
It�s Not My Fault! 
 

We�ve all seen the headlines:  
 

Earthquakes Shake Two States! 
Deadly Quake Leaves Thousands Homeless! 

Major Quake Imminent! 
Massive Earthquake Rocks Japan! 

 
Reading about it, it seems so far away.  Since it doesn�t directly affect us, it�s hard to 
imagine what it must be like.  But, hey, don�t forget!  Our state rests on one of the 
most active faults in the United States, The New Madrid Fault.  As a matter of fact, 
our state, along with Missouri and Tennessee, can boast the granddaddies of all 
quakes, The Great Quakes of 1811-1812.  The only thing that saved us then was that 
our state was sparsely populated.  But what would happen if a quake of that severity 
were to strike our area again?  Scientists have already predicted that we�re overdo for 
�The Big One.� I don�t know about you but I want to be prepared.  I don�t want to be 
caught with my �head in the sand.� 
 
Your R.A.F.T. Writing Assignment this week is to write about it.  Anticipating the �big 
one�, how are you going to prepare for it?  Are you going to run?  Or stay and stick it 
out?  If you run, where will you go and why?  If you stay, what steps are you taking to 
ensure both you and your family�s safety?  How much water and canned goods are 
you going to need?  Phone lines and power will be out�what will you do?  You can�t 
just pick up the phone and call 9-1-1!  What if someone is hurt?  It will be hard, if not 
impossible, to find a doctor close by.  So how will you handle the situation? 
 
Think carefully before you begin writing.  A graphic organizer would help greatly as 
you organize your thoughts.  Refer to your Earthquake Survival Sheet often. 
Remember:  for the purpose of this assignment � THIS IS NOT A DRILL!  Good luck! 
 
CHECKLIST: 
 
____ My finished piece has a topic sentence, reasons, details,or facts with examples. 
____ I have a "pack a punch" conclusion. 
____ I revised and edited my work. 
____ I am satisfied with the finished product. 
 


