19 - African myths / folktales
Thursday, October 6, 2005
7th Grade History (GCP)

Mr. Lindy

Objectives:

1.  SWBAT compare and contrast the views of the gods from Greek myths with the view of the gods in a myth from the Congo.
2.  SWBAT make connections that demonstrate what totally different cultures can have in common.

Materials:
standard
Opening:
1.  Do Now:
2.  Yesterday - finished Greek myths (test next week)

3.  Today and tomorrow - Nigerian and Congo folktales and myths


- class about POWER: what people all over the world have in common


- reading myths and folktales together


- making powerful connections


- working w/ partners, EARN STORY TIME TOMORROW?

4.  Behavioral expectations 
Homework Check: 
Introduction of New Material:
1.  Pre-reading routine



EXPECTATIONS FOR PREDICTIONS
2.  Shared reading

3.  Paired reading (finish text)

Guided Practice:
Begin worksheet together
Independent Practice:
Complete worksheet with partners (front) and independently (back)
Closing:
1.  Share one connection as they leave
2.  “What I learned today”

3.  Shout-outs

Name: __________________________________



Do Now
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History - ____
Do Now #27
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Objectives:
1.  I will be able to compare and contrast the views of the gods from Greek myths with the view of the gods in a myth from the Congo.

2.  I will be able to make connections that demonstrate what totally different cultures can have in common.
Essential Question:

What can people from thousands of miles apart have in common?

Dear 2011,


Today we begin our adventure into the myths and folktales of Nigeria and other African countries.  We are turning away from Mt. Olympus and Europe and turning instead to the jungles and deserts of Africa.


Our first tale is a myth (like the ones we have studied in Greece), so we can expect to see gods, goddesses, and heroes.  Our first African myth is not from Nigeria but instead from the Congo.  The Congo consists of dense rainforests in the center of the continent.


The Congo has been marked on the map.

1.  What type of story are we reading today (myth or folktale)? _______________

2.  From what part of Africa does this story come? _________________________

3.  List words that describe the Greek gods and goddesses we have studied (at least three): ________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

4.  List words that describe some of the heroes we have seen in Greek myths:

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary - 

Congo


Daughter of the Star

Above and Beyond:  What might be different about the Congo’s myths?  What might be familiar?

Name: __________________________________
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History - ____
Classwork #27

The World of Greek Myths:

1.  The world is …

basically good

full of problems

Explanation:


Picture:

____________________

____________________

____________________
____________________

____________________
____________________

____________________

2.  The gods and goddesses …

try to help humans
create problems

Explanation:


Picture:

____________________

____________________

____________________
____________________

____________________
____________________

____________________

3.  Where did evil come from in Greek myths?
Explanation:


Picture:

____________________

____________________

____________________
____________________

____________________
____________________

____________________


The World of the Congo’s Myths:
1.  The world is …

basically good

full of problems

Explanation:


Picture:

____________________

____________________

____________________
____________________

____________________
____________________

____________________

2.  The gods and goddesses …

try to help humans
create problems

Explanation:


Picture:

____________________

____________________

____________________
____________________

____________________
____________________

____________________

3.  Where did problems come from in today’s story?
Explanation:


Picture:

____________________

____________________

____________________
____________________

____________________
____________________

____________________

Connections across Cultures

Now that we have read our first myth from the Congo, what connections can you make between it and the Greek myths we have already studied?  Write in complete sentences, and be sure to think about why both sets of people told these myths to each other and to their children.

Examples:

· Both the Greek myths and our myth from the Congo try to teach us what it means to be a “good person.”
· In both sets of myths humans get themselves into trouble.
· In both sets of myths gods interact (visit with) humans.

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Name: __________________________________
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History - ____
Homework  #27
 Directions:  Using the connections we developed in class today, create a list of ideas that someone from Greece and someone from the Congo could agree on.  Explain those connections in at least two strong sentences, and illustrate each of those connections.
Example:

Both the Greeks and people from the Congo would agree

that there are many different gods.  Although they believe in

different individual gods and goddesses, both groups believe

that there is more than one god.


1.  ________________________________​​​____________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________


2. _____________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

3.  _____________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________
Above and Beyond:  Would you agree with any of these connections?  Why or why not?
