The Electoral College—Effective or Defective

Class Length: 1 Class Meeting

Objectives:

Students will be able to:

1. Explain how the Electoral College is designed to work.

2. Debate the effectiveness of the Electoral College as it applies to recent election history.

Materials:

· News Hour Electoral College Handout (cite references #1)
· Internet

· Clip of 2000 President Election (cite references #3)
Procedures:

Using the Internet (refer to cite reference #2) and their government textbooks, the students will receive and complete a Handout: on the Electoral College (retrievable from cite reference #1)
Students will identify and discuss the strong and weak points of the Electoral College system.

Using Richard Ray Perez and Joan Sekler’s documentary film, Unprecedented: The 2000 Presidential Election, the teacher will play a video clip of the final moments of the 2000 Presidential Election between George W. Bush and Al Gore.  A debate on the effectiveness of the Electoral College will ensue.  Students will consider the results of the election, and decide whether the system, as it was designed in the Constitution in the late 1700s, still applies/works today. 
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