Lesson Plans

Unit: Food, Health and Nutrition
                                                       Lesson 21

Targeted Language Progress Indicators 

• Students recognize Spanish cognates and provide their English counterparts.

• Students use targeted vocabulary to communicate about cultural products, practices, and perspectives.

• Students use previously learned family vocabulary and adjectives describing individuals’ physical  appearance and personality traits.

Targeted Culture Progress Indicators 

• Students identify some of the cultural products, practices and perspectives associated with Day of the Dead celebration.

• Students recognize that people from various cultural backgrounds have celebrations unique to them. 

• Students recognize that certain values and beliefs may be shared and reinforced through a celebration.

Targeted Wyoming Content Strands for Other Disciplines

Social Studies: 

Content Standard #2 ~ CULTURE/ CULTURAL DIVERSITY. Students demonstrate an understanding of different cultures and how these cultures have contributed and continue to contribute to the world in which they live.
• 8th Grade Benchmark 2.1 Students explain how family systems, religion, language, literature, and the arts contribute to the development of cultures. 

	Language Structures to Teach/Review


	Culture to Teach/Review 

√ Products, practices and perspectives associated with Mexican Day of the Dead celebrations


Focus Vocabulary for this Lesson:

Adjectives: hair/eye color, physical characteristics (alto/ bajo), and personality traits (divertido/ serio), etc.

La abuela/ abuelita 

grandmother)

El abuelo/ abuelito 

(grandfather)

La madre/ mamá 

(mother)

El padre/ papá 

father)

El hermano/ la hermana 
(brother/ sister)

La tía/ el tío


(aunt/ uncle)

Alto 



tall)




Bajo



(short)

Grande/ mediano / pequeño  (big/ medium / small)
Bueno 



good)


Malo



(bad)

Delgado 


(thin)

Gordo 



(fat)

Viejo 



(old)



Joven



 (young)
Feliz 



(happy)



Triste 



(sad)
Divertido 


(amusing)


Serio 



(serious)

Materials Needed for This Lesson:

√  The Spirit of Tío Fernando: A Story of the Day of the Dead (El Espíritu de Tío Fernando: Una Historia del Día de los Muertos), by Janice Levy and Teresa Mlawer.
ISBN # 0-8075-7585-2

√  A family photo of your uncle                 


Los personajes importantes en la historia:

	Nando
	Tío Fernando
	Mamá

	· un niño

(Add more as students become more familiar with Nando throughout the story.  Students may have to infer what kind of person Nando is.)
	· un adulto
· las piernas largas y delgadas

· el segundo dedo del pie derecho era más largo que el dedo gordo

· tenia un bigote

· tenia un loro (cotorra) que no querría hablar

· tocaba la flauta

· gustaba el béisbol

· le gustaba contar cuentos
	· es la hermana de Fernando

(Add more as students become more familiar with Mamá throughout the story.  Students may have to infer what kind of person Mamá is.)



Notes to the Teacher

If you have access to other books related to the Day of the Dead, have them on display in your classroom for students to browse through as time allows during the course of the unit. See the document: Grade6Unit1.Lessons19-35 Overview  for suggestions of books related to the Day of the Dead.







Lesson Steps





Warm-up:  Show students a picture of your uncle (if you don’t have an uncle, you could show a picture of your spouse’s or friend’s uncle) and describe him in Spanish.  Relate a funny anecdote about him to the students.  Check for comprehension by asking yes/no and discrimination questions (e.g.  If you mentioned that your uncle was very tall, ask students, ¿Era muy alto mi tío? or ¿Era muy alto o muy corto mi tío? ) 





Review family members and words used to describe people.  This can be done by generating a list together in the class.  Post as you will need this in a later activity.  See the list in Focus Vocabulary for this Lesson, and add any others that you have taught your students.





Tell students that they are going to look at a story called The Spirit of Tío Fernando: A Story of the Day of the Dead about a young boy who prepares to honor his Uncle Fernando who recently passed away. Today go through the book with the students, focusing on the illustrations and providing a very brief overview in Spanish of the book; during the next lesson you will read it to them in Spanish.





Activity 1:  Introduce the story, The Spirit of Tío Fernando: A Story of the Day of the Dead (El Espíritu de Tío Fernando: Una Historia del Día de los Muertos), by Janice Levy and Teresa Mlawer.  Read the introduction page which refers to the holiday of Día de los Muertos.  Stop intermittently to discuss the information.   Check for comprehension by asking questions.  





Begin the story by introducing the main characters in the story: 





Personajes importantes: Nando, Tío Fernando, y mamá.





Describe the personalities/ traits of each character.











Ask students to recall someone who is (or was) special to them.  Ask them to think about what makes or made the person special.  Tell the students to turn to a partner and describe the special person.  You may want to show the list of words featured in the focus vocabulary list so that students can refer to the list for assistance, especially for resource and/ or new students.





Activity 2:  Take the students through the book in Spanish by focusing only on the illustrations.  


Ask questions such as the following:





Questions for the first main illustration.





¿Dónde vive Nando, en los Estados Unidos u otro país?


¿Por qué piensan esto? Or  ¿Qué pistas tenemos que indica esto?





Questions for the second illustration.





¿Qué vemos en estas dos páginas?


Identifique  las cosas que usted reconoce.


Tell the students that Mamá and Nando are preparing the house for a special occasion.   Discuss all the chores that must be completed to get the house ready for the special day.








Closure:  Ask students to share their favorite illustrations of the story.  Ask the students what about the picture appealed to them.  Remind students that during the next class they will hear the Spanish version El Espíritu de Tío Fernando: Una Historia del Día de los Muertos and learn some new Spanish words from the story.  





Extension Activities: (See Grade6Unit1.Lessons19-35 Overview)
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