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Earth Charter in Action 

Teaching Module:

Organic Farming

The first in a series of teaching modules designed to introduce the Earth Charter and provide hands on experience with Earth Charter in Action at different Earth Charter business and project sites.
9 June 2007

Contact:

Kat Cooley

Katharine.cooley@gmail.com
Title: Earth Charter in Action: Organic Farming

Subjects: The Earth Charter, values, sustainable development, organic farming

Grade, Age: Grades 2-8

Brief Description: This lesson should be hosted at an organic farm, ideally one that is familiar with the Earth Charter, and already actively promoting it’s principles.  It is also possible to do this lesson plan while creating a garden with the students in their own schoolyard or elsewhere. The lesson is intended to both introduce the Earth Charter and the concepts of sustainable development to the students in terms that they can easily grasp and understand, while also providing a real life example of the principles of the Earth Charter “in action” on the farm. The lesson plan includes brief guidelines and tips on how to introduce the charter to young people, outlines a few learning activities and games that can be introduced, and discussion questions to facilitate reflection. This lesson can be used independently, or as one in a series of “Earth Charter in Action” modules, it can also use The Earth Charter itself, or one of the adaptations of the Earth Charter for children that are available online.

Outcomes: At the end of this lesson, students should have a basic understanding of the purpose of the Earth Charter, as well as a the importance of each of it’s 4 main principles. Students should also understand the organic farm as an example of the Earth Charter in Action, and be able to note at least one way that the farm is acting upon each Earth Charter Principle.

Keywords: The Earth Charter, sustainable development, organic farming, community, environment

Materials Needed:

-Appropriate attire for working on the farm (closed toe shoes, water bottles, sunscreen, insect repellant etc.)


-four pieces of poster board

Preparation: The key ingredient for this field trip to be successful is to find the right organic farm to host the event. It is ideal for a teacher or environmental group leader to have a discussion with someone from the host farm about the Earth Charter to determine if in fact the farm is operating. Although by virtue of being organic, many farms will be aligned with the principles of sustainable development and the Earth Charter, some will not. It is also important to discover any extra activities hosted by the farm such as outreach and education about organics, community events, the use of biogas, or any other interesting and creative ways that the farm may be providing examples of the Earth Charter principles in action.  A list of organic farm and other business or Earth Charter project hosts can be found at the end of this module, and can be added to as student groups use this module in different regions. 

Once the appropriate host is identified, it is important to work with the host to prepare hands on activities for the students so that they can put Earth Charter principles into action themselves while on site. For example, in Chengdu, at the XXX farm, students helped weed vegetable patches, harvest potatoes, and feed piglets. 

Lastly, it is important for the directors of the trip to have a thorough understanding of the making of the Earth Charter, the value of it’s principles, and the importance of the Charter in the context of the 21st Century.

Sample Lesson Plan: 

9:00- 9:15: Arrival to the farm and brief introduction of the farm by the owner to the students.

9:15-10:15: Introduction of the Earth Charter: Key points are bulleted below each part of the introduction below. It is recommended that through this section, children are encouraged to participate as much as possible in the explanation of the Charter. Questions that can be used to stimulate participation at various points in the introduction are noted in italics. 

1. Preamble 

· The Earth as our home, everything on the earth is like one big family

· Everything as interconnected: Who can think ways in which everything on the earth is connected? (the water cycle, global economics: ask kids to find out where their shoes or sneakers were made, playing computer games online, weather cycles)

· Right now as a critical point: the earth is out of balance. Provide examples of how the earth is out of balance: wars, people who are going hungry, children without school, people mistreating each other, animals being mistreated, water being wasted, pollution. Can you think of any more problems from your daily life? 
· People, and kids as agents of change: we can choose to keep the earth in balance!  

2. Making of the Earth Charter: So, What can we do? 

· Earth Charter started in 1992 at the Earth Summit in Brazil, a meeting between every nation in the world to talk about the world. 

· It took five years of dialogues between every different kind of person, like governments, businesses, environmental groups, kids, religious people, teachers, parents, (add as many relevant examples as possible here)

· Consensus: and The Earth Charter is a list of the principles that EVERYONE AGREES should guide our world in the future. 

3. Earth Charter Principles: This introduction of the Earth Charter principles is intended to help kids understand how these principles matter in their day to day lives. First go through each principle and it’s sub principles with the students, Many questions can be asked throughout the presentation of the principles including:

· Why is this important?

· What does this mean? 

· How could you do this?

4. Activity for Further Comprehension: Earth Charter Skits: Break the students into four groups. Give each group a main principle and it’s sub principles, and give them 15 minutes to prepare a brief skit to explain the principle to their classmates. 

10:15-11:15- Take a tour of the farm, and farm chores: During the tour of the farm, ask the kids to look out for examples of how the principle they just introduced is at work on the farm. Also point out all of the special ways that it is an example of the Earth Charter in Action.


-no chemicals and pesticides- a lot of bugs!


-fruits and vegetables grow naturally, some have brown spots, but that is alright


-Pigs are outdoors


-Natural biogas is used 


-people can sit on the bench and enjoy nature by the pond, 


-everyone invited to share the healthy food in the restaurant

11:15-lunchtime: Reflections and Drawing


Allow the students to discuss what they saw and did on the farm. Then divide them back into their four groups to make a poster that shows how each principle is “in action” on the farm.

Some discussion questions:

· How did you contribute to the working of the farm?

· What was the most interesting part of the farm?

· How does not using pesticides help the environment and people?

· Why were those pigs so happy?

Possible Extension Activities

· Create an organic garden on your school grounds or in a public space nearby

· Visit another business or project site that promotes sustainable development and the principles of the Earth Charter

· Creative Writing 

