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WASHINGTON STATE CBA (CLASSROOM-BASED ASSESSMENT):
CAUSES OF CONFLICT
The Causes of Conflict CBA states, “A conflict can have many causes. To avoid and resolve
conflicts, it helps to understand these causes. You will develop a position in which you explain the
causes of a conflict.”
DIRECTIONS TO STUDENTS
In a cohesive paper or presentation, you will:
1) State a position on the main causes of a conflict.
2) Provide background on the conflict by describing three or more of the following:
• Who was involved in the conflict,
• What the conflict was,
• When the conflict took place, and
• Where the conflict took place.

3) Provide background on the causes of the conflict by explaining two or more
factors that helped cause the conflict.
4) Provide reasons for you position that include:
• An analysis of how the conflict may not have occurred if not for one or more

of the main causal factors to support the position,
OR
• An evaluation of why at least one factor is more important than others.

5) Make explicit references within the paper or presentation to three or more credible
sources that provide relevant information AND cite sources within the paper,
presentation, or bibliography.
For more information, please see the following OSPI web pages:
• OSPI’s instruction for teachers and students: Washington State Social Studies CBA Causes

of Conflict (Middle School)
http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/WASL/SocialStudies/BridgingDocuments/
MiddleSch08/MiddleSchHistory-CausesOfConflict-CBA.PDF
• Examples of completed exemplar student papers including rubric scores:

http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/WASL/SocialStudies/BridgingDocuments/
MiddleSch08/MiddleSchHistory-CausesOfConflict-SampleMaterials.pdf
The graphic organizer (Handout #1.1 or 1.2) and scoring rubric (Handout #5) for this CBA are
available at the end of this document and at the OSPI website: http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment
/WASL/SocialStudies/MiddleSchool.aspx.
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SUMMARY/ABSTRACT
Students will learn about the causes of conflict in the increasingly important oil producing country
of Nigeria. This West African nation is the most populated on the continent and one of the most
diverse with over 400 languages and 250 distinct ethnic groups. In addition to its widespread
diversity, Nigeria is nearly equally split religiously between Muslims and Christians. Since
independence from Britain in 1960, Nigeria has struggled to develop political and economic
stability, diffuse ethnic conflict, protect human rights, and distance itself from the legacy of
colonialism. Nigeria’s place in the global economy took a giant leap forward with the discovery of
oil in southern Niger Delta region. Although Nigeria has become one of the top ten oil producers
in the world and one of the leading exporters to the United States, it has had billions of revenues
go unaccounted for and the standard of living for the majority of the population has actually
decreased. Seventy percent of Nigerians live on less than $1 a day and ninety percent live on less
then $2 a day. Despite supporting the nation with its oil reserves, the Niger Delta region has
become a conflict zone due to its lack of development, poverty, environmental degradation, and
growing militancy. It has become a hot zone that threatens to seriously damage any hope of
progress.
In this lesson, students will uncover and analyze the causes of conflict in Nigeria, with specific
emphasis on oil and the Niger Delta region. Students will develop an understanding of the
challenges Nigerians face and then be able to clearly articulate through a paper or presentation the
reasons behind these challenges. An optional extension of the lesson gives students an opportunity to propose possible solutions. At the conclusion of the lesson, students will certainly become
more aware of Nigeria’s increasing importance to the United States as one of its leading oil
exporters.
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS FOR STUDENTS
• What impact has the discovery and production of oil had on Nigerian society - politically,

economically, socially, and environmentally?
• How has the legacy of colonialism impacted Nigeria’s political, economic, and social

stability?
• Even though Nigeria is one of the world’s leading oil producers, why does the majority of

the population live in poverty and how has that contributed to national conflicts?
• What is corruption and why is Nigeria considered to be one of the most corrupt countries

in the world?
• What methods have local citizens chosen to express their dissatisfaction with high levels of

unemployment, lack of basic necessities and educational opportunities, and disregard for
democratic practices?
• How has environmental degradation contributed to inter-ethnic conflict and the rise of

militant groups in the Niger Delta?
• What role can local citizens play, within and outside Nigeria, to resolve or alleviate the

current conflict?
• How can we compare and contrast the conflict in Nigeria to other countries? If so, what

are the similarities and differences?
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SESSION I: INTRODUCTION –
CAUSES OF CONFLICT IN NIGERIA
STEP ONE – BRAINSTORMING ACTIVITY
Begin your class by asking students to briefly respond to the following question: “What causes
conflict in our in own lives, our community, our nation, and our world?” Give students a few
minutes to work with a partner and write down as many ideas as they can. After students have
discussed this question with a partner, have students share their responses with the entire class.
Write student responses on the board and discuss their conclusions as a class.
STEP TWO – ARTICLE AND CHARTING ACTIVITY
Handout the article “Blood Flows with Oil in Poor Nigerian Villages.” This article can be found
at: http://www.nytimes.com/2006/01/01/international/africa/01nigeria.html. Before students
read the article, ask them to consider what they think the article will be about. Next, have students
read and highlight the main points in the article. Focus student reading around the following
question: “What are the causes of conflict in Nigeria?” After students have finished reading the
article, have students complete a graphic organizer around the theme “Causes of Conflict in
Nigeria.” Students will complete this with details from the reading. You can either distribute
Handout #1.1 to get the students rolling or Handout #1.2 (which is blank). This will give
students a good overview of many of the issues presently facing Nigeria.
Have students make a list of five important vocabulary terms from the reading and write a
statement at the bottom of their chart that summarizes the main idea of the article. They can use
the other side of the graphic organizer to do this.
After students have finished, lead a class discussion and discuss their conclusions. Do any of their
answers connect with those discussed during the brainstorming activity? Can students think of
examples of similar conflicts in other places?
STEP THREE – MAPPING ACTIVITY
It is important that students have a general knowledge of Nigeria’s geography. This map activity
will familiarize students with the basics.
Distribute Handout #2 (blank map of Nigeria) and have students use atlases to complete the
following:
• Identify the following cities: Abuja (capital), Lagos, Port Harcourt, Benin, Warri, Kano,

Ibadan.
• Label and color the Niger River.
• Label neighboring countries and bodies of water.
• Identify the four states of the Niger Delta (Delta, Rivers, Bayelsa, and Akwaibom) Shade

each a separate color.
• Shade the rest of Nigeria one color.
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SESSION II: GOING DEEPER – WHAT DO WE KNOW
ABOUT NIGERIA?
STEP ONE – ACTIVITY: WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT NIGERIA QUIZ
Begin today’s lesson with the short quiz, “What do we know about Nigeria?” (Handout #3).
Give students some time to answer as many of the questions as they can based on their prior
knowledge and/or what they learned on the first day of the unit. This a good activity that will get
students thinking about some interesting background facts, figures, and issues around Nigerian
history, politics, economics, and culture. Which of these questions/answers reveal information or
insights related to the causes of conflict in Nigeria? Discuss the answers as a class.
Note: all of the answers are TRUE.
STEP TWO – SLIDES: “A BLEAK LANDSCAPE?”
Students enjoy looking at visual images. This is a good opportunity to engage student interest
through pictures as well as connect them to the theme of the unit (Causes of Conflict). See the
slides that are attached to this unit. Download these fourteen slides onto your computer. You will
need a PowerPoint projector and screen. Before sharing these slides with your class, you may want
to review the “thumbnail” versions below with background information. Encourage students to
look closely at each of the slides and ask questions or volunteer insights to the class about what
they see. This activity will give students some visual information to apply to what they are reading
about.
SLIDES AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION
1) Thatched house near a creek – Poverty and a lack of
basic necessities has contributed to widespread unrest in the
Niger Delta.

2) Toilet facilities – Lack of basic necessities creates civil unrest toward the government.
.

3) Drinking water – Basic necessities like clean drinking water
are difficult to come by in the Niger Delta.
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4) Gas flares – Have contributed to acid rain and environmental degradation which has outraged local communities and
made it difficult for them to sustain their traditional livelihood
(using the sea).

5) Gas flare by night.

6) Oil platform – A photo of an oil platform and gas flare –
Nigeria is one of the world’s leading oil producers and many
international oil companies operate out the Niger Delta region.

7) Oil well – This oil well divides a local village in the creeks.

8) A local village classroom – A lack of teachers, schools, and
educational materials has frustrated local communities.

9) Local youth – Raphael is a young man who is looking for
work and opportunities. High unemployment in the Niger
Delta has pushed many young villagers to join militias.

10) Dredging of canals/oil pipelines – This practice has
created environmental degradation and provoked unrest and
resentment.
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11) Oil companies and corruption – Billions of dollars of oil
have been pumped out of the Niger Delta, yet local communities have not seen much of the revenues.

12) Local students have hope for the future.

13) Lack of healthcare and educational resources for local
communities.

14) Niger Delta friendship library – Built to foster conflict
resolution and provide much needed resources for local communities.

STEP THREE – GOING DEEPER: CAUSES OF CONFLICT IN NIGERIA
This project will allow students to focus on a particular topic related to the causes of conflict in
Nigeria. Students will have an opportunity to further their research skills, use technology, and
apply what they learn by producing a creative product. Students will present their topic and
product to the class, thus giving all of the students in the class a chance to learn about these issues,
events, and topics that have led to conflict in Nigeria.
This will probably take three or four days to complete. Students will work in pairs. Listed below
are five topics with corresponding resources. Encourage students to choose a topic that interests
them either from this list or the ones mentioned under “other possible topics.” Additional student
resources are provided on Handout #4.
1) Impact/Legacy of British Colonialism (Divide and Rule)
BBC NEWS: COUNTRY PROFILE ON NIGERIA
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/country_profiles/1064557.stm
NY TIMES LEARNING NETWORK: WHEN THINGS FALL APART
http://www.nytimes.com/learning/teachers/lessons/20000112wednesday.html?
searchpv=learning_lessons
THE ECONOMIST: COUNTRY BRIEFING ON NIGERIA
http://www.economist.com/countries/Nigeria/
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2) Nigeria’s Religious Diversity (Christians and Muslims)
USIP: RESPONDING TO CRISIS IN NIGERIA (April 2006)
http://www.usip.org/pubs/usipeace_briefings/2006/0426_nigeria.html
SEATTLE TIMES: CHRISTIANS DEFEND ATTACKS ON MUSLIMS IN
NIGERIA (February 24, 2006)
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2002825506_cartoons24.html
HRW: REVENGE IN THE NAME OF RELIGION (May 2005)
http://hrw.org/reports/2005/nigeria0505/
3) Oil: The Resource Curse? Competition Over Resources and the Inequitable
Distribution of Income
CFR: NIGERIAN’S LOOK FOR RESULTS (September 5, 2007)
http://www.cfr.org/publication/14123/nigerians_look_for_results.html?
breadcrumb=%2F
NPR: OIL MONEY DIVIDES NIGERIA
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=4803867
GLOBALIZATION 101: THE RESOURCE CURSE
http://www.globalization101.org/index.php?file=issue&pass1=subs&id=355
4) Environmental Degradation - Gas Flares, Oil Spills, Dredging of Canals
NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC: NIGERIAN OIL (February 2007)
http://www7.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/0702/feature3/index.html
THE CURSE OF OIL (2003)
http://www.filmsduvillage.com/fiche_imp.php?langue=en&id=240
http://www.zarafa-films.com/
SWEET CRUDE (2008)
http://www.sweetcrudemovie.com/
5) Poverty and its Impact on Nigerian Society (Unemployment, Lack of Health Care
and Other Basic Necessities Such as Clean Drinking Water, Electricity, etc)
NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC: NIGERIAN OIL (February 2007)
http://www7.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/0702/feature3/index.html
ISN: THE POVERTY OF OIL WEALTH IN NIGERIA’S DELTA (February 2006)
http://www.isn.ethz.ch/news/sw/details.cfm?id=14670
RICH NATION, POOR CITIZENS
http://www.africaeconomicanalysis.org/articles/gen/rich_nation.html
Other Possible Topics:
• Corruption and its Impact on Nigerian society
• Legacy/Impact of Authoritarian Rule
• Human Rights Issues
• The Warri Crisis: Conflict between Ijaws and Itsekiri
• The Life and Legacy of Ken Saro-Wiwa
• The Biafran War
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• Challenges around Elections and Political Participation
• Lagos: A Mega-City in Trouble

Students will complete the following after they have chosen a topic:
1) Research – You may want to discuss these topics with your librarian and spend a couple
of days in the library. This is also a good opportunity to review research skills with your
students, etc.
2) Product – Students will apply what they have learned from their research by creating one
of the following:
• The front page of a Nigerian newspaper. The lead story should be centered around

the topic they were given. Students can look at the layout of newspapers to get
ideas about what other information they could include. They create the front page
of the newspaper with their own stories, pictures, etc.
• A PowerPoint presentation that includes pictures and written information.
• A collage that expresses the topic through words and pictures. Students submit a

one page written summary of their collage as well.
• A tri-fold poster for a museum exhibit (includes pictures and written information).
• A magazine article with photos (if appropriate)

3) Presentation – Students will present their topic and finished product to the class. This is
an opportunity for students to ask questions, add to their knowledge of the causes of
conflict in Nigeria, and to clarify information they do not understand.

SESSION III: GOING FURTHER – IMPLEMENTING THE CBA
STEP ONE: SETTING UP THE PAPER AND/OR PRESENTATION
Students are now ready to analyze in greater depth what they have learned about the causes of
conflict in Nigeria. At this point, students should have a greater understanding of the issues that
have materialized in Nigeria around the exploration and production of oil, the legacy of British
colonialism, ethnic and religious diversity, an inequitable distribution of resources, corruption and
lack of political accountability, human rights issues, etc. and how they have created and fostered
conflict in Nigeria. Students have been exposed to a variety of information and perspectives and
have a clearer understanding of what makes Nigeria such an interesting and fascinating country to
study. It also has provoked students to think about some of the deep-rooted problems in Nigerian
society and how this has led to not only conflict, but Nigeria’s inability to reach its potential.
Students will now have the opportunity to demonstrate what they have learned. Students will develop a position in which they explain the causes of conflict in Nigeria by providing the background of the conflict (who, what, when, and where), discussing the multiple factors/reasons that
played a role in causing the conflict with accurate analysis and details, and demonstrate a conceptual understanding of the conflict and its consequences.
Students will produce a persuasive essay or presentation. This paper or presentation will build on
what they have learned in the unit, and require them to write an effective and well written essay on
10
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the causes of conflict in Nigeria or develop a presentation that gives an in-depth overview. They
can either develop their earlier topic or choose a different one.
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS FOR STUDENTS
• What impact has the discovery and production of oil had on Nigerian society - politically,

economically, socially, environmentally?
• How has the legacy of colonialism impacted Nigeria’s political, economic, and social

stability?
• Even though Nigeria is one of the world’s leading oil producers, why does the majority of

the population live in poverty and how has that contributed to national conflicts?
• How has religious diversity in Nigeria fueled conflict and challenged political stability?
• What is corruption and why is Nigeria considered to be one of the most corrupt countries

in the world?
• What methods have local citizens chosen to express their dissatisfaction with high levels of

unemployment, lack of basic necessities, and educational opportunities?
• How has environmental degradation contributed to inter-ethnic conflict and the rise of

militant groups in the Niger Delta?
• What role can local citizens play, within and outside Nigeria, to resolve or alleviate the

current conflict?
• Can we compare and contrast the conflict in Nigeria to other countries? If so, what are the

similarities and differences
STEP TWO – RESEARCH
Students can be given some additional time to check out other resources. There is a comprehensive list at the conclusion of this document (Handout #4).
STEP THREE – WRITING THE PERSUASIVE PAPER AND/OR CREATING THE
PRESENTATION
Students will write their persuasive paper and/or prepare their presentation. Please see the CBA
scoring rubric at the end of this unit. Make a copy for students. Have students use the writing
process as they complete their final paper (pre-writing, rough draft, editing, final draft).
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SESSION IV: ENRICHMENT – POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS
FOR NIGERIA?
STEP ONE – REVIEWING THE CAUSE OF THE CONFLICT
Begin this session by reviewing the multiple causes of conflict in Nigeria. Make a list on the board
that revisits what students have learned from multiple perspectives - historical, political, economic,
social/cultural, geographic, and environmental. You may want to give students a few moments to
write down what they have learned and you could have them work with a partner. Student
responses might be: competition over natural resources (oil), inequitable distribution of income,
religious divisions and/or ethnic conflict, environmental degradation, human rights issues, legacy
of British colonialism, lack of economic opportunity, low standard of living, wide-gap between
rich and poor, poor health care system, underdeveloped social service sector, government
corruption, challenges of a young democracy, militancy, lack of basic necessities – access to clean
water, electricity, education, etc., and the impact of artificial national boundaries.
STEP TWO – A FORUM FOR CHANGE: FINDING THE SOLUTIONS
This activity gives students an opportunity to generate possible solutions that will alleviate some
of the current conflicts plaguing Nigeria. Break students into small groups and have them play the
role of one of the following groups:
• Human rights organization
• Non-governmental organization (NGO)
• Nigerian political party (the major party is the People’s Democratic Party)
• International organization (UN)
• Student organization
• Women’s group
• Environmental activists

Representing one of these groups, students will develop a course of action that begins the process
of ending conflict and rebuilding Nigerian political, economic, and social institutions. In their
small groups, students will brainstorm what actions should be taken based on what they know
about the causes of conflict in Nigeria. Students should think about how their recommendations
will prevent future conflicts and alleviate or resolve current ones. Move from group to group and
help them get started with ideas. Students may also think about other conflicts in other eras and
places and draw some possibilities to help them. Have students think about how the “group” they
are representing might have a specific focus, but encourage them to generate a broader list of
solutions.
Encourage students to think of the pros/cons of the recommendations they make.
Recommended resources:
• The United States Institute of Peace (Bringing Peace to the Niger Delta)

http://www.usip.org/pubs/usipeace_briefings/2008/0602_niger_delta.html
• The International Crisis Group

http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=5186&l=1
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After students have developed a course of action, have them create a poster that expresses their
conclusions. This poster will be displayed during the discussion and debate part of the lesson.
Students should express themselves clearly and creatively.
STEP THREE – DISCUSSION AND DEBATE
After students have finished making their posters, lead a forum in which all of the groups discuss
and debate their recommendations. As the moderator, you may want to ask one student from each
of the groups to give their initial proposal. You can then ask follow-up questions and encourage
the rest of the class to do this.
What similarities and differences do students see between each of the groups? After students have
made their presentations, allow students to ask questions of other groups. What do they think will
or won’t work?
Concluding question and discussion: What role can we play (as Americans and as global citizens)
to help alleviate some of these issues? What role can “ordinary” citizens play in reducing and
preventing conflicts locally, nationally, and internationally? What is “citizen diplomacy?” What
actions can we take? Lead a discussion in which you conclude this lesson by looking at these
possibilities.
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HANDOUT #1.1 – GRAPHIC ORGANIZER

Causes of Conflict in Nigeria
Causes

Examples and Descriptions
1) Low standard of living
2) Competition over resources

Poverty

3) Lack of clean drinking water
4) Little to no healthcare

15

CAUSES OF CONFLICT: ANALYZING NIGERIA’S PAST
WITH HOPE FOR THE FUTURE

HANDOUT #1.2 – GRAPHIC ORGANIZER

Causes of Conflict in Nigeria
Causes

Examples and Descriptions
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HANDOUT #2 – NIGERIA MAP ACTIVITY
Name: ____________________

• Identify the following cities: Abuja (capital), Lagos, Port Harcourt, Benin, Warri, Kano,

Ibadan.
• Label and color the Niger River.
• Label neighboring countries and bodies of water.
• Identify the four states of the Niger Delta (Delta, Rivers, Bayelsa, and Akwaibom). Shade

each a separate color.
• Shade the rest of Nigeria one color.
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HANDOUT #3 – WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT NIGERIA?
QUIZ
Instructions: Answer “True” or “False” to the following questions:
1) ________ Nigeria has the largest population in Africa with nearly 140 million people.
2) ________ Nigeria is one of the top 10 oil producers in the world and has become one of the
leading exporters of oil to the U.S
3) ________ Because of militancy or unrest in the Niger Delta, oil production has been cut by
25%.
4) ________ Despite billions of dollars in oil revenues, 70% of the Nigerian population lives on
less than $1 a day.
5) ________ Not only is Nigeria ethnically diverse with over 250 different groups and 400 languages, it has an interesting religious mix of Muslims and Christians.
6) ________ Gas flares are used in the process of extracting oil in Nigeria. This has caused a variety of environmental problems (such as acid rain).
7) ________ Nigeria’s presidential election in 2007 was the first to transfer power from one civilian elected government to another.
8) ________ Bunkering, cutting into oil pipelines for the purpose of selling it illegally, continues
to be a problem in Nigeria.
9) ________ In the past year, there have been a few pipeline explosions that have killed hundreds
of people. This usually occurs after a pipeline has been opened as a result of bunkering.
10) _______ Poverty and underdevelopment in the Niger Delta region, where the oil is produced, has resulted in the rise of militant groups.
11) _______ Nigeria used to be a colony of Great Britain.
12) _______ A majority of the slaves taken to the Americas during the slave trade came from
West Africa (where Nigeria is located).
13) _______ Many Nigerians have questioned whether or not Nigeria should actually remain a
country. This is sometimes referred to as the “National Question.”
14) _______ Some students in the Niger Delta have to travel by canoe to school. Some of these
rural schools also have difficulty getting teachers.
15) _______ Many Nigerians hope that oil revenues will eventually lead to greater development.
Most think this will only happen with accountable leadership.
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HANDOUT #4 – STUDENT RESOURCE LIST
Overview of Nigeria – Basic Information
COUNTRY PROFILE: NIGERIA (June 2006)
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/profiles/Nigeria.pdf
COUNTRY REPORTS.ORG: NIGERIA
http://www.countryreports.org/country.aspx?countryid=179&countryName=Nigeria
BBC NEWS: COUNTRY PROFILE ON NIGERIA
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/country_profiles/1064557.stm
NY TIMES: NIGERIA
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/nigeria/
THE ECONOMIST: COUNTRY BRIEFING ON NIGERIA
http://www.economist.com/countries/Nigeria/
COUNCIL ON FOREIGN RELATIONS (CFR): NIGERIA
http://www.cfr.org/region/189/nigeria.html

Nigerian Newspapers
THE GUARDIAN
http://www.ngrguardiannews.com/
VANGUARD
http://www.vanguardngr.com/

Oil and Politics – Articles and Reports
USIP: RESPONDING TO CRISIS IN NIGERIA (April 2006)
http://www.usip.org/pubs/usipeace_briefings/2006/0426_nigeria.html
USIP: STRATEGIES FOR PEACE IN THE NIGER DELTA (November 2005)
http://www.usip.org/pubs/usipeace_briefings/2005/1219_nigerdelta.html
CFR: NIGERIAN’S LOOK FOR RESULTS (September 5, 2007)
http://www.cfr.org/publication/14123/nigerians_look_for_results.html?breadcrumb=%2F
THE ECONOMIST: MISSION IMPOSSIBLE, NEARLY (August 2, 2007)
http://www.economist.com/displayStory.cfm?story_id=9587570
BBC: TACKLING NIGERIA’S VIOLENT OIL SWAMPS (May 30, 2007)
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/6698433.stm
THE ECONOMIST: BLOOD AND OIL (March 15, 2007)
http://www.economist.com/displayStory.cfm?story_id=8861488
NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC: NIGERIAN OIL (February 2007)
http://www7.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/0702/feature3/index.html
ISN: THE POVERTY OF OIL WEALTH IN NIGERIA’S DELTA (February 2, 2006)
http://www.isn.ethz.ch/news/sw/details.cfm?id=14670
NY TIMES EDITORIAL: DANGER SIGNS IN NIGERIA (February 27, 2006)
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/02/27/opinion/27mon2.html
NY TIMES: BLOOD FLOWS WITH OIL IN POOR NIGERIAN VILLAGES (January 1, 2006)
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/01/01/international/africa/01nigeria.html
NPR: OIL MONEY DIVIDES NIGERIA
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=4803867
RICH NATION, POOR CITIZENS
http://www.africaeconomicanalysis.org/articles/gen/rich_nation.html
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CORRUPTION IN NIGERIA
http://www.africaeconomicanalysis.org/articles/gen/corruptiondikehtm.html

Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND) Articles
CFR: MEND - THE NIGER DELTA’S UMBRELLA MILITANT GROUP (2007)
http://www.cfr.org/publication/12920/
VANITY FAIR: BLOOD OIL (February, 2007)
http://www.vanityfair.com/politics/features/2007/02/junger200702
CRISIS GROUP: THE SWAMPS OF INSURGENCY (August 3, 2006)
http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=4310
BBC: NIGERIA’S SHADOWY OIL REBELS (April 20, 2006)
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/4732210.stm

Elections
FOREIGN AFFAIRS: NIGERIA’S RIGGED DEMOCRACY (July/August 2007)
http://www.foreignaffairs.org/20070701faessay86409/jean-herskovits/nigeria-s-riggeddemocracy.html
NY TIMES: MONEY AND VIOLENCE HOBBLE DEMOCRACY IN NIGERIA (November 24,
2006)
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/11/24/world/africa/24nigeria.html
VANGUARD: HOW GOVERNORS STEAL BILLIONS (September 17, 2005)
http://www.vanguardngr.com/articles/2002/nationalx/nr317092005.html

Economics and Development
FT REPORT: NIGERIA 2007 (July 12, 2007)
http://www.ft.com/reports/nigeria2007
GLOBALIZATION 101: THE RESOURCE CURSE
http://www.globalization101.org/index.php?file=issue&pass1=subs&id=355
FOREIGN POLICY: FOOL’S GOLD (July 2007)
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/story/cms.php?story_id=3914

Human Rights and Activism
KEN SARO-WIWA (ACTIVIST)
KEN SARO-WIWA FOUNDATION
http://www.kensarowiwa.com/
REMEMBER SARO-WIWA
http://www.remembersarowiwa.com/

Religion
THE ECONOMIST: SHARIA LITE (February 1, 2007)
http://www.economist.com/displayStory.cfm?story_id=8636164
BBC: NIGERIAN RELIGIOUS RIOTS CONTINUE (February 24, 2006)
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/4749534.stm
SEATTLE TIMES: CHRISTIANS DEFEND ATTACKS ON MUSLIMS IN NIGERIA (February 24,
2006)
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2002825506_cartoons24.html
HRW: REVENGE IN THE NAME OF RELIGION (May 2005)
http://hrw.org/reports/2005/nigeria0505/
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Colonialism
NY TIMES LEARNING NETWORK: WHEN THINGS FALL APART (2000)
http://www.nytimes.com/learning/teachers/lessons/20000112wednesday.html?searchpv=learning_lessons

Multimedia Resources
THE CURSE OF OIL (2003)
http://www.filmsduvillage.com/fiche_imp.php?langue=en&id=240
http://www.zarafa-films.com/
NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC - SIGHTS & SOUNDS: NIGERIAN OIL (2007)
http://www7.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/0702/sights_n_sounds/index2.html
SWEET CRUDE (2008)
http://www.sweetcrudemovie.com/

Books
THIS HOUSE HAS FALLEN: NIGERIA IN CRISIS (2002)
http://www.amazon.com/This-House-Has-Fallen-Nigeria/dp/0813340454/
UNTAPPED: THE SCRAMBLE FOR AFRICA’S OIL (2007)
http://www.amazon.com/Untapped-Scramble-Africas-John-Ghazvinian/dp/0151011389
WHERE VULTURES FEAST: SHELL, HUMAN RIGHTS, AND OIL (2001)
http://www.amazon.com/Where-Vultures-Feast-Shell-Rights/dp/1859844731
Note: For additional resources see the “Fueling the Future: Peace or Conflict?” resource booklet on Nigeria, available
on the World Affairs Council Website: http://www.world-affairs.org/globalclassroom/resourcepackets.htm#ftf
nigeria.
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HANDOUT #5 – SCORING RUBRIC
– Passing –
GLE (EALR)
4.3.2, Analyzes multiple
causal factors that shape
major events in
Washington State and
world history.
(7th Grade)*
(EALR 4.3. Understands
that there are multiple
perspectives and
interpretations of
historical events.)
5.4.1 Analyzes multiple
factors, makes
generalizations, and
interprets primary
sources to formulate a
thesis in a paper or
presentation.
(7th Grade)*
(EALR 5.4. Creates a
product…)

5.4.2. Creates annotated
bibliography, or works
cited page using an
appropriate format.
(7th Grade)*
(EALR 5.4. Creates a
product…)

– Not Passing –

4 – Excellent

3 – Proficient

2 – Partial

3 – Minimal

States a position on the
main causes of a conflict
AND
• Explains whether the
conflict could have been
avoided. OR
• Makes a generalization
about what causes
conflict.

States a position on the
main causes of a conflict.

States a position on the
conflict, but does NOT
address what factors were
the main causes.

Mentions a conflict but
does NOT take a
position on its causes.

Provides background on
the conflict by describing
all four of the following:
• Who was involved in
the conflict,
• What the conflict was,
• When the conflict took
place, and
• Where the conflict took
place.

Provides background on
the conflict by describing
three of the following:
• Who was involved in
the conflict,
• What the conflict was,
• When the conflict took
place, and
• Where the conflict took
place.

Provides background on
the conflict by describing
two of the following:
• Who was involved in
the conflict,
• What the conflict was,
• When the conflict took
place, and
• Where the conflict took
place.

Provides background on
the conflict by describing
one of the following:
• Who was involved in
the conflict,
• What the conflict was,
• When the conflict took
place, and
• Where the conflict took
place.

Provides background on
the causes of the conflict
by:
• Explaining** three
factors that helped cause
the conflict.

Provides background on
the causes of the conflict
by:
• Explaining** two
factors that helped cause
the conflict.

Provides background on
the causes of the conflict
by:
• Explaining** one factor
that helped cause the
conflict.

Provides back-ground on
the causes of the conflict
by describing factors
WITHOUT explaining
how the factors caused
the conflict.

Provides reasons for the
position supported by
evidence. The evidence
includes:
• An evaluation of why at
least one factor is more
important than others
AND
• An analysis of how the
conflict may not have
occurred if not for one of
the main causal factors.

Provides reasons for the
position supported by
evidence. The evidence
includes:
• An evaluation of why at
least one factor is more
important than others
OR
• An analysis of how the
conflict may not have
occurred if not for one of
the main causal factors.

Provides reasons for the
position supported by
evidence.

Provides reasons for the
position without any
supporting evidence.

• Makes explicit
references within the
paper or presentation to
four or more credible
sources that provide
relevant information.
• Cites sources within the
paper, presen-tation, or
bibliography.

• Makes explicit
references within the
paper or presentation to
three credible sources
that provide relevant
information.
• Cites sources within the
paper, presen-tation, or
bibliography.

• Makes explicit
references within the
paper or presentation to
two credible sources that
provide relevant
information.
• Cites sources within the
paper, presen-tation, or
bibliography.

• Makes explicit
references within the
paper or presentation to
one credible source that
provides relevant
information.
• Cites sources within the
paper, presen-tation, or
bibliography.

*OSPI recommends that this CBA be used at a particular grade level and thus, the GLEs included in the rubric are for that grade. However, if the
CBA is used at another grade level within the grade band (3-5, 6-8, or 9-12), the GLEs may need to change to match the appropriate content.
** Please also refer to the document “Scoring Notes for Secondary Social Studies CBAs” when evaluating student work.

Source: http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/WASL/SocialStudies/HighSchool.aspx
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