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First Quarter ELA Assessment 

 

 

(1)  Which list of words is in alphabetical order?   
Reporting Category: Language 

Standard: Vocabulary & Concept Development-4 

 

A  lobster, crawfish, crab, shrimp, scallops 

B  volcano, earthquake, tornado, hurricane, flood 

C  apple, banana, cherry, grape, lime 

D  pork, beef, venison, poultry, seafood, 

 

(2)  Which word is on the same page as guide words soap and social? 
Reporting Category:  Language 

Standard:  Vocabulary & Concept Development-4 

 

A  soda 

B  satire 

C  soar 

D  sock 

 

(3)  Even though his performance in the race was substandard, Rico 

still performed well in the hurdles. 
Reporting Category: Language 

Standard:  Vocabulary & Concept Development-4 

 

What is the meaning of the word substandard? 

 

A  below normal 

B  normal 

C  better than normal 

D  good enough 

 

(4)  In the sentence below, the word terrain most likely means 
Reporting Category:  Language 

Standard:  Vocabulary & Concept Development-4 

 

She could only ride her dirt bike on rough terrain. 

 

A  sound. 

B  ground. 

C  without. 

D  peace. 

 

 

 

 



My love 

 

My love is like a red balloon 

against the bluest sky. 

It soars along the doves 

and flutters like a butterfly. 

My love is like a baby's smile. 

It melts your heart in a beat, 

reaches you through all the walls, 

and wraps you up in a velvet sheet. 

 
 

(5)  Which phrase from the poem makes something seem human? 
Reporting Category:  Reading and Literature 

Standard:  Poetry-14 

 

A   it soars along the doves 

B   reaches you through all the walls 

C   flutters like a butterfly 

D   wraps you up in a velvet sheet 

 

 

                            Below Freezing 

by C.Safos 

 

Ice like glass 

with edges so sharp 

they cut through a whisper. 

 

The cold is a dog 

that has been teased too often 

with the promise of raw meat. 

 

It cannot be trained to roll over. 

You cannot taste it on your tongue 

without it tasting like a penny. 

 

The cold has teeth— 

its bite is the only thing warm 

enough to be mistaken for a promise. 

 

When the cold leaves town 

it doesn't leave a forwarding address 

only a stack of bills. 

 

(6)  Which phrase from the poem makes the cold weather seem human? 
Reporting Category:  Reading and Literature 

Standard:  Poetry-14 

 

A  The cold is a dog 

B  The cold has teeth 

C  Ice like glass 

D  You cannot taste it 



(7)  Which of the following words from the sentence is a noun? 
Reporting Category: Language  

Standard:  Structure and Origins of Modern English-6 

 

The air was broken, and the classroom became as hot as a desert at 

high noon. 

 

A  broken 

B  air 

C  hot 

D  high 

 

 

 

(8) Which word in the sentence below is a noun? 
Reporting Category: Language  

Standard:  Structure and Origins of Modern English-6 

 

The office birthday cake was shaped like a turtle. 

 

A   birthday 

B  was 

C  shaped 

D  turtle 

 

 

(9) The right to question the decision is _____. 
Reporting Category: Language  

Standard:  Structure and Origins of Modern English-6 

 

A   theirs 

B   there's 

C   theres' 

D   they'res 

 

 

(10) Which of the following words in this sentence are nouns? 
Reporting Category: Language  

Standard:  Structure and Origins of Modern English-6 

 

Bob used to enjoy soccer before his knee was hurt. 

 

A  Bob, soccer, knee 

B  used, enjoy, hurt 

C  Bob, enjoy, soccer, hurt 

D  to, before, knee 

 

 

 

 



“Annie and Olllie” 

 The weather could not have been more perfect. Annie was so 

ecstatic that it was Saturday. She planned to spend the day playing 

basketball with her friends and swimming in the afternoon if they had 

time. It was late May and she could almost feel summer about to 

start. Only three more weeks of school! She had a ridiculous amount 

of homework to do that weekend, but that was what Sunday nights were 

invented for. 

     "Ollie, come outside with us," she tugged at her older brother's 

shirtsleeve. He was spread out on the kitchen table, papers from one 

end of the surface to the other, intent upon solving an intricate 

math equation. "It's Saturday! Time to play!" 

     "Annie, I have to finish this. Otherwise, I might flunk math." 

He gave her a serious look and punched a series of numbers into an 

enormous scientific calculator. She munched on her breakfast, getting 

crumbs all over his work. He brushed them aside carefully and 

deposited them in the wastebasket, only to have her create a whole 

new mess before he returned to his seat. She grinned and bounced on 

one foot, a ball of energy. Ollie took a bite of her raisin bagel. 

They both loved bagels smeared in cream cheese, though Ollie usually 

ate his on a plate with a napkin. 

     "Oh come on, Ol, you haven't gotten so much as an A minus in 

years. Don't be such a bummer." She kept tugging at his arm. He waved 

her off distractedly. 

     "No, you go ahead. Wait, didn't mom say you had to finish your 

chores before going outside?" 

     "Aww, don't you start too." With a wave, she was off, half-eaten 

bagel in one hand and a ball in the other. Ollie shook his head at 

his impulsive sister. Though it was true that he got all A's, the 

same could not be said of Annie. He hoped that she would learn to be 

responsible one day, better it sooner rather than later. After all, 

he wouldn't always be around to clean up after her. 
 

(11)  How is Annie different than her brother? 
Reporting Category:  Reading and Literature 

Standard:  Understanding a Text-8 

 

A  She enjoys math. 

B  She gets better grades. 

C  She is less responsible. 

D  She is cleaner. 

 

(12)  How are Ollie and Annie similar? 
Reporting Category:  Reading and Literature 

Standard:  Understanding a Text-8 

 

A  They like to play basketball. 

B  They both get straight A's in school. 

C  They like the same breakfast food. 

D  They are both messy when they eat. 



“TEDDY” 

Not long ago and not far away there was a beautiful, big teddy bear 

who sat on a shelf waiting for someone to buy him and give him a 

home. His name was Wolstencroft. And he was no ordinary bear. 

     His fur was a lovely shade of light gray, and he had honey 

colored ears, nose and feet. His eyes were warm and kind and he had a 

wonderfully wise look on his face. Wolstencroft looked very smart in 

a brown plaid waistcoat with a gold satin bow tie at his neck. 

Attached to the tie was a tag with his name written in bold, black 

letters: Wolstencroft. 

     He had recently arrived and there was a lovely big tree in the 

window, all decorated with fairy lights. Yards and yards of sparkling 

tinsel were draped over everything, and cheerful music was playing 

all the time. Wolstencroft was especially fond of Jingle Bells. He 

liked its light, tinkling sounds. It always made him feel merry. 

 

(13)  When does this story take place? 
Reporting Category:  Reading and Literature 

Standard:  Style & Language-15 

 

A  while children are at school 

B  during the holiday season 

C  many, many years ago 

D  at 10 o'clock in the morning 

 

 

(14)   Where does this story take place? 
Reporting Category:  Reading and Literature 

Standard:  Style & Language-15 

 

A  in a zoo 

B  on a farm 

C  in the forest 

D  in a store 

 

 

(15)  Which of the following sentences is a simple sentence? 
Reporting Category: Language  

Standard:  Structure and Origins of Modern English-6 

 

A  The meeting took place, and everyone showed up. 

B  The meeting was long, and the meeting was boring. 

C  The meeting was long and boring. 

D  Tom and Felix went to the meeting, and Felix made them late. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(16)  Which of the following sentences is a compound sentence? 
Reporting Category: Language  

Standard:  Structure and Origins of Modern English-6 

 

A  Kenny enjoys outdoor activities. 

B  Kenny enjoys hiking. 

C  Kenny likes the mountain's view. 

D  Kenny likes the view, and he enjoys hiking. 

 

 

(17)   Which of the following sentences is a compound sentence? 
Reporting Category: Language  

Standard:  Structure and Origins of Modern English-6 

 

A  The party is almost over. 

B  I'm sure it will be fun. 

C  The party will last two hours. 

D  The party will last two hours, but I'm sure it will be fun. 

 

 

(18)  Which of the following sentences is a compound sentence? 
Reporting Category: Language  

Standard:  Structure and Origins of Modern English-6 

 

A  Tom goes grocery shopping. 

B  Grocery shopping is fun but expensive. 

C  Jerry buys books. 

D  Tom goes grocery shopping, but Jerry buys books. 

 

 

(19)  Which of the following sentences is a simple sentence? 
Reporting Category: Language  

Standard:  Structure and Origins of Modern English-6 

 

A  Allan Quatermain's party ended up at the site, only after 

following Umbopa. 

B  Following Umbopa, Allan Quatermain's party was led to the site. 

C  Allan Quatermain and his party followed Umbopa to the site. 

D  Allan Quatermain's party followed Umbopa, and he led them to the 

site. 

 

 

(20)   Which sentence is punctuated correctly? 
Reporting Category: Language  

Standard:  Structure and Origins of Modern English-6 

 

A  John asked, "What’s for dinner?" 

B  John asked, "Whats for dinner?" 

C  John asked "What’s for dinner?" 

D  John asked, "What’s for dinner." 

 


