Final Exam Review Supplement
9th grade Computer Science 2006-2007
What is a final?
We have been using “final” as an abbreviation of “final exam.”  It is typically a test that covers the material from an entire course. 

Why do we have to take this final?  
For many students, the final exam is a good tool for evaluating what you have learned during a year of Computer Science class.

How much time do we have and will we have extra time to finish? 
You will have one class period.  If you need extra time, you may work on your exam during lunch or after school.  

What if you skip a question?
If you leave a question blank, you will earn zero points.  It is better to make an educated guess than to skip a question.

Is it written or on the computer?
The exam is written.  You won’t need to use a computer.

What will happen if you fail the final?
The final exam is worth 10% of your overall grade.  If you fail, then it will bring down your grade for the year.  

Could we get the midterms back?
Yes.  Come see me after school or during lunch.

Can we briefly review everything?
No.  One of the challenges of a final exam is studying on your own.  Take our review materials and class conversations as guides.  You may always find me in the halls or send an email with a question!

How is the exam organized?
The exam has multiple choice questions to warm you up, a short answer section about step-by-step processes, and two open response questions in which you can show off your informed opinions on technology and culture.

What day is the test?
9d, 9e, and 9f - Thursday June 7. 
9g - Friday June 8.

I’ve lost all my papers! Where do I look for more information?
Start at the student wiki:  http://students.mypha.org/

Will we have to write XHTML and CSS on the exam?
You will not have to write code by hand but you will have to identify errors in code that is provided.

What is syntax?
When talking about languages like XHTML or CSS, syntax is the set of rules that must be followed for the computer to understand your code.  E.g., in math syntax, you can only have one period in number (12.325).  If you have more than one decimal (213.77.32), people won’t be able to understand what you mean.

What are common file extensions for images we’ve used in class?
.jpg – JPEG – usually used to save photographs, screenshots from movies and video games.  JPEGs might have millions of colors.
.gif – GIF – usually used to save text, illustrations, or short animations. GIF images are limited to 256 colors.
.psd – Photoshop projects contain layers, history, and other information.  Much larger than GIF or JPEG files and cannot be used on the web.

Are there going to be a lot of questions about Blogger?
You should be able to discuss blogs and blogging generally but I am not testing your ability to use Blogger in particular.

Do we have to know keyboard shortcuts (Control-w, Alt-t, etc.)? 
Not for the exam but they might be helpful to your everyday lives.

What are the projects we did and will there be questions about them on the test?
From Q3 and Q4 that you should be able to discuss are: Create a MySpace badge, Revolutionary Leaders Network, Create an animated GIF.

Why is a permalink important and why isn’t it just like a hyperlink?
 A hyperlink connects any two resources on the Web.  A permalink is a specific type of hyperlink that is used on websites that frequently update their content.  For example, each post on a blog has a permalink so that readers will be able to find old posts easily.

How do you use the stamp tool in Photoshop?
Using the stamp tool is a two step process.  First select a target area by holding Alt while you click once.  Next use the stamp like a paintbrush to copy the target onto another part of the image.  This is not part of the final exam.

Have another question?  Email me: kdriscoll@prospecthillacademy.org or find me in the computer lab! 

