Funding and the Local Government

Class Length: 2 Class Meetings

Objectives:

Students will be able to:

1. Determine how local governments are funded.

2. Explain the advantages and disadvantages of the federal government.

3. Critically read data from tables, charts or graphs and explain the source of the data and what the data represent.

4. Determine whether or not the federal government is serving the purposes for which it was created.

5. Identify benefits and challenges of diversity in American life.

6. Evaluate proposals for reform of the political system.

7. Select criteria to use in evaluating tax policy.

8. Identify what data are needed to answer a particular question or solve a given problem and design and implement strategies to obtain, organize and present those data.

Materials needed:

· Internet
· Arts supplies

· Poster board

Procedures:

The teacher will briefly introduce the topic of local government funding and key terms (as defined by treasury.gov):

· Sales tax

· Property tax

· Income tax 

Using the board/overhead the teacher will model how the students’ school district raises money for all the services and materials they need.  Depending on where the school district is located in the country, the teacher can use information and resources from a variety of Internet sources: (edsource.org, senatesite.com, ed.gov)
Divide students into groups.  Each group will research online an assigned city, township, village, or county within the state they live (information can be found at http://www.statelocalgov.net/) 

Groups will record where the funding comes from and what portion of each area of funding makes up the entire local government revenue.

On a poster board, each student group will create visual aide explaining how their assigned local government raises revenue (pie chart, flow chart, illustrations, etc).  Student groups will present their findings to the class.  Students will take notes on all presentations. 

Teacher will pose the following questions to the students: 

1. How does this activity clearly illustrate federalism?

2. What are the advantages/disadvantages of federalism as it pertains to local government funding? 

3. Are some methods of fundraising unfair? Are some services/people inherently disadvantaged?
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