The French and Indian War in Pennsylvania
Basics of the French and Indian War

· It was the last of 4 North American wars between the British and French for domination of the New World

· Each side had both Indian and Colonial allies

· Eventually, this war would expand to Europe (the Seven Years War) and to Asia (the Third Carnatic War)

Beginnings of the French and Indian War
· French, British, and Iroquois Indian tribes were all seeking to occupy the same territory

· Between 1744-1748, English traders had begun to push into Ohio country and established relationships with Indian tribes that had previously signed agreements with the French

· The Ohio Company began making efforts to create a settlement at modern day Pittsburgh, PA

· To counteract British moves, the French began building a series of forts from Lake Erie to the fork of the Ohio River (Fort Duquesne)

· Governor Robert Dinwiddie of Virginia was forced to take action; he warned the French of their intrusion in 1753; the warning was ignored

· Dinwiddie sent an armed force of British regulars under the command of George Washington to expel the French

· The French defeated Washington’s troops at the Battle of Fort Necessity (July 3-4, 1754) and sent them back to Virginia; the war had begun

The Course of War in Pennsylvania
· In 1755, General Edward Braddock was sent to Fort Duquesne

· The battle was fought across the Monongahela River from Kennywood

· During the fight, Braddock was shot through chest; the British army retreated back towards modern day Uniontown, PA

· Braddock died during the retreat and is supposedly buried along with his treasure somewhere along the route

· During 1755-1757, the English suffered many defeats and friction developed between the British and colonial soldiers

· In 1757, the British appointed William Pitt to lead 

· Pitt designed and initiated a series of well-coordinated attacks; in 1758, the British destroyed the French fort Frontenac on Lake Ontario and captured Fort Duquesne

· In 1760, General Jeffery Amherst forced the last French defenders to surrender at Montreal, Canada

Results of the War
· Treaty of Paris (signed in 1763)

1. control of Canada went to Great Britain

2. All French territories east of the Mississippi went to the British

3. English, rather than French, institutions would dominate North America

Problems for the British Following the War

· British government had doubled its national debt and acquired more territory than it could control

· Attempts by the British government to raise colonial taxes antagonized colonists

· France’s desire for revenge led them to side with the American colonists
