LESSON PLAN:  WRITING AT DIVERSIFIED LEVELS

(ADAPTED FROM ‘HOW TO WRITE AN APPLE.’)

TIME:  ONE CLASS PERIOD (40 –50  MINUTES)

DESCRIPTION:  TWO FIFTEEN TO TWENTY MINUTE WRITING ACTIVITIES.

MATERIALS:  WHITE BOARD, DRY-ERASE MARKERS, LINED PAPER, PENCILS   

OR PENS.

THIS LESSON MEETS MICHIGAN ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS CONTENT STANDARDS AND BENCHMARKS:


CONTENT STANDARD 2: ALL STUDENTS WILL DEMONSTRATE THE ABILITY TO WRITE CLEAR AND GRAMMATICALLY CORRECT SENTENCES, PARAGRAPHS, AND COMPOSITIONS.


BENCHMARKS (FOR ALL LEVELS): 2.1

WRITE WITH DEVELOPING FLUENCY FOR MULTIPLE PURPOSES TO PRODUCE A VARIETY OF TEXTS.

MICHIGAN GRADE LEVEL EXPECTATIONS (NEW CRITERIA) WILL BE ADDED AS THEY ARE ADDED THROUGH CURRICULUM AT THOMAS MORE SCHOOL.

HAND OUT LINED PAPER AND MAKE CERTAIN EVERYONE HAS SOMETHING TO WRITE WITH.

TEACHER WILL SELECT A TOPIC TO BE WRITTEN ABOUT.



FOR EXAMPLE:  DOGS

HAVE THE CLASS BEGIN WITH BRAINSTORMING.  WRITE ALL WORDS UP ON THE WHITEBOARD.  WHEN WORD LIST REACHES TEN OR MORE WORDS STOP BRAINSTORM (OR AT LEAST SELECT ONLY TEN WORDS TO  USE IN THIS ACTIVITY).




PET
BARK

EAT
BITE
COLLAR




BRUSH
WASH
FEED
WALK BONE

ASK STUDENTS TO WRITE THE TEN WORDS FROM THE BRAINSTORMING LIST ON THEIR PAPER (OR THE TEN WORDS THE TEACHER SELECTED).




PET
BARK
EAT
BITE
COLLAR





BRUSH
WASH
FEED
WALK
BONE

STRETCH THE WORD BY ADDING A NOUN TO EACH WORD.

TO THIS ON BOARD AS STUDENTS COPY IT ON THEIR PAPER.




PET DOG




DOG BARK




DOG EAT




DOG BITE




DOG COLLAR




DOG BRUSH




DOG WASH




DOG FEED




DOG WALK




DOG BONE

NOW ADD SUBJECTS, NOUNS, VERBS ADJECTIVES OR ADVERBS TO BEGIN A FULL THOUGHT.

(THIS IS CALLED STRETCHING).




I PET DOG




DOG BARKS LOUDLY




DOG EATS A LOT




DOG BITES BROTHER




DOG HAS RED COLLAR




DOG GETS BRUSH.




DOG HAS BATH (CHANGED FROM WASH)




DOG EATS FEED




DOG TAKES WALK




DOG LOVES BONE

FOR LOWER SKILLED CLASSES, YOU CAN STOP HERE. THIS SHOULD HAVE BEEN ABOUT TWENTY MINUTES OF CLASS TIME.

THE NEXT WRITING TIME OR NEXT CLASS CAN CONTINUE THIS ACTIVITY.

STRETCH A LITTLE FARTHER TO SEE IF ALL SENTENCES MAKE A COMPLETE THOUGHT.  ADD WORDS TO MAKE COMPLETE THOUGHTS.




I pet my dog




My dog barks loudly




Jerry’s dog eats a lot




Tom’s dog bit his brother




My dog has a red collar




Sue’s dog gets brushed daily




My dog has a bath once a week




My dog eats the feed from the pet store




My dog takes a walk every night




My dog loves to chew on bones

CHECK FOR SPELLING AND CAPITALIZATION AND ADD PUNCTUATION.




I pet my dog.




My dog barks loudly.




Jerry’s dog eats a lot.




Tom’s dog bit his brother.




My dog has a red collar.




Sue’s dog gets brushed daily.




My dog eats the feed from the pet store.




My dog takes a walk every night.




My dog loves to chew on bones.

ONCE EVERY SENTENCE IS ERROR FREE, NUMBER THEM TO HOW THEY SHOULD APPEAR IN A PARAGRAPH ABOUT DOGS.

AFTER EACH STUDENT HAS THEM NUMBERED CORRECTLY, DECIDE ON A TOPIC SENTENCE.  


FOR EXAMPLE:



I KNOW A LOT ABOUT DOGS.  

HAVE EACH STUDENT WRITE THEIR SENTENCES INTO PARAGRAPH FORMAT.  (FOR LOWER SKILLED STUDENTS, YOU CAN STOP AT TEN CORRECTLY WRITTEN SENTENCES).

EXAMPLE:


I know a lot about dogs.  I pet my dog.  My dog eats feed from the pet store.  My dog eats a lot.  My dog loves to chew on bones.  My dog has a red collar.  He takes a walk every night.  Sue’s dog gets brushed every day.  Tom’s dog bit his brother.  

Not exactly a scholarly writing, but one that can be improved on.  What’s important is that this type of exercise can be used in any discipline, and students learn how to put together words, write sentences, check spelling, capitalization, and end punctuation, paragraph format, and after a few practices, will be building and writing sentences and paragraphs on their own.

ASSESSMENT:  It should be done when the writing is complete because everything has been accounted for.  Students can use a teacher-made rubric or guide to check that they have completed every step.

Encourage all students to take these steps for every writing assignment in school until they become independent writers.

