Name:______________Period:_____________Date:______________

Prologue: Analyzing Quotes

1. “I myself, after existing some twenty years, did not become alive until I discovered my invisibility” (7).  What do you think he means by this?  How do you think he discovers his invisibility?  Is it possible to be invisible and not realize you are invisible?  What do you think he means to become alive?

2. “Nothing, storm or flood, must get in the way of our need for light and ever or more and brighter light.  The truth is the light and light is the truth” (7). Do you agree with this?  Why do you think the narrator has over a thousand lights in his room?

3. “’I too have become acquainted with ambivalence,’ I said.  ‘That’s why I’m here’” (10).  What do you think the narrator is talking about?

4. “A hibernation is a covert preparation for a more overt action” (13).  How is the narrator in hibernation?  What do you think he is in covert preparation for?  What kinds of action would you consider as “over action”?

5. “I am one of the most irresponsible beings that ever lived” (Ellison 14).  Why do you think he says he is irresponsible?  In what ways is he irresponsible?

6. “Responsibility rests on recognition, and recognition is a form of agreement” (14).  How does responsibility rest on recognition?  Do you agree?  Why?

Name:___________________Date:___________Period:___________________

Road Map: Chapter 1 Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison

Essential Questions

What does it mean to be invisible?

How does one overcome racism?

What does it take to awaken a sleepwalker from sleeping?

Is it ever okay to sacrifice one’s dignity?

Chapter 1: Getting Things Straight

Directions: Please underline important lines, circle unfamiliar words, make comments, and make a note of things that are confusing or hard to understand.

1. What lesson does he learn in the first paragraph and how does he learn it?

2. What did he used to be ashamed of? (2)

3. What does the old grandfather want his son to do?

4. Why does the grandson feel “guilty and uncomfortable” every time he thinks of his grandfather’s words?

5. In what ways is the narrator like Terence Howard in “Crash”?

6. What does the narrator have to do before he gives his speech?

7. What does he mean by “in those pre-invisible days” (18)?  How can one be pre-invisible?

8. What was he shocked to see about the white men?  Why? (18)

9. Who does he see in the middle of the room?  Why do you think she’s there? What are the reactions of the boys in the room? (19)

10. What is he thinking about as he puts on his blindfold?  Do you find this absurd? (21)

11. Who wins the fight?

12. What’s on the rug that they’re all excited about?

13. What is special about the rug?  What do the white men start doing to them? (27)

14. When he gives his speech, what mistake does he make that causes everyone to become silent? How does he fix his mistake? (31)

15. What does he receive as a gift?

16. What does he dream about later that night? (33)

Analyzing Quotes

Directions: Close reading is a necessary skill in college.  By looking closely at important quotes in the story, I hope that you will build your ability to unpack difficult lines and passages.  You will probably need to find the quote in the book in order to answer these questions satisfactorily.

1. “I was looking for myself and asking everyone except myself questions which I, and only I, could answer” (Ellison 15). Did you ever have a similar experience?  Explain yes or no.

2. “That I am nobody but myself.  But first I had to discover that I am an invisible man!”  (15) How does discovering that he is invisible help him discover who he is?  Explain.

3. The conversation with the grandfather is one of the most important parts of the book, and we’re going to break it down because there’s a lot packed in there:  He tells his son, “’son, I never told you, but our life is a war and I have been a traitor all my born life, a spy in the enemy’s country…live with your head in the lion’s mouth.  I want you to overcome ‘em with yeses, undermine ‘em with grins, agree ‘em to death and destruction” (16).

What kind of war is the grandfather fighting?  How is the old grandfather a traitor or living in the lion’s den?  Who is he overcoming with “yeses” and “grins”?  What would constitute a victory for the old grandfather?

Your opinion:  Do you think this is a good strategy?  If you were a black man living in America 80 years ago, would you be okay with this strategy?  How about now?

Think back to Terence Howard in “Crash” (t.v. director).  Do you think this was his strategy?  Why or why not?

4. “I was praised by the most lily-white men of the town…and what puzzled me was that the old man had defined it as treachery…that if they [the white folks] understood they would have desired me to act just the opposite” (17).  What would acting the opposite have been like?  Why would the white folks (if they understood) have wanted him to act the opposite?

5. “Blindfolded, I could no longer control my motions.  I had no dignity” (22).  Could there be a metaphorical or symbolic interpretation in being blindfolded?  If so, what is it?  (Think about sight, knowledge, invisibility, etc.)

6. “I felt that only these men could judge truly my ability, and now this stupid clown was ruining my chances” (25).  Why is this quote significant?  (What does it show about our narrator?)

7. “We mean to do right by you, but you’ve got to know your place at all times” (31).  Who’s talking?  What are they talking about?

8. “’To Whom It May Concern.’ I intoned.  ‘Keep This Nigger Boy Running’” (33).  Where was this line written?  How do you think it applies to the narrator?

Delve In Question

Directions: Please choose one question to answer completely in full sentences.  If you would like to use the Delve In format, please do.

1. Does the narrator realize his own invisibility?  Explain how we know that he realizes or doesn’t realize his own invisibility.  (Please make a claim and include three quotes to back up your opinion.)

2. How is the narrator humiliated without his even really realizing it?  (Please make a claim and back it up with 3 quotes from the story.)

Chapter 2 Road Map: Invisible Man

Essential Questions

Is reality subjective?  

Can there be more than one reality?

Is time subjective?

Getting Things Straight: Chapter 2

Directions:  While you are reading, please make a note of—underline, highlight, circle—anything having to do with vision—invisibility, sight, blindness, etc. and white lines on a highway.  As you read or after you read, answer these questions to test your comprehension.

1. What is the setting at the beginning of chapter 2?

2. What is the IM reminiscing about?

3. Draw a picture/stick figure of the Founder statue and the slave.  What is the IM (invisible man) wondering about?

4.  Who is the IM driving and why is he driving him?

5. What is the Founder’s reason for founding the school?  What does his daughter have to do with it?

6. Would it bother you if someone kept on referring to “your people”?

7. Whose log cabin do they pass by?

8. Who impregnated Jim Trueblood’s daughter?

9. What does the Founder, Mr. Norton, feel compelled to do?

10. Who helps Trueblood out when people in the black community want to chase him out?

11. How does Trueblood explain the incest?

12. What does Mr. Norton do for Trueblood after he hears the story?

Analyzing Quotes

Directions:  When we analyze quotes, you should concentrate on two things (which are going to be very important when you begin writing literary analysis essays).  1)  identifying the context-easy!  and 2) the significance—much harder but more fun because you need to make connections and think deeply.

1. “our uniforms pressed, shoes shined, minds laced up, eyes blind like those of robots to visitors and officials…” (36)  What is the context?  Why is this quote significant?  (Hint:  what is the IM saying about the students at the college?)

2. “unable to decide whether the veil is really being lifted, or lowered more firmly in place…whether I am witnessing a revelation or a more efficient blinding” (36).  What is the context?  Why is this quote significant? (Hint: think about the IM’s attitude toward his education)

3. “He raised his head and our eyes met for an instant in the glass, then I lowered mine to the blazing white line that divided the highway” (44).  What’s the context?  Why might it be significant? (Hint: What could the white line be symbolic of?)

4. “in a way he had the power of a king, or in a sense, of a god” (45)  What’s the context?  Who’s “he”?  Why is this quote significant?  ((Hint: what does it say about people’s motivations for philanthropy and charity?)

5. “We were trying to lift them up and they, like Trueblood, did everything it seemed to pull us down” (47).  What’s the context?  Why is this quote significant?  (What does it show us about what the black community is thinking?)

6. “That’s what I don’t understand.  I done the worse thing a man could ever do in his family and instead of chasin’ me out of the country, they gimme more help than they ever give any other colored man, no matter how good a nigguh he was…the nigguhs up at the school don’t like me, but the white folks treat me fine” (67).  What’s the context?  Why is it significant?  (I’ll let you figure this one out).

Delve In

1. Is the white Founder racist?  Explain yes or no.  (Back up your opinion with three examples/quotes from the chapter).

Academic Challenge

1. Allusion: On page 37, the Founder from Boston is described as “forty years a bearer of the white man’s burden” (37).  Explain the allusion.  Who came up with the term “white man’s burden”?

2. Motif:  Find all 4 mentions of the white line on the highway.  How do you interpret this white line in the four instances?  (the last one is on p. 71).

Chapter 3 Road Map

Chapter 3 can be kind of crazy.  When you read it, you might have the reaction…what???  Why did Ellison just write a whole chapter on crazy vets visiting a whorehouse?  How do I make meaning out of this?

Essential Questions

· What is insanity?

· Is history arbitrary?

· How do people react to being oppressed?

· Can dreams, hallucinations, etc. be “truer” than reality? 

Literary Definitions

Motif: a recurring image, object, idea, situation, feature, or phrase in a literary work; if the motif dominates the entire work, it is said to be a leitmotif; may be thematic, topical, or structural—as such, a motif should be qualified as belonging to one of those categories in order to distinguish it from the categories themselves (i.e., “thematic motif,” “topical motif,” “structural motif”)

Reversal/Inversions of the natural order—I kind of made this one up.  Basically, this is when Ellison purposefully inverts the 

Surrealism—concept or philosophy stating that the liberation of the mind, and subsequently the liberation of the individual self and society, can be achieved by exercising the imaginative faculties of the "unconscious mind" to the attainment of a dream-like state different from, or ultimately ‘truer’ than, everyday reality.  Surrealists believe that this more truthful reality can bring about personal, cultural, and social revolution, and a life of freedom, poetry, and uninhibited sexuality (wikipedia 2006).

· In his introduction to the 1980 edition of Invisible Man, Ellison himself confesses that a "taunting disembodied voice" called to him to write down what "it" dictated in automatistic or mimetic fashion: "For while I had structured my short stories out of familiar experiences and possessed concrete images of my characters and their backgrounds, now I was confronted by nothing more substantial than a taunting, disembodied voice ...yet the voice [an 'ironic, down-home voice'] was so persuasive with echoes of blues-toned laughter that I found myself being nudged toward a frame of mind in which, suddenly, current events, memories and artifacts began combining to form a vague but intriguing new perspective" (xv-xvi). What emerged was a new hybrid literary form--as Albert Murray suggests, "indeed something different and something more than run-of-the-mill U.S. fiction," something that broke from social realist fiction and "employed a startling effecting fusion of narrating realism and surrealism..., it achieved a unique but compelling combination of the naturalistic, the ridiculous, and the downright hallucinatory" (Shinn 167).

Getting It Straight

Chapter 3 (pp. 71-97)

1. Who are these people the IM and Mr. Norton run into?

2. Why does the IM pretend that Mr. Norton is General Pershing?

3.  How does Ellison give New Orleans a bad name?  (you don’t really have to answer this question)

4. What are the crazies going to do at the Golden Day?

5. What is the joke about Thomas Jefferson?

6. What is the tone of the patrons of Golden Day as they talk to/about Mr. Norton?  How is it different from how the IM talks to him?

7. Who is Supercargo and what do the vets do to him?

8. What does the girl on the bottom of page 87 call Mr. Norton?

9. How does Edna talk about Mr. Norton? (88)

10. What happened to the ex-doctor vet when he tried to save lives?

11. What does this old doctor guy call IM?

12. How does Mr. Norton react to the old guys’ speech?

13. What happens to the both of them as they head out?

Analyzing Quotes

Directions: I’d like you guys to reread all the quotes because they are all important.  If you want to analyze all of them, you can do so.  However, you only have to analyze seven, and you can choose which seven. 

1. “Many of the men had been doctors, lawyers…Whenever I saw them I felt uncomfortable.  They were supposed to be members of the professions towards which at various times I vaguely aspired myself…sometimes it appeared as though they played some vast and complicated game with me and the rest of the school folk, a game whose…rules and subtleties I could never grasp” (74).  What is the context?  Why does he feel uncomfortable around them?  What game do you think he’s talking about?

2. “He too good to come in?  Tell him we don’t Jimcrow nobody’” (76).  How is this comment a reversal of the usual order?

3. “The world moves in a circle like a roulette wheel.  In the beginning, black is on top, in the middle epochs, white holds the odds...the sun holds no heat, there’s ice in the heart of the earth.  Two years from now and I’ll be old enough to give my mulatto mother a bath, the half-white bitch!” (81).  Who is saying this?  What do you make of this?

4. “Men like us did not look at a man like Mr. Norton in that manner, and I stepped hurriedly forward” (90)  Context?  Significance?

5. “Such things as most peasants and folk peoples almost always know through experience, though seldom through conscious thought…” (91). What do you think he might be alluding to?

6. “Perhaps had I overheard some of what I’m about to tell you when I was a student up there on the hill, I wouldn’t be the casualty that I am” (91).  Who’s the speaker?  What’s the context?  What’s the significance? (Hint: Why does he refer to himself as a casualty?  What is he implying about the school?)

7. “But I learned along with the ulcers that my work could bring me no dignity’” (92).  Who’s talking?  Why can his work bring him no dignity?

8. “The one thing I did know was that the vet was acting toward the white man with a freedom which could only bring on trouble.  I wanted to tell Mr. Norton that the man was crazy and yet I received a fearful satisfaction from hearing him talk as he had to a white man” (93).  Context?  Significance?

9. “They might suddenly realize that you are what you are, and then your life wouldn’t be worth a piece of bankrupt stock…such men are beyond money…to some, you are the great white father, to others the lyncher of souls…” (93).  Context? Significance?

10. “He’s invisible, a walking personification of the Negative, the most perfect achievement of your dreams, sir!  The mechanical man!” (94)  Context?  Significance?

11. “And you, for all your power, are not a man to him, but a God, a force” Context?  Significance?

12. “ He believes in the great false wisdom taught slaves and pragmatists alike, that white is right…his blindness is his chief asset” (95).  Context?  Significance?

Motif Tracking—the WHITE line on the black Highway

1. In your groups, find 4 examples of the white line on the highway—copy these down/underline them in your book, and discuss the significance of the white line each time it is mentioned.  Then, in your groups, come up with a theory/hypothesis/preliminary thesis for what you think the white line might symbolize.  When you have a theory, call me over to approve it.  Then, on your own (with the aid of your group), write a Delve In paragraph where you back up your theory through the use of the 3-4 quotes (the ones you already underlined.) 

Reversal Identification

As you are reading Chapter 3, I want you to track/underline anytime the “crazy” veterans do, say, or are characterized as anything that reverses what is commonly accepted as the “norm.” While doing this, think about why Ellison might have these crazy vets saying and doing things that are so outlandish.

1. p. 74—everyone is really educated, black, and crazy from the war

2. p. 76—telling IM that they don’t “Jimcrow nobody” (76).

3. p.  

4. p.

5. p.

6. p.81

7. p.

8. p.

9. p.

10. p.

Delve In Paragraph

Please complete answer the question in the Delve In Paragraph format with a claim.  Then, back up your claim with three quotes well integrated, introduced, and explained.

1. What things are turned upside down by the ones who are insane?  How do the crazies engage in reversing what is commonly accepted?  Why is this important to the growth of IM?  Why do you think Ellison does this?  (When you write your claim/thesis, make sure it is one sentence only.) 

2. In what ways do the insane veterans have a more “truthful” or “sane” take on reality than IM or Mr. Norton?

Academic Challenge

1.  Now that you know a little more about surrealism, Ellison’s intentions, and what the Invisible Man is all about, go back and reread the Prologue.  (Remember, we all agreed it was confusing the first time?)  Underline or make note of sections of the Prologue where Ellison’s style seems very surreal.  Then, I want you to come up with a theory/hypothesis/preliminary thesis for why you think he decides to write in this way.  Then, I want you to write a Delve In paragraph where you try to prove your thesis with examples and quotes.

Name:_________________Date:_____________________

Invisible Man Road Map: Chapters 4 & 5

Essential Questions

· How do people respond to oppression?

Getting It Straight: Chapter 4 (pp. 98-108)

1. What is IM scared of?

2. What does he want to tell Mr. Norton while he is driving the car?  What does this show us about his character?

3. Who’s Dr. Bledsoe?

4. What do we find out about IM’s hopes, dreams, and aspirations?

5. What do you notice about the way Mr. Bledsoe talks to Mr. Norton?

6. Who’s on IM’s side?  Who is not?

7. How does Mr. Bledsoe usually talk to white people?

8. When IM asks Mr. Norton whether he will need him later on, how does he respond?  (what surprising word does he use?)

9. How does their meeting end?  

10. Prediction:  Do you think that IM is forgiven and won’t have to face further discipline?

Analyzing Quotes: Chapter 4

Directions:  Please locate and underline each quote in your book.  Then, identify the context and the significance.

1. “Here within this quiet greenness I possessed the only identity I had ever known, and I was losing it…I would contribute to the welfare of all, shunning all but the straight and narraw path that he and the Founder had stretched before us” (99).  What was the context?  What does this show about IM?
2. “Then a veil seemed to fall” (103).  What is the context?  Why is it significant?  What veil?  What seemed to be revealed?
3. “He was so crazy that he corrupted sane men” (106).  Who is he talking about?  Do you think IM has been “corrupted” by this man?

Short Answer Responses

Directions:  Please answer each question in 2-4 complete sentences, no quotes necessary.

1. How has the experience at the Golden Day affected the narrator?  What has he learned or realized or begun to question because of it?

2. How would you characterize Mr. Bledsoe?  

3. Remembering back to the grandfather, and what he was saying about being a traitor.  Do you think Mr. Bledsoe is living according to the advice of the grandfather?  (We’ve already determined that IM is not.)  Why or why not? 

4. Why does Mr. Norton call him a “machine”?  Where do you think he got the idea?  In what ways is IM a “machine,” an “automaton”?

Road Map: Chapter 5

To be perfectly honest, students sometimes find chapter 5 a bit too long, and I can’t say I blame them.  Please don’t lose interest in the book because of it. Have faith—chapter 6 is really good!

Getting It Straight

Part I (pp. 109-123)

1. How would you describe the mood in the first three pages?  Why?

2. Where is everyone going?

3. What is the purpose of these sessions?

4. How did Dr. Bledsoe get to where he is today?

5. How do the students see him?

6. What does the “guest” begin to talk about?

7. How does he characterize the Founder?

8. What happened to the Founder when he followed the mysterious man to the cabin?

9. Who helps the Founder escape and recover?

10. How does the speaker (Rev. Barbee) help the students feel like a part of the Founder’s story?

11. When the Founder tells the students, “you went into this town with him,” you did this, you did that, did the students actually do all this?

12. What is the speaker’s name? (p. 123)

Part II (pp.124-135)

13. What does the Founder do after he escapes?

14. What happens to the Founder when he is about to speak at one of this speeches?

15. What does Dr. Bledsoe do in response?

16. How does the Founder die?

17. Who is now the living embodiment of the Founder?

18. How has the Founder improved the school?

19. What does he discover about Reverend Barbee’s eyes?

20. Why does IM now feel guilty about what he did?

21. What does he think is going to happen to him after he talks to Dr. Bledsoe?

Short Answer Responses

Directions:  You do not need to answer these questions like the Delve In paragraph.  Just be thoughtful and answer in complete sentences.

1. How would you describe the mood in the beginning of chapter 5?  Find 2-3 quotes to support your interpretation.

2. Why do they capitalize the name of the Founder?  What else do they call him?  Do they ever call him by his real name?  Why do you think they (the people at the college and otherwise) do this?

3. Text-to-Self Connection:  Who in history does the Founder remind you of?  Why?  Explain your answer.

4. Prediction:  How do you think the fact that Reverend Barbee is blind might be significant?  (In what other ways might one say that he is blind as well).

5. Analyzing Quotes:  “…old Barbee had made me both feel my guilt and accept it.  For although I had not intended it, any act that endangered the continuity of the dream was an act of treason” (134).  What act was he talking about?  How could his actions be construed as treason?

Delve In Paragraph (Chapters 4 & 5)

1. In Chapters 4 & 5, IM is beginning to change and question his long-held beliefs and assumptions as a result of his interactions with the crazy vets, Rev. Barbee, and Dr. Bledsoe.  How does he change?  What does he begin to question?  Please write a Delve In paragraph that charts his changing doubts and thoughts.  Make sure you have a claim and you back up your claim with at least 3 quotes from the text.

Academic Challenge (Extra Credit)

Directions:  Choose one of the Academic Challenges to complete for extra credit.

1. Who is Horatio Alger?  Look him up.  Why does Ellison make a reference to him?

2. Make a list of allusions that you find in Chapter 4.

3. Complete any of the Academic Challenges from any of the previous road maps.

Name:______________________Date:______________Period:______

Road Map Chapters 6: Invisible Man

Getting Things Straight (pp. 136-150)

1. When we first encounter Dr. Bledsoe at the beginning of Chapt. 6, what kind of lighting is he in?  How might this be symbolically significant?

2. What does Dr. Bledsoe get angry at IM about?

3. What does he call IM that shocks IM?

4. What “crime” has IM committed, according to Dr. Bledsoe?

5. What does Dr. Bledsoe pull out as a ‘symbol of our progress’?  Why do you think he pulls this out?

6. How does IM react to Dr. Bledsoe’s final declaration?  Does his reaction surprise you?

7. What is Dr. Bledsoe’s interpretation of his own power?

8. What does he say Mr. Norton really wants?

9. What is Bledsoe’s strategy to get to where he is?

10.  What does he advise IM to do?

11. What does Bledsoe offer him?

12. Why does IM feel that his only course of action is to accept responsibility for what had happened?

13. When IM leaves Bledsoe, what does Bledsoe give him?

Analyzing Quotes

1. ‘Then haven’t we bowed and scraped and begged and lied enough decent homes and drives for you to show him?” (138)

Speaker:

Context:

Signficance:

2. “You’re black and living in the South—did you forget how to lie?” (139)  

Speaker:

Context:

Significance:

3. “Why, the dumbest black bastard in the cotton patch knows that the only way to please a white man is to tell him a lie!  What kind of education are you getting around here?” (139)

Speaker:

Context:

Significance:

4. “A Negro like that should be under lock and key” (140)

“See Norton.  You’ll find that he wants you disciplined; he might not know it, but he does” (143).

Speaker:

Context:

Significance:

5. “Truth, truth, what was truth?”

Speaker:

Context:

Significance:

6. “You let the white folk worry about pride and dignity—you learn where you are and get yourself power, influence, contacts with powerful and influential people—then stay in the dark and use it!” (145)

Speaker:

Context:

Significance:

Discussion Question

1.  What is Dr. Bledsoe’s philosophy?  What kind of person is he? 

Name:__________________________Date:___________________

How does motif inform theme?

This is a difficult question, so we are going to break it down step-by-step.  Your final essays for Invisible Man will also  deal with this question.  You, of course, will be using a different motif.

Motif=object, idea, phrase, structure, that is repeated over and over again.

Theme Statement= a debatable statement, usually a commentary on human nature, human society, life, etc.

1) Motif/Symbolic Object=Sambo doll

How does motif inform theme?

Sample Theme statement:

Explanation:

Are there other motifs that tie into this theme?

2) Motif/Symbolic Object=history

How does motif inform theme?

Sample Theme statement:

Explanation:

Are there other motifs that tie into this theme?

3) Motif: betrayal


How does motif inform theme?


Sample theme statement:


Explanation:


Are there other motifs that tie into this theme?

4) Motif:____________________

How does motif inform theme?

Sample theme statement:

Explanation:

Are there other motifs that tie into this theme?

Other motifs that are tied up with vision:  invisibility, __________________, ___________________, ______________________, _____________________.

Subject: vision

(In this case, vision can also be a subject because we can come up with a theme statement regarding it.)

Theme Statements—a debatable statement, usually a commentary on human nature, human society, life, etc.

Sample Theme #1: Those who hold the power and authority in society don’t want the powerless to see the truth of their situation (like their own powerlessness, inequality, racism, poverty, indignity, etc.).


Supporting Motif #1:  the white line


Explanation (how does the motif inform the theme?):  the white line is like the line that those in power have set up to keep the powerless from crossing into territory that could make them realize the inequality of their situation.  How so?  While IM is driving Mr. Norton, the epitome of white power and wealth, he keeps on telling himself to keep his eye on the white line as he is driving along.  He is on the brink of realizing something after what happened at the Golden Day—that perhaps whites are not superior to blacks.  However, in the presence of Mr. Norton and with the subconscious pressure of the white line, he still follows the white line.  However, there are times when they white line seems blurry to him, or even gray.  These are times when he begins to realize the reality of his situation. 


Supporting Motif #2: __________________


Explanation: (how 


Supporting Motif #3:___________________


Explanation:

Theme #2:


Supporting Motif #1:

Theme #3:

Theme #4:

Name:____________________________Date:______________Period:_______________________

Critically Evaluating Implicit Arguments and Themes

“When I discover who I am, I’ll be free” (Ellison 243).

Speaker:

Context:

Part 1:  Ellison seems to be making some kind of argument about personal freedom and self-discovery/personal identity.  Does freedom rest on self-knowledge?  How might Ellison’s claim about freedom be true?  (Please respond with a claim and 4-6 sentences explaining your claim.)

Part 2:  Now, we are going to critically evaluate this statement.  How could the quote be false?  Think of a possible counterargument to disprove the quote.  (Please respond with a claim and 4-6 sentences explaining your claim.)

Group Activity:

In chapter 11, IM begins feeling many new things, thinking new thoughts, and acting in new ways.  What are four indications of IM’s transformation/change?

Indication #1:

Quote 1: (you may use ellipses and paraphrase as you see fit—but make sure you write the page numbers)

Quote 2:

Indication #2:

Quote 1:

Quote 2:

Indication #3:

Quote 1:

Quote 2:

Indication #4:

Quote 1:

Quote 2:

Name:_______________________Date:_________

Chapter 14 Road Map

Analyzing Quotes

1. “She had kept me going for months, yet I had no idea.  What kind of man was I becoming?  I had taken her so much for granted that I hadn’t even thought of my debt when I refused the job…Perhaps I had really never seen her.  I had been acting like a child, not a man” (Ellison 297).

Speaker:

Context:

Interpretation:  (explain every part of the quote, including IM’s change, sight, and man v. child)?

2. “It was not the harsh uninterested-in-you-as-a-human-being stare that I’d known in the South, the kind that swept over a black man as though were a horse or an insect…” (302).  What’s he talking about?

3. “’But don’t you think he should be a little blacker?’” (303).  

Speaker:

Context:

Significance:  (why do you think she says this??  What does this reveal about those people?)

4. “I had the sense of being present at the creation of important events, as though a curtain had been parted and I was being allowed to glimpse how the country operated…” (306).

How does this quote connect with learning to “play the game”?  While this is happening, who is in control of what is going to happen?

5. “’So it isn’t a matter of whether you wish to be the new Booker T. Washington, my friend…You shall be the new Booker T. Washington…’” (307).

Speaker:

Context:

Significance (who’s deciding what?  Do you think this is good for IM’s identity search and newfound self-assurance?):

Your Interpretation

1. On pages 312-314, something goes down at the party.  What is the argument about?  Whose side are you on?  Brother Jack or the short drunk “broad” man who asks him to sing?  Why?  How would you have reacted had you been in IM’s position?   

Your Opinion:

1. Do you think it’s a good thing that IM is going to work for Brother Jack?

Positives:

Negatives:

