Terms:
Greenhouse Effect - when carbon dioxide gas is released into the atmosphere and raises the Earth’s temperature

Three Gorges Dam - will be the largest dam in the world when created; its’ construction is destroying the homes of thousands of animals and humans

Erosion - when soil washes away after too many trees have been cut down

Sewage - liquid waste

Tiananmen Square - location of the 1989 massacre of student protesters by the Chinese government

Martial Law - when the government uses force against its own people

Senator - a member of the U.S. Congress (makes laws), two in each state

Representative - a member of the U.S. Congress (makes laws); states with more people have more representatives

Questions:
1.  As China burns more coal, more carbon monoxide gas is released into the atmosphere.  These gases are slowly raising the temperature of the Earth.  This process is called the greenhouse effect.

2.  The Great Leap Forward caused much of the soil erosion in China.  It is a problem because now it is more difficult for Chinese farmers to grow crops.

3.  Students were protesting in Tiananmen Square for the right to vote and the right to criticize their government.

4.  The boy became a symbol of two things.  First, it symbolized the refusal of the Chinese government to grant its own people certain basic rights.  Second, it represented the willingness of people to stand up for justice, no matter what the cost.  The image of the boy symbolizes both oppression and courage.

5.  China is powerful because of its military and its economy.  It has one of the largest and most powerful armies in the world.  After Deng Xiaoping, its economy is also very strong: there are millions of jobs, and the country is very wealthy.
