
1st Grade - Habitats 
NYS Standard 4 (Science): Living Environment 

 Key Idea 1: Living things both similar to and different from each other and  
                                   from nonliving things. 

 Key Idea 3:  Individual organisms and species change over time. 
 Key Idea 5:  Organisms maintain a dynamic equilibrium that sustains life. 
 Key Idea 6: Plants and animals depend on each other and their physical environment. 

Major Understandings Learning Experience/Objectives Supporting 
Terms 

1.1a Animals need air, water, and food in order to live and 
thrive. 
1.1b Plants require air, water,nutrients, and light in order 
to live and thrive. 
1.1d Nonliving things do not live and thrive. 
 

Planting Bean Seeds: Students will plant seeds in 
individual containers and predict the basic needs of 
plants for proper development. 
Basic Needs: Students will identify the needs of 
various organisms and then compare and contrast the 
needs of various organisms to develop a common list 
of needs for all living things.  
School Habitat: Students will classify a habitat as 
complete or incomplete and will generate solutions on 
how to make an incomplete habitat more complete.  
Needs of Bean Plants: Students will identify the needs 
of a bean plant through experimentation.   

soil, nutrients, seed, 
plant, organism, need, 
shelter, living things, 
non-living things, 
compare, contrast, 
habitat, complete 
habitat, incomplete 
habitat, 
seedling, experiment, 
need, change 

3.1a Each animal has different structures that serve 
different functions in growth, survival, and reproduction. 
• Wings, legs, or fins enable some animals to seek 

shelter and to escape predators. 
• The mouth, including teeth, jaws, and tongue, 

enables some animals to eat and drink. 
• Eyes, nose, ears, tongue, and skin of some animals 

enable the animals to sense their surroundings. 
• Claws, shells, spines, feathers, fur, scales, and color 

of body covering enable some animals to protect 
themselves from predators and other environmental 
conditions, or enable them to obtain food. 

• Some animals have parts that are used to produce 
sounds and smells to help the animal meet its needs. 

• The characteristic of some animals change as 
seasonal conditions change (e.g. fur grows and is 
shed to help regulate body heat; body fat is a form of 
stored food changes as the season changes.) 

5.1b An organism’s external features enable it to carry out 
life functions in its particular environment. 
5.2a Parts of some plants adapt to meet the immediate 
needs of the plant. 
5.2b Parts of some animals change and meet the 
immediate needs of the animal. 
5.2c Senses can provide essential information (regarding 
danger, food, mate, etc) to animals about their 
environment. 
5.2d Some animals, including humans, move from place to 
place to meet their needs. 
5.2e Particular animals are influenced by changing 
environmental conditions including: fat storage in winter, 
coat thickness in winter, camouflage, shedding of fur. 
5.2f Some animal behaviors are influenced by 
environmental conditions.  These behaviors may include: 
nest building, hibernating, hunting, migrating, and 
communicating. 
5.2g The health, growth, and development of organisms 
are affected by environmental conditions such as the 
availability of food, air, water, space, shelter, heat, and 
sunlight. 
6.1b An organism’s pattern of behavior is related to 
thenature of that organism’s environment, including the 
kinds and numbers of organisms present, the availability 
of food, and other resources, and the physical 
characteristics of the environment.  
6.1c When the environment changes, some plants and 
animals survive and reproduce, and others die or move to 
new locations. 
6.2c Animals that eat plants for food may in turn become 
food for other animals. This sequence is called a “food 
chain”. 

 
Animal Parts and Defenses: Students will identify 
various structures of animals and explain how these 
structures help the animal meet its needs and protect 
itself from harm. 
 
Animals Change With the Seasons: Students will 
identify and describe the actions of various plants and 
animals in the winter and how these actions help the 
animals adapt to its environment. 
 
Desert: Students will describe the conditions of a 
desert and identify the adaptations of plants and 
animals that live there. 
 
Rainforests: Students will investigate the number of 
plants and animals found in the rainforest, how we use 
items from the rainforest in our homes, and create a 
model of the layers of the rainforest using dioramas.    
 
Temperate Forests and Boreal Forests: Students will 
identify adaptations and habits of plants/animals that 
live in temperature and boreal forests and 
compare/contrast these two type of forests.   
 
Grasslands: Students will compare and contrast the 
three types of grasslands and use a graphic organizer 
to gather information about the various mammals that 
live in the grasslands in order to compare their 
adaptations. 
 
Aquatic Habitats: Students will identify the plants and 
animals and their adaptations in the various aquatic 
habits and compile the plants and animals of the 
various aquatic habitats into an ABC book.   
 
 

Adapt, adaptation, 
antenna, animal, 
insect, protect, 
predator, prey, 
defense, food 
chain, hibernate, 
migrate, store, 
active, energy, 
protect, permafrost, 
camouflage, desert, 
estivation, 
evaporate, waxy, 
rainforest, 
ecosystem, 
canopy, understory, 
forest 
floor,temperate 
forest, boreal 
forest, evergreen, 
prairie, steppe, 
savanna, joey, 
continent,aquatic, 
pond, ocean, lake, 
river, stream, 
freshwater, 
saltwater, plankton 

 


