SOCIAL PROBLEMS

A RESEARCH EXPERIENCE
Our society has many significant social problems worth examining.  In this study, you will choose some particular aspect of a problem.  Give the environment crisis, for example, you might explore the problem of waste disposal.  Or, you might research and write about rain forests. Ideally, you will choose a topic that both interests and concerns you, one that you truly care about!  In any case, keep an open, questioning mind.  Challenge your own attitudes and expectations.  Be willing to learn about something so that you can know the truth.  You will be, in essence, an investigative reporter.
STEPS:
1. Choose a “SOCIAL PROBLEM” from the list on the back of this page.
2. Do your research.  Take notes from at least SIX reliable sources.
**See the information below that must be included in your paper!  This should be what you focus your research on!**
3. Outline your paper, covering the following four sections:
SECTIONS FOR RESEARCH PAPER
BACKGROUND:

-background/history

-causes

-contributing factors

IMPACT:
-impact of problem on environment, society, individuals

-human impact

-costs incurred by or for this problem ($$ or emotionally)

SOLUTIONS:
-solutions: what has been done through the government and private programs as well as individual efforts?  What worked/didn’t work?  Why/why not? 

-what YOU think the solution should be
FINAL ANALYSIS:
-is there any hope?

-who is to be held responsible?

LIST OF REQUIREMENTS

YOU WILL TURN IN:
1. SIX SOURCE SHEETS: You will search and read AT LEAST SIX primary sources (ex: Newspaper articles, magazine articles, books, internet sources) that report on the problem.  You will create source pages from these sources to be turned in for credit.

At the top of each SOURCE SHEET, record the appropriate citation according to your CITATION SHEET, and at least 5 notes that you will could use to help you understand your topic or support your ideas in your paper.

2. WRITTEN REPORT/PAPER: The resulting paper will be typed.  There is no formal requirement for a number of pages, but a thorough paper that will earn a distinguished grade will likely be 3-4 pages and carefully proofread.  Also a cover sheet, and a rough draft.

3. COVER PAGE
4. WORKS CITED: In addition to your paper you will prepare a works cited which records the sources cited in your paper.

SOCIAL PROBLEMS (TOPIC CHOICES)
Immigration

Alcoholism

Animal Cruelty

Domestic Violence

Health Care for the Poor/Elderly

Gangs/Gang-related violence

Literacy

Teen suicide/depression

Pollution/all types

Teen Crimes

Teen Runaways

Hunger

Child Pornography

College binge drinking

Hazing

Political Correctness

Divorce

Hate Crimes

Eating Disorders

Racial Profiling

Teen Pregnancy

Teen Drop-outs

Sexual Harassment

Education (low income students)

Terrorism

Child Abuse

Drug Abuse

Homelessness

Increasing Crime Rate

Waste Disposal

Drunk Driving

Sexually Transmitted Diseases

Gender Equity

AIDS

Affirmative Action

Prison Overcrowding

