iDiscover in Year 3 
Summer 2008
Year 3 were exposed to iDiscover twice during the academic year.  The first time they addressed the question “Why were the Greeks great?” and the second time, in the penultimate week of the year, they reviewed the year’s learning.  Both weeks were intended to help the students to synthesise their learning.
The Greeks

With the Greeks, the students were taught the unit of work as normal but a week at the end was set aside for iDiscover.  At the start of this week they were offered a series of skills workshops e.g. sculpture, animation, comic strips.  They were told to work in collaborative groups and to plan what they wanted to achieve.
They took many different approaches, for example:

· One group made a documentary, interviewing teachers & parents

· Another group used the software programme Kar2ouche to storyboard the great myths

· One group made armour, researched battles and animated 2 triremes coming together

There were no behaviour issues during the week.  Pupils developed their skills in speaking & listening to each other, teamwork, co-operation and negotiating.
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Working together to upload work onto Curriki
“i-Discovered”
At the end of Year 3, students were given the opportunity to look back at the curriculum they had covered during the year and phrase questions appropriate for their own age group.

Initially they went straight into writing maths questions which were too difficult for any of them to answer.  The tutors got them together and asked them whether anyone in their year group would be able to answer them.  They quickly took that feedback on board and by Tuesday they were developing more age-appropriate questions on a variety of topics.  
On the last day, Friday, everyone presented their quizzes.  The winners were awarded badges and certificates that the teams had made.
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Putting a quiz into a blog on Curriki
They adopted a range of approaches including:

· Powerpoint multiple choice quizzes

· Video quizzes

· “Who wants to be a millionaire” formats

“Every child an expert”

If an adult sees value in the work of a child, it affirms their standing in the eyes of other children.  

This way of working makes the curriculum accessible to all as the children can work at their level.  In effect they draw up their own terms of reference.  One boy with special needs put together a picture quiz for the others.
For the gifted and talented, this approach removes boundaries and also gives them the opportunity to fail.  For example if some of the questions are too hard, they may need to rethink and reframe them.

Now when children write about Year 3, they ask for more iDiscover.

Curriki

The groups were enthusiastic about using Curriki to showcase their work.  “It is special to have a real audience.”
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