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Introduction to Book Punch™
Book Punch guides students through the steps of thinking and writing about well-known upper-elementary

core literature. Students write paragraphs responding to interactive writing prompts. The program tutors

students to develop ideas and organize their thinking about what they have read.

Each program in the Merit Book Punch collection focuses on one book title. Each contains 7 writing

prompts, 600 supporting questions and 600 helpful tips to guide students through each step in the writing

process. The program for each book title comprises three online interactive units as follows:

• Unit 1- Reading Check: Students write about important facts and/or events from the book to ensure

that they have read it.

• Unit 2- Text-to-Self: Based on themes from the book, students write about their own experiences.

• Unit 3- Evidence and Inference: Students connect details with ideas in the book to infer a deeper

meaning from what they have read.

Together, these units develop students’ reading comprehension in complementary ways.

Printables
Each Book Punch title includes 11 printable worksheets, a lesson plan aid, and the Book Punch™ Series

Manual with detailed instructions for implementation. To view and print included documents, self-learners

and teachers click the course name in My Learning Center; tutors and parents click the Programs link in

My Learning Center and then click the Book Punch title.
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Reading Check – unit 1
The Reading Check unit evaluates students’ paragraphs using a key point check to determine if the

student has read the book. See the Reading Check writing prompt below and the list of questions that

accompany it, the answers to which should be included in a satisfactory paragraph.

Reading Check Topic

In the story, which takes place in the 1930s, times are hard for the Tsujimura family.  Papa tells the family

not to be afraid of making plans and having dreams.  Write a paragraph about the plans and dreams of

different family members - the obstacles they encounter, the help they receive from others, the actions

they take.

1. What is Rinko's dream for the future? Why does she think it may be difficult to achieve?

2. Mama has an idea for a new business venture. What is her plan and who tries to stop her?

3. What is Papa's dream? Whom does Papa thank for giving him the courage to seek his own dream?

4. Rinko's older brother, Cal, is thinking of giving up on his dream for the future. What is his dream and

who convinces him to keep trying?
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Text-to-Self – unit 2
Text-to-Self writing prompts help to enrich students’ reading experience. Students write paragraphs that

help them relate their own experiences to what they have read in the book. See the topics listed below.

Text-to-Self Topic 1

In the story, Mama receives a letter containing the news that her sister, who lives in Japan, will be coming

to spend the summer with the family. She is very happy about the visit.  Imagine you have received news

that someone special is going to visit you.  Write about someone whose visit would make you very happy.

(This topic is recommended for students who have read through Chapter 1.)

Text-to-Self Topic 2

In the story, Mama tells Rinko that she wanted to become a teacher when she was a young girl. Cal,

Rinko's brother, wants to become an engineer. And Rinko's father dreams of opening a repair shop.

Think about an occupation you think would be perfect for you.  Write about your "dream" job.

(This topic is recommended for students who have read through Chapter 4.)

Text-to-Self Topic 3

At the start of the story, Rinko wishes she could be like everyone else. She wishes that her hair, her

name and her heritage were different. However, by the end of the story, Rinko learns to start liking who

she is. Think about something you like about yourself.  Write about something you like about yourself and

would not want to change.

(This topic is recommended for students who have read the entire book.)
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Evidence and Inference – unit 3
See the writing prompts below and the accompanying list of questions, the answers to which should be

included in a satisfactory paragraph. Help students determine whether they have recognized (inferred)

the ideas in the book from the details (evidence) given.

Evidence and Inference Topic 1

Letters have often played an important role in plays, stories, and real lives. In the story, Mama receives

an important letter.  Write a paragraph telling about the letter and how it affects Rinko and her family.

(This topic is recommended for students who have read through Chapter 2.)

1. Who is the letter from and why is it sent?

2. Rinko knows the letter has some special news in it because of Mama's behavior after receiving a letter

from Japan.  How does Mama behave?

3. How does Rinko feel about the contents of the letter? Why?

4. What is Joji's reaction to the news that the letter brings?

Evidence and Inference Topic 2

It isn't easy to be "different" in one's community.  In fact, it could be dangerous. In the story, Rinko's family

is threatened.  Write a paragraph describing the way the family is threatened and persecuted.

(This topic is recommended for students who have read through Chapter 9.)

1. What is the first threat received by Rinko's family?

2. What happens to Papa's car and to the laundry that customers leave for Papa to pick up?

3. Who does Papa think is harassing his and Rinko's family?

4. Think about the final act of harassment.  What happens to Maxie?

Evidence and Inference Topic 3

One person may have a significant effect on all the others in a family.  After Aunt Waka's visit, Rinko

realizes how much of a difference she made in their lives.  Write a paragraph describing the ways Aunt

Waka changed Rinko and her family.

(This topic is recommended for students who have read the entire book.)

1. How does Rinko think of time since Aunt Waka's visit?

2. How does Aunt Waka's visit affect Rinko?

3. How does Aunt Waka help Papa when the family is threatened?

4. What is Papa's dream and how does Aunt Waka help Papa realize his dream?
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Curriculum Integration
See the Book Punch™ Series Manual. The Reading Comprehension and Vocabulary section and the

Beyond the Program section provide detailed instructions for implementing vocabulary, character and pre-

writing lessons. The Book Punch™ Series Manual includes printable worksheets for these lessons.

Vocabulary
See the Vocabulary Exploration worksheet in the Book Punch™ Series Manual. Thematic words from A Jar

of Dreams that can be explored include:

VOCABULARY DEFINITION
confidence Trusting or believing in one’s self: self- _______
discrimination Treatment based on the group, class, or race of a person, not on the

merit of the person
diversity Having different types of people
Great Depression Business crisis causing loss of jobs in the 1930s
hardship Something that is difficult to put up with
heritage Something that is given from one’s ancestors
inspiration The act of creating emotions
multiculturalism The belief in many cultures living together
tolerance An acceptance of habits that are different from one’s own

Vocabulary particular to the time and setting of A Jar of Dreams include:

VOCABULARY DEFINITION
ancestry Those from whom one’s family is descended
bigot One who does not accept people who have different races or religions
Buddhist One who follows teachings of Buddha, a religious leader
citizen A person who lives in a country or state with the government’s approval
confront To face a challenge
debt Something that is owed to another
engineer A person who specializes in the design and construction of machines
forlorn Sad from being left alone
heathen A person who does not worship the God of the Bible
immigrating Going to a different country in order to live there
kimono A loose robe with wide sleeves that is traditionally worn by the Japanese
miser A person who stores away money and dislikes spending it
sake A gold-colored Japanese wine made using rice
venture An act that involves a risk

The Word Search Puzzle and Crossword Puzzle worksheets that are included contain many of the words

above. They can be used to reinforce the vocabulary in the book.

Character Exploration
See the Character Exploration worksheet and the Compare and Contrast worksheet in the Book Punch™

Series Manual. Here are suggested character exploration prompts for classroom discussion:

Imagine that Rinko is your friend in real life.  Write words and phrases that would help you describe

her to someone who doesn’t know her.  (What does Rinko look like?  What kind of personality does

she have?  What does she like to do?)  Why did you choose this character?

Compare and contrast Rinko with Cal or another character in the book.
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Group Work and Discussion - Pre-writing
See the Brainstorming worksheet in the Book Punch™ Series Manual. Here is a suggested topic for

classroom discussion:

In the story, Rinko realizes that Aunt Waka has changed all of them for the better.  She becomes

a hero to Rinko because of the way she has helped them all.  Think about a relative who is a hero

to you.  Write about this relative.

(This topic is recommended for students who have read the entire book.)

Additional Writing Prompts
See the Independent Follow-up worksheet in the Book Punch™ Series Manual. Using the context of A

Jar of Dreams, and the Independent Follow-up worksheet, students may continue the writing process

after publishing their paragraphs from Book Punch. Here are two additional topics students can write

about:

In the story, Mama notices that something is bothering Papa.  Write a paragraph that describes

what is bothering Papa.

(This topic is recommended for students who have read through Chapter 3.)

In the story, Rinko describes how she feels when she is at school. Write a paragraph that

describes Rinko’s feelings at school.

(This topic is recommended for students who have read through Chapter 5.)
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See the Book Punch™ Series Manual for printable worksheets.
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