English 10APersuasive Essay Assignment

Due Dates: Topic & Outline ________       1st Paragraph ________      
 
 2nd - Last Paragraphs ________       First Full Draft ________       Final Copy of Essay _______

PERSUASIVE ESSAY OVERVIEW
Possible Organization Styles

*4-5 Paragraph Persuasive Essay
The Pro, Con, Pro Organization Style
*Typed, double-spaced
*1st : Capture Attention/Lead-in and State Thesis

*12 pt. Times New Roman font
*2nd: One-two points of support

*Name, Assignment, Class, Date
*3rd: Opposing view with refutation

in upper right or left corner
*4th: One-two points of support

*Two researched items of support
*5th: Summary and Conclusion



    -One must be from a periodical

     or book (paper form or Internet).


-The second can be internet
The Con, Pro, Details Organization Style


*1st : Capture Attention/Lead-in and State Thesis

*Only verified statistics may be used.
*2nd: Opposing view(s) with refutation

Do not assume an Internet source
*3rd: Two points of support

 
is reliable.  Get prior approval from
*4th: Details on how your idea might be implemented

me before using.


*Sources will be documented using informal


newspaper style.  Also, hand in source material
The Cons, Pros Organization Style
    (photocopies, printouts) with final draft.
*1st : Capture Attention/Lead-in and State Thesis

*For the author to be eligible to get an “A,” 
*2nd: Opposing view(s) with refutation

   the topic must not be purely personal, such as 
*3rd: Two points of support

“Why I Deserve a Car.”
*4th: Summary and Conclusion

What is a persuasive essay?



Brainstorm: What topics fire you up?

A persuasive essay is a piece of writing





that tries to convince readers to accept




a particular viewpoint or to take certain

certain actions.  Most effective persuasive





essays contain these items:





· A clearly stated opinion or argument, a thesis,





on an issue that has more than one side.






· Evidence to support the opinion or argument.






· Memorable and convincing details as well as

Outline: How would you support your view?
vivid, persuasive language.




What do people who disagree with you say?
· An effective, logical organization.

Choosing Your Topic

Choose a topic that is important

to you and for which you can find

support.  You may use facts, statistics,

anecdotes, research findings, etc.

to support your point of view.

Writing Your First Paragraph

Capture attention/lead-in with a story or a statistic that illustrates the importance of your topic.  After capturing attention, clearly state you thesis: what do you believe.  In stating your thesis you might also address these questions: Why do you think this topic is important?  What would happen if nothing were done about this problem? 

Any support that comes in the first paragraph should be in generalities—specifics come later.  Points will be deducted if provable parts is missing from your thesis.

Writing Your 2nd –5th Paragraphs

These can be written in several different ways.  Pay attention in class, take notes, and write down examples you like.

Introducing Thesis:  Leads

The lead should guide your reader smoothly toward your thesis, or main idea.  There are many ways a lead can be written; just make sure the lead you write will, like the title, capture the reader’s interest and prepare the reader for the thesis that comes next.


Guidelines:
1. The lead must be both appropriate and relevant to the thesis.

2. The lead should capture the interest of your readers.

3. The lead should link to your thesis.

The following are some possible leads:

1. Incident
2. Examples
3. Analogy-an explanation of an unfamiliar thing with something more familiar.  A comparison.

4. Quotation—especially useful from a character or an author. 

5. Background—usually historical or informative information necessary to the reader.
6. Description—most effective when topic involves person, place, or object.
7. Definition—especially useful if you are going to use the term in your paper. 


Beep…  Beep…  Beep…  You hear the familiar hollow sound of the heart monitor.  The only comfort left in life for you (if you can call it a life) is knowing that each shrill, mechanical sound that exits the monitor represents a passing heartbeat that brings you closer to a welcomed death.  In the rare occasion that you aren’t using all of your thought to make an attempt to overcome the intense pain that rages through your body, you wonder what possible value anyone sees in the lifeless and empty shell that they see lying on your hospital bed.  Followed is the question of how that given value can possibly exceed the pain that has become what is left of your existence.  

Currently in the U.S., there are laws against assisting someone in death.  But how can a broad and general law satisfy each and every individual case?  Is it fair or even logical to have someone decide the value of another person’s life?  And finally, shouldn’t it be completely up to you whether or not your life is worth living?


Our government has come up with and/or improvised laws countless times to give U.S. citizens simple, yet important rights.  These rights vary from the right to speak our minds when we feel like it, to the right to say nothing at all if that’s what we wish.  Surprisingly, there is one very big and important right that the government doesn’t give us. This right’s absence is the cause of damaged pride and extreme pain in the final days of many people’s lives.  This right is euthanasia, or the right to die.  It seems strange that by now a system hasn’t been worked out that would allow people in agony a final wish: to die in peace and dignity.  It certainly doesn’t seem out of the realm of possibilities that there is a system that would work well.


A lot of people consider helping someone die inhumane.  But according to Dictionary.com, inhumane is “Lacking or reflecting lack of pity or compassion.”  It seems that if someone who is forcing a terminally ill person that doesn’t want to be dependent on a machine to live and/or is in extreme pain continue to live is lacking compassion.  That person obviously isn’t feeling the suffering person’s pain or understanding their beliefs if they’re forcing the complete opposite that is wished.  For some reason there doesn’t seem to be a big argument about it being inhumane when a person destroys an animal that is obviously in pain and won’t live for much longer because of what’s causing its pain.  The only big difference there seems to be when it’s a human is that the person is verbally asking for an assisted suicide to be done and can tell us just how much pain they’re in.  

Granted, euthanasia does have its flaws.  There is a significant difference between wanting to die due to being terminally ill and in an intense state of pain, and simply being deeply depressed among other things.  In an article from August 9, 1993, USA Today reported that among older people suffering from terminal illnesses who attempt suicide, the number suffering from depression reaches almost 90%.  It is obvious that depression is a factor in the desire for euthanasia.  But what’s stopping us from finding and treating the depressed and revising the Euthanasia laws to allow the people that are physically suffering with no chance of getting better to have their wishes and be put out of their misery?  It seems cruel to not have a system that would allow us to separate, or at least attempt to separate, the two groups.  It’s especially cruel since in this day and age, we obviously could work out a system over time.


We all hope the day will never come where death is the best way out.  Unfortunately, it’s always a possibility.  Hopefully in the future laws will be made that will allow anyone that is in a position where death looks like the best outcome to make the decision on their own.  Otherwise you’ll have to hope that the person doing the decision making on your life will make the best choice.
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The clock has just struck ten, and the two of you are settling down for a long winter’s nap.  Suddenly, the phone rings.  It’s your son.  The basketball game went into double-overtime, his usual ride left straight from the game, and now he (your son) is the only one left at the school.  Would you mind getting up, getting dressed, and coming down to pick him up?  As your son gets older, situations like these will only occur more and more often.  As such, buying your son a used car at this time would be a very wise decision.


Buying your son a car would alleviate many problems for you, the parents.  For one, no longer would you have to shuttle your son back and forth to ball practice, to dances, and to friends’ houses.  Your son could drive himself, and you would not have to drop everything you are doing to match his schedule.  Secondly, after having provided your son with a car, he could in fact do things for you the parents.  For example, he could go grocery shopping, drop off rented movies, and actually drive some of his younger siblings to games and practices, thus giving you the parents even more free time.  A June 2002 StarTribune study indicated that parents who provide their teenage children with cars do indeed have more free time.  With that time, you could lounge around on the deck relaxing a bit, or you could attend some of the other children’s events and honestly enjoy them, not having to worry about leaving to go pick up or drop off another child.


Granted, there are some reasons why you might be hesitant about buying your son a car.  The biggest of these would be the lack of responsibility he has demonstrated in the past.  Admittedly, in years past, he has been slow to complete chores such as doing dishes or mowing lawns.  And perhaps you think his attitude about caring for a car would be just as lax.  However, the whole truth is that over the last year, he has demonstrated increasingly high levels of responsibility.  The lawn is mowed when you arrive home, and he doesn’t have to be asked to do the dishes when it is his turn.  Clearly, he is more responsible than his pre-teen record indicates, and surely he would take good care of a car.


Finally, not only would buying your son a car be fair in light of his current behavior, a 1999 study by the University of Minnesota indicated that car ownership actually increases a teenager’s level of responsibility.  Knowing that owning a car is a privilege, not a right, teenagers work hard to keep a car maintained and insurance premiums paid.  Some may say this would be difficult for your son with his already hectic schedule.  In truth the only way he would succeed would be if he were increasingly more organized and responsible: in an effort to gain your trust and keep the privilege of car ownership, he would become more of the type of son you want him to be.


All parents want their children to grow up to become mature, independent, responsible adults.  By purchasing a car for your son, you will not only encourage him to grow in these areas, you will also be simplifying your life by making him more responsible for errands and transportation of himself and others.  

A decision such as this demands careful deliberation, but in the end we will all reach the same conclusion:  

buying your son a car will benefit not just him but the entire family as well.

Sample Persuasive Essay Introductions

Good

Suppose you were in a very serious car accident.  And if kept alive you would most likely have to live with heavy brain damage and/or physical disabilities.  Would you want to live to suffer for the rest of your life or would you rather be let die in peace?  Well sometimes the choice isn't yours.  Because of current laws you might be kept alive against your will simply because the government thinks you should live.  But shouldn't the choice be yours?

Good, Two-Paragraph Intro

Somewhere in the Amazon rainforest a child, family, and tribe have to fight for what they have called home for generations.  All that they have learned and know is about their part of the forest, how the plants and animals have coexisted for years.  From one walk in their home, one can see the miraculous beauties of the forest and how it defines "Life".  But this could all be destroyed because a local farmer, major logging company, or the government wanting to use the land for profit.  How come for so many years plants and animals have been able to coexist, but humans can't seem to grasp this concept?

The Amazon Rainforest is the largest existing rainforest today, and it contributes much to the world while providing homes to many exotic forms of life.  Therefore, we should halt the deforestation of the Amazon forest in order to conserve its plants and animals, other resources, and indigenous peoples. 

Good, Implied Thesis

Beep, beep, beep.  The alarm goes off and it is time to get ready for school.  You get up, go to the bathroom and head for the closet.  You look in at the variety of clothes.  You can see your favorite outfit, the sweat pants that are so comfortable, and the new shirt you just bought.  Then you remember that you can't wear any of those because your school chose to have uniforms.  You slap on your clothes and head out the door, all along wishing you didn't look like everyone else. 

Abrupt (Thesis appears too suddenly after anecdote)

Suppose that you and your family are having a family night together, watching your favorite scary movie.  Suddenly your father starts to have really bad chest pains; you call 911, telling them to get to your house quickly.  They tell you he needs to go to the hospital; he's having a heart-attack.  When you get to the hospital the doctor tells you that he needs bypass surgery to save his life.  Three weeks later you and your family are again sitting on the couch finishing the movie from the other night.  You're so glad that bypass surgery was invented!  Without animal research this life saving process wouldn't be available. 

Sample Persuasive Essay Introductions   
Abrupt (Thesis appears too suddenly after anecdote)

It all started when little Johnny's curiosity won him over.  At about 2 o'clock in the morning Johnny tip toed into his parents bedroom while they were sound asleep.  He slowly opened the nightstand by his father's side of the bed. Johnny stuck his little hand in and pulled out a pistol.  Quietly he crept back to his room still holding the gun.  But since it was so dark Johnny didn't even notice the laundry basket in front of him.  Johnny stumbled and the gun fired, shooting Johnny in the left foot. What should be done about this?  Should there be tighter gun control?

Contrast Approach, But Hurts Argument

Smoking is a bad habit to pick up.  One of the worst ways to start smoking is by peer pressure.  By age 14 your child has already experimented with cigarettes or is smoking them every day while you watch television.  There should not be an exact age where teens are legal to smoke cigarettes. What do you want your child doing: smoking dope or smoking cigarettes?  Lowering the age for smoking cigarettes is a wise decision. 

Faulty Logic

Remember a long time ago when people built walls around their castles and Indians would use spears to protect themselves?  Well now a days it's a lot different.  People use guns to protect themselves.  And there are certain people that abuse the right to have a gun.  That's when people get hurt.  The only people that use a gun when needed or in the right situation are the police.  They are the most trustworthy people. 

Faulty Logic

Ever wonder why people do drugs?  Well a correct answer to that question can only be an educated guess or a theory.  Most people just say because they are depressed or addicted.  However the true reason lies in the law.  Many people use drugs as an opportunity to rebel against the law.  Maybe if it were legal to sell and take narcotics in controlled circumstances, there wouldn't be such a general disrespect of the law regarding narcotics.

Persuasive Essay: Peer Editing Form
Writer’ Name ______________________

Paragraphs 1-3
Editor’s Name ______________________


Editor’s Name ______________________

Writer: Answer the following four questions:

What is your thesis? _____________________________________________________________

What is your first pro?  ___________________________________________________________

What is your con? _______________________________________________________________

How do you refute this con? _______________________________________________________

Introductory Paragraph

What type of introduction is used?  Anecdote  Contrast  Funnel     Anecdote  Contrast  Funnel

Is the thesis clear?  Yes  No   Yes  No


Is the thesis specific?  Yes  No   Yes  No

Supporting points touched-on?  Yes  No   Yes  No   
Are details discussed too much?  Yes  No  Yes No

Rate the Intro Paragraph:  Doesn’t grab attention    Unclear    Okay but brief    Too detailed    Fair    Good

Pro Paragraph

First point of support for thesis: __________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Is the first point of support clarified? Yes  No   Yes  No   Is an example/illustration given? Yes  No   Yes  No

Second point of support for thesis: _______________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Is the first point of support clarified? Yes  No   Yes  No   Is an example/illustration given? Yes  No   Yes  No

Rate the Pro Paragraph: Weak support    Poor order of support    Clear but brief     Fair    Good

Look for these possible errors:

Does the writer mix two pros together? Yes  No   Yes  No

Does the writer say he/she has two pros, but it really is just one?   Yes  No   Yes  No

Con Paragraph

Opposing arguments: _________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Are opposing arguments clarified?  Yes  No   Yes  No Is an example/illustration given?  Yes  No   Yes  No

How does the author refute the argument(s)? 


Accepts that the opposition has a good point

Accepts somewhat but says “however . . .” 

Rate the Con Paragraph: Weak support for opposition    Weak, unclear refutation    Clear but brief     Fair    Good

Comments on Paragraphs: ___________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
Persuasive Essay: Peer Editing Form
Writer’ Name ______________________

Paragraphs 4-5
Editor’s Name ______________________


Editor’s Name ______________________

Writer: Answer the following four questions:

What is your thesis? _____________________________________________________________

What is your final pro?  ___________________________________________________________

If you need a plan to implement your idea, what is this plan? _____________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________

Pro Paragraph

Point of support for thesis: _________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

Is the point of support clarified? Yes  No   Yes  No   Is an example/illustration given? Yes  No   Yes  No

Another point of support for thesis (optional): ___________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Is the point of support clarified? Yes  No   Yes  No   Is an example/illustration given? Yes  No   Yes  No

Rate the Pro Paragraph: Weak support    Poor order of support    Clear but brief     Fair    Good

Look for these possible errors:

Does the writer mix two pros together? Yes  No   Yes  No

Does the writer say he/she has two pros, but it really is just one?   Yes  No   Yes  No

Concluding Paragraph

How does first sentence capture attention?  Quote  Statistic  General Statement  /  Quote  Statistic  General Statement

Is a con mentioned?  Yes  No   Yes  No


If a con is mentioned, is it refuted?  Yes  No   Yes  No   How? ______________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

How does the essay end?   Promise   Threat   Look toward the Future   Thesis Restated   Intro Revisited   Life Statement

(circle all that apply)
        Promise   Threat   Look toward the Future   Thesis Restated   Intro Revisited   Life Statement

Comments on Paragraphs: ____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Optional: Details Paragraph

Is the plan clear?  Explain why or why not: ________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Are objections to the thesis addressed by the plan? __________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________
Persuasive Essay: Peer Editing Form
Writer’s Name ______________________

First Full Draft
Editor’s Name ______________________


  (Homework) Editor’s Name ______________________

Writer: Write down your audience and thesis.
Audience: ___________________________________________________________________________

Thesis:
______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Reviewers: Evaluate the following sections.

Examine the Essay for Specific Elements


Is the essay double-spaced?  Yes  No

Is Name, Assignment, Class, Date in corner?  Yes  No


Is the essay free of section headings?  Yes  No

Is the font Times New Roman? Yes  No

        (Use of headings such as Part II Cons is not allowed.)
Read the Essay


As you read, write Good by those sections of the essay that you particularly like.


Mark with ? the portions of the essay that confuse you.


Write Reword by sections that don’t confuse you but are still poorly written.


Write Reorder by sections that you think are out of place and should be moved.


Write Frag or RO when you see fragments or run-ons.


Mark any paragraph break that is incorrect.
Introductory Paragraph

What type of introduction is used?  Anecdote  Contrast  Funnel   /  Anecdote  Contrast  Funnel

Is the thesis clear?  Yes  No   Yes  No


Is the thesis specific?  Yes  No   Yes  No

Supporting points touched-on?  Yes  No   Yes  No   
Are details discussed too much?  Yes  No  Yes No

Rate the Intro Paragraph:  Doesn’t grab attention    Unclear    Okay but brief    Too detailed    Fair    Good

Pro Paragraph

First point of support for thesis: _______________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Is the first point of support clarified? Yes  No   Yes  No   Is an example/illustration given? Yes  No   Yes  No

Second point of support for thesis: ____________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Is second point of support clarified? Yes  No   Yes  No   Is an example/illustration given? Yes  No   Yes  No

Rate the Pro Paragraph: Weak support    Poor order of support    Clear but brief     Fair    Good

Look for these possible errors:

Does the writer mix two pros together? Yes  No   Yes  No

Does the writer say he/she has two pros, but it really is just one?   Yes  No   Yes  No

Con Paragraph

Opposing arguments: ____________________________________________________________
Are opposing arguments clarified?  Yes  No   Yes  No Is an example/illustration given?  Yes  No   Yes  No

How does the author refute the argument(s)? 


Accepts that the opposition has a good point

Accepts somewhat but says “however . . .” 

Rate the Con Paragraph: Weak support for opposition    Weak, unclear refutation    Clear but brief    Fair    Good

Pro Paragraph

Point of support for thesis: ______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Is the point of support clarified? Yes  No   Yes  No   Is an example/illustration given? Yes  No   Yes  No

Another point of support for thesis (optional): _______________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Is the point of support clarified? Yes  No   Yes  No   Is an example/illustration given? Yes  No   Yes  No

Rate the Pro Paragraph: Weak support    Poor order of support    Clear but brief     Fair    Good

Optional: Details Paragraph

Is the plan clear?  Explain why or why not: ________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Are objections to the thesis addressed by the plan? __________________________________________

Concluding Paragraph

How does first sentence capture attention?  Quote  Statistic  General Statement  /  Quote  Statistic  General Statement

Is a con mentioned?  Yes  No   Yes  No

If a con is mentioned is it refuted?  Yes  No   Yes  No   How? ______________________________________

How does the essay end?   Promise   Threat   Look toward the Future   Thesis Restated   Intro Revisited   
    Life Statement

Comments on Paragraphs: ____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Overall Final Analysis: To be completed by the author and one other person.

· Look at the entire peer edit sheet.  Is the word  No circled anywhere?  If so, make changes in essay.

· Look at the grade form for this assignment to judge what I’ll be grading.  Does your paper avoid errors that will cost you points?

· Is any published material preceded with “According to” or “A study by” to give credit to the authors?

· Do you have your points of support in the best possible order?

· Did you include good, clear support, or are you just expressing your feelings, using generalizations?

· In your opinion, what percentage of readers who disagree with you would change their opinion on the issue after reading your essay?
English 10: Persuasive Essay Grading Form
   Name_____________________________    Score _____________

+75 pts. possible  (–10% per day late)






Presentation of the Essay: Writing and Format

Errors in spelling, fragments, run-ons, word choice, punctuation, sentence-construction, etc.:  –1 per 2

Margins incorrect: –2      Not double-spaced: –2      Incorrect Font: –2

Content of the Essay: Overall Assessment

1. Is the essay at least a bit persuasive?  If not, no grade. Redo with late penalty.
2. Are sources clearly identified when needed?  –2 per not


3. Are the arguments arranged for the best rhetorical effect?  –4 per error

4. Are there enough pros to persuade?  –4 per missing pro

5. Are the pros true, convincing, and stated well?  –4 per weak pro or poorly worded pro

Content of the Essay: Specifics






6. Does the intro capture attention?  –2 if not





7. Does the intro smoothly lead to the thesis?  –2 if not

8. Is the thesis clear?  –2 if not

9. Within paragraphs, are sentences arranged in the best possible order?  –2 per not

10. Are appropriate transitions used to lead the reader from one idea to the next?  –2 per not

11. Are all arguments, both pros and cons, clearly stated?  –2 per not

12. Are all arguments logical and either supported, clarified, illustrated?  –2 per not

13. Are all arguments related to the thesis?  –4 per not

14. Are major cons addressed in the essay?  –4 per not

15. Are cons refuted well?  –2 to –4 if not done well;  –6 if not at all

16. Are any needed details on implementation clearly stated?  –2 per not

17. Are these details realistic?  –2 to –4 per not

18. Does the conclusion start with one of the following: general statement; reference to intro or thesis:  –2 if not

19. Does the final sentence wrap-up the essay?  –2 if not

20. Is the conclusion free of odd, unclear, or new arguments and statements?  –6 if not


[image: image1]
Note: This is a nice essay, but at most the author could receive a “B” since the topic is solely personal.
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Before turning essay in, double check that you have addressed all the following issues:


1) Who is your audience?  Figure that out.  Tailor your arguments to fit the audience.  Some people are very sensitive.


2) Avoid trying to say your entire essay in one paragraph, especially the first.  When you get to your thesis, STOP!  Start a new paragraph.  Many of you try to state and refute cons all over the place.


3) Avoid telling information unless you clarify why you are telling the information.  Have a point!


4) Use qualifiers: e.g., do not say “Always” unless you really mean it.  Say “Often” instead.


5) Simple, clear wording is often the best.  Use words like “First of all,”  “Second of all,”  “Granted,”  “Though these are valid concerns,”  “Additionally,”


6) To get back to pros (after the con paragraph), refute the con very clearly.  Make that refutation turn out to be a pro.  Then the transition is easy.  If you can’t do the above, consider putting the con paragraph second, right after introduction.


7) Avoid the following:   “I believe”   “you”   “your”   “they”


8) “can” and “will” mean it is happening now.  “could” and “would” are for hypothetical situations





To be completed by the author:


Whom are you trying to persuade?  _______________________________________________________________


What exactly is your thesis? _____________________________________________________________________


			


			 ______________________________________________________________________


What is a reason people might oppose you? __________________________________________________________


What is your strongest point of support? ____________________________________________________________











