What Are Some Options For Formative Classroom Assessments?

Communication in the Interpersonal Mode

· Work in pairs to create and/or practice simple conversations.

· Perform a short skit or dialogue for a class, the school or the community.

· Develop simple conversations based on provided visual cues.

· Use flash cards or board activities to demonstrate comprehension, such as Q&A with flash cards, Hangman, chalkboard drills, etc.

· Play games such as charades, Concentration/Memory, Pictionary, Slaps, Go-Fish, Guess Who, Dice Games, Board Games, etc., to practice vocabulary and/or grammatical concepts.

· Communicate via mail or the Internet with a pen pal in other classes, other schools in the U.S., or countries where the target language is spoken.

· Send and respond to simple invitations.

· Interview a peer to gather information to fill out a form or complete a simple survey.

·  Work in pairs or in groups to retell a story that has been presented.

· Give and/or follow simple directions. 

· Simulate a real-world task such as conducting a basic telephone conversation, purchasing a ticket, ordering a simple meal, making a hotel reservation, etc.

· Work in pairs or groups to create illustrations that indicate comprehension of a story, description, or sequence of events.

· Work in pairs or groups to compare, complete or describe a picture.

· Respond with gestures or body language, such as using Total Physical Response (TPR) activities.

· Work in pairs or groups to describe something or someone, such as a famous person, a mystery person, a suspect in a crime, their room at home, etc.

· Work in pairs or groups to plan an event, such as a party, trip, meeting, etc.

· Work in pairs or in groups to do peer correction such as simple editing or improving a written presentation.

· Work in pairs or groups on an Internet task such as a Web Quest.

· Work in pairs or groups on the Internet to gather information for a presentation, such as a report on weather, current events, a famous person, etc.

· Work in pairs on dictation activities.

· Work in pairs or groups to create a simple story or dialogue using pictures, realia, props, etc.

· Work in pairs or groups on a sequencing activity, such as retelling a story, putting sentences or pictures in order, creating a storyboard, filling in the “missing information”, etc. 

Communication in the Interpretive Mode 

· Complete a Cloze Text activity to indicate listening and/or reading comprehension.

· Work on a sequencing activity, such as reorganizing a story, putting sentences or pictures in order, creating a storyboard, filling in the “missing information” to indicate listening and/or reading comprehension.

· Take dictation.

· Identify characters, main events, and essential details from a text or listening activity.

· Participate in a listening comprehension activity that requires problem-solving, such as reacting to a scenario by choosing the solution to the problem or possible courses of action. 

· Listen to a passage and follow a map or diagram.

· Use a checklist during a listening activity to illustrate comprehension.

· Evaluate pictures and/or written descriptions based upon a reading or listening activity.

· Retell a simple story and/or event after having read or listened to a passage.

· Participate in a group activity that reflects comprehension of a reading or listening passage, such as Four Corners.

· Create a poster to illustrate something learned, using technology when appropriate.
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· Match pictures with appropriate captions.

· Match reading passages with appropriate headlines and/or titles.

· Draw and/or label an illustration such as a house, clock or a map according to verbal or written cues.

· Match written questions with appropriate answers.

Communication in the Presentational Mode

·  Write simple journal entries in present tense.

· Create a poster with captions that illustrates something learned, such as a family tree.

· Produce a simple brochure or schedule, using technology when appropriate.

· Write a short, simple story using technology when appropriate.

· Create a PowerPoint presentation that illustrates something learned.

· Develop a web page.  Topics may include information about the target culture(s), foreign language programs, games, songs, art, etc.

· Develop a Web Quest (inquiry-based activity).

· Create a game that illustrates something learned, using technology when appropriate.

· Create and present simple dialogues, skits, easy poems and/or songs.

· Create short video clips, such as simple commercials or short weather reports, etc.

· Develop and present a simple fashion show.

· Give short presentations on familiar topics.

· Describe a picture, person, object, route, etc.

· Give directions and/or create a “how to” list.

· Give a weather forecast or report.

· Compare and differentiate between pictures in a simple way.

· Present simple information gleaned from tables, maps, or graphs.

· Create and present a group-generated story based on written cues.
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Cultural Perspectives, Practices and Products, Connections with Other Academic Disciplines, and Comparisons of Language and Culture

· Compile a directory of resource persons.

· Play games, such as Jeopardy, in the target language that incorporate cultural topics.

· Identify cultural differences such as animal sounds and onomatopoeia.

· Exchange video and/or audiotapes with a school in the target culture.

· Create and produce a simple skit or situational role-play that illustrates some aspect of the target culture.

· Produce crafts and/or artwork that are representative of the target culture(s).

· Find cognates in culturally authentic materials.

· Illustrate proverbs, poems and idiomatic expressions, using technology when appropriate.

· Examine a culturally authentic object and relate its function.

· Prepare a collage based on a cultural theme such as dwellings, staple foods, clothing, etc.

· Research, plan and participate in a cultural event, such as foreign language festival, cultural celebrations or state conventions.

· Complete Venn diagrams, charts or graphs that identify and compare the elements of folktales, fairy tales, or legends of the cultures.

· Create and illustrate a folktale, fairy tale, or legend based on culturally appropriate themes.

· Create a chart comparing cultural products, practices and perspectives on current events.

· Examine school schedules that are typical of the target culture(s).

· Research airfares and hotel costs for a short trip to a country where the target language is spoken and prepare a simple budget.

· Compare advertisements or commercials for a given product.


 These options/ideas are included here with the express permission of the Georgia Department of Education, under whose auspices they were developed.
� These options/ideas are included here with the express permission of the Georgia Department of Education, under whose auspices they were developed. 





PAGE  
1

