Poetry Ingredients Part 2:

The Ideas in Poetry
(Language Arts Notes, March 4, 2004)

1. IMAGERY: vivid descriptions of things seen. Imagery is related to sensory language, which appeals to all the senses of sight, sound, smell, taste, and touch. 

“September,” by John Updike

The breezes taste

Of apple peel.

The air is full

Of smells to feel –

Ripe fruit, old footballs,

Drying grass,

New books and blackboard

Chalk in class.

Fill in on your own: What images and sense impressions can you use to describe a snowstorm?

2. SIMILE: a comparison between two things using the words “like” or “as.”

“New Notebook,” by Judith Thurman

Lines

In a new notebook

Run, even and fine,

Like telephone wires

Across a snowy landscape.

With wet, black strokes

The alphabet settles between them,

Comfortable as a flock of crows.

“Surprise,” by Jean Little

I feel like the ground in winter,

Hard, cold, dark, dead, unyielding.

Then hope pokes through me

Like a crocus.


Fill in on your own: A bird is like _______________ because ________________




A telephone is like _______________ because ________________

3. METAPHOR: a comparison between two things that does not use “like” or “as.”

“Fog,” by Carl Sandburg

The fog comes

On little cat feet.

It sits looking

Over harbor and city

On silent haunches

And then moves on.

“Breakers,” by Lillian Morrison

Roaring,

All flowing grace,

The water tigers pounce,

Feed on the shore,

Worry it

Again and again,

Take great bites

They cannot swallow

And leave the toothmarks

Of their long white fangs.

“A Modern Dragon,” by Rowena Bastin Bennett

A train is a dragon that roars through the dark

He wriggles his tail as he sends up a spark.

He pierces the night with his one yellow eye,

And all the earth trembles when he rushes by.

Fill in on your own: Sadness is __________________________

Spring is ____________________________

4. PERSONIFICATION: a comparison between a non-human and a human that gives a non-human the qualities of a person.

Examples: The wind howled in anger around the house.



The stapler bit the piece of paper fiercely.



The armchair hugged me as I sat down.

Fill in on your own: The telephone __________________________________.




The candle _________________________________________.
