Write Your Own Poems!

On or before Tuesday, you need to write three poems of your own: a haiku, a limerick, and a pattern (concrete) poem. Here’s how!

1. HAIKU – a haiku is a three-line poem that is usually about nature. The first line usually has 5 syllables, the second line has 7, and the third line has 5 (but it’s ok to break that rule a little bit). Here are some examples of haiku:

Now the swing is still:

On the one-ton temple bell

A suspended tire


A butterfly, folded into sleep

Centers the autumn moon.

Sits still.

Think about a scene that is special to you and how you might be able to describe it to a reader. 

2. LIMERICK – a limerick is a five-line poem with a swinging rhythm that tells a humorous story. Limericks rhyme in an AABBA pattern. Here are some examples of limericks:

A piggish young person from Leeds

There was an old lady named Crockett
Made a meal on six packets of seeds

Who went to put a plug in a socket;

But it soon came to pass


But her hands were so wet

That he broke out in grass


She flew up like a jet

And he couldn’t sit down for the weeds.
And came roaring back down like a rocket!

The first line of many limericks ends in the name of a person or a place. Perhaps you could write a limerick about a person or place you know. Make a list of words that rhyme with that person’s or place’s name and use them to end lines 2 and 5. Fill in the rest of the story in lines 3 and 4.

3. PATTERN POEM – a pattern poem, also called a concrete poem, is a poem meant to be seen, not heard. The arrangement of the letters and words helps to tell what the poem is about. Your pattern poem can make a picture using letters and words, like “Concrete Cat” on page 725 of your Literature book, or can help describe an object in a unique way, like the poems “Elevator” and “The Salmon” on the handout from Ms. G.

