about 1/3 of your cake.  Since my cake is smaller, I should get a smaller fraction of your cake.

Whose method do you think is more appropriate? Why?

In your answer, be sure to use drawings of cakes or fraction bars.




