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What Type of Thinker are You?

Exercise in Thinking #1
Have students work independently to fill in the following information regarding their present thinking.  Ask them to think about how they think in their daily lives in dealing with school, work, family and friends. 

I rate my thinking on a scale of 1 – 10 , with 10 being the highest quality  __________________.  I based this rating on  the fact that I _______________________.

My thinking is good in the following areas of my life_______________________________________________. My thinking is okay but needs improvement in these areas_________________________________________ and my thinking is poor in these areas_________________________________________________________.

Exercise in Thinking #2
Have students work in groups of two or three. Ask them to practice the clarification in thinking process below with each other. They can use a current issue or problem within the IT world they have encountered recently.

Exercise in Thinking # 3
Check to see if you are at the Unreflective Thinker stage.  Answer the following questions.

1. Describe the role that thinking is playing in your life.

2. Describe a recent assumption you made that you should not have made.

3. What is a concept you recently formed that you previously lacked?

4. List five inferences you made in the last hour.

5. Name and explain a point of view that you sometimes use to guide your thinking.

6. Briefly describe how you analyze and assess thinking.

7. Name some intellectual standards you use and explain how you apply them.

8. Explain the role of egocentric thinking in your life.

9. Take one or two of the intellectual traits and explain what you are doing to try to embody them.

If students have any difficulty with answering these questions then they may be at the Unreflective Thinker stage.

Exercise in Thinking # 4
Have students work in small groups to discuss the major points of the Beginning Thinker stage and to develop a list of what they can do to get to this stage of thinking.  Have them share the list with the other groups. 

Exercise in Thinking #5
Ask students to work in small groups of three.  Each student will discuss strategies they would like to incorporate into their plan for becoming a Practicing Thinker.  Ask each student to develop a plan using at least three strategies that they can incorporate into their thinking and present to the class.

Exercise in Thinking # 6
Have students work in pairs and share information with their partner. Ask students to think about an important problem in their lives. This should be a problem that is a current or a former problem. Have them state their purpose, the problem, the point of view that is relevant, the information they are using, the concepts guiding their reasoning, the assumptions they are making, ask them to state the most important implications of potential decisions they might make, and finally, the inferences or conclusions they might come to in solving their problem.  
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