The United Nations and the Common Good
Class Length: 2-4 Class Meetings

Objectives:

Students will be able to:

1. Apply their previous and new knowledge of common good to the services of the United Nations

2. Critically analyze the United Nations treaties to determine the main theme of the treaty and its relationship to non-governmental organizations.

Procedures:
Write the following definitions on the board and have students copy them:

· Common Good – Collective work of citizens, promoting the good for all. The government creates laws that are for the good of everyone 

· Philanthropy – Proactive effort to promote human welfare.

· Non-governmental organization (NGO)—Term used by Non American countries to define the nonprofit sector.

· Non profit sector – any not for profit or tax exempt organizations, not associated with any government agency or commercial enterprise.

Teacher will discuss why philanthropy helps the common good.  Materials to consider:

· Kellogg Foundation on Philanthropy and Volunteerism http://www.wkkf.org/default.aspx?tabid=64&CID=2&NID=33&LanguageID=0
· Common Good Ventures http://www.commongoodventures.org/info.php?site_section_id=2&info_id=78
Teacher will discuss the ways commissions and agencies of the United Nations act as an international philanthropist:

· UNICEF—http://www.unicef.org/

· Human Rights Commission—http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu2/2/chr.htm

· Connect-World http://www.connect-world.net/Global_Themes/Aid/Aid_Agencies.html 

Teacher can collect and distribute information on major, domestic and international philanthropy foundations:

· Belinda and Bill Gates Foundation

· Red Cross

Using the Internet, students will examine the UN’s treaty sections (http://untreaty.un.org/English/treaty.asp).  Each student will pick one treaties the UN is currently endorsing, and summarize its main themes.  Students will research an NGO that speaks to the students chosen treaty.  Students will draft a brief report on the following:

· Clear statement of the issue.

· Clear statement of the UN position

· UN activity or response
· Definition of philanthropy by the NGO

Using their collected research and reports, students will create a method to inform their school about important global health concerns, particular the rate of HIV/AIDS cases in Africa.  Student approaches will vary:

· Display in school entrance/lobby

· Announcement at local athletic competition

· Fund raising event

· PTA/school board forum
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