A PHOTO ESSAY

A CLOSER LOOK AT OUR COMMUNITY IN PICTURES AND IN WORDS

Do I have what it takes to be a photojournalist? Can I capture the essence of my community in pictures and words? Is a picture really worth a thousand words? Let’s find out in a photo essay! 

Goals: 1) To better understand our community through photo documentation and 2) to improve our writing, photography, and presentation skills.

Objectives: Learners will be able to 1) storyboard a photo essay, 2) capture images, 3) document those images, 4) outline, draft, and edit accompanying text, and 5) present a photo essay using presentation software or other means 

Driving Question: What can a picture tell us about our community and ourselves? 

Procedure:

· Choose a topic that you can illustrate with your own photographs  (Which came first, the “photo” or the “essay”? Ideally, both should “evolve” together.)

· Storyboard (outline) your essay, including the images that you plan to capture. (You may choose from a number of different formats: poem, song, fictional or non fictional story, . . . and your photographs may be staged or candid)

· Take your photographs  (Between 5 and 15, use no more than one roll of 24 exposure film, color or black and white, any size. You may also choose to use a digital camera.)

· Document your photographs using the form provided by your teacher. Every image must include the following information: where and when it was takes, a description of the subject, and an explanation of why you took this particular image and what it tells us as historians. 

· Have your pictures developed or download them to your computer

· Choose the photographs that best capture what you are trying to say in your essay (You may need to modify your outline)

· Write the first draft to your “essay” 

· Edit with your partner during workshop and complete your final draft

· Arrange and connect your pictures and text  (You may choose from a number of mounting techniques and styles or you may use Power Point or other presentation software)

· Include: a title, a cover, your photo documentation and a reflection on your work (What did you learn? How historically accurate was your essay?)

· Present to the class on the designated day

· Provide and receive feedback from your peers

Timeline: Topic (One week), Outline (2 weeks), photos (3 weeks), 1st draft 

(4 weeks), and final draft (5 weeks) 

Evaluation: Your History, Language Arts, and Art teachers, along with two of your classmates, will evaluate your essays using an agreed upon rubric.  

Lagniappe (something extra): The works will be exhibited in the library and the artist/author of the best work will receive an original picture book about our community!
