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English Language Teaching Methodology Workshop: 

Interactive Classroom Activities
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Workshop Leader: Emilie Pooler, M.Ed., Educational Testing Service

Workshop Particpants: Oum Chankanhiarith, Sok Sengret, Em Sinaing, Dy Putheara, Heng Rathpidor, Tann Munna, Tuy Sophorn, Sok Vanna, Moeng Samnang, Sem TolaSreypeou, Som Mony, Doung Dara, Poun Raytoun, Oum Sopheap, Huot Sovathanak, Nhim Sigo, Chrea Sereileakhana, Neang Sitha, Chy Bunaun, Noep Veth, Ma SokRoath, Ly Nget, Yem Touch

Twenty-three English teachers participated in an English Language Teaching Methodology workshop held this summer at the National Institute for Education in Phnom Penh as part of the Teachers Across Borders Teacher Training Workshops. 
The workshop objectives were to provide teachers with skills to make their English classrooms more interactive and lively. Teachers explored current methodology and approaches and examine how these could be applied to their current school contexts in Cambodia. 

Upon completing this workshop, participants should be able to understand and implement the following key methods or approaches:

· Communicative language teaching 

· Student-centered teaching 

· Task-based instruction 

· Integrated-skills approach

 

In addition, teachers should be able to develop and teach lessons that:

· engage students in active learning tasks
· focus on authentic and communicative language use 

· reach students of mixed ability levels 

· assess student learning in a variety of ways 

Participants in the workshop explored a number of classroom activities that promote communicative fluency in English. One such activity is the interview. Interviews are a good way to get students to interact with each other and to practice both listening and speaking skills. Types of interview include pair interviews, self-directed interviews, group interviews, and opinion polls. An interview can be followed up with a writing activity in order to integrate the skills of listening, speaking, and writing.

The following pieces of writing are the product of an opinion poll activity for advanced level English speakers.
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NAME: SOM MONY


Should English be taught in Cambodian primary schools? Why or why not?


	In my recent survey, I found that all of the people I spoke to preferred English being taught in Primary Schools. Mr.Roath, who is working at Pannasastra University, said, “To catch up with our neighboring countries and the developed world, Cambodian children should be taught English as early as when they are in primary schools.”


	The others shared the same opinions, but Mr. Toun’s idea is a little different from them. He said, “English should be taught in primary school and only in the last two years of Primary School.”








NAME: TUY SOPHORN


Do you believe that education in Cambodia is improving?


	In my survey today, 60% of the class believes that the education in Cambodia is improving. For example, Ms. Mona said, “Everyday there are a lot of universities and schools, so Cambodians have more chance to study than before. And most students get scholarships to study abroad.” 


	Thevy and Ms. Kagnarith said, “Most students that finish high school have more chance go to continue their education at university and some get scholarships abroad, too.” Finally, Mr. Teara also said the same as both students above.


	But 40% of the class believes that education in Cambodia has not improved. Mr. Bunaun said that most students don’t study hard. There are a lot of graduated students that don’t have jobs. Mr. Tourn said, “At 16, the students who finish high school or university, they had enough ability to complete their education, but now they don’t have abilities to do a job.”


	In conclusion, I think that education in Cambodia is not improving. Even though there are a lot of universities, the level of education is low, and students don’t have enough abilities to do work.





NAME: LY NGET


Do you think that people normally value boys’ education more than girl’s education in Cambodia?


	In my survey today, I interviewed one of my classmates. He said that due to Cambodian culture, girls’ education is inferior to boys because of the cultural barriers and security. Khmer culture doesn’t let girls pursue higher education because their family thinks that girls, even though well educated, should still be housewives and their duty is responsibility for the family household, like looking after the kids and the house.


	Another view is about security. Girls are considered to be unsafe if they are away from home to continue their learning or studying. If something happens to her, it may bring problems to her family. This can lead to the family’s losing face. However, nowadays there are many universities which are close to their house. For example, each province at least has a university that most girls can access to higher education. Moreover, their family members are starting to understand the value of education. They now may encourage and give support to their daughters as well. Therefore, at some universities more students are female.


	To sum up, boy’s education and girl’s education are valued in different culture and in different situation.





NAME: MOENG SAMNANG


Do you think education in Cambodia is better than in Vietnam? Why or why not?	This morning I researched some ideas that talk about comparing education in Cambodia with education in Vietnam. Most of the people I spoke to think that Vietnam’s education is better than Cambodia’s. For example, Srey Pov said, “I think Vietnam is better than Cambodia because Vietnam has modern technology that can help their students. They have a lot of human resources, including curriculum.”


Some students think that Vietnam is better than Cambodia because of corruption. Mr. Putheara added that Cambodia has corruption in its education system, including corruption during exams.


	Anyway, some students think that education in Vietnam is better than in Cambodia, but they have no idea why. They just know that Vietnam has many documents that are better than Cambodia’s. But Ms. Kanhiarith just compares English language ability. She said, “Cambodians can speak English very well and the Vietnamese can’t speak well.”


	Finally, Vietnam’s education is better than Cambodia because of technology, human resources, curriculum and good documents.


In my opinion, Vietnam is still better than Cambodia because they have a better condition than Cambodia, but I hope that Cambodia will be improve its education system over the next 15 years or more.


	





NAME: DY PUTHEARA


Why did you join the English-teaching workshop?


	In my survey today, most of my classmates told me that they were very happy to join the workshop because they could exchange new methods, new experiences, new knowledge and they could learn how to be good teachers. Sitha said, “This workshop could improve my knowledge.” Sinaing said, “I am getting a lot of experience from the workshop.”





NAME: MA SOK ROATH


Is education in Cambodia today better or worse than is was in the past?


	In my interview with five persons, all of them supported my topic and gave me a lot of ideas and suggestions. My question was, “Do you think education in Cambodia is better than it was in the past? Why or why not?”


	Mr. Mony, the first interviewee, said “Education is improved a lot if we compared to the past (the Communist society from 1980-1998). Now we can study English with freedom, but in the past you could not study and they tried to attack you when you did. Moreover, there are many universities now and they can give a lot of chances to students to gain the knowledge.”


	High technology is also the part of improving education, Ms. Munna said.  “In the public school, the students don’t want to listen to their teachers or respect them because they think their teacher doesn’t have enough ability to teach them. They think, ‘Even teachers themselves get around $30 per month—how they can educate me to get a good future?’”


	Finally, Education in Cambodia is improved a lot if we compare it to the past. Students have a good chance to study abroad and gain more technology and also know about foreign culture. When they come back, they can use this knowledge to develop our country to get to the top with other developed countries.





NAME: OUM CHANKANHIARITH


Do you think Coke is better than beer?


	In my survey this morning, 60% of the people said that Coke is better than beer. 


Coke is easy to drink and when we drink Coke, it makes us feel happy and powerful. But 40% of the people think that Coke is not good for their health because it can make people sick or give them a stomachache. Some people think Beer is good because when they drink beer they can sleep well, but when we drink it too much it can make us drunk, sick, and fat, and sometimes we can get into an accident. In conclusion, I think that Coke is better than beer—but don’t drink it too much because it is not good for our health.





NAME: NOEP VETH


What do you like best about teaching?


	My classmates like to teach because they can communicate with different students. They meet many people from different areas and can share their ideas with students. 


	In conclusion, teaching not only let them gain knowledge, but it is also helpful and friendly.





NAME: OUM SOPHEAP


TOPIC: Do you think the mobile phone is good or bad for people?


	In my survey today, 50% of the class believes that mobile phones are good and 50% believe that mobile phones are bad. Those who think they are good said, “It is easier and quick to communicate with others and it costs less money and time.” Those who think they are bad said, “They can affect the people’s brains when they are used a lot and they disturb you when you are sleeping at noon or night.”





NAME: TANN MUNNA


Are drugs a cause of problems in Cambodia?


	My survey today found that 80 percent of the class believes that drugs are really a cause of problems in Cambodia.


In Cambodia Society today, some of the boys and the girls are very addicted to drugs. 	Some of them drop their studies and become thieves or robbers in order to get money to buy drugs. Moreover, some of the girls fall to prostitution because of the drugs.


	In my interview with Pidor, he said, “Drugs cause the problems for some students that make them quit their studies.” Theara said that “because of drugs, families have domestic violence and this leads to Cambodians’ not understanding each other, especially a lot of gangsters and bad street children.


	Sigo said, “Because of drugs, our society is full of disease and people are unhealthy.”


	





NAME: POUN RAYTUON


Are tigers lovely, or are they fierce animals?


	In a recent survey, 80% said that tigers aren’t lovely, because they’re fierce, wild animals. But Srey Peo added they help preserve ecology and nature. If the world is without animals like tigers and lions, and animals that eat grass and tree leaves will destroy the environment.


	But Pidor confirmed that tigers, however, are dangerous, but they’re also so lovely. “But love is not only the reason we stay close, but also we stay away. She said that tigers are lovely because they’re strong, quick, and brave and because their colors and facial expressions are powerful. 





NAME: DE THEARA


Is health better than wealth?


	In a recent survey, 100% of the class believes that health is better than wealth, but there were many different answers, like:


“Health makes us clever. We can do a job, earn money, and go somewhere.”


“If we have bad health, we can’t work, can’t be happy, can’t learn, and can’t eat delicious food.”


“Bad health makes you pay a lot of money for treatment. Vice versa, wealth will come back if you have good health.”


	So all the answers support that health is better than wealth. It’s the good and right answer for us to think of our health and take care of our health.





NAME: SEM TOLA SREYPEOU


Do you think the method of voting for new Seven Wonders of the World is fair? Why or why not?


	In a recent survey 95% of the students interviewed think that the voting method is unfair. One of them believes that people could come up with new seven wonder but at the same time believes the process is unfair.


	Vanna, Mony, Bon Oun, and Emilie said that the method is not fair. They all come up with a similar reason to prove their answer. The main reason is that the country which has many people and a high level of technology such as internet access will be able to have a bigger voice. On the other hand, the country which has a limited number of people and poor technology will not have much voice.


 	Therefore, we can conclude that this voting process doesn’t reflect reality and fairness.





NAME:	HENG RATHPIDOR


Do you think men should help their wives with the housework?


	In some countries in the world, especially the countries in Asia, women usually do the housework after they get married. Do you think men should help their wives with the housework?


	Munna said, “Most wives also work outside, so men should help their wives.” Sopheap said that men also have responsibility to share the work in the house. Theara said, “There are many things to do in the house and they have to help each other.” Sinaing added, “Men are stronger than women and they should help their wives with the hard work.”


	In my survey today, one hundred percent of the people in my class agree that men should help their wives with the housework. Personally, I think men should help their wives with some work in the house so they will have an easy life and happy family.





NAME: SOK VANNA


Is single life is better than married life?


	In my survey today, 70% of the people I spoke to answered that married life is easier. Emilie said, “If we are a couple, we are never lonely. We can share everything, such as cooking, the household, and income.” Mr. Nget said, “Two brains are better than one brain, so we can solve problems easier.” Mr. Setha said, “If a man has a family, he will have happiness, because when he comes back home from work he is happy with his kids. So what he does everyday is for his family and kids. He knows what true love is.”


	Many people agreed with this idea, but still some of them disagree. Sopheap said, “If a man has a family he doesn’t have full freedom and he will have a lot of responsibility.”


	Finally, I think single life is better than married life, because I want to have freedom and I don’t want to have much responsibility.





NAME:	NEANG SITHA


Is the environment in Cambodia good or bad?


	In my survey 80% that said the environment is good. Mr. Puthera said, “We think that the environment in Cambodia is good because the ministry of forestry in Phnom Penh has many opinions how to protect the polluted air and they give good advice to people to know how to keep the country clean and healthy.”


	Sitha said, “We think that the environment in Cambodia bad because a lot of people always cut down trees. They burn woods to make charcoal to sell at the market to get money to feed their family. And there are many factories in Cambodia. Many people don’t know how to grow trees and keep the country clean, not even farmers.


	So, I think that all conclusions are the same ideas, but the points are different.





NAME: MHIM SIGO


Do men or women make better teachers?


	According to my recent survey today, I found that most women seem to support the point that women make better teachers while men are aggressive and rude to their students.


The women I surveyed believe that women teachers are sympathetic, gentle, smooth talking and much more helpful to students than men are.


	In response to the women’s idea about women making better teachers, about 80% of men also have some arguments about those ideas that women make better teachers. In the survey many men said that women would make better teacher in lower-level class. They believe that women can be like a mother to younger children in basic learning, while men should take some teaching roles at higher levels with certain purposes of education.


	In conclusion, men and women can make better teachers whenever they want to. 








NAME: SOK SENGRETH


Why did you decide to become a teacher?


	The people I talked to think that teachers are very good. They can learn a lot of knowledge and meet many students. A teacher is a person that is a basic need for society. Teachers can teach the good knowledge to students and some students can use this knowledge to develop our country in the future.











After a long morning of learning, the workshop participants and the teacher are a little silly, but they are all ready to try out lots of new ideas in their classrooms!









