Title: Information as a Means of Understanding Social Justice
Subject:   English I & II






Grade:  9-10
Unit Summary


This unit will guide students through an exploration of the major writings of civil and human rights activists by means of information resources.  Students will begin the unit by reading general texts related to civil and human rights using encyclopedias, newspapers, magazines, books, and the internet.  Students will learn how to use these information resources and properly cite them using the MLA format.  The introductory portion of this unit will provide students with a basic understanding of nonfiction resources and their advantages and limitations.  This will provide a foundation for a deeper understanding of related text by such authors as Martin Luther King Jr., Malcolm X, Mahatma Gandhi, Susan B. Anthony, Nelson Mandela, and local activists.   While reading the text, students will make connections between the actions and words of these activists and their own life experiences and potential.  The unit will culminate with students writing an Essay with an Attitude.  Students will write a researched, persuasive essay which clearly states an opinion on a student-chosen contemporary issue.  Students will be writing the essay with the result of effecting social, economic, or political change.  Students will submit the essay via mail to the organization or individual who can impact the issue.  Many of the skills taught and reviewed in this unit are necessary for the GEE Leap 21.
Enduring Ideas
· The pen can be stronger than the sword.
· Words and simple action can change the world.
· Little people can bring about big change.
· Knowledge is a means of engagement and empowerment.
Key Concepts

· Understanding information resources is necessary for students to conduct worthwhile research.
· Education can create citizens who can evaluate the world and make informed decisions about how to effect change.
· Adequately understanding and using information resources is a means by which students can imagine a different kind of society.  
· It is necessary to understand the roots of hate, conflict, racism, stereotypes, and prejudice, before one can finds a means to overcome them.  
· Encyclopedias, magazines, newspapers, books, and the internet are useful information resources.  Each source has its positives and limitations.  

· Bibliographic sources are a means by which readers can identify where the author obtained his/her research.

· One needs to make a choice to act before positive change can occur.

· There are many ways in which a student can effect change, like: writing a letter, song, poem, directing a movie, or organizing a rally

Essential Questions

· What is a right?
· What is a privilege?

· Will racism and prejudice always exist?

· What are the fundamental causes of racism and prejudice?

· How do we fight on a daily basis for what we believe?

· In what ways can and are our rights abused?
· How is language and knowledge power?

Student Learning Goals

At the end of instruction, students will be able to:
· Cite encyclopedias, magazines, newspapers, books, and internet sources using the MLA format.

· Explain the uses and limitations of encyclopedias, magazines, newspapers, books, and the internet when writing a research paper.

· Write a 5 paragraph researched persuasive paper.

· Identify, explain, and interpret the solutions to problems of injustice.

· Peer-review a classmate’s essay.
· Revise and edit essay.

· Write an introduction with thesis statement, three body paragraphs, and succinct conclusion.

· Complete the stages of the writing process.

Standards Addressed

Standard One

Students read, comprehend, and respond to a range of materials, using a variety of strategies for different purposes.
ELA-1-H1:
Using knowledge of word meaning and extending basic and technical vocabulary, employing a variety of strategies.

ELA-2-H1:
Analyzing and evaluating the effects of complex elements and complex literary devices.

ELA-1-H3: 
Reading, comprehending, and responding to extended, complex written, spoken, and visual texts.

ELA-1-H4:
Analyzing and evaluating complex texts with supporting explanations to generate connections to real-life situations and other texts.

ELA-1-H5:
Adjusting reading rate according to texts and purposes for reading.

Standard Six


Students read, analyze, and respond to literature as a record of life experiences.

ELA-6-H3:
Analyzing, and synthesizing a variety of classic and contemporary fiction and non-fiction literature from many genres.

ELA-6-H4:
Analyzing and responding to various genres as record of life experiences.

Standard Seven

Students apply reasoning and problem-solving skills to reading, writing, speaking, listening, viewing, and visually representing.

ELA-7-H2:
Using reasoning skills, incorporating life experiences, and using available information resources to solve problems in complex oral, written, and visual texts.

ELA-7-H3:
Analyzing and evaluating the effects of an author’s life, culture, and philosophical assumptions as reflected in the author’s viewpoint.

ELA-7-H4:
Using analytical reasoning skills in a variety of complex oral, written, and visual texts.

Standard Two


Students write competently for a variety of purposes and audiences.

ELA-2-H1:
Writing a composition that employs specific organization elements.

ELA-2-H2: 
Using language, concepts, and ideas that show an awareness of the intended audience and/or purpose in developing extended complex composition.

ELA-2-H3:
Applying the steps of the writing process, emphasizing revising and editing in final drafts.

ELA-2-H4:
Using narration, description, exposition, and persuasion to develop various modes of writing.

ELA-2-H5:
Applying literary devices and various stylistic elements.

ELA-2-H6:
Writing as a response to texts and life experiences.
Standard Three

Students communicate using standard English grammar, usage, sentence structure, punctuation, capitalization, spelling, and handwriting.

ELA-3-H2:
Using the grammatical and mechanical conventions of standard English.

ELA-3-H3:
Spelling accurately using strategies and sources when necessary.

Standard Four
Students demonstrate competence in speaking and listening as tools for learning and communicating.

ELA-4-H6:
Participating in a variety of roles in group discussion.

Standard Five

Students locate, select, and synthesize information from a variety of texts, media, references, and technological sources to acquire and communicate knowledge.

ELA-5-H1:
Evaluating and using organization features of printed text, other media, and electronic information.

ELA-5-H2:
Synthesizing information sources.

ELA-5-H3:
Accessing information and conducting research using a variety of primary and secondary sources to produce formal papers.

ELA-5-H4:
Using available technology to produce, revise, and publish a variety of works.

ELA-5-H5:
Citing references using various formats.

Assessment/Evidence of Understanding

· Performance Tasks/Projects
· Essay with an Attitude
· Exit Slips 

· Use of information resources in class to answer questions and explain concepts
· Connections with the Text 
· Quizzes/Tests

· Weekly Vocabulary Quizzes

· Formative Content Quizzes

· Summative Unit Exam

· Self-Assessment

· Do-Now Journal Assignments

· Homework
· Summative Reflection
· Other Evidence

· Class Discussion

· Cooperative Group Work
· Completed Workbooks
Instructional Procedures

Notes:  The high school for which this unit is designed is on an AB block.  The students have two 105 min. block periods a week and one 55 min. block every Friday.  This unit plan has been modified so that each day is equivalent to 90-105 minute block.  
Sequence of Lessons:

Day 1
· Essential Questions


What is right?


What is a privilege?

Lesson Focus:  Use of an encyclopedia and the proper citation of reference articles using the MLA format.  

Students will discuss and analyze their understanding of a right, the definition of a civil right, and the foundation of civil rights in the U.S.  The Bill of Rights and Amendments will be discussed.  
Day 2
· Essential Questions

How do we fight for what we believe in?
In what ways can our rights be abused or taken away?

Lesson Focus:  Use of a newspaper, magazine, reader’s guide, and the proper citation of a magazine using the MLA format.

Students will analyze modern rights as they are represented in the newspapers and magazines.  Students will identify the ways in which rights are abused through a cooperative group scavenger hunt.  Students will read articles from newspapers written during different American civil rights movements.  
Day 3
· Essential Questions

What are the root causes of hate?

What is conflict?

How does power relate to hate and conflict?

Lesson Focus:  Use of books (Title Page, Preface, Table of Contents, Appendix, Glossary, Index, and Bibliography) and the proper citation of books using the MLA format. 
Students will use books related to racism, prejudice, discrimination, and injustice which can be checked out of the library in advance by the teacher.  These books will provide the background for the activity and will allow students to learn how to use a book but also explore the back premise of the unit in detail.   

Day 4
Lesson Focus:  Students will read “The Ballot or the Bullet” by Malcolm X and identify his solutions to the problem of injustice within the United States.  
Students will predict the purpose of the speech using the title.  Additionally, students will listen to part of the speech and identify the tone of the speech.
Day 5

Lesson Focus:  Students will listen to the “I Have a Dream” speech by Martin Luther King Jr. to identify and discuss tone.  
Students will read “Letter from Birmingham Jail” and identify his solutions to the problems of injustice within the United States.  Students will then compare and contrast the ideologies of Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X.  Both men had different solutions to the same problems.  
Day 6

· Essential Questions
How are stereotypes and prejudice connected?

Why do you think racism exists?

Lesson Focus: Use of the internet and the proper citation using the MLA format.  

Students will brainstorm the definitions of stereotypes and prejudice and then use the internet as a means for exploring these topics further.  Students will go on an quest for information and will be required to cite their internet sources properly using the MLA format.  
Day 7

Lesson Focus:  Use of a movie to identify and discuss injustice in the United States.

Students will watch A Long Walk Home and answer questions pertaining to the topic.  Students will be expected to make connections between the words and actions of Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X when watching the movie.  

Day 8 

Lesson Focus:  Brainstorming evidence for essay and introductions

Students will begin brainstorming evidence and reasons for their Essay w/ Attitude.  Students will read in class two student written essays, Tar Baby and A Woman’s Silent Journey, as a means of understanding the multiple types of evidence that can be used when writing a persuasive/argumentative essay.  Additionally, four different types of introductions will be explained and students will be expected to choose one type of introduction and practice writing their introduction.  

Day 9

Lesson Focus:  Use of speech by Susan B. Anthony to explain additional solutions to injustice.

Students will watch a 10 minute clip of Iron Jawed Angels to introduce to topic of The Women’s Suffrage Movement to the students.  Students will read “Is it a Crime for a Citizen of the United States to Vote?” by Susan B. Anthony and complete focus questions pertaining to her solutions to the problem of injustice and inequality.  Students will then finish the lesson by completing a comprehension question in which they are expected to put themselves in the shoes of a woman during the suffrage movement.  Students will write a letter to their husbands explaining what it feels like to not have equal rights.  

Day 10

Lesson Focus:  Brainstorming body of essay and writing conclusions.
Students will re-write their introduction two more times using different methods.  Students will choose their three strongest reasons why their particular issue is important.  For each piece of evidence students will discuss three reasons why that piece of evidence is important.  Each piece of evidence will become one paragraph and will make up the body of the essay.  Following this brainstorming exercise students will be introduced to three methods for writing a conclusion.
Day 11

Lesson Focus:  Drafting

Students will write their rough draft of their paper.  Students will choose one of their three introductions to use in their paper and draft the body of their essay.  Finally, students will choose one method for writing a conclusion and write their conclusion.  After students have completed their rough draft, students will peer-edit another student’s paper.

Day 12
Lesson Focus:  Conducting a search for research 

After writing their rough draft, students will identify holes in their argument and determine what type of research would strengthen their argument.  After brainstorming some key words for an internet search, students will search for research for their paper.

Day 13

Lesson Focus:  Use of speech by Mahatma Gandhi to explain additional solutions to injustice.

Students will watch a short newsreel of Gandhi concerning his death fast.  After being provided with a brief history of injustice in India, a short quote by Martin Luther King Jr. will be read in class and discussed.  The quote describes the importance of Gandhi and draws and connection between Gandhi and Martin Luther King Jr. who is well-respected by the students.  Finally, students will read a short speech entitled, “Fasting as Protest” which will discuss Gandhi’s solutions to the problem of injustice.

Day 14

Lesson Focus:  Editing and Revisions

Students will be provided with an in-depth rubric for their papers.  Students will continue to edit and revise their papers in addition to adding their research in the appropriate paragraph.  

Day 15

Lesson Focus:  Use of a speech by Nelson Mandela to explain additional solutions to injustice.

Students will be provided with a short background on apartheid in South Africa and the importance of Nelson Mandela.  They will put themselves in the shoes of a black South African and explain what it feels like to be living without any rights in their country.  Finally students will read an address by the President Nelson Mandela at the South African Freedom Day Celebrations.  Students will discuss Nelson Mandela’s vision for the future and his solutions to the problem of injustice in the world.  
Day 16

Lesson Focus:  Publishing w/ minor corrections

Students will publish their final draft of the paper in the computer lab.  Students will be expected to type their paper and hand it in for final feedback.  
Day 17
Lesson Focus:  Final publishing stage w/ unit in review
Students will be provided with teacher feedback on typed essay and will be expected to make the final changes to the paper and submit final draft.  Additionally, students will complete a unit in review self assessment.  Students will review their workbook and determine what they personally learned throughout the unit.  
