Judging Criteria


At the Science Fair, Judges will rate projects based on these areas:

· Creativity ~ How the project shows creative ability and originality in terms of the question, the approach to solving the problem, and the analysis and interpretation of data and results.

· Scientific Thought ~ The judges will evaluate your use of the scientific method and how well you follow it.

· Thoroughness ~ Judges will rate how completely you do your research, conduct your experiment and take notes.

· Skill ~ The judges will evaluate how available resources are used.

· Clarity ~ This will evaluate how well you write and speak about your project.  The judge wants to completely understand your project.

As a result of the judging process, students may be selected to earn prizes as well as compete at the regional and even state level.

Science Fair Contract


I, ______________, understand that I am required to complete a science fair project according to this handbook.  I have read this handbook and also know that my project must be my own ideas and work and turned in by Wednesday, February 26th.
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Student Name: ______________________

Science Teacher: ____________________________

Science Fair Expectations


Each student at Terrell Lane Middle School is required to complete a Science Fair project.  Each project will follow the Scientific Method:

· Question

· Hypothesis

· Experiment

· Analysis

· Conclusion

Using this method as a guide, students will complete research, conduct an experiment, design a poster, and prepare a presentation about his or her chosen topic.

Important Due Dates!

· Already Completed:  Question, Hypothesis, Materials, Procedures (almost done and way to go!)

· Tuesday, February 10th – Progress Check

· Wednesday, February 18th – Display Boards in Class

· Mon.-Tues., February 23-24 – In-Class Presentations

· Monday, Monday 3/1: Science Fair

· Judging takes place in the am

· Open to public at 7:00 pm in the gym

Day of Event ~ Monday March 1st ~


Welcome to the Main Event!  On the big day, you will already have your poster set up.  To add to your display you may bring a model of your experiment. 


All your Science Fair materials must be labeled with your name, your grade, and your science teacher’s name.


Judging will take place in the morning. The public may view projects at 7:00 pm. You must arrange to bring your project home that evening.  


 Attention: If your project involved living things, you will not be permitted to bring the actual experiment, but you should bring pictures or drawings.  The overall appearance of your project will influence how the judge decides your score.


Poster


To present your Science Fair project, you will need to design a poster.  This poster will serve as a visual representation of your project.  It is wise to get your board early as many stores run out.  (Wal-Mart should have them.)  Here is what should be on each panel:
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Here are some tips for making your poster stand out:

· Words and Graphs poster should be large and very easy to read.

· You may want to use 2-3 bright, bold colors as backgrounds for each section and in your graphs

· Add photos or drawings of your experiment, your set-up, and your results




Topics

Before you pick a topic for this big project, think about what interests you!  Each student can choose any question or problem in a subject such as everyday science, plants, small animals, or household products.  Creativity is key, just make sure you check it with your teacher!  Find out everything you can!

      Here are some suggested areas you might want to look into:

*  Plants


*  Biology

*  Chemistry


*  Psychology

*  Magnets


*  Physics

*  Consumer Products Testing

*Note: projects cannot harm or injure animals!

Question


Pick a question that you have about your topic that you can test.

Write your question here:_________________________

_____________________________________________

Hypothesis

Once you are an expert in your topic, you must choose a potential answer or solution to the question, known as your hypothesis.  Do not worry if your hypothesis turns out to be wrong!  You will still have a great project!
Write your Hypothesis here:_______________________

______________________________________________

Experiment


To test your hypothesis, you will research, plan and develop an experiment.  The experiment will either prove that your answer IS correct or that it IS NOT correct.  You should make a plan of what you hope to do in your experiment.
~ First you list the materials you will   need.

~ Second you write out the procedures that you will go through to test your hypothesis. Be Specific ( 

~ As a part of your procedures you need to include three things: 

constants: (what stays the same in your experiment)______________________________

independent variable (the factor you will change):_________________________________ dependent variable (the factor that you are measuring):______________________________

To have a great project and enough time to do your experiment, start early and stay on task!!!  


 

Analysis

Your experiment will have many trials or tests, which means you will do the experiment many times.  As you perform and plan the experiment, you should record observations and data in a visual.  If the experiment does not work the first time, try again!


What type of visual (table, chart, line graph, bar graph, circle graph, pictures, etc) will you use?___________________

Conclusion


In your conclusion you must state whether your hypothesis   was correct or incorrect.  Make sure to answer your question!

To be a superscientist you could discuss any problems that you had doing your experiment and what could have been better. 
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