Quarterly Assessment - ELA

Name:___________________

Date:____________________

HR:_____________________

Circle the common nouns and underline the proper nouns.

1) Joseph played baseball behind Huckleberry Hill School last Tuesday and hit two homeruns.

2) Mr. Jefferson went to the store and bought apple juice for his children, Janet and Donna.

3) My car, a blue Chevrolet Impala, is in the shop for repairs until at least May.

Circle the adjectives and underline the pronouns.

4) When the tide comes in, it brings a variety of interesting items from the sea.

5) When it ebbs, it leaves behind wonderful treasures for the watchful beachcombers.

6) Few creatures live here, but you will almost certainly find several animals if you try.

On the line, tell whether each sentence is simple, compound, or complex. Then underline the subordinate clause if there is one:

7) Melvin wrote about his mother’s aunt, and Leroy wrote about his cousin from Jamaica. ___________

8) Tom and Travis walked to the store in the snowstorm. __________

9) Helen Keller, who is shown in the photographs on the next page, became very ill as a small child. ___________

10) The pit bull raced to its dog house, barely avoiding the spray from the lawn sprinkler. _____________

Tell whether each example is a simile, a metaphor, or neither.

11) The bat was a toothpick in my hand as I ripped it through the strike zone and hammered the baseball over the left-field wall. __________

12) The rain fell hard, and as the temperature dropped, he feared that it would turn to hail. ____________

13) “I’m happy as a clam,” exclaimed Maria as she devoured her ice cream. __________

14) The ground felt hard as steel as the boy tumbled off his sled and rolled, slid, and crashed down the hill. ___________

15) During the storm, the sky was a cloudy sea. ___________

Vocabulary – completely circle the best word choice

16) When someone is teased by being offered and then having it withdrawn

a. conjured      b. foible      c. tantalized      d. veranda

17) A slight defect

a. blemish    b. fledglings    c. draggle    d. usurer

18) The incineration of a body

a. nominal   b. cremation    c. amelioration   d. emanating

19) A contrast between what is stated and what is really meant, or between what is expected to happen and what actually does happen

a. gall   b. metaphor    c. irony    d. foreshadowing

20) Of one mind

a. unanimous    b. poised    c. perpetual   d. fledgling

21) A deep opening in the earth’s surface

a. dour    b. churl    c. conjure    d. chasm

22) A rapid spread of a disease

a. flashback   b. simile    c. epidemic    d. projection

23) Forceful or persuasive speech

a. characterization   b. cynicism  c. eloquence   d. jeering

24) A word that sounds the same as another

a. homonym   b. hymn   c. phonetic    d. cumbersome

25) To look through casually

a. disseminate   b. browse   c. gazetteer   d. abridge

26) To make clear

a. expound  b. clarify   c. disclose    d. exhibit

27) To trust someone with information

a. confide   b. confound    c. configure   d. consign

28) Smooth and sophisticated

a. refined   b. hospitable   c. suave   d. irksome

29) Not interested

a. insightful   b. indifferent   c. enthusiastic   d. churlish

30) A strong attraction

a. zealot   b. fanatic   c. allude   d. allure

Travis and his family live on the Texas frontier in the mid-1800s. When Travis's father leaves on a cattle drive, his family adopts a stray dog they call "Old Yeller," both for the color of his coat and his loud bark. Read the excerpt from Old Yeller and answer the questions that follow.

from OLD YELLER 

by Fred Gipson

1

The man's name was Burn Sanderson. He was a young man who rode a good horse and was mighty nice and polite about taking his hat off to Mama when he dismounted in front of our cabin. He told Mama who he was. He said he was a newcomer to Salt Licks. He said that he'd come from down San Antonio way with a little bunch of cattle that he was grazing over in the Devil's River country. He said he couldn't afford to hire riders, so he'd brought along a couple of dogs to help him herd his cattle. One of these dogs, the best one, had disappeared. He'd inquired around about it at Salt Licks, and Bud Searcy had told him that we had the dog.

2

"A big yeller dog?" Mama asked, looking sober and worried.

3

"Yessum," the man said, then added with a grin. "And the worse egg sucker and camp robber you ever laid eyes on. Steal you blind, that old devil will; but there was never a better cow dog born."

4

Mama turned to me. "Son, call Old Yeller," she said.

5

I stood frozen in my tracks. I was so full of panic that I couldn't move or think.

6

"Go on, Son," Mama urged. "I think he and Little Arliss must be playing down about the creek somewhere."

7

"But Mama!" I gasped. "We can't do without Old Yeller. He's—"

8

"Travis!"

9

Mama's voice was too sharp. I knew I was whipped. I turned and went toward the creek, so mad at Bud Searcy that I couldn't see straight. Why couldn't he keep his blabber mouth shut?

10

"Come on up to the house," I told Little Arliss.

11

I guess the way I said it let him know that something real bad was happening. He didn't argue or stick out his tongue or anything. He just got out of the water and followed me back to the house and embarrassed Mama and the young man nearly to death because he came packing his clothes in one hand instead of wearing them.

12

I guess Burn Sanderson had gotten an idea of how much we thought of Old Yeller, or maybe Mama had told some things about the dog while I was gone to the creek. Anyhow, he acted uncomfortable about taking the dog off. "Now, Mrs. Coates," he said to Mama, "your man is gone, and you and the boys don't have much protection here. Bad as I need that old dog, I can make out without him until your man comes."

13

But Mama shook her head.

14

"No, Mr. Sanderson," she said. "He's your dog; and the longer we keep him, the harder it'll be for us to give him up. Take him along. I can make the boys understand."

15

The man tied his rope around Old Yeller's neck and mounted his horse. That's when Little Arliss caught onto what was happening. He threw a wall-eyed fit. He screamed and he hollered. He grabbed up a bunch of rocks and went to throwing them at Burn Sanderson. One hit Sanderson's horse in the flank. The horse bogged his head and went to pitching and bawling and grunting. This excited Old Yeller. He chased after the horse, baying him at the top of his voice. And what with Mama running after Little Arliss, hollering for him to shut up and quit throwing those rocks, it was altogether the biggest and loudest commotion that had taken place around our cabin for a good long while.

16

When Burn Sanderson finished riding the pitch out of his scared horse, he hollered at Old Yeller. He told him he'd better hush up that racket before he got his brains beat out. Then he rode back toward us, wearing a wide grin.

17

His grin got wider as he saw how Mama and I were holding Little Arliss. We each had him by one wrist and were holding him clear off the ground. He couldn't get at any more rocks to throw that way, but it sure didn't keep him from dancing up and down in the air and screaming.

18

"Turn him loose," Sanderson said with a big laugh. "He's not going to throw any more rocks at me."

19

He swung down from his saddle. He came and got Little Arliss and loved him up till he hushed screaming. Then he said: "Look, boy, do you really want that thieving old dog?"

20

He held Little Arliss off and stared him straight in the eyes, waiting for Arliss to answer. Little Arliss stared straight back at him and didn't say a word.

21

"Well, do you?" he insisted.

22

Finally, Little Arliss nodded, then tucked his chin and looked away.

23

"All right," Burn Sanderson said. "We'll make a trade. Just between you and me. I'll let you keep the old rascal, but you've got to do something for me."

24

He waited till Little Arliss finally got up the nerve to ask what, then went on: "Well, it's like this. I've hung around over there in that cow camp, eating my own cooking till I'm so starved out, I don't hardly throw a shadow. Now, if you could talk your mama into feeding me a real jam-up meal of woman-cooked grub, I think it would be worth at least a one-eared yeller dog. Don't you?"

25

I didn't wait to hear any more. I ran off. I was so full of relief that I was about to pop. I knew that if I didn't get out of sight in a hurry, this Burn Sanderson was going to catch me crying.

Chapter Eight, Pages 80–85 from OLD YELLER by FRED GIPSON. Copyright © 1956 by Fred Gipson. Reprinted by permission of HarperCollins Publishers.

31)  What is the main conflict of the excerpt?

 

 A.

whether Travis will confront

Bud Searcy

 

B.

whether the family will be able to

keep Old Yeller

 

C.

whether Burn Sanderson will be mad

at Little Arliss

 

D.

whether Burn Sanderson will remain

with the family

  

 Reporting Category: Reading and Literature 

Standard: Fiction - 12

 

32)  What does paragraph 3 mainly reveal

about Burn Sanderson's feelings for

Old Yeller?

 

 A.

He fears Old Yeller.

 

B.

He values Old Yeller.

 

C.

He is angry at Old Yeller.

 

D.

He feels sorry for Old Yeller.

  

Reporting Category: Reading and Literature 

Standard: Fiction - 12
33)  In paragraph 9, why is Travis mad at

Bud Searcy?

 

 A. Bud stole cattle from Travis's family.

 

B. Bud claimed Old Yeller had robbed

his camp.

 

C. Bud told Burn Sanderson where Old

Yeller was.

 

D. Bud told Burn Sanderson lies about

Travis's family.

Standard: Fiction - 12

 

34)  Why is Little Arliss's action in

paragraph 15 important to the excerpt?

 

 

A. It shows that Little Arliss is a

misbehaving child.

 

B. It shows Little Arliss how dangerous

it is to scare a horse.

 

C. It shows how happy Little Arliss is

to see Burn Sanderson.

 

D. It shows Burn Sanderson how much

Little Arliss loves the dog.

  

 

 

Reporting Category: Reading and Literature 

Standard: Fiction - 12

 

35)  Why is Travis about to cry in

paragraph 25?

 

 

A. He is sad that Burn Sanderson

is leaving.

 

B. He is sad that Little Arliss acted

so badly.

 

C. He is happy that Mama is making a

big meal.

 

D. He is happy that his family will keep

Old Yeller.

  

 

  
Writing-Prompt

Reporting Category: Composition 

Standard: Writing - 19

 

 

WRITING PROMPT

Many young people enjoy favorite hobbies or activities outside of school. These can include sports, performing arts, or collecting special items, to name a few.

Think about an activity or hobby in which you participate. In a well-developed composition, describe this special interest or activity and explain why it is important to you.

 

  

 

 
