	xxx-S08
	Safe Surfing – An Introduction to the Internet

	Leader
	Bruce Narasin

	Description
	This course will provide a basic Introduction to the Internet, including a historical perspective and a comparison of the different Internet Service Providers (ISPs) and Web browsers. Topics to be covered in the course include secure online: surfing (navigating) techniques, search engines, shopping, banking, investment aids, and exploration into areas that address specific interest areas of the class members. The class will address some of the potholes on the Internet Highway (Identity Theft, Viruses, Hoaxes, Urban Legends, Scams, & SPAM) and how to avoid them. We will also review the BOLLI eBoard and email/attachments, which will be used throughout the course. 
We will use shareware/freeware tutorials, in-class exercises, homework and outside reading. As a prerequisite to enrollment, class members should have: basic keyboarding skills, a familiarity with personal computers, an email address and basic email skills, and a PC at home with an Internet browser installed. Class members may satisfy the requirement for the installation of an Internet Browser as part of the pre-class registration process with instructions to be provided by the SGL.

	Readings
	All reference and supplemental material is available via the Internet at no charge.

	Preparation time
	1-2 hours

	Computer Use
	This is a BOLLI computer lab course. Computer use is required in class and at home to practice class lessons and complete assignments.  Having an internet connection at home is also required.

	Biography
	Bruce Narasin has more than 40 years of experience in Information Technology. Most recently, Bruce was Product Manager for the development of Intuit’s Internet-based software supporting the financial services industry. Bruce held positions as CEO of PortStar Consulting, Inc., Chief Information Officer BankBlackwell, and Vice President of Sales for Teknowledge Corporation. In 1999, he co-founded and served as Chief Technology Officer for Lighthousebank, a subsidiary of Brookline Bancorp. Previously, he served as National Practice Manager for Edify Corporation, after retiring from IBM in 1995, where Bruce enjoyed a 30-year career and held numerous technical, staff, line management and executive positions.

	Contact Info
	The SGL is open to contact by phone at 781-894-5685 or email at narasin@comcast.net. 


