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UNIT 1
Defining Community

Introductory Activities
 Learn about community (15 minutes). Begin by defining

community (a group of people who share something in common).
For the purposes of this project, community is further defined as a
group of people who share a geographic location. Remind students
that they are all also part of religious, ethnic and other communities
that are not confined to one location.

 Watch Hello Panwapa Island (25 minutes). Discuss the
following questions after the video:
 Would you consider Panwapa Island a community? Why or why

not?
 How did the residents of Panwapa Island feel about Azibo when

he first arrived? Why did they feel this way?
 How did Azibo feel about the way he was treated when he first

arrived?
 Have you ever felt like Azibo did? When? Why?
 Why did the residents of Panwapa Island change their minds

about Azibo?
 Can you think of times during history when members of your

community or other communities treated certain individuals
differently than others? Why did they do this? If attitudes have
changed, why did they change? If they haven’t changed, how
could you help make them change?

 Why are people sometimes afraid of individuals outside of their
communities?

 If you see others feeling negatively about new members of your
community, how can you help change this?

 Talk about similarities and differences in your community
(10 minutes). Talk about how communities are made up of
people who are similar and different. Discuss how differences can
be exciting and shouldn’t make people scared.

 Complete hand Venn diagrams (20 minutes). Ask students to
complete the hand Venn diagram activity on page eight of Panwapa
magazine.

 Create an avatar online (20 minutes). Each group will begin by
accessing the Panwapa web page and creating an avatar for each
child. (If the group is too large, you may want to create just one
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avatar for the group, or break children into small groups that create
their own avatars).

 Make Panwapa Cards online (20 minutes). Each child will make
his or her own Panwapa Card. Print the cards out and have each
student develop and write their own personal motto, which should
be conceived in the spirit of Panwapa and global citizenry. This
motto can be taken from the Panwapa Power Pact or devised
independently. Use the sentence starter handout at the end of this
section to help guide students. Help students compare cards and
discuss how the class is similar and different, yet still a community.

Information Booth Project #1
 Introduce the concept of Information Booths (10 minutes).

Here’s the set up: Panwapa Island is floating towards your
community; Azibo, Koko, Bill the Bug, Tungar, Athena and Baabra
and her family will soon be visiting. What do you want them to
know about where you live?

 Panwapa flags (1 hour): Make a Panwapa flag for your class or
group using cloth, felt, paper or whatever materials are available.
The flag should picture the six things that are most important to
you as a group, and that you feel best communicate who you are
and what you stand for as a community. The flag will be displayed
on the completed Information Booth.

 Complete the activity: “A Warm Welcome.” (1 hour) The
magazine presents how to say “welcome” in five languages. Ask
students to use language dictionaries and the Internet to find out
how to say “welcome” in even more languages. Using pebbles,
wood, straw, sand and whatever art supplies are available, create a
“welcome” sign or sculpture in multiple languages for public display
in your Information Booth.

Reflection Questions
 What can you learn from people who are similar to you? What can

you learn from people who are different from you?
 Why is it important to welcome people to your community?
 How can your community benefit from new ideas and different

people?
 If you moved somewhere new, how would you like others to

welcome you?
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Panwapa Card Motto Sentence Starters

Finish one of these sentences in your own words. Then write it
below. When you’re ready, write it on the back of your Panwapa
card!

The most important thing in my life is…

Everyday, I try to…

I respect people who…

The people I admire most…

If I ran the world,…

If I could change one thing about the world,…

I hope one day the world will…

I hope one day all children in the world will…


