Name: ________________________
Whale Rider Study Guide

Characters:

Pai (Paikea)…

main character (young girl)

Porourangi…

Pai’s father

Koro…

Pai’s grandfather, the village chief

(Nanny) Flowers…
Pai’s grandmother

Rawiri…

Pai’s uncle

Hemi…

young boy in the village

1. Who is Paikea, and how is he important to the Maori people?

2. How does Koro react to Pai’s birth?

3. How does Nanny Flowers react?

4. Why is Pai raised by her grandparents?
5. How does Pai feel about learning Maori culture and traditions?  How does her grandfather feel about it?
6. What does Koro hope for when Porourangi returns?

7. Why does Koro open the boys’ school?

8. Why does Pai begin visiting her uncle Rawiri?
9. Why does Koro refuse to let Hemi on the boat trip?

10.   What is the purpose of the boat trip?  How does it end?

11. Why does Nanny Flowers send Pai to live with her uncle?  

12. What does Nanny decide to hide from Koro?  Why?
13. What does Pai’s speech at the school program reveal about her feelings toward Koro?

14. Where is Koro during the program?

15. Why does Pai say that it is her fault that the whales have been beached?

16. How does Pai save the whales?

17. How does Koro address Pai in the hospital?

