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History - 

Do Now #10
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Objective:  I will be able to decide what Europe and America should have to do for African countries today.
Essential Question:  Should the living have to pay for the mistakes of the past?
Directions:  Answer reach of the questions below by filling in the blank correctly.

1.  R__________ areas are areas in the countryside.

2.  U__________ areas are areas in the big cities.

3.  Many Africans left the rural parts of the Africa in search of better j_________ and better h________.

4.  Once they got there, however, the same Africans often wound up living in homes made of t____ c____ and c_______ and without good jobs.

Above and Beyond:  On the back of this page, pick a new historian of the week.  Be sure to explain WHY this person deserves to be historian of the week.

Name: ______________________________________


Do Now

November 10, 2005







History - 

Do Now #10

Objective:  I will be able to decide what Europe and America should have to do for African countries today.
Essential Question:  Should the living have to pay for the mistakes of the past?
Directions:  Answer reach of the questions below by filling in the blank correctly.

1.  R__________ areas are areas in the countryside.

2.  U__________ areas are areas in the big cities.

3.  Many Africans left the rural parts of the Africa in search of better j_________ and better h________.

4.  Once they got there, however, the same Africans often wound up living in homes made of t____ c____ and c_______ and without good jobs.

Above and Beyond:  On the back of this page, pick a new historian of the week.  Be sure to explain WHY this person deserves to be historian of the week.

Name: ______________________________________
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History - 

“Who Should Pay the Bill?”

- Use your knowledge of European Imperialism to advise the United Nations! -


Background:  Get ready to become an international problem solver again!  Imagine that the United Nations wants to help out one of the poorest of Africa’s countries.  The UN is considering a $100 million aid package for the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  The Congo suffers from all of the housing, food, and warfare problems we have already mentioned.  The $100 million would go toward building schools (for education), factories (for jobs), and hospitals (for public health). 

The only problem is … the UN doesn’t know where it is going to find the $100 million!

Your job:  Your job as an extraordinary seventh grade historian is to write a letter to the UN.  You will decide how much of the $100 million should be paid by the European countries (and the United States) that did so much harm to Africa as a part of imperialism.

Should those countries pay the entire $100 million?  Some of it?  None of it?


Parts to your letter:  Your letter will have five different paragraphs.


Paragraph 1 - State your thesis.  (How much should those countries pay?)

Paragraphs 2, 3, and 4 - Give reasons and facts to support your thesis.


Paragraph 5 - Conclude your letter.

Today we will begin planning your letter.

For homework this weekend, you will write a draft 

(with a template to help you if you need it).

One Monday we will peer edit our letters.

Your final copy will be due on Tuesday.

Brainstorming Directions:  Each column represents ONE reason why European countries and/or the United States are responsible for the poor condition of the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  In each column, create a list of FACTS that you have learned about Africa during the European Empire.
	Africa lost its mineral (stones and metals) wealth:
	Africa lost its labor force
	African farmers could not provide for their families

	 - Imperialists took the

   silver that Africans mined

	- The United States took

   Africans as slaves
	-  Families can’t eat cotton.


Above and Beyond:  Brainstorm ideas for the following as well.  Historians pay attention to the subtle effects of events!

	During Imperialism, Africans forgot how to trust one another.

	 - Africans learned to sell each other into slavery to make money



Your thesis:  The European countries responsible for imperialism and the United States should contribute _________________ to the United Nations aid package to the Congo.
Or … restate in your own words: __________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Name: _________________________________
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History - 

Draft Your Letter to the United Nations!


Option #1:  Create a draft (double-spaced!) of your letter to the United Nations on your own paper.
Option #2:  Create a draft of your letter using Mr. Lindy’s template.  (Get a copy by the door on your way out!).

Directions for both options:  Your letter should follow this basic format.


Paragraph 1 - 


Address your letter to “Mr. Secretary”






Introduce yourself






Explain why this issue is so important






State your thesis 


Paragraphs 2, 3, and 4
 - 
Each paragraph should focus on ONE column from






your brainstorming chart.






Be sure to explain the EFFECT that each event had






on the development of the country.






Your Above and Beyond can be ONE of your three






paragraphs.


Paragraph 5 - 


Restate your thesis





Remind your reader of your most important point






Thank your reader for his time

Other suggestions:  This letter should move the reader.  Moving letters use strong imagery and compelling vocabulary.  Moving letters give examples.

Read the sample letter on the back of this page before you begin writing.
Thursday, November 9, 2005
Dear Mr. Secretary,


My name is Aaron, and I am a seventh grade historian at Gaston College Preparatory in Gaston, North Carolina.  I understand that the United Nations is considering an aid package of $100 million for the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  This aid package would be a tremendous help for the impoverished people of the Congo.  I believe, Mr. Secretary, that the European countries responsible for Imperialism and the United States should pay for the entire aid package.


European countries are responsible for much of the poverty in the Congo.  European countries like England, France, and Germany took diamonds, gold, and silver away from the Congo during the 1800’s and early 1900’s.  Imagine how much wealthier Congo would be if it had these mineral resources.  If this were in fact the case, the Congo would not need this aid package now.  Since European countries took these precious metals away in the first place, it is only fair that they help pay for the aid package.


Furthermore, the Congo lost millions of people from its labor force through the slave trade.  Hard working men and women in the Congo were shipped off to Europe and to the United States to work and suffer in chains.  These people could not help build up and strengthen their own country.  European countries and the United States are both guilty of taking slaves form the Congo, and both should help pay for the aid package.


Even more devastating, however, is the loss of trust that people in the Congo suffered as a result of Imperialism.  Village chiefs had to pick people to build railroads under conditions of forced labor, and now many people rightfully mistrust their leaders.  In addition, Africans helped sell each other into slavery in an effort to make money from the Europeans.  Many Africans now do not trust each other.  Without trust, it is impossible to build a strong community or a strong country.  For this reason the European countries responsible should help pay for the cost of the aid package.

Thank you for taking the time to consider this letter, Mr. Secretary.  I trust that after you have carefully reviewed the history of Imperialism you will agree that the entire $100 million dollars should come from the United States and the European countries responsible.  Only then will we be able to help countries like the Democratic Republic of the Congo get back on its feet.







Sincerely,







Aaron Kippster
______________________________________

Dear Mr. Secretary,


My name is __________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________.

Right now, the UN is thinking about_____________________________________
_______________________________________________________________.

The European countries responsible for imperialism and the United states should contribute _________________ to the United Nations aid package to the Congo.


European countries are responsible for _____________________________

_______________________________________________________________.

This made life difficult for people in the Congo because _____________________

_______________________________________________________________.

For this reason, I think that __________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Furthermore, European imperialists ________________________________

_______________________________________________________________.

This only made matters worse because __________________________________

________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________.

It should be clear that these countries should pay __________________________

_______________________________________________________________.


Finally, those same countries _____________________________________

________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________.

These actions made it difficult for African countries to develop because ________

________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________.

European countries should clearly pay ___________________________________

_______________________________________________________________.


Thank you for _______________________________________________.

I hope that you have seen that ________________________________________

________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________.

These countries absolutely must _______________________________________

_______________________________________________________________.








Sincerely,








_________________________
