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Internet Safety & Information Literacy Lessons


QuickCurve eLearning, 2006


Lesson 1: Safe Surfing
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NOTE: 

· Check all sites for operability prior to lessons

· Ensure students know how to Log In with user ID and password & fire up a browser

Materials: 

1. Website- http://www.kidsmart.org.uk
2. Safe Surfing Contract

Discussion: 

· What is Internet Safety? 

· Why do we need to learn about it? 

· Key Terms: Internet, identity, predator, alias, vetted site, safety
Demonstration: Kidsmart Quiz-show how to start and proceed

Activity: 

· Proceed on your own through quiz. Record SMART from quiz on sheet & (generally) associate key terms with each letter
· Safe Surfing Contract: read and sign
· Visit site again on your own and explore
Lesson 2: Information Literacy
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Materials-websites:
1. http://www.golfcross.com/
2. http://www.buydehydratedwater.com/
3. http://home.inreach.com/kumbach/velcro.html
4. http://www.thedogisland.com/
5. http://www.shibumi.org/eoti/index.htm
6. http://www.stephenswork.com/funkyshoes/index.html
7. http://funphone.com/old/
8. http://www.bandersnatch.com/guide.htm
Discussion: 

· Return Safe Surfing contract & permission slips. 

· Review Internet Safety & previous Key Terms. 

· Who visited the Safe Surfing site on their own to play more games and find out more information? 

· Key Terms: Information Literacy, validity. What is Information Literacy? Why do we need to learn about it? How/When do we trust the information from a site?

Demonstration: Go to one site-preview for group and show how to gain main idea of content (without giving hints about validity) 

Activity: 

· Visit websites in any order & record ‘V’ for valid sites

Lesson 3: Exploring the Validity of Information
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Materials-websites: 
1. Hoax Quiz

· http://www.factmonster.com/quizzes/hoax/1.html
2. Urban Legends- 

· http://www.snopes.com
· http://urbanlegends.about.com/library/bl_quiz.htm
3. Wikipedia- http://www.wikipedia.org
Discussion: 

· Review Information Literacy & previous Key Terms. 

· Key Terms: hoax, wiki, urban legends

· Tally the vote for the 8 websites again.

Demonstration: Wikipedia 

Activity: 

· Take the hoax quiz and record score.

Group Discussion:

1. Share your hoax quiz score.

2. Only one of the 8 websites from Lesson 1 was real. Did you find it? 

3. Hoaxes & urban legends-what are they? How can you tell if they are true?

4. What are trusted websites for valid information?

5. What are wikis? Are they sources of valid information?

· Explore Wikipedia

· Explore Urban Legends

Lesson 4: Search Engines
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Materials-websites:
· http://www.google.com
· http://www.ask.com
· http://www.vivisimo.com
Discussion: 

· Logging In with user ID and password & fire up a browser.

· Review Information Literacy & previous Key Terms 

· Key Terms: browser. What is a browser? What browsers do you use? What makes a good browser? How does Google arrive at its results?

Demonstration: 

1. Demo: Google http://www.google.com. Do a search for “Yukon gold rush”. Examine the number of hits and how they are sorted. (e.g. 729, 000 hits)

2. Demo: Do the same search on Ask http://www.ask.com --formerly askjeeves. (e.g. 115, 900 hits. Look at Narrow Your Search and Expand Your Search) Show askforkids.com (less than 50 hits, some organized by question)

3. Do the same search on Vivisimo http://www.vivisimo.com. Compare with Google and Ask. (e.g. 115, 900 hits. Look at clustered results)

4. Demo: Google Labs. Explore Google Maps and Google Lists.

Activity:

· Explore browsers and Google Labs.

