
Right Person, Right Position—The United States Cabinet
Class Length: 1 Class Meeting

Objectives:

Students will be able to:

1. Match Cabinet positions with current secretaries.

2. Evaluate the qualifications of each secretary with respect to his/her position.

Materials: 

· Biographical information on the United States Cabinet (cited reference) 

Procedures:


Divide the class into small groups of 3 - 4 students.  Students will receive information of the positions and function of the Cabinet from http://www.whitehouse.gov/government/cabinet.html.  Have each group announce its choice of Cabinet position for each biographical sketch. Group members must justify their choices. After each biographical sketch has been discussed, tell them the correct position and the name of the current secretary.

After discussing each biographical sketch, have the students list common characteristics found in the members of the Cabinet. These qualities should be listed on the chalkboard. 

Assign each group 2 or 3 Cabinet posts and have them develop a specific set of qualifications for the head of each department. This activity could be turned in as a graded assignment.

Students will engage the following activity:

· The sketches below give some facts about the current members of the Cabinet under President George W. Bush. The persons are not identified by name in the sketches. As you read each sketch, decide what title is best qualified for each sketch.

Cabinet Positions (adopted from education professional Jeanette Jackson, referenced below):

	Sec. of State
	Sec. of Labor

	Sec. of the Treasury
	Sec. of Health and Human Services

	Sec. of Defense
	Sec. of Housing and Urban Development

	Attorney General
	Sec. of Transportation

	Sec. of the Interior
	Sec. of Energy

	Sec. of Agriculture
	Sec. of Education

	Sec. of Commerce
	Sec. of Veterans Affairs


	1.  ___________

	Age: 52

	Former public school teacher

	Served in Illinois House of Representatives

	Served in Illinois Senate

	Served in Congress from Illinois (10 yrs.)

	National co-chairman for 

Bush-Quayle Presidential campaign


	2. ___________

	Age: 51

	Lawyer

	Former Governor of Tennessee (8 yrs.)

	Legal assistant to Sen. Howard Baker

	Member of President's Task Force on 

Federalism

	Chairman of National Governors Assoc.


	3. ___________

	Age: 61

	Campaign chairman for Pres. Bush

	Served in Marines

	Trustee for Woodrow Wilson International 

Center for Scholars

	White House Chief of Staff under Reagan

	Lawyer

	Undersecretary for Dept. of Commerce

	Secretary of Treasury under Reagan

	From Texas


	4. ____________

	Age: 55

	Owner of taxi company

	Illinois State legislator

	Served in Congress from Illinois (18 yrs.)

	Chairman of Republican Research Committee

	Served on House Agriculture Committee


	5.  ____________

	Age: 64

	Independent Texas oil and gas producer

	Chief Executive officer and chairman 

Of Mosbacher Energy Co.

	Chairman of Nat'l Petroleum Council

	National finance chairman for Bush for President

	Director New York Life Ins. Co.

	Co-chairman of Republican National Finance Committee


	6. ___________

	Age: 50

	Congressman from Wyoming (10 yrs.)

	Aide to Governor of Wisconsin

	Deputy Assistant to Pres. Ford

	Assistant Director of Cost of Living Council

	Republican leader in House of Representatives


	7. ___________

	Age: 65

	Served in Illinois legislature

	Congressman from Illinois (24 yrs.) 

and under-secretary in Dept. of State

	Delegate to the U.N. General Assembly


	8.__________

	Age: 56

	Special Asst. to governor of Calif.

	Congressman from New York (18 yrs.)

	Professional football player (13 yrs.)

	Public relations officer for bank

	Ran for Republican nomination for 

Pres.1987 - 1988

	Served on President's Council 

on Physical Fitness and Sports.


	9. __________

	Age: 64

	U.S. Naval Academy graduate

	Chairman of Presidential Commission on the HIV (AIDS) Epidemic

	Admiral in U. S. Navy

	Commander in Chief of U.S. Pacific Fleet

	Served on advisory boards in education and energy fields


	10. ____________

	Age: 61

	M.B.A. Harvard University

	U.S. Senator from New Jersey

	Chairman and chief executive officer of an investment and securities firm

	Served in MX missile development options panel

	Served on Central America Study Commission

	Chairman of President's Commission on Executive, Legislative, and Judicial Salaries


	11. __________

	Age: 59

	Lawyer

	U.S. Attorney for Pennsylvania

	Governor of Penn. (8 yrs.)

	Asst. Atty. General for Dept. of Justice

	Director of Institute of Politics, JFK School of Government, Harvard Univ.


	12. ___________

	Age: 58

	Physician

	Associate Professor of Medicine, Boston Counselor University (6 yrs.)

	Dean of School of Medicine, Morehouse College (14 yrs.)


	13. ________

	Age: 63

	Insurance and real estate businessman

	Served on President's National Commission on Space

	Congressman from New Mexico (20 yrs.)


	14. _________

	Age: 53

	Lawyer

	Salesman for IBM

	Asst. U.S. Attorney for Illinois

	U.S. Attorney for Illinois

	Chairman of Regional Transportation Authority for Illinois

	Served in U.S. Army

	Vice Chairman of the President's Commission on Organized Crime

	Illinois Campaign Director for Bush


Corresponding Answer Key:

1. Secretary of Labor 
2. Secretary of Education

3. Secretary of State 
4. Secretary of Agriculture
5. Secretary of Commerce
6. Secretary of Defense

7. Secretary of Veterans Affairs

8. Secretary of Housing and Urban Development 
9. Secretary of Energy

10. Secretary of the Treasury 
11. Attorney General 
12.  Secretary of Health and Human Services
13. Secretary of the Interior
14. Secretary of Transportation
Students will reflect on their choice and the answers, and consider the following question:

· From the background information of the candidate given, does it make sense that this person would reside in their set position?  Why/Why not?
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