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History - 

Directions:  Read the selection below with your team.  When you are finished, begin the project on the back of this page.

Spies in the Muslim Empire
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The most famous part of the Muslim Empire was known as the Ottoman Empire.  The Ottomans controlled the area between Istanbul and the Arabian deserts for over five-hundred years.  Controlling an empire this size was extremely difficult, and the Ottoman rulers  developed a large bureaucracy (byur - rock - rah - see) to help them accomplish this.  A bureaucracy is a large group of professionals who have the job of making sure that government rules get followed.


An important part of the Ottoman bureaucracy were its spies.  Judges were responsible for making sure that the ruler’s laws were enforced correctly.  Spies would visit the courtrooms of these judges to make sure that they were doing their jobs.  Some judges accepted bribes.  Others ignored laws they did not agree with.  It was the job of the spies to catch these corrupt judges in the process and tell the ruler.


It was important that the spies not be recognized.  After all, if the judges knew that they were spies, would the judges reveal what was really going on?  Spies worked hard to blend in with the other citizens and to keep their true identity secret.

Once caught, the judges were harshly punished.  Most were put to death.

Begin your Spy Activity on the back of this page!
Create a story about a spy in the Muslim empire who catches a corrupt judge in the act of taking a bribe.

B1





I am a spy.  I have been assigned to a far away section of the O___________ E_____________.  It is my job to _________


_________________________________________________


_________________________________________________


_________________________________________________


_________________________________________________


________________________________________________.





Today, I caught the judge taking a bribe.  The judge was ______________


___________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________








Once I caught the judge, I took him in chains to _______________


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________
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