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2 - 3 pages, double-spaced, 12 point font, normal margins.

Your assignment is to take one day leading up to this assignment and chart your consumption of agricultural products for the day.  In a paragraph or two, summarize what you ate on this day.  Pick one fruit, vegetable, dairy, or meat product that you ate and do a little research.  

Use your “sociological imagination” to think about the social, economic, and ecological biography and history of what you ate.     

· Where did it come from?  
· What company made it, processed, and/or packaged and marketed it to you?

· Who grew it or raised it?  Who harvested it?  
· How many miles did it travel to get to you?

· How was it transported to Wisconsin? (ship, plane, train, truck? All of the above?)  

· How much did it cost and who got the money that you paid for it?     

· What are the social and ecological costs and benefits, if any, of this thing you ate?

It is possible that you may not be able to find out lots of specifics, but that may in fact be part of the story.  But if you know the company that sold you the product, check if they have a website, does the company or parent company have an annual report the is available?  
You may need to do some speculation.  Researched speculation is encouraged.  For example, if you ate a mango from Brazil, perhaps you can find information about the mango industry generally in Brazil.  If you ate cheese in a frozen pizza, you may be able to find out specifics on the company that made it and where they source their products from.  Make sure you cite all articles, books, websites, or communication you use in your reporting on the food item you are researching.  Consider this a research paper.  
If you are having a hard to time tracing a fruit or vegetable, USDA tracking of commodity movement nationally and imports figures may help you make an educated hypothesis about where your fruit or vegetable came from, for the sake of argument.  This USDA document from 2001 can be used as a source,  

http://www.ams.usda.gov/fv/mncs/shipsumm02.pdf.  Perhaps you don’t know where your apple came from but if, for example, the USDA reports that in February 75% of all apples come from Washington state you might hypothesize that the apple that you ate came from there.  
This assignment will be graded on the effort that you have put into to researching and reporting on the social, economic, and ecological aspects of the food item you select, use of the sociological imagination, as well as clarity and citations.  
