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Literacy Newsletter for Parents:

There are two performance criteria here.

ONE is the Use of Tech to format the newsletter.

Second one is the Content for Literacy information for parents.

The PURPOSE of this newsletter is LITERACY. So it should highlight Literature--books,
magazines for kids, writing tips for home use, ways to increase background knowledge needed
for a unit topic-For example, it studying Native Americans, may want to suggest parents take
children to the Field Museum-you would give them address, phone #, when open, cost, and web
site to check out exhibits. And then suggest several books the parents might help them locate at
library or purchase store. Or give a cross word puzzle web site, or include a word puzzle IN the
newsletter.

In summary, this is NOT a general parent newsletter. This is a Reading/Writing Newsletter to
help connect parents to the classroom literacy activities, and give them ways for working with
their children. Notice the Sunday Sun Times, and Tribune. They include a section for kids and
parents. Check out children's magazines on the 3rd floor library, middle of the left side of the
floor, in front. There are several kids magazines there. They have sections for kids and their
parents-this might give you some ideas.

Besides the Newsletter for Parent, in your case study, you will be including references parents
can go to for ideas of how to help their kids with reading. Use a bit of these ideas in your
Newsletter as well, giving the location of the tips so the parents who choose may read more on
their own.!! Be careful to match the advice with the age of the child you are teaching.
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1. a. Core Materials with Title, publisher, copyright and reading level used to teach the following:
Reading:

Writing and grammar
Spelling and handwriting
Skills Builders (test taking, etc.)
b. Library and other reading materials~availability of newspapers, magazines, etc and general
impression

(in classroom and in central location)

2. Describe the general approach to teaching in the following areas:

A. Word Knowledge B. Comprehension C. Reading/study skills in Content Areas

D. Reading and Writing

(Grouping by ability? Other? How much time per day? Special activities or
incentives?)

3. Profile of children in classroom
A. Range of reading grade levels & how determined (CAT, ITBS, ISAT, other)
B. Language diversity and Special Needs
C. General attitude and motivation
D. Support services available

4. Literacy and Technology Environment: Classroom and School-wide

Pl'eliminal:V Draft due-see course schedule.

After word processing jllis form using the captions above, - complete with information
gained from observations and interview with your cooperating teacher and support staff

Form CL0008
JAK~112000
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Overview #1
Reading Informal Assessment Case Report #1 and #2

Case #1:
DATA Collection includes an interest inventory,
Cooperating teacher comments,
observation of literacy classroom performance
CRI Form A-Part 1 & 2 and
classroom work samples and
additional test/report card data when available.

Case #2
Interest Inventory,
CRI Form A-Part 1 & 2,

In addition to everything you did for first child, include the

following for the second child’ s case study
Form B, writing sample analysis (ISAT rubrics),
cloze,
classroom work samples and
observations.

REPORT WRITING: After you have collected the data, begin with a 2-3
paragraph narrative describing the child’ s reading profile constructed from several
informal assessment instruments, observations and any other material available to you.

Consult your cooperating teacher for additional information such as ITBS or ISAT
results. If child not at your clinical site, the parent may agree to contribute information.
Remember, in the Report the child’ s name is not used and no one outside of the
university class will have access to the information in the report.)

Top of report: Name, age, grade, school, city, date of the report

Use the Section Headings for the Case Study Write Up.

I. Background: To include-variables that impact reading/writing achievement.
Age, school, neighborhood, oral language, family, 4 areas of development,
interest and hobbies which comes from a summary of the Interest Inventory.
Other pertinent information about the child that will give insight into the child’ s

ability of learn, read and write.
Reading/writing performance in classroom setting during your 100 hrs
teaching/tutoring, teacher’ s rating, etc.

Il. Observations during administration of CRI

Write a paragraph describing what it was like during the * beginning, middle and at
the conclusion” of the session.

Child’ s - Interest, attention, rapport, conversation, non-verbal body messages

Examiner- s- following directions, flow, responsiveness to child’ s cues.

Describe the session(s). What did you do? What was the child’ s response?
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Ill. Report of the results with Analysis:

CRI, Form A, Part 1 & 2. as a table,<see file on how to format report>
Put biblio infro about CRI, or other data instruments at the top of each table.

Part 1 Part 2

Independent

Instructional

| Frustration

Center the Table on the page, skip two lines and
then continue your narrative analysis, giving examples of the actual errors, and
the type of errors, and patterns that appear to be there.

<put in Form B as additional table with results for Case 2>

Include a summary of the child’ s Strengths & weaknesses illustrating why you
concluded this based on examples of significant errors. Do you think the results are
representative of the student’ s reading level? Why or why not?

NOTE
(Case 2: The same information style should be used for Case 2. However, you
will be including more data. When adding Form B for Case #2, insert a table
with basic data in it, same as above. Right after the table/chart, include results
from the Cloze or any other item you used to assess child’ s reading and writing
level should be described in the narrative. IN the appendix, put everything like
Case 1, but add the completed CLOZE, with the key and scoring guide, writing
sample with scoring key, etc.)

IV. Recommendations: Has 3 different sub-sections, with strategies,
activities, books, and other resources listed for each of these 3 people.
Consult rubric for criteria.

**1) teacher

**2) parent and

**3) student

Deciding what goes into the recommendations section: What literacy strategies &
activities would you recommend based on the insights you gained from the informal
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for ideas.) Consider word knowledge, comprehension, and fluency in reading and ways
to build background knowledge.

Choose from Tompkins’ 50 literacy strategies and other sources.

APPENDIX: Attach all student record sheets, completed interest inventories, , etc.
to the Case study narrative so that another Reading teacher could use to verify your
narrative.

Case #2 Only: In addition to the narrative section for parents,
Include in letter format those recommendations to the Parent.

SAMPLE- expand to include more information in YOUR letter.
Dear Mr. And Mrs. Smith,

I enjoyed talking to Homer and listening to him reading. | found that Homer has the
following strengths in reading. 1) 2) 3), etc.

| would like to suggest that Homer might like to read.*... And then......
Sincerely,

Mrs. Jones

* Give specific suggestions and titles of books to compliment Independent Reading Level and
Interest Inventory results and activities to build background knowledge. Check Tompkins Webs sites for a
list of parent support techniques.




