Liesl Werner

Term 2, Winter 2005

Advanced English 10: A Separate Peace

Day2 Day3 Day4 Day5 Day6 Day7 Day8 Day9
Big Questions:  What makes a moral choice?

· What makes a moral flaw in a person?
· What does “coming of age” mean?
· Does one need to lose innocence in order to come of age?

· What is evil?

· Is there really such a thing as redemption?

Objective(s):  Students will think critically about power through class discussion and reading.

· Student define and explore the ideas of innocence, penance, and evil through journal writing and discussion.

· Students understand the way plot works in the novel and are about to identify different themes and symbols in class discussion and on the final exam.

Materials/Preparation:  A Separate Peace books
Specific Content:

Literature to be read:  A Separate Peace by John Knowles

Writing skills to be stressed:  Moving away from the five paragraph theme essay, comparison and contrast

Literary terms to be covered:   Theme, Plot (Exposition, Rising Action, Climax, Denouement/Falling Action, Resolution), setting, situation, characterization, symbolism, allusion, PARTS OF SPEECH!!!

Prior Knowledge:  

Unit Road Map:


Day 1.  

1. Welcome kids at the door, direct them to find their seats according to seating chart

2. Go through class syllabus, discuss examples of class guidelines. Signed Syllabus due on Wednesday.

3. Hand out Letter of Introduction assignment—work time, final draft tomorrow

4. If time, hand out scratch paper, kids answer questions, either one at a time or all at once:

· What is power? (Define)  Who has power? (list general and specific examples)  How is power manifested in your life (how do you have power, how is it exerted over you?)?

a. Discuss and refine answers with seat partner

b. Discuss and refine answers with groups of four

c. Discuss responses, write on overhead

5. If time, hand out and go through SP background info packet

Day 2.  

1. Welcome

2. Collect letters

3. Handout and go through SP background info packet (1st part) and John Knowles packet—have kids underline important information
4. Discuss good note taking

· Page numbers

· Who’s speaking

· Importance

· Themes

· Symbols

They will need to take good notes because they will be writing a paper comparing this work to LOTF.

5. Hand out the SP  study guide—I won’t be collecting—a valuable tool for them to study for the test and work on their papers, and a starting point for in class discussion

6. Hand out and sign out books on class list

7. Return to/do power discussion: look for individual vs. societal power and shifts.

8. Homework: Read Chapts 1 & 2 for tomorrow—I expect that you will do your reading—this is college prep


Day 3.  

1. Collect Syllabus

2. Hand out Portfolio sheets, explain to kids.  Have them write their names last, first on label section of manila folder, collect (and alphabetize after class).

3. Hand out college reading list sheet and packet, go through some recommendations from packet

4. Hand out “Arms of the Plot Graph”, go through definitions, tell dragon story and fit in on the already completed graph, begin plotting SP on a blank graph

5. Warn the kids that there will be a quiz on chpts. 1-4 tomorrow
6. Quickwrite: what is a loss of innocence?  What causes it?

7. Discuss responses, how do you lose innocence, were you parents more innocent when they were your age, etc.

8. Discuss reading so far via SG

9. Homework: Read chpts 3&4


Day 4.  

1. (20-30min) Handout or put quiz on chpts 1-4 on the overhead.  Collect when done.

2. (15-20min) In pairs, come up with a list of actions that either Finny or Gene has taken that have affected their relationship for either good or bad.  In fours, rank these behaviors from excellent friend behavior to unacceptable friend behavior.  As a class, list on the overhead?

3. (10min) On a sheet of paper, make a prediction: How will Finny react to the accident?  What will Gene do?  How will this action affect other characters and the rest of the novel?

· Discuss

· Collect

4. Discuss via study guide

5. Homework: read chpts. 5 and 6

Day 5.  

1. (10-15min) Define evil.  With your partner, come up with a list of evil actions that we see in our daily lives.  List on board.  What parallels do you see between evils in our time and those in the novel?  Discuss as a class.

2. (5-10min) Now, with your partner, write a list of reasons why Gene could be called evil.  Make a list of reasons why his actions could not be classified as evil.

3. (45-60 min) In groups of four, write out an argument for or against (as I assign) Gene’s evilness.  You should include examples from the text as well as examples of societal norms.  At least one quote, as well.  I will choose someone from each group to share  your argument (get some of the quiet kids talking).  We will hear each group’s argument, and there will be a chance for opposing groups to ask questions/rebuild their argument.

4. Return to Reading Strategies

5. Discuss via Study guide

6. Homework: Read Chapters 7 and 8. There will be a quiz tomorrow.

Day 6. 

1. (20-30 min) Hand out/put Quiz 5-8 on the overhead.  Circulate while kids work, then they put in bin when finished

2. Quickwrite: Is it possible to make up for a horrible act through good acts?  Is penance worthwhile?

3. W/ a partner: list pros and cons of avoidance. Can avoiding a topic/situation ever be a good thing?  Give examples.  Ask a student to chart on the board
4. How is the war changing Devon?  The Boys?

5. With a partner, rewrite Gene’s actions from the point of Finny’s accident to create a happier outcome.

6. Discuss via study guide

7. Homework: Read chpts. 9 & 10


Day 7.  

1. Hand out Portfolio: Thread/tie.

· Go through assignment

· Your first draft is due on Friday (LOTF Day1).  It should be what you consider a good, final draft.

· Final drafts due next Thursday

· Use double spacing, 12pt Times New Roman, Your name, Adv. Fiction 10, Period #, date in upper left—please don’t double space that.

· Please email the draft to me at: awerner@sowashco.k12.mn.us by class time Friday.

· I will make comments for you using the tracking tool, then email it back to you.

· If you can’t email it, you need to give me a typed draft on Friday
· Talk to me today to get a pass for the computer lab if you don’t have a computer at home to use.

· You will use the tracking tool to look at my comments, make changes, and improve your paper.  (Tools menu, track changes OR tracking button along bottom.

2. Review MLA quoting (last, #), remind that they need to name author, title, genre, setting in thesis statement/s

3. The test will be on Thursday, tomorrow I will give you the essay questions to prepare with.

4. Did Leper’s avoidance of life in general lead to his reaction to basic training?  Why or why not?  Why did he enlist? Suggest a course of action for Gene:  What can he do to help his friend?  What should he do?

5. With a partner, make a list of dual relationships in the novel.  List on the board and discuss as a class.  Finny vs. Gene, war vs. peace, Devon vs. Naguamsett, Brinker vs. Leper, summer vs. winter sessions, reality vs. non-reality, good vs. evil

6. Kids answer first 5 motivation questions in study guide

7. Discuss via study guide, Also Motivation no.5

8. Homework: Read chpts11-13 (finish the book), Portfolio tie-together draft due Friday

Day 8.  

1. Review chpts 11, 12, 13  via study guide, any questions?

2. Return Quizzes, go through answers, re-collect and put away
3. Hand out essay questions, read through

· Your may prepare outline that you can use as notes during the test, you will need at least 1 properly cited quote per essay

· I’m giving you five now, I’ll post three tomorrow, you will choose two to write

· Grading as follows:

a. Thesis Statement that answers completely and foreshadows structure of the essay (10 points)

b. Organization and Completeness of Support, including partitioning, use of textual evidence, and quality and quantity of detail (10 points)
c. Writing Mechanics (spelling, punctuation, usage)(5 points)

4. Return to plot line—What does Gene decide?

5. Hand out Compare/Contrast Essay—will be due after Lord of the Flies—don’t worry yet!

6. Hand out answer sheets and Standard Written English Test 1—DO NOT WORRY; THIS IS NOT GOING IN THE GRADE BOOK. JUST DO YOUR BEST.

7. Go through answers, kids correct their own—poll for trouble spots


Day 9. 

1. Write three of the essay questions on the board.

2. Kids clear desks except for a sheet of paper.  Name, Hour at the top, number 1-50.

3. They have the class hour to work; please watch the time carefully.  Remember that you need to remain quiet and keep their eyes to their own papers.  When they finish, they can read for other classes.

4. Hand out multiple choice section of the test.  When students have finished that section, they can take out their notes to work on their in-class essays.  When finished w/ essay, turn it in.

Learning Assessment:  Prepared paper of Comparison and Contrast after Lord of the Flies, On Demand Unit Essay, Test, in class discussion, group work

Evaluation/Rubric(s):  

Reflection:  Things worked pretty well, especially some of the discussions that began with definitions.   Next time, I’d like to add a bit more structure.

Student Handouts:

