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Introduction

Literature is the mirror of an age.

An Explanation of the Language Arts & Social Studies Observers (LASSO) Experiment

In August 2001, the authors began team teaching at Edgewood Middle School.  While there is nothing new about team teaching, we took our teaching assignments into a new dimension by physically merging our two classes into a large room and then presenting history and language arts literally side by side, hence, LASSO.  This arrangement also allowed us to teach an understanding of the history of the United States through the writing of persuasive and informative papers, play acting, researching historical documents, and observing/questioning a variety of guest speakers, all the while reaching an understanding of a formula that drives the success of our democracy.  We embodied a specialized formula for teaching an understanding of American history in the Ten Historical Principles That Power the United States of America.  In addition, every language arts lesson, from grammar/vocabulary to essay construction to poetry to dramas put on in the laboratory, revolved around understanding and commenting on early U.S. history.  These comments were derived from the rich literature available to our students and us.  We were supported and encouraged by our principal who believed what the reader is about to read is just one unique way to understand the history of our great nation. 

Our purpose, as language arts and history teachers, was to present what we felt were the ten historical principles that are best articulated from literature as to what makes the United States the powerful nation it is today.  We both felt that history could be more readily understood when it was seen in the clear, hard light of modern concepts derived from historical literature.  Since we were both trained as language arts and history teachers, we have strong views on the relationship of literature and its use in teaching history.  After having our students put on the plays, The Man Without a Country and The Devil and Daniel Webster, most of them commented in essays how history had "come alive" for them.

History and literature should be able to reveal and proclaim to all not just the facts, but the true meaning of the past.  Historical literature tells what Americans have done and what they have been like through the years and more importantly, describes and prescribes which power principles must be observed in order to preserve the very fabric of our future.  We demonstrate how complex and closely interwoven strands fabricate a nation’s history.  Some of these strands involved gaining knowledge of the background and nature of its laws and government.  It required an understanding of how political life has evolved and why a nation has to be involved in wars.

However, we recognize that history was incomplete if it told only of the political life and the battles of the past.  A more meaningful and complete story of the past must include these topics, but also many others as well.  For those topics, we drew much of our team teaching ideas from Sharon Bannister's Teaching American History Through the Novel.

For example, we continually teach our student to find out the types of culture our ancestors developed.  How did they worship?  What type and how much information about the world were available to them?  What types of early industries, schools, colleges, and educational aims were created?  What types of struggles did America's early scientists and engineers have in developing their ideas?  All these topics and many others must fit into an interlocking design to provide a more complete understanding of why the study of history is essential.

Michael Crichton, author of Timelines, reminded us that the past had always been more important than the present.  He saw the present as a coral island sticking above the water, but was built upon millions of dead corals under a surface no one sees.  In the same way, our everyday world is built upon millions and millions of events and decisions that occurred in the past.  Crichton gives us a modern example of this concept:

A teenager has breakfast, then goes to the store to buy the latest CD of a new band.  The kid thinks he lives in a modern moment.  But who has defined what a "band" is?  Who defined a "store"?  Who defined a "teenager" or "breakfast" to say nothing of all the rest, the kid's entire social setting—family, school, clothing, transportation and government?


None of this has been decided in the present.  Most of it was decided hundreds of years ago.  Five hundred years, a thousand years.  This kid is sitting on top of a mountain that is the past.  And he never notices it.  He is ruled by what he never sees, never thinks about, doesn't know.  It is a form of coercion that is accepted without question.  This same kid is skeptical of other forms of control—parental restrictions, commercial messages, and government laws.  But the invisible rule of the past, which decides nearly everything in his life, goes unquestioned.  This is the real power of knowing history.

To know America's history, we felt it was important to divide it into two distinct periods, somewhat a below the surface and above the surface concept.  In our first century of existence as a nation, the main thrust was to establish and build the foundation of the United States into becoming a continental power.  The energies that stoked the power of the American machine were devoted to opening up the western part of the continent and the words "manifest destiny" were used to described this very clear national goal.

During the second century of our history, roughly from the end of Reconstruction (1877) to the present time, the main concern to establish America's position as a major world power, one clearly visible to all other nations.  The intellectual framework for this enterprise was provided by a naval officer, Admiral Alfred Thayer Mahan, who in his famous book, The Influence of Sea Power on History, first saw that a large Navy would be the key to American influence in the world.  His vision proved to be accurate.  By 1945 the United States found itself the world's leading military power largely as a result of the navy built to control the Atlantic and the Pacific areas of influence. 

We do not wish to lessen the importance of any of the historical works that preceded this paper.  However, after four decades of collectively studying history, we believe that what "powers" the United States is encapsulated in our ten principle systems.  These systems must be continued, developed, and maintained, and certainly taught thematically in our schools, in order to promote a successful, free, and democratic United States of America.  Knowing these principles opens the way to understanding the strong vision, accurate image, and historical knowledge of what must be continued for now and in the future.  In the paragraphs that follow, we present a thematic framework for understanding history and understanding it better by using the rich literature of American writers.

· Literature Connection:


Teaching American History through the Novel by Sharon Bannister

Principle 1: An Agricultural and Environmental/Health System

One of the greatest strengths we have as a nation that keeps us successful, free, and democratic, and one that today still brings to bear in maintaining the balance of power in the world is our agriculture system.  We couple that system to an understanding that our environment must be protected, as well as the citizens that grow and eat the food, and whose health is cared for in that protected environment.


America without doubt is not only healthy, but also the world's leading producer of agricultural necessities.  Not only can we easily protect our health, but also we can feed ourselves and produce billions of dollars worth of farm products per year for export.  Furthermore, and this fact is remarkable, we do all of this with less than five percent (5%) of our population working on the farms.  One reason for this, among others, is that we are the world's largest nation lying entirely within the temperate zone (between 23½º North Latitude the Tropic of Cancer and 67½º North Latitude the Arctic Circle).  Therefore, we have a very large amount of arable land, a larger fraction of the total than those nations lying either to the north or to the south.  America's strength in agriculture is thus firmly rooted in some fundamental geographic facts.  Changes to our geography-environment would have grave consequences for not only the United States, but to the entire world.  A damaged environment would also affect our health system, creating a weakened society incapable of feeding, caring, and sustaining itself.

Our founding fathers, all political intellectuals who believed deeply in opportunity, wrote a series laws.  The various land acts, starting in 1787 with the Northwest Ordnance, encouraged the settlement of vast tracts of land west of the original thirteen colonies.  Another most important piece of legislation in our history was the Homestead Act of 1862 which was essentially a veteran's benefit measure for people then serving in the Civil War.  The provisions of this act encouraged the rapid expansion of the population further westward and led to the "closing of the frontier" by the end of the 19th Century.

Caring for the health of America's citizens has been a political rather than an economic issue of late.  Early in our history however, we created state and federal oversight organizations to ensure purity of water, food, drugs, and even the air we breathe.  Universal health care, like pure food and water, should have been an easy concept to accept and enact, however, a controlled health care system was considered something that could cut deep into the profits of doctors, drug manufacturers, and hospitals.  As always, the specter of "socialized medicine" looms over any discussion about providing health care to all citizens, but as world events unfold with the ever increasing pandemics that have occurred and will continue to occur throughout the world, one must see that a weakened population weakens an entire nation.


Cooperative efforts in our nation, even since our founding, indicated that we as a nation always rally to irradicate health problems.  To date, collaborative efforts have been formulated to modernize public health laws, study performance management by health organizations, introduce information technology into the health system, and develop strong leaders who understand the priority of the health of nation.  We demonstrate the proof of this principle by having our students explore the writings of Sinclair and others.

· Literature connection:


Upton Sinclair’s, The Jungle


Gary Paulsen’s, The Beet Fields


Henry and Melissa Billings’s, Typhoid Mary


The Legend of Johnny Appleseed

Ann Turner’s, Grasshopper Summer

Principle 2: A System of Technological and Industrial Capability and Capacity 


America's great national strength lies in our ability to develop and apply new concepts of technology, and then use our industrial capability to ensure technology has wide use and acceptance.  As early as 1840, Alexis de Tocquille wrote in Democracy in America that, "In America the purely practical part of science is admirably understood and careful attention is paid to the theoretical portion which is immediately requisite to application.  On this head the Americans always displayed a clear, free, original and inventive power of mind."


There is no doubt that this quotation is still true today.  History demonstrates we do have a unique ability to take new knowledge and to apply it to practical ends.  Examples of this abound---from the cotton gin of Eli Whitney in the 18th Century---to the transistor of Shockley, Brattain and Bardeen in the 20th Century.  In addition, where would we be without Bill Gates' vision of technology linked mathematically to a personal computer?  Today technology driven change often defines human desires, anxieties, memories, imagination, and experiences of time and space in unprecedented ways.  Moreover, and interestingly, technology has a powerful influence on American culture and society.


Our teaching points include the idea that America's ability to develop new technology and then produce it industrially is deeply rooted in our history, the character of Americans, and in the very nature of our educational system.  If our educational system does not fall apart, then it might be safe to say that this principle is probably more or less a permanently embedded ability we have as a great nation.  Connecting technological and social innovation together is the next great achievement this principle will render to our nation, and we have two hundred years of proof.

· Literature Connection:


“Chicago” by Carl Sandburg


Poor White by Sherwood Anderson


Los Alamos Light by Larry Bograd


The Voyage Begun by Nancy Bond


The Clock by James Lincoln Carter and Christopher Collier

Principle 3: A Capable Military Force Directly Controlled by a Civilian Authority

Abraham Lincoln subjected the conduct of the Civil War to constant oversight, often talking to junior officers and others who could give him different views, and sometimes overruling his generals.  "He kept Grant in constant touch, probing and directing him," according to Elliott Cohen, author of Supreme Command.  In 1864, Lincoln urged General Grant "to hold on with a bulldog grip, and chew and choke the enemy as much as possible."  None of Lincoln's generals knew much about the railroad and telegraph, or repeating guns.  If was Lincoln's constant goading that forced their use.  He was, in Cohen's view, "the greatest of America's war presidents."

A half-century later it was Clemenceau, the President of France, who imposed his will on a floundering military.  By 1917, France was all but defeated, her army in mutiny.  Visiting the front constantly, Clemenceau became known as "The Tiger," infusing his soldiers with a will to victory.  He was not impressed with rank.  "It takes more than a hat with gold braid," he said, "to turn an imbecile into an intelligent man."  He ruthlessly purged the high command and reviewed promotions.  Commanders who were slow to act on his decisions found themselves promptly removed.  He proved indispensable to Allied victory.

When Winston Churchill became the Prime Minister of England during World War II, he was determined not to repeat the mistakes of the First World War, especially the timidity of the government's war council.  "You may take the most gallant sailor, the most intrepid airman, or the most audacious soldier," he wrote, "put them at a table together---what do you get?  The sum total of their fears!"  He promoted and fired commanders based on his perception of their willingness to go at the enemy.  He rejected one plan acerbically:  "I want the matter studied in cold blood by sensible people and not by that particular set of psalm-singing uniformed defeatists."

David Ben-Gurion became Prime Minister of Israel in 1948 and soon found himself at war.  He later summed up his philosophy of leadership in those perilous days:  "In military matters, as in all other matters of substance, experts knowledgeable in technique don't decide, even though their advice and guidance is vital; rather, an open mind and a common sense are essential.  And these qualities are possessed to a greater or lesser degree by any normal man."

All of past history shows that the shift from a mass army of citizen-soldiers to a smaller military of professional fighters leads, in the end, to a decline in democracy.  When weapons are cheap and easy to obtain and to use, almost anybody may obtain them and know how to use them.  The Kentucky long-rifle, in the hands of the woodsman or soldier, was to prove to be the salvation of the westward expansion and the defeat of invaders.  The amateur weapons of the late 19th Century made possible the mass citizen armies that fought the Civil War and both world wars of the 20th Century.

In the difficult times following 9-11-01, this principle will be under scrutiny.  America's military will continue to be called upon to perform missions they believe are unsuited for their role.  Nevertheless, they will obey the orders given them by the President and the Secretary of Defense.  Dissension will always be permitted by those in uniform once they take off that uniform and rejoin civilian society.  This essential concept, that a civilian will lead our nation's military, remains one of the underpinnings of our democracy and is one of the main causes of failures in emergent democracies.  To have it any other way is to invite problems the magnitude of which no democracy may overcome.

· Literature Connection:


Drama, The Man Without a Country, by Everett Hale


My Brother Sam is Dead, by James and Chris Collier


Rumor of War, by Philip Caputo


Drama, Julius Caesar, by William Shakespeare


Seven Days in May by Fletcher Knebel and Charles W. Bailey, II  (also in video)


Fail-Safe by Eugene Burdick and Harvey Wheeler (also in video)

Principle 4:"Inclusive Diversity"

(Religion, Art, Music, Literature, Architecture, & Cultural Concepts)


Mark Noll, a professor of Christian studies at Wheaton College, believes that America's religious freedom experiences were shaped by currents, such as slavery, immigration, and revivalism, largely unknown in Europe, which produced a distinctly different variety of spiritual expression that crossed geographical and denominational lines.  America's geography again played an important role in the concepts that established religious freedom that tolerates and even appreciates other viewpoints.  We use literature and history to consider the reasons that America had so many denominations flourish.

America, two hundred years ago, was so vast that land was free for the asking.  Religious groups that were literally at each other's throats in Europe finally had room to get away from one another and start their own communities.  Hence, Quakers who found themselves persecuted in New England simply relocated to the safety of Pennsylvania, while Mormons who met resistance in Illinois made the arduous trek to Utah.


As our new nation grew in diversity and complexity, many of the first Americans took this lesson to heart.  That's why when the U.S. Constitution came to be written some 150 years after the Mayflower Compact, George Mason of Virginia, among others, insisted that a Bill of Rights be added.  He believed that Americans must be knitted together as one nation ("We the People..."), but Americans must simultaneously ensure that government not interferes with fundamental, inalienable rights.  The first freedom listed in the Bill of Rights stated that "Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof."  Why was religion listed first?  Because without freedom of conscience and freedom of the mind, no free speech, press, assembly or petition is possible.  Separating the church and state has been an American strength.


North Carolina's state constitution declares, "Religion, morality and knowledge being necessary to good government and happiness of mankind, schools, libraries and the means of education shall forever be encouraged."  A state declared religion necessary for happiness.  So why is religious freedom such an important principle for a western democracy?  We examine seven elements of religion and show how they are of importance to literature and history.  These historical elements are: (1) the importance of the individual; (2) the potential goodness of the material world and of the body; (3) the need to seek salvation by use of the body and the sense of this world (good works); (4) faith in the reliability of the senses (which contributes much to Western science); (5) faith in the reality of ideas (which contributes to Western mathematics); (6) mundane optimism and the millenarianism (which contributes to the faith in the future and the idea of progress); and, (7) the belief that God (and not the devil) reigns over this world by a system of established rules (which contributes much to the ideas of natural law, natural science, and the rule of law).


We see in contemporary literature, especially for young adults, a growing emphasis on fellowship and interpersonal relations, and an increasing skepticism toward abstract power, slogans, and authority.  We use literature that reaches out to one another, seeking to understand, to help, to comfort.  We read about the growing tolerance of differences, an attitude of live and let live; and, above all, there are avid discussions about values and priorities that include things spiritual rather than material.  This principle has allowed our nation to understand and incorporate so many ideas and so many people that inclusive diversity is really a way of seeing increasing numbers of citizens trying to see a whole picture.  It is clearly working.  Current songs and videos show young people with an understanding and belief in diversity rather than uniformity, in pluralism rather than monism, in inclusion rather than exclusion, in liberty rather than authority, in truth rather than in power, in conversion rather than annihilation, in the individual rather than in the organization, in reconciliation rather than in triumph, in heterogeneity rather than in homogeneity, in relativism's rather than absolutes, and in approximations rather than in final answers.

If this is all true, then true American History is the history of people and what they have created.  Whitman correctly interpreted our nation as..."culture, speech, wit, religion, concepts.... and therefore, our nation takes on the form of the people who created it."

· Literature Connection:


Religion:




The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne



Out of Canaan



When Legends Die by Hal Borland



Nauvoo by James R. French  (Mormonism)



Gentleman's Agreement by Laura Z. Hobson  (Jews in America)



Except for Me and Thee by Jessamyn West  (Quakers)



The Friendly Persuasion by Jessamyn West (Quakerism)



The Gift of Sarah Barker by Jane Yolen (Shakers)


Art:



To Seize the Passing Dream by Ted Birkman



So Big by Edna Ferber


Music:



The biography of John Phillip Sousa


Literature:



The Day the Sun came Out by Dorothy Johnson


Architecture:



Frank Loyd Wright: An American Original and Prairie Architect


Culture/Ethnicity:



The Treasure of Lemon Brown by Walter Dean Myers



The Kentucky Trace by Harriette Arnow



Lupita Manana by Patricia Beatty



Your Blues Ain't Like Mine by Bebe Moore Campbell



Chikara! by Robert Skimin



Samurai of Gold Hill by Yoshiko Uchida



Land of the Iron Dragon by Alida E. Young

Principle 5: A Multiple Political Party System

To understand why a multiple political party system is essential to a maturing democracy, we use an unlikely source---Oswald Spengler's perspectives of world history, The Decline of the West.  It gives a rather unique basis for how and why political parties form.  His research found that political parties began in Rome in 471 BC to which the terms liberal and conservative were applied.  Political parties put up candidates at elections and "used every sort of demagogic operation to get them elected."

Using Robert Burke’s analysis of American political parties, we show from history that the framers of the Constitution made no provisions in the structure of government for political party form or function.  James Madison's Federalist Paper #10 was an argument against a system in which "political parties" might be able to seize control of the government.  Even our first President, George Washington, did not see the use for political parties because he always included in his cabinet men of "diverse political philosophies and policies."  The founding fathers assumed that the political control of the nation would be conducted, as author Carroll Quigley once wrote, "by men of property and leisure who would generally know each other personally and, facing no need for urgent decisions, would move government to action when they all reached a consensus."

However, we teach that a democracy is a fertile place for political parties.  Because the United States' governing structure is a carefully constructed "house of cards" whereby each branch has certain checks and balances, to win the day, a majority of votes, strong enough to overcome any veto, is required.  To get those kinds of votes, political majorities, or parties, band together.  This became all too evident after President Jefferson took office because the Federalist Party ceased functioning leaving the Republican Party "in charge" of all aspects of government for 28 years.  And, leave it to the Lewis and Clark Expedition to re-create political parties.  Their discoveries, which opened the western frontiers to farmers and adventurers, created a democratic society never before seen in the country.


Our guest speakers, politicians and political reporters, come into our classroom intent on keeping the other parties honest, and bringing attention to issues such as civil rights, women's rights, the environment, and various other concepts essential to strengthening not only the economy, but also the nation itself.  Therefore, we teach our students to get involved with a group of citizens that support an issue palatable to them and use their energies and media techniques to be heard.  The literature bears us out on these issues.

· Literature Connection:


Never Jam Today by Carole Bolton


Hail Columbia by Patricia Beatty


Luke and the Van Zandt County War by Judity McBain Alter


Advise and Consent by Allen Drury


Preserve and Protect by Allen Drury


Early Thunder by Jean Fritz


Plains Song: For Female Voices by Wright Morris


The Last Hurrah by Edwin O'Connor


The Fields by Conrad Richter


Adversary in the House by Irving Stone


The President's Lady by Irving Stone


1876 by Gore Vidal


Washington, D.C. by Gore Vidal


Jonathan Dearborn by Willard D. Wallace


All the King's Men by Robert Penn Warren

Principle 6: An Economy Based on a System of Openness

It is probably fair to say that no one individual really understands how an economy in an open democracy such as ours operates.  We teach that our economy is based on a system of openness and that it operates in a single continuous cycle.  This cycle runs as follows:  (a) purchasing power creates demand for goods; (b) demand for goods creates confidence in the minds of investors; (c) confidence creates new investment; and (d) new investment creates purchasing power, which then creates demand, and so on.  To break the cycle at any point and then insist that the cycle begins at that point is to falsify the situation.  Again, according to Georgetown Professor Carroll Quigley, understanding our economy is not easy, but there are elements that must be taken into consideration if the American system of economic power and trade is to be real.

In history, we teach that it is important to understand that not all the elements that go into making an open and honest economy came into existence everywhere simultaneously.  Our founding fathers were well to do and stood to profit from the establishment of a sound and conservative government that would honor it obligations, foster economic development, and preserve a stable society.  Those whom the founding fathers would be governed by the constitution had their own understanding of economics: pay off the national debt; create a stable currency; favor uniform trade policies; and have some type of guaranteed civil liberties in each state.  To arrive at these conclusions not only from the historical perspective, but also from the perspective of the 21st Century, it is important to remember that we have the economic system in place that we do because of five important theories, all of which were drawn from E. M. Burns, one of our nation's most distinguished historians.

The chief economic theories are:

(1) Economic individualism.  Individuals are entitled to use for their own best interests the property they have inherited or acquired by any legitimate means.  People must be allowed to do what they like so long as they do not trespass upon the equal rights of others to do the same.

(2) Laissez-faire.  The function of the state should be reduced to the lowest minimum consistent with public safety.  The government should shrink itself into the role of a modest policeman, preserving order and protecting property, but never interfering with the operation of economic processes.

(3) Obedience to natural law.  There are immutable laws operating in the realm of economics as in every sphere of the universe.  Examples are the laws of supply and demand, the law of diminishing returns, and so on.  These laws must be recognized and respected; failure to do so is disastrous.

(4) Freedom of contract.  Individuals should be free to negotiate the best kind of contract they can obtain from any other individual.  In particular, the liberty of workers and employers to bargain with the other as to wages and hours should not be hampered by laws or by the collective power of labor unions.

(5) Free competition and free trade.  Competition serves to keep prices down, to eliminate inefficient producers, and to ensure the maximum production in accordance with public demand.  Therefore, no monopolies should be tolerated, nor any price-fixing laws for the benefit of incompetent enterprises.  Further, in order to force each country to engage in the production of those things it is best fitted to produce, all protective tariffs should be abolished.  Free international trade will also help to keep prices down.

These are values backed by literature.  We believe these theories should be recognized for what they are---theories upon which citizens in a democracy rely upon to keep their investments growing.

· Literature Connection:


The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood


Captains and the Kings by Taylor Caldwell


Your Blues Ain't Like Mine by Bebe Moore Campbell


Studs Lonigan: A Trilogy by James T. Farrell


Henry Ford The Flivver King by Upton Sinclair

Principle 7: An Education System Available to All Using a Language Recognized by All

Historically, we claim Benjamin Franklin as the father of American education.  Many people still share his educational ideas and beliefs, most notably, his faith in the power of education.  People today, like Franklin in the 18th Century, still see education as the panacea for all ills, both private and public.  This faith, according to educator-historian Henry Perkinson, is not only commendable but has provided stability to our society by channeling agitation for change into movements for educational reform.  As Lawrence Cremin once noted, "Instead of political revolution in America, we have change through curriculum reforms."  However, this faith in education leads to escapism.  By placing the burden for improving society upon the schools, Americans avoid directly confronting serious social, political, and economic ills, and so escape the sometimes "painful structural and institutional reforms necessary to cure them."  At the same time, this dodge provides the public with a scapegoat when the schools inevitably fail to solve a problem foisted upon them.


Regardless of the rhetoric involved in education, most citizens of the United States still agree that having an educational system to impart practical knowledge is essential to the continued existence of a democracy.  In addition, those same citizens want to ensure there is a common language spoken throughout the nation that all understand whether it is English or some other language.  For without the commonality of a language, it will be impossible to have access to information to make intelligent and informed choices such as those upon us now.

The concept of a system whereby all citizens receive some kind of an education in an acceptable language is quite important.  It forms the basis of a strengthened democracy.  An education in a democracy must be carefully defined however, since one part of the country may or may not value educational opportunities like other parts.  We demonstrate through literature that an education is the ability to know how to access specialized knowledge for personal growth, public participation, and professional training.  Education comes in two waves: first, being provided basic information and skills needed just to get by in the world; then, a more advanced education to introduce knowledge, language, and the activities of a discipline, a career.


An educational system such as this prepares citizens to lead a public life.  A citizen from such a system can vote intelligently in an election, get involved in community issues, do volunteer work, or join organizations.  It allows a person to follow the news and express opinions.  An education system also allows citizens to have a private life, in which they gain some understanding of who they are, the lives they live, and the choices they make.  What people most want from any investment in education are adults who are "law-abiding, responsible, trustworthy, reasonable, independent, of good character, and possess an attitude appropriate for living in a civil and democratic society.  Key to all this type of an education is the acquisition of the nation's language.  That is essential and critical to understanding the morals and values of the people of our nation.  This is why arriving at a language recognized by the majority of citizens is so important.

· Literature Connection:


Eight Mules from Monterey by Patricia Beatty


A Gathering of Days by Joan W. Blos


O Pioneers! by Willa Cather


An American Tragedy by Theodore Dreiser


Miracles by Marcy Heidish


The Courage of Bethea by Elizabeth Howard


Arly by Robert Newton Peck


The Fields by Conrad Richter


Meridian by Alice Walker

Principle 8: An Unbiased Information System for all Citizens that can be used to make

Intelligent and Informed Choices

Dr. Burton A. Weisbrod believed that "without widespread literacy the significance of books, newspapers, and similar media for the transmission of information would dwindle; and it would seem fair to say that the communication of information is of vital importance to the maintenance of competition and, indeed, to the existence of a market economy, as well as to the maintenance of political democracy."  In short, while anyone can cast a ballot, true democracy demands that voters have the knowledge necessary to make informed choices.  Where do we go to get that information?  This is a critical part of teaching language arts and history---showing students how to find truth.

"What is the truth?"  For too many people, it is what they continually read and hear about a product the information machine oils and roils throughout our democracy.  Many critics of American democracy complain that what the information machine wills (television, press, radio, Internet, books, magazines) is true.  The information machine evokes, transforms, and interchanges truth, stated Spengler, who believed that three weeks of information work by the machine is enough to create "a truth" that will be universally acknowledged.  Readers and listeners neither know, nor are allowed to know, the purposes for which he or she is being manipulated.  In the past, men and women dared not to think freely, and now that they can, can they?  Was Spengler correct in his assumptions?  We know that today everyone may say what he or she pleases, but the information managers may or may not take notice of what is said.  Therein lies the dilemma of the unbiased information system.

Here is another dilemma--what do we do when we are at war?  War has never been good for having an unbiased information system.  Many pundits have declared that the first causalities in war are truth, the freedom to investigate and report, and the freedom to publish criticisms and revelations.  Since September 11, 2001, our information system has not been quite the same.  "National security" is the most heard and read set of words in the United States today.  Our democracy's policies towards our own system of reporting information sends a powerful message to every nation on Earth because they directly influence how much latitude will be given to those who cover and report the news in their own nations.

The First Amendment to the Constitution has always been one of the cornerstones of free expression, but given the backdrop of war and terrorism, it sometime becomes the first victim by curtailment.  There is also a danger that in the fight against terrorism the unbiased information system may be lessened and that is a mistake.  If the truth were known, an accurate, factual, and unbiased information system is one of the best bulwarks against violence and hatred.

Tunku Varadarajan, a columnist with the Wall Street Journal, proposed this vignette.  What if a virus were to strike our universities tonight, wiping out--by tomorrow--all schools of medicine.  Would the sudden disappearance of medical school graduates throw America's hospitals into a crisis?  Of course, it would.  But what if, instead, the virus was to kill off all of America's schools of journalism.  Would America's news organizations seize up?  Of course not--in fact, the number of distinguished observers who would celebrate the demise of the journalism schools would probably be overwhelming.

Varadarajan's vignette could be construed as proof positive that all is not well in the department of truthfulness.  Interestingly, Americans have, until the advent of television's dominance of the information age, always relied upon what they read in the newspaper as factual.  Editorials which advocated positions the public could or should take were always carefully placed on an editorial page as opposed to straight, factual stories which could be discerned by their answering of the who, what, when, where, why, and how questions.  Today, however, a newspaper can condemn any "truth" to death simply by not "undertaking its communication to the world---the censorship of silence, which is all the more potent in that the masses of newspaper readers are absolutely unaware that it exists."

One of the greatest truths we have our students face is, "Who controls the Internet's content for unbiased information?"  The Internet has been subject to much scrutiny lately since it has been portrayed as the favorite instrument of worldwide terrorism since the creation of encryption software has made it the way most "evil doers" communicate the plans of death and destruction.  The downside of September 11th has been that all governments have now cracked down on Internet sites that have suspected terrorist associations.  We do know this about our system of spreading information throughout our democracy---it is now being fully tested.  There is a test to see whether information can be free, accurate and used by citizen to choose right over wrong and help those who govern to avoid mistakes.  It is also being tested to see if anyone cares who controls the information system in the United States.  Freedom of press and freedom of expression are an advantage, not a handicap, in a democracy.  A democracy's freedom of unbiased information should never be judged when all is right with America, but rather, when as now we are in the middle of a storm where there are few guides to navigate us.  Would it be tragic if the entire corps of journalist disappeared?

In a recent Pew Research Center for the People and the Press survey, less than half of Americans surveyed believed that journalist were patriotic.  The survey found that 51 percent of those surveyed thought that journalist "stood up for America."  We should be concerned with this perception because as Bill Kovach, chairman of the Committee of Concerned Journalist, said, "A journalist is never more true to democracy---is never more engaged as a citizen, is never more patriotic---than when aggressively doing the job of independently verifying the news of the day; questioning the actions of those in authority; disclosing information the public needs but others wish secret for self-interested purposes."

We believe that Americans dare not allow continuing blind spots in the knowledge of information.  They will do this by taking responsibility to seek out knowledge through news media, reputable Web sites, public discussions, and other methods of learning.  Those who report and comment on current events must also take on the burden of responsible information giving.  However, the biggest responsibility falls on the decision-makers, especially those we elect, to set the tone by emphasizing truth.  History is on the side of verifiable information.

· Literature Connection:


Be Ever Hopeful, Hannalee by Patricia Beatty


Something to Shout About by Patricia Beatty


Killdeer Mountain by Dee Brown


Capable of Honor by Allen Drury


Earthquake at Dawn by Kristiana Gregory


The Last Knife by Annabel and Edgar Johnson

Washington, D.C. by Gore Vidal

Principle 9: A Fair, Just Legal and Judicial System Available for all Citizens

The judicial system of the United States is the third branch of government.  As such, they are a powerful entity in ensuring that citizens of our nation not only perceive injustice, but receive just and fair settlements for their grievances.  The legal/judicial system is in an interesting juxtaposition between the other two branches of government, the executive and the legislative, and we show how their "independence" from reaction or overreaction is a fascinating study.

Accordingly, we demonstrate that a democratic government must possess a legal and judicial capability that takes into consideration the protection of persons and their rightfully acquired property.  These are the central elements of both economic freedom and a civil society.  The key parts of a legal and judicial system that is fair and available for all citizens are: rule of law, security of property rights, an independent judiciary, and an impartial court made up of citizens.  Nevertheless, there is lack of consensus on what constitutes a "fair, just" legal and judicial system.  There seems to be in a democracy, the idea that fair and just only comes from law-as-litigation.  In other words, to find common knowledge and understand "fair and just" one must go into the court system and sue.

The security of property rights, protected by rule of law, is essential to our democracy.  Literature is replete with examples of acquiring and losing property.  Freedom to exchange goods and services, for example, is meaningless if individuals do not have secure rights to property, including the fruits of their labor.  Failure to provide for the security of property rights, enforcement of contracts, and the mutually agreeable settlement of disputes undermines the entire legal and judicial system.


Does all of this then beg the question of by whom and for who are our laws made?  American history reminds us that our Founding Fathers were landowning, military-trained, experienced administrative, business, and financial men for whom the laws were tools for protection of resources. Many of the patriots who founded our nation were fighting both "illegal" taxation without representation, and for the right to annex lands occupied by Native Americas that the King of England, George III, had said were off limits.  To do all this, our founding fathers looked at and created laws peculiar to their own endowments.  As such, the American legal system can be very complex and totally confusing.  We teach our students what the sources of law are and how to search through the many documents that record legal views. 


We start with an understanding of jurisdiction, the power of the court to act in any particular case.  Geography determines a state's jurisdiction---legal powers end at the state border.  Subject matter determines federal jurisdiction, that is, is it a question of federal constitutional or statutory law?  Then we teach our students the concept of stare decisis, the organizing principal that generally requires like cases to be decided alike.  Americans know that for a legal system to be fair and just, the courts must stand by their own earlier decisions unless they have a good reason to change them.  Americans also know that the highest court in the systems of courts drive lower courts into following legal precedents as well.  This concept, stare decisis, is a cornerstone of a fair and just legal system.


On the ominous part of history, we use Chief Justice of the Supreme Court William Rehnquist's book, All the Laws but One.  When America is at war, which it frequently finds itself, Rehnquist stated that, "people have to get used to having less freedom."  He wrote that the Latin maxim inter arma silent leges (in time of war, the law is silent) is more relevant than first thought.  Does this mean we should teach our students that in wartime, the balance between order and freedom tips towards order?  We will not, but we do point to some interesting problems from history.  The most complex was President Abraham Lincoln's decision during the Civil War to suspend the right of habeas corpus - the right of someone taken into custody to challenge his/her imprisonment before a judge.  We also point out how the greatest American patriots have been eloquent about the danger of letting freedom laspse even briefly.  Benjamin Franklin said, "They that give up essential liberty to obtain a little temporary safety deserve neither liberty nor safety."


Finally, we believe that our legal system is constantly changing.  The three sources of law---common, codified, and case law interpreting codified law, while complex, ensures that all Americans have equal access to a fair legal system.  While we do not intend to encourage our students to become lawyers, we at least acquaint them with the roots of law and ensure they know the source of it.

· Literature Connection:


The Handmaid's Tale by Margaret Atwood


Encounter at Easton by Avi


The Secret Confessions of Charlotte Doyle by Avi


Caddie Woodlawn by Carol Ryrie Brink


Captains and the Kings by Taylor Caldwell


Your Blues Ain't Like Mine by Bebe Moore Campbell


Freedom Road by Howard Fast


The Fields by Conrad Richter


Washington, D.C. by Gore Vidal
Principle 10: The Maintenance of Our Infrastructure Systems

Infrastructure systems (electrical power, gas/oil production-storage-delivery, telecommunications, banking/finance, waters supply, transportation, emergency services, and government operations) are critical to maintaining the inner workings of the United States.  Terrorists used one of our own infrastructure subsystems (aviation transportation) to attack the principles of democracy by quickly dismantling the World Trade Center, a "symbol" of our powerful financial infrastructure.  Was our infrastructure strong enough to withstand such a horrific and pointed attack?  Apparently so.  We did not fall apart as a democracy.  Nevertheless, the attack did challenge us to put our infrastructure under a microscope and take a very close look at not only ourselves, but also how we treat this most precious principle.  What we are beginning to see is the sobering reality that America's infrastructure may not be as ready as we believed and trusted it to be.

In 1996, the Clinton Administration recognized the far reaching impact of the connection between cyberspace and our infrastructure and announced the following:



The United States is in the midst of a tremendous cultural

change -- a change that affects every aspect of our lives.  The cyber, or information age, dimension promotes accelerating reliance on our infrastructure-- (as defined above) --and offers access to them from all over the world, blurring traditional borders and jurisdictions.

The Clinton Administration then took things a step further by promulgating Executive Order 13010.  This order emphasized eight critical infrastructures whose services were so vital that their incapacity or destruction would have a debilitating impact on the defense or economic security of the United States.  To begin to teach these concepts in a historical context, we first consider the notion of America's transportation infrastructure via its highways.

By the turn of the 20th Century, automobiles were just becoming popular and affordable that citizens were beginning to buy them in large numbers.  In 1915, Henry Ford had sold over one million Model Ts and was producing a half million cars a year in his modern assembly line automobile plants.  In 1919, the U.S. Army had a notion that it would move a convoy of trucks and light reconnaissance vehicles coast-to-coast.  It was an interesting notion considering there were very few roads outside of any city.  The Army was making its case however for a road building movement and its 62-day, 3,250 mile, 81-vehicle convoy was just the ticket.  There is little doubt, according to Pete Davies' research, that the publicity surrounding the crossing did much to encourage towns, cities and whole states to energize their efforts towards building roads and bridges.  The Army convoy helped get the Townsend Bill passed in 1921, which allocated $75 million in federal aid over five years for national highway construction.  Interestingly, the deputy commander of the convoy was an army officer named Dwight Eisenhower.

In 1954, President Eisenhower implemented the National Defense Highway system as a way of moving troops and logistical supplies quickly from coast to coast in event of war.  This system of highways is now known as the Interstate Highway System and it allows the average citizen to drive anywhere quickly and efficiently throughout the United States.  Roads are so important that anytime any legislature is in session, be assured it is passing a bill that includes repairs to or expansion of highways.

Those Americans involved in agriculture have reaped the benefits of one of the finest, most efficient infrastructure systems in the world---our system of railroad, riverways, and ports.  These systems, coupled with our roads, move all of the corn grown in the United States to markets both internal and internationally, making American farmers the most competitive in the world.  Transporting perishable goods quickly and successfully gives America great power.  However, our transportation infrastructure is becoming dated.  Unfortunately, our transportation infrastructure on rivers is antiquated and deteriorating.  The lock-and-dam system on our rivers is more than 60 years old, and many of the locks are only 600 feet long, thus limiting the size of barges that move goods down our rivers.

Where the river did not take our products fast enough to coastal ports, we built canals, many of them, with astounding feats of engineering.  Of the many canals built in the late part of the 18th Century and then into the early decades of the 19th Century, the 160-mile canal-lock-and dam system from Carbondale, Pennsylvania to Kingston, New York, is one of the most incredible.  Anthracite coal was mined in Pennsylvania then barged through man-made canals to Kingston.  There the coal was loaded onto boats and shipped to the burgeoning industries around America.  Time was measured in months, not minutes, and the technology of riverways was based on mules and gravity.  More canals, bigger and linking important waterways, came along.  The Erie Canal, completed by 1825, reduced travel time and lowered the cost of shipping goods.  Fulton's success in improving the crude steam engine was enough to propel "The Claremont" up and down the Hudson River.  Freed from "mules and gravity" steam engine boats revolutionized travel and transportation on riverways.  Again, technology overcame the need for canals and many were filled in and made into railroad beds.

Railroads were costly, brute strength building projects that at one time threatened to bankrupt the nation and the nascent stock market.  However, railroads were the key to our westward expansion and the future of a coast-to-coast America.  In the 60 years beginning from 1830 until 1893, five cross-country railroads spanned the United States.  The West was opened to settlement, ranching, farming, mining, and timber industries.  Villages, towns, and cities sprang up on the open lands that a railroad steamed over on its steel and timber roadbed.  Technology gave our nation not only the advantage to build bigger and faster rail transportation, but each and every innovation in housing and turning rail cars and engines around in a hub system lead us to developing and using the newest technology, airplanes, to even greater advantages.

Seaports grew with the technology of waterways being used to deliver goods to them.  Steam and steel allowed for the construction of larger, more reliably driven ships.  Seaports up until the 1950's were the envy of the world.  The airplane, once matured through two world wars, began to revolutionize our infrastructure as well.  International travel and shipping of important goods gave the United States an unlimited future of gaining in the world of business and industry.  Huge airports, seaports, and seaplane clipper ports were built throughout the nation, giving an important edge in the development of international communications capability.

Since those glory days, our air and seaports, once the most modern in the world, have also begun to age significantly.  Communities once built on the far edge of airports now surround them.  Citizens in those communities demand environmental noise and air pollution controls that limit the flying time of air carriers and freighters.  Seaports are in need of modernization and security upgrades.  Far too long we have let ports be the stepchild of industrial modernization, although we have poured millions of dollars into containerization loading and unloading capabilities.  Ships, long a mainstay of America's great import/export abilities, are still the best tool available for transporting bulk qualities of foodstuffs, energy materials, and extremely heavy equipment and vehicles.  Most importantly, ships bring to our nation the petrochemicals we need to sustain our modern growth.

The United State's energy infrastructure and the flow of energy are increasingly interconnected.  The demand for energy has not slowed in any year of our existence as a nation and the complexity of the infrastructure system has grown exponentially.  Although much of our infrastructure needs are well developed, there are continual new structural requirements for exploration, development, production, refining, transport, and storage for the energy needs to keep America thriving.  Without energy, it is sufficient to say that investment, trade, and future development would be severely hampered if not curtailed.  Thus, we teach our students to understand a variety of energy sources and think about their usefulness not only in our past, but also to our future.

Coal, for example, is a relatively plentiful fuel primarily used in the United States for electricity generation.  For much of the 19th Century and 20th Century it fueled the industrial might of our nation, providing the source for steel production for bridges, ships, railroads, and building construction.  We continue to be a major international coal producer and consumer.  Consequently, we have major infrastructure requirements in every phase of coal production and use.  As stated, coal fuels much of our nation's electricity generation, along with natural gas, and oil products.

All of the above mentioned sub-systems play a vital role in the creation of electricity.  Electricity use is a primary concern for every business, household, technology, and industry in our nation.  As our economy grew in the past, so did our need for electricity.  The same is true today as we drawdown our pollution producing industries and move towards computer driven information industries.  Since there is a continual need for new investment for plant development, transmission, and distribution of electricity in our nation, we must protect and modernize this most important infrastructure sub-system.

Finally, we deal with the infrastructure of communications and all its various interpretations in the form of the telegraph, to the telephone, and the computer.  The Internet is a wonderful system of delivering information to all the citizens of the United States.  The California-based RAND Corporation think tank published a thought-provoking study in 1995 that concluded that "everyone in the United States should have an E-mail address and access to the World Wide Web."  Furthermore, other organizations concluded that the government should provide kiosks with the Internet connections for mail checking and that the Internet be recognized as the reliable source of information.  The purpose of creating such a requirement was so everyone in the United States be equally informed and educated, including poor people, no matter where they were located, so no one missed out on the information age.  A great idea, but it will not come to fruition anytime soon because capitalism is too involved in the delivery of "netformation."  However, whenever a demand becomes great enough, just as history demonstrates, an infrastructure will be created.

Since all is not a pretty picture of our infrastructure nationally, we teach our students to think about everything that goes into making our nation, and any nation, into a power that sustains and strengthens its citizens so they can fulfill their own destinies.

· Literature Connection:


Tree Wagon by Evelyn Sibley Lampman


Wheels West by Evelyn Sibley Lampman


Carry on, Mr. Bowditch by Jean Lee Latham


Trumpets No More by F. VanWyck Mason


Keep 'em Rolling by Stephen W. Meader


By Wagon and Flatboat by Enid LaMonte Meadowcraft


We were there at the Opening of the Erie Canal by Enid LaMonte Meadowcraft

Summary
We cannot have any semblance of a future until we understand the grand historical vision from which our creativity and sustenance comes.  Are the Ten Principles that grew us into a mature entity accurate?  Do we really know who we were and now are?  And if we do know, do we understand what we can accomplish in the 21st Century?

These ten principles gave, and still give, us power; but, they are not just the trappings of a geographic territory and a nation with defined borders.  Rather, they are the true and pure ingredients of a culture, a way of life, and an economic and political order of the first and highest degree.  To allow any of them to become weakened is to invite a most catastrophic interruption of the lives of those who call themselves Americans.  The world is not prepared to accept or understand the consequences of that event, although it seems every day someone in our world is plotting for the chance.

While many nations grope in the present to feel their "national pulse" or consider a return to the past to discern the course that led to that moment of history they currently find themselves in, we teach how to squint through the veil of the future.  We are not mystics—we are much worldlier than that.  For us, reality is pure and simple; what sets us apart is our conviction that a greater reality lies a number of years down the road.  That is why we are Americans, but it is also the reason why we must understand history.  We must always be determined to seize the future—and keep our destiny firmly defined by these principles.

As teachers of these principles, we assure our students that the future should not shock them, but rather, it should reassure.  Tomorrow holds few rude surprises---because we teach the ability to see it coming.  We see through the sublime and through the prosaic.  We ride not the breaking wave but the crest.  We caution our students that studying history through literature, especially the origins of power, is not easy because history and especially literature exposes the irrational and self-destructive side of humanity.  We do teach our students how to question what they read and hear.  Each answer should trigger further questions.  Our fear is that in time, testing and peer pressure will make them afraid, and they will stop asking --- we hope not.  However, when we finish our work, we want others to understand that the United States of America is more than just a powerful democracy destined to remain a world leader, but rather a model society that is challenged to reach further and include all.

Our challenge then is to encourage other teachers, their students, elected officials, and citizens to either boldly adopt these ten principles and build a complete metaphor for understanding them, or derive something better that will lay out the protocols for understanding this complex organism called the United States of America.  Literature and history do mix---it makes all that we teach relevant.
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