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Introduction to Book Punch™
Book Punch guides students through the steps of thinking and writing about well-known upper-elementary

core literature. Students write paragraphs responding to interactive writing prompts. The program tutors

students to develop ideas and organize their thinking about what they have read.

Each program in the Merit Book Punch collection focuses on one book title. Each contains 7 writing

prompts, 600 supporting questions and 600 helpful tips to guide students through each step in the writing

process. The program for each book title comprises three online interactive units as follows:

• Unit 1- Reading Check: Students write about important facts and/or events from the book to ensure

that they have read it.

• Unit 2- Text-to-Self: Based on themes from the book, students write about their own experiences.

• Unit 3- Evidence and Inference: Students connect details with ideas in the book to infer a deeper

meaning from what they have read.

Together, these units develop students’ reading comprehension in complementary ways.

Printables
Each Book Punch title includes 11 printable worksheets, a lesson plan aid, and the Book Punch™ Series

Manual with detailed instructions for implementation. To view and print included documents, self-learners

and teachers click the course name in My Learning Center; tutors and parents click the Programs link in

My Learning Center and then click the Book Punch title.
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Reading Check – unit 1
The Reading Check unit evaluates students’ paragraphs using a key point check to determine if the

student has read the book. See the Reading Check writing prompt below and the list of questions that

accompany it, the answers to which should be included in a satisfactory paragraph.

Reading Check Topic

In the story, Henry decides to run away.  Write a paragraph about where Henry's journey takes him and

the adventures he has.

1. Where is Henry's first hiding place? What does he do when he gets there?

2. How does Henry meet Mac?

3. Why do Lefty and Louie jump on the truck?

4. Where is the last stop on Henry’s journey?  What does he do when he gets there?
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Text-to-Self – unit 2
Text-to-Self writing prompts help to enrich students’ reading experience. Students write paragraphs that

help them relate their own experiences to what they have read in the book.  See the topics listed below.

Text-to-Self Topic 1

At the beginning of the story, the author gives us a detailed description of Henry's family.  Think about

someone in your family.  Write a paragraph describing someone in your family.  Be sure to give the

reader a clear word picture by providing details and using descriptive language.

(This topic is recommended for students who have read through Chapter 1.)

Text-to-Self Topic 2

In the story, Henry becomes frightened when chocolate spots pop out all over him.  Think of a time when

something frightened you.  Write a paragraph describing something that frightened you when you were

younger.  Tell how you resolved your fear.

(This topic is recommended for students who have read through Chapter 3.)

Text-to-Self Topic 3

In the story, Henry Green just can't get enough chocolate.  He eats chocolate for breakfast, lunch, and

snacks.  Then Henry gets Chocolate Fever.  Think about something you love to do.  Imagine what might

happen if you overdid it.  What kind of "fever" might you get?  Write a paragraph describing something

you love to do.  Tell what might happen if you overdid it.

(This topic is recommended for students who have read through Chapter 6.)
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Evidence and Inference – unit 3
See the writing prompts below and the accompanying list of questions, the answers to which should be

included in a satisfactory paragraph. Help students determine whether they have recognized (inferred)

the ideas in the book from the details (evidence) given.

Evidence and Inference Topic 1

When one member of the family is unusual, the others can seem, by contrast, to be perfectly normal. In

the story, the author describes the Green family.  Write a paragraph describing the members of the Green

family.

(This topic is recommended for students who have read through Chapter 1.)

1. How does the author describe Henry's mother?

2. How does he describe Mr. Green?

3. What is Henry's brother Mark like?

4. What is Henry's sister Elizabeth like?

Evidence and Inference Topic 2

People become upset when they are treated as objects rather than as living beings. In the story, Henry

goes to the hospital to have his rash examined by his doctor.  Write a paragraph describing what happens

in the hospital and how Henry is treated.

(This topic is recommended for students who have read through Chapter 6.)

1. What happens when Dr. Fargo figures out that Henry has Chocolate Fever?  How do the people in the

hospital react?

2. Henry has Chocolate Fever.  What does everyone around him do? Why is Dr. Fargo so excited about

Henry's disease?

3. How does Henry feel about everyone's reaction to the news that he has Chocolate Fever?

4. What does Henry decide to do in the hospital?  What action does he take?

Evidence and Inference Topic 3

As you grow up, it's important to learn self-discipline. In the story, Alfred Cane is an unusual character

who helps Henry with his chocolate problem.  Write a paragraph describing Mr. Cane and how he helps

Henry.

(This topic is recommended for students who have read the entire book.)

1. What do people call Mr. Cane and why?

2. What is Henry's opinion of Mr. Cane? Why does he think that way?

3. What story does Mr. Cane tell Henry?
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4. What does Mr. Cane tell Henry he needs to do in order to be cured?

Curriculum Integration
See the Book Punch™ Series Manual. The Reading Comprehension and Vocabulary section and the

Beyond the Program section provide detailed instructions for implementing vocabulary, character and

pre-writing lessons. The Book Punch™ Series Manual includes printable worksheets for these lessons.

Vocabulary
See the Vocabulary Exploration worksheet in the Book Punch™ Series Manual. Thematic words from

Chocolate Fever that can be explored include:

VOCABULARY DEFINITON
compromise An agreement
discovery Coming to understand oneself: self-
humor Something amusing
overindulgence Do too much

Vocabulary particular to the time and setting of Chocolate Fever include:

VOCABULARY DEFINITION
bargain A business compromise
concentrate To focus attention
desolate Abandoned
dispose Get rid of
foil Stop from happening
hijack Take over
infirmary A place for sick people
keen Mental sharpness
predicament Tough situation
phenomenon A rare event
prod Remind sharply
revolting Disgusting
riot Public disorder

The Word Search Puzzle and Crossword Puzzle worksheets that are included contain many of the words

above. They can be used to reinforce the vocabulary in the book.

Character Exploration
See the Character Exploration worksheet and the Compare and Contrast worksheet in the Book Punch™

Series Manual. Here are suggested character exploration prompts for classroom discussion:

Imagine that Henry is your friend in real life.  Write words and phrases that would help you

describe him to someone who didn't know him.  (What does Henry look like?  What kind of

personality does he have?  What does he like to do?)  Why did you choose this character?

Compare and contrast Henry with Mac, or another character in the book.
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Group Work and Discussion - Pre-writing
See the Brainstorming worksheet in the Book Punch™ Series Manual. Here is a suggested topic for

classroom discussion:

In the story, when Henry discovers he has Chocolate Fever, he takes off without thinking.

Think of a time that you did something without thinking it through.  Think about what happened.

Write a paragraph about a time you did something without thinking and about the consequences

of your actions.

(This topic is recommended for students who have read through Chapter 6.)

Additional Writing Prompts
See the Independent Follow-up worksheet in the Book Punch™ Series Manual. Using the context of

Chocolate Fever, and the Independent Follow-up worksheet, students may continue the writing process

after publishing their paragraphs from Book Punch. Here are two additional topics students can write

about:

In the story, Henry is ashamed of the spots caused by the Chocolate Fever.  Then Henry meets

Mac who thinks Henry’s spots make him unique.  Think about something that makes you unique.

Write a paragraph describing something that is unique about you.

(This topic is recommended for students who have read through Chapter 8.)

In the story, Mr. Cane tells Henry about a boy who grows up and decides to spend his life

bringing happiness and joy to other people. That boy becomes the owner of a candy distributing

company.  Think about what you might be able to do when you grow up that would bring joy to

others.  Write a paragraph describing something you could do when you grow up that would bring

joy to others.

(This topic is recommended for students who have read the entire book.)
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See the Book Punch™ Series Manual for printable worksheets.
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