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"The time is coming, declares the Lord,

when I will make a New Covenant 

with the house of Israel and Judah . . ."

Jeremiah 31:31

"This cup is the New Covenant in my blood, 

which is poured out for you."

Jesus, Luke 22:20

"For this reason, 

Christ is the mediator of a New Covenant, 

that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance--

now that He has died as a ransom 

to set them free from the sins committed under the First Covenant."

Hebrews 9:15
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The Chronological Bible

See The Arc of Bible History in 30 Days to understanding the Bible by Max Anders
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The Christological Bible
	Law (Torah)    

Rom. 3:20

Rom. 10:4

Gal. 3:24

	Prophets (Nevi'im)

Isa. 53

Dan. 7:13

McDowell, Chpt. 9



	Psalms (Kethuv'im)

Psm. 110:1

Luke 24:44-45



	Gospels

John 20:30-31



	Acts

Acts 1:1-8



	Letters

Acts 2:42

Col. 4:16



	Revelation

Rev. 1:7

Rev. 22:7


A Comprehensive Synthesis of Biblical Chronologies

	Eras of

Biblical

History


	Creation

Pre-history
	Patriarchs

2165-1805
	Exodus

Redemption

Revelation Rebellion 

1445-1405
	Possession

(Conquest)

1405-1375
	Judges

1375-1050
	Kings 

Prophets

1050-586
	Exile

605-537
	Return

537-432-6bc/e
	Gospels

6bc/e-31 ad/ce
	Acts 

&

Letters

31-68 ad/ce

	Passages

(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Nehemiah 9

444BC/E


	9:5-6
	9:7-8
	9:9-22
	9:23-25
	9:26-28
	9:29-37
	9:29-37
	9:38—10:39
	
	

	Psalms 


	104


	105:1-25


	Ps 105:26-41

106::1-39

Ps 78:5-53
	105:42-44

78:54-55
	106:40-47;

107

78:56-64


	78:65-72
	79
	
	
	

	Judges 2

ca. 1050


	
	
	24:5-10
	
	2:1-23
	
	
	
	
	

	Joshua 24

ca.1380


	
	24:2-4
	24:5-10
	24:11-27
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Corresponding

Portions of the

Bible


	Gen esis  1--2
	Gen esis 11—50

(2165-1805)
	Exodus through

Deuteronomy

(1525-1405)
	Joshua

(1405-1375)
	Judges

(1375-1050)
	I & II Chronicles

(Creation-537)

I & II Samuel

(1050-970)

I & II Kings

970-561)

Obadiah (850s-840s)
Joel (840-795)
Jonah (800-770)
Amos (760-753)
Hosea (755-725)
Micah (755-725)
Isaiah (740-680)

Nahum (660-613)
Zephaniah (623-622)

Jeremiah (627-580s)

	Jeremiah (627-580s)
Daniel (605-530s)

Ezekiel (592-572)

	Ezra (538-457)

Esther (483-473
Nehemiah (445-432
Haggai (520)

Zechariah (520-480)

Malachi (400s)
	Matthew

Mark

Luke 

John
	Acts

Galatians: 48/49

James: late 40s-50s

1-2Thessalonians 51/52

I & 2 Corinthians 55

Romans: 57

Ephesians, Colossians &

Philemon: 60

Philippians: 61

1 Timothy 63-65

Titus: 63-65

1 Peter: early 60s

2 Timothy67-68

2 Peter: late 60s

1-3 John: 80s

Jude: 60s-80s

Revelation: late 60s-90s


A Chronology of the Life of Jesus Christ

The purpose of the following charts based on Luke’s Gospel and Acts is not intended to replace or duplicate the many fine Gospel harmonies and chronologies already in print. An excellent starting point for students who wish to study in chronological detail the Life of Christ is A Harmony of the Gospels: with Explanations and Essays by R. L. Thomas and S. N. Gundry (San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1978). Thomas and Gundry preface their Gospel harmony with a series of fine essays that explore such subjects as the history of Gospel harmonies, theological and factual difficulties associated with chronologizing the life of Christ, and specific fixed dates derived from extra-biblical sources by which the life of Jesus can be placed in a firm historical context.

The introduction to Luke that follows on page 8 (The Literary and Chronological Concerns of Luke in his Two Volume History of Christianity (Luke’s Gospel &Acts) is an explanation of why Luke’s work was selected as the chronological baseline for the New Testament era. Accordingly, the first two charts that follow on pages 9-10 (Acts 1:1-8: The Literary Scheme of Luke’s Gospel and Acts and A Chronology of the New Testament Era based on Luke-Acts) are based on Luke’s chronological survey of the origin and history of the first century Christian movement. 

The Good News Message of Jesus Christ in Chronological Context

The chart on page 50 titled A Synthesis of Past Old Testament Chronologies as Prefaces to the Present New Testament Good News (Kerygma) about Jesus Christ:The Proclamations of Peter, Stephen and Paul in the Book of Acts is intended to represent how the first century proclaimers of the Good News message of Jesus Christ placed that message in a historical and chronological context. Kerygma (((((((() means what is preached, a message, a proclamation.  Apostolic kerygma recorded in the Book of Acts have as their central focus the death, resurrection and consequent exaltation of Jesus as Lord and Savior in fulfillment of the chronological promises found in the Tanak (The Older Testament). Faith in this kerygma leads to forgiveness and the promise of new life in the present and the future. Consequently, Kerygma means the proclamation of the biblically defined message of and about the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Life and Writings of Paul in Chronological Order

The Life and Writings of Paul in Chronological Order on pages 55-63 is a detailed and comprehensive analysis of the life of Paul that takes the reader through the birth of Paul through the conclusion of his ministry in 67-68 AD/CE. The writings of Paul were placed in chronological context with his activities so the chronological reader of the Bible can read the entire Book of Acts and Paul's letters in sequential context.

The Literary and Chronological Concerns of Luke in his Two Volume History of Christianity (Luke’s Gospel &Acts) 

Luke’s Literary Concerns: Luke was a physician (Colossians 4: 14) and the composition of both Luke and Acts reflects the style of a highly educated, historically sensitive person.  In the Prefaces to both Luke (1:1-4) and Acts (1:1-8), Luke stated his his thesis of describing the history of the first century Christian movement. The stated purpose of his work was so that Theophilus and others could know the historical certainty of the things they had been previously taught about Jesus via oral testimony.  Luke provided some references and chronological indicators to help Theophilus and other readers understand the chronological scope of his work. 


Luke’s References. In his Preface to his two-volume work (Luke 1:1-4), Luke claimed that he had investigated everything (he was comprehensive) before he wrote his account. Luke had access to the following people as he comprehensively investigated and collected data on the history of the Christian movement.

· Himself as an eyewitness (Compare the "we" sections of Acts 16:10-17, 20:5-15, 21:1-18, 27--28 with Colossians 4:14, 2 Timothy 4:11 and Philemon 24).

· Paul: Luke was a friend and companion of Paul (see “we” sections above).

· Written letters from Jerusalem leaders (Acts 15, esp. 15:22-31, 21:25). 

· Manean, brought up in Herod's house (Acts 13:1).

· Philip the Evangelist, and an early actor in the beginning of Acts (Acts 21:8, 6:1-6, 8:26-40). 

· Manson, a very old & early disciple (Acts 21:16).

· James, the half-brother of Jesus and a source for information on Jesus’ birth and youth (Acts 21:15-26, 15).
· Many others he may have interviewed or had access to their written material (Luke 1:1-2).

Luke’s Chronology. After collecting the information from his sources, Luke claimed he wrote the accounts of both Luke and Acts

1) from the beginning (anothen, ((((((), that is, with a definite chronological starting point in mind, the events surrounding the birth of Jesus.

2) carefully (akribos, (((((((), that is, with factual and chronological accuracy.

3) in order (kathexes, (((((((), that is, a chronological ordering of events from the birth of Jesus in 6-4 BC/E to the ministry of Paul in Rome in 62 AD/CE.


Luke was careful to provide a solid historical and chronological framework to back up these claims by citing at least 14 well known historical figures. Dates associated with these figures can be corroborated with extra-biblical historical sources. Endnote

1) Luke 1:5: King Herod the Great, 37 –4 BC/E, who attempted to kill Jesus.

2) Luke 2:1: Caesar Augustus, 31BC/E-14 AD/CE (Lk. 2:1).  

3) Luke 2:2: Quirinius, Governor .of Syria, 6-4 BC/E, and Governor during the census at the time of Jesus’ birth. (Lk. 2:2). 

4) Luke 3:1: Caesar Tiberius’ 15th year, 26 AD (Tiberius began co-regency in 11 AD and ruled alone 14-37 AD/CE, Lk. 3:1). 

5) Luke 3:1: Pontius Pilate, Governor of Judea, 26-36 AD/CE, who sentenced Jesus to death. 

6) Luke 3:1: Herod, Teterarch of Galilee, 4 BC-39 AD (Luke 3:1). 

7) Luke 3:1: Philip, Teterarch of Iturea and Traconitis, 4 BC-34AD (Lk. 3:1)  

8) Luke 3:2: High Priests Annas & Caiaphas (before whom Jesus was tried)

9) Acts 12: Herod Agrippa I, King of Judea, 37-44 AD/CE, who killed James the brother of John (Herod Agrippa died in 44 AD; Acts 12; Josephus, Antiquities, 19.8.2)

10) Acts 18:12: Gallio, Procounsel of Achaia, 51-52 AD/CE, and brother of Seneca, the then well known Roman philosopher.

11) Acts 32:2: Ananias, High Priest in Jerusalem, 47-59AD/CE.

12) Acts 23—24: Felix, Governor of Judea, 52-59/60 AD/CE.

13) Acts 24—25: Festus, Governor of Judea, 59-61 AD/CE?

14) Acts 25-26: Herod Agrippa II, King of Judea, 52-? AD/CE.

Acts 1:1-8: The Literary Scheme of Luke’s Gospel and Acts

	1) Acts 1:1-2

Is a summary of the Gospel of Luke:

The Acts & Teachings of Jesus Christ

6-4 BC/E –31 AD/CE

Details Below


	2) Acts 1:3-5

Is a summary of the appearances of Jesus

to His disciples after his resurrection:

The confirmation of jesus christ 

And commission to the Disciples.

Spring 31 AD/CE

Details Below


	3) Acts 1:6-8

Is a summary of the Book of Acts:

The Acts & Teachings of The Apostles 

31-62 AD/CE

Details Below

	1A) The Incarnation & Birth of Jesus

(Luke 1—3)

1B) The Ministry of Jesus

(Luke 4—21)

1C) The Crucifixion of Jesus

(Luke 22-23)

1D) The Resurrection of Jesus

(Luke 24:1-49)

1E) The Ascension of Jesus

(Luke 24:50-53)


	2A) Angelic Preparation for Jesus' Appearances

1) Mt 28:2-4

2) Mk. 16:2-5, Lk 24:1, Jn. 20:1

3) Mk 16:6-8, Mt. 28:5-8, Lk. 24:5-8

4) Lk 24:9-11, Jn 20:2

5) Lk 24:12, Jn 20:3-10

2B) The Chronological Appearances of the

Risen Christ Over a 40 Day Period

1) To Mary Magdalene (Mk. 16:9-11, Jn. 20:11-18)

2) To the other women (Mt. 28:9-10)

3) To Peter (I Cor. 15:5) 

4) To Cleopas & another (Mk. 16:12-13, Lk. 24:13-15)

5) To 10 of the Apostles (Lk. 24:36-49, Jn. 20:19-25)

6) To 11 of the Apostles (Mk. 16:14; Jn. 20:26-31)

7) To 7 of the Apostles (Jn. 21:1-25)

8) To 500 Disciples (I Cor. 15:6, Mk. 16:15-18, Mt. 28:16-20)

9) To James (I Cor. 15:7) 

10)To the Apostles (Acts 1:3-12, Lk. 24:50-53, Mk. 16:19-20)


	3A) in Jerusalem & Judea (Acts 2--7)

3B) in Samaria  (Acts 8)

3C) in and to the Ends of the Earth (Acts 9--28)

1) Damascus, 35 AD (Acts 9)

2) Caesarea, 35-44 AD (Acts 10-11:18)

3) Antioch, 43-45 AD (Acts 11:18-12)

4) Galatia, 46-49 (Acts 13—15)

5) Greece, 50-52 AD (Acts 16-18)

6) Asia Minor, 53-57 AD (Acts 19-20)

7) Jerusalem, 57-59 AD (Acts 21—26)

8) Rome, 59-62 AD (Acts 27-28)

9) And, for the last 1900 years,  the good news message

         of Jesus Christ has gone  throughout the world,

         taken by those who obey Jesus' Great Commission.



	The Incarnation of Jesus


	 The Confirmation of Jesus
	The Proclamation of Jesus


Ezra Enterprises/John David Geib

A Chronology of the New Testament Era based on Luke-Acts 
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	Categories(
(
	Jesus’

incarnation and life 

before Ministry
	Jesus’

ministry
	Jesus’

crucifixion
	Jesus’

resurrection
	Jesus’

commision  & Accension
	Proclamation

of Jesus in Jerusalem & Judea


	Proclamation

of Jesus

in Samaria
	Proclamation 

of Jesus

in The World

	Dates & 

Historical Figures

All dates listed as BC are BC/BCE.

All dates listed as

AD are AD/CE


	6-4 BC/E 

through

26 AD/CE

1) King Herod the Great 

(37 –4 BC, Lk. 1:5)

2) Caesar Augustus (31BC-14 AD, Lk. 2:1)

3) Quirinius, Gov. of Syria (6-4 BC, Lk. 2:2)


	26 AD/CE

through

30 AD/CE

4) Caesar Tiberius’ 15th year , 26 AD (began  co-regency in 11 AD ruled alone 14-37 AD, Lk. 3:1)

5) Pontius Pilate, 

Gov. of Judea 

(26-36 AD, Lk. 3:1)

6) Teterarchs Herod

(4 BC-39 AD &

7) Teterarch Philip, 

(4 BC-34AD)

8) High Priests 

Annas & Caiaphas
	7 Days in

30 AD/CE
	Spring, 31 AD/CE
	Spring 31 AD/CE
	31-35 AD/CE
	35 AD/CE
	35 AD-62AD

9) Herod Agrippa I

(died in 44 AD; Acts 12; 10) Gallio, Procounsel  of Achaia (51-52 AD,

Acts 18:12)

11) Ananias, High Priest

(47-59AD, Acts 23:2)

12) Felix, Gov. of Judea

(52-59/60 AD, 

Acts 23-24)

13) Festus, Gov. of Judea

(59-61 AD?; Acts 24-25)

14) King Agrippa II

(52-? AD, Acts 25-26)



	Luke-Acts
	Luke 1—2
	Luke 3—19:27
	Luke 19:28—23:56
	Luke 24:1-49
	Luke 24:50-53

Acts 1:1-8
	Acts 1:9—8:3
	Acts 8:4-40
	Acts 9—28

1) Damascus, 35 (Acts 9)

2) Caesarea, 35-44

(Acts 10-11:18)

3) Antioch, 43-45

(Acts 11:18-12)

4) Galatia, 46-49

(Acts 13--15)

5) Greece, 50-52

(Acts 16-18)

6) Asia Minor, 53-57

(Acts 19-20)

7) Jerusalem, 57-59

(Acts 21—26)

8) Rome, 59-62 (Acts 27-28)



	Other Gospels
	Mt. 1—2

Jn. 1:1-18
	Mt. 3—20

Mk. 1—10

Jn. 1:19—12:11
	Mt. 21—27

Mk. 11—15

Jn. 12:12—19:42
	Mt. 28:1-15

Mk. 16:1-18

Jn. 20--21
	Mt. 28:16-20

Mk. 16:19
	Mk. 16:20
	Mk. 16:20
	Mk. 16:20

	NT Letters
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Galatians: 48/49

James: late 40s-50s

1-2Thessalonians 51/52

I & 2 Corinthians 55

Romans: 57

Ephesians, Colossians &

Philemon: 60

Philippians: 61

1 Timothy 63-65

Titus: 63-65

1 Peter: early 60s

2 Timothy67-68

2 Peter: late 60s

1-3 John: 80s

Jude: 60s-80s

Revelation: late 60s-90s




Books of the New Testament

(Arranged according to approximated date of their composition)

	Book
	Author
	Time of Writing1
	Place of Writing
	Addressees

	Galatians
	Paul
	49, just after 1st missionary journey
	Antioch in Syria (?)
	Christians in Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, Derbe, and southern Galatia

	1 Thessalonians
	Paul
	50-51, during 2nd missionary journey
	Corinth
	Christians in Thessalonica

	2 Thessalonians
	Paul
	50-51, during 2nd missionary journey
	Corinth
	Christians in Thessalonica

	1 Corinthians
	Paul
	54, during 3rd missionary journey
	Ephesus
	Christians in Corinth

	2 Corinthians
	Paul
	55, during 3rd missionary journey
	Macedonia
	Christians in Corinth

	Romans
	Paul
	55, during 3rd missionary journey
	Corinth
	Christians in Rome

	James
	James, half brother of Jesus
	40s or 50s
	Probably Jerusalem
	Jewish Christians in the Dispersion

	Mark
	John Mark
	late 50s or early 60s
	Rome
	Non-Christian Romans; new converts

	Philemon
	Paul
	60
	Rome
	Philemon, his family, and the church in his house at Colosse

	Colossians
	Paul
	60
	Rome
	Christians in Colosse

	Ephesians
	Paul
	60
	Rome
	Christians in the region around Ephesus

	Luke


	Luke
	62
	Probably Caesarea or Rome
	Non-Christian Roman official, possibly other cultured non- Christian

	Acts
	Luke
	61
	Rome
	Same as above

	Philippians
	Paul
	61
	Rome
	Christians in Philippi

	1 Timothy
	Paul
	62
	Macedonia
	Timothy in Ephesus

	Titus
	Paul
	62
	Nicopolis
	Titus in Crete

	2 Timothy
	Paul
	63
	Rome
	Timothy in Ephesus

	1 Peter
	Peter
	63
	Rome
	Christians in Asia Minor

	2 Peter
	Peter
	63-64
	Rome
	Christians in Asia Minor

	Matthew
	Matthew
	60s
	Probably Antioch in Syria
	Jews in Syria or Palestine

	Hebrews
	Unknown (Apollos, Luke, Barnabas, Priscilla?)
	60s
	Unknown
	Jewish Christians in Rome or Jerusalem

	Jude
	Jude, half brother of Jesus
	60s or 70s
	Unknown
	Christians in general

	John
	John
	Late 80s or early 90s
	Ephesus
	Christians and/or non- Christians in the region around Ephesus

	1 John
	John
	Late 80s or early 90s
	Ephesus
	Christians in the region around Ephesus

	2 John
	John
	Late 80s or early 90s
	Ephesus
	A church near Ephesus

	3 John
	John
	Late 80s or early 90s
	Ephesus
	Gaius, a Christian in the region around Ephesus

	Revelation
	John
	Late 80s or early 90s
	Patmos, off coast of Asia Minor
	Seven churches in western Asia Minor


1All dates are A.D/CE. Date of writing, place of writing, and addressees are disputed among scholars. For representative dates by conservative scholars, see J. L. Boyer, New Testament Chronological Chart (Winona Lake, Ind: 1961); R. G. Gromacki, New Testament Survey (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1974); E. F. Harrison, Introduction to the New Testament (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1964); M. C. Tenney, New Testament Survey (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1961). The base for this chart is from R. H. Gundry, A Survey of the New Testament (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1970).

	Daniel: Prophet of the Exile and World History (Matthew 24:15)

Historical-Chronological Reading Order of Daniel

	Dates
	Passage
	Events

	 1) Events in the Reign of Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon (Reigned 605-562 BC)

	605 BC/BCE

603 BC/BCE

 ?

 ?
	Dan 1

Dan 2

Dan 3

Dan 4
	· Transportation of Daniel to Babylon in 1st Stage of Babylonian Captivity:  Daniel's Consecration

· Interpretation by Daniel of Nebuchadnezzer's Dream of World History:  Daniel's Interpretation

· Preservation of Daniel's Friends from Idolatry and Fire:Their Preservation

· Illumination and Submission of Nebuchadnezzar to God Most High:  Yahweh's Exaltation

	2) Events in the Region of Belshazzer of Babylon (Son & Co-Regent of Nabonidus, 555-539 BC)

	555BC/BCE

543BC/BCE

539 BC/BCE


	Dan. 7

Dan. 8

Dan. 5
	· The Vision of World History & Messiah's Exaltation:  Prophetic Interpretation

· The Vision of Greece from Alexander (333 BC) to Antiochus (165 BC)

· Daniel's Interpretation of Babylon's Fall to Medo-Persia in 539 BC

(Compare with Jeremiah's Prediction of Babylon's Fall given in 590s)

	3) Events in the Region of Darius (Appointed Governor of Babylon for Persia by Cyrus the Great

	539 BC/BCE

539 BC/BCE

536 BC/BCE
	Dan 6

Dan 9

Dan 10-12
	· Preservation of Daniel in the Lion's Den:  Daniel's Preservation

· Revelation of the "70 Weeks" of Future Jewish History:Prophetic Prediction of Jerusalem's Restoration, Messiah's Rejection & "The Abomination"

· Revelation of the Two Future "Abominations" of Jewish History


Daniel 2: The Prediction of World History & The Everlasting Kingdom of God

2:36-38:  The Head of Gold

 2:39:  The Silver Chest & Arms

2:39:  The Bronze Belly & Thighs

2:40-43:  The Iron-Clay Legs & Feet

2:44-45:  The Stone

The Main Theme:

Daniel 7: The Prediction of World History: The War between "The Little Horn" & "The Son of Man"

[image: image3.wmf][image: image4.wmf]
	The Little Horn


	The Son of Man

	7:8, 7:11a

7:21

7:25

7:11, 7:26


	7:9-10 (Cf. Rev 4

7:13-14 (Cf. Matt 26:63-66, Rev 5)

7:27




The Relevance of Daniel's Prophecies to The New Testament

	JEWISH SECTS 
  

	Pharisees

Their roots can be traced to the second century BC/BCE to the Hasidim.

1) They accepted as equally inspired and authoritative with the Torah all material contained within the oral tradition.

2) Held to a mediating view that made it impossible for free will or the sovereignty of God to cancel out the other.

3) Accepted a rather developed hierarchy of angels and demons.

4) Taught that there was a future for the dead.

5) Believed in the immortality of the soul and in reward and retribution after death.

6) Champions of human equality.

7) The emphasis of their teaching was ethical rather than theological.

John 3

Matthew 23



	Sadducees

They probably had their beginning during the Hasmorean period (166-63 BC).

Their demise took place ca. AD/CE 70 with the fall of Jerusalem.

1) denied the oral law was authoritative and binding

2) interpreted Mosaic law more literally than the Pharisees

3) exacting in Levitical purity

4) attributed all to free will

5) denied the resurrection of the dead and a future life

6) rejected belief in demons and angels

7) accepted only the 5 Books of Moses as canonical or inspired

Matthew 23:23-33



	Zealots

They originated during the reign of Herod the Great ca. 6 BC/BCE and ceased to exist in AD/CE 73 at Masada.

1) Opposed payment of tribute for taxes to a pagan emperor, saying that allegiance was due only to God.

2) Held a fierce loyalty to the Jewish traditions.

3) Were opposed to the use of the Greek language in Palestine.

4) Prophesied the coming of the time of salvation.

Matthew 10:4



	Essenes
They probably originated among the Hasidim, along with the Pharisees, from whom they later separated 

(I Maccabees 2:42; 7:13).  They were very strict and zealous Jews who took part with the Maccabeans in a revolt against the Syrians, ca. 165-155 BC/BCE.

1) Followed a strict observance of the purity laws of the Torah.

2) Were notable for their communal ownership of property.

3) Had a strong sense of mutual responsibility.

4) Daily worship was an important feature along with a daily study of their sacred scriptures.

5) Solemn oaths of piety and obedience had to be taken.

6) Sacrifices were offered on holy days and during sacred seasons.

7) Marriage was not condemned in principle but was avoided.

8) Attributed all that happened to fate.

Luke 1:80




The Literary Composition of the Four Gospels: ((((((( (((((:
Discussion:  What are some implications to be drawn from John 21:24-25?

1) The Testimony of the Four Gospels
A) Sources

· Lk 1:1

· Lk 1:2

B) Composition

· Lk 1:3

· Jn 14:25-26

· Jn 16:12-15

C) Subject and Purpose

· Lk 1:1

· Lk 1:4

· Acts 1:1-3

· Mk 1:1

· Mt 1:1

· Jn 20:30-31

D) Summary of the Gospels

2) The Testimony of Some Modern Scholars (18th C until the present)
A) Textual Criticism: The Search for

B) Source Criticism: The Search for

· Pericopes

· Synoptic

C) Form Criticism: The Search for

· Sitz  im Leben

D) Redaction Criticism: The Search for

3) The Testimony of Each Reader of the Gospels: Mt 16:13-15 (See next page)

"Who do you say I Am?" 
(Matthew 16:15)
	MATTHEW
	MARK
	LUKE
	JOHN

	1:16


	1:1
	1:32
	1:1



	1:21


	1:24
	2:16
	1:9-10



	1:23


	2:19
	2:25


	1:14

	2:6


	2:28
	2:30
	1:41



	12:28


	3:22
	7:34


	4:9

	21:11


	4:38
	19:10


	4:42

	21:15


	5:7
	24:19
	11:27



	27:37


	10:47
	
	11:28



	
	
	
	20:30-31




Jeremiah’s Prediction of a “New” Covenant (588-586BC/E)

Read in order Jeremiah 30--33, 34:1-7, 39, 52

[image: image5.wmf]Institution of the "Old" Covenant via Moses (1445 BC/e) Exodus 19--24

Prediction of the "New" Covenant via Jeremiah (588-86 BC/e) Jer. 31:31-34
Reason:
31:31-32

Characteristics:


1) 31:32
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2) 31:33

3) 31:33

4) 31:33

5) 31:34

6) 31:34

7) 31:34

[image: image7.wmf]Institution of the "New" Covenant via Jesus (33 AD/ce) Luke 22:17:20

Realization of the "New" Covenant via Faith in Jesus (33 AD/ce-Present) 2 Corinthians 3

· Not 3:3





but 3:3

· [image: image8.wmf]3:3






3:3

· 3:6






3:6

· 3:15






3:16








3:18

Instruction in the "New" Covenant: Hebrews
8:7-8

[image: image9.wmf]8:8-12

8:13

9:15

10:11-39

Mark's Gospel

1) The Purpose of Mark's Gospel

To reveal Jesus as the Servant Messiah
Who offered Himself as the Redemption for the sins of people (Mark 10:35-45).

[image: image10.wmf]
2) The Audience of Mark's Gospel: Roman Gentiles (non-Jews)
(a) Hebrew translations (Mk. 3:17, 5:41, 7:34, 14:36, 15:22, 15:34)

(b) Use of Latin terms (Mk. 12:42, 15:16, 6:27)

(c) Mark was in Rome (I Peter 5:13)

(d) Only one OT quote (Mk 1:2-3)

(e) Action packed stories about Jesus for action oriented Romans

3) The Authorship of Mark
(a) External Evidence: The following writers claim that Mark, Peter's disciple, wrote Mark’s Gospel.

1. Papias, AD/CE 112: Quoted by Eusebius, History of the Church, 3, 39, 15

2. Clement od Alexander; Quoted by Eusebius, History of the Church, 6, 14, 6

3. Iraneus, Against Heresies, 3, 1, 2

4. Justin Martyr, Dialogue, 106, 3

5. Tertullian, Against Marcion, 4, 5

(b)  Internal Evidence: These passages show Mark had the ability to write Mark's Gospel.

1. I Peter 5:13: Mark was with Peter in Rome (Babylon was a secret name for Rome).
2. Acts 10:36-43: Mark's Gospel similar in structure to Peter's preaching.

3. Mark 14:51-52:  "young men who fled naked" probably a secret reference to Mark.

4. New Testament Biographical portrait of Mark

· Acts 12:12; His parents were Christians

· Acts 12:25, 13:5, Col. 4:11; Mark was an early disciple, cousin of Barnabas

· Acts 13:13; Mark ran away from serving God (Cp. Mark 14:51-52)

· I Peter 5:13; Mark was a disciple of Peter in Rome

· 2 Tim. 4:11, Philemon, v. 24; Mark was a useful disciple to Paul

(c)  Date Of Writing: Anywhere from 45-69 AD; probably in early to mid 60s

4) The Structure of Mark's Gospel

Very similar to Peter's preaching about Jesus (Acts 10:36-43)
Acts 10:36-39a - Mark 1--13: The Service of the Servant Messiah Jesus
Acts 10:39b - Mark 14--15: The Sacrifice of the Servant Messiah Jesus

Acts 10:40-43 - Mark 16: The Resurrection of the Servant Messiah Jesus

5) Main Themes & Emphases of Mark's Gospel
Key Verses: Mark 10:35-45

(a) The Portrait of Jesus
1. Son of God (1:1, 1:11, 3:11, 5:7, 9:7, 14:61, 15:39)

2. "Son of Man" (2:10, 2:28, 8:31, 8:38, 9:9, 9:31, 10:33, 10:45, 13:26-34, 14:21-62)

3. Servant of God & Humanity (10:35-45)

(b)  The Works of Jesus
1. Greek word for "immediately" (eutheos, euthus) used 42 times in Mark.

2. Vivid, action packed stories of Jesus in Action.

3. Shortest Gospel, less of Jesus' teaching, emphasis on Jesus' Works.

(c) The Death and Resurrection of Jesus

3/8 (37%) of Mark's Gospel describes the last week of Jesus' life and ministry,

during which Jesus offered Himself as the Redemptive Sacrifice for our sins.  

This was the Greatest Work of Jesus the Servant Messiah (Mk. 10:35-45, 14--16)

Studies in Mark's Gospel

	Jesus on Humanity

What is our main problem? 

 Mark 7:1-5; 7:14-23
	Jesus on Discipleship

Why should we follow Jesus?  

Mark 8:27-38
	Jesus on His Purpose

Why did Jesus say He came?  

Mark 10:35-45
	Jesus on the Commandments  

What does God want from us? 

 Mark 12:28-34

	
	
	
	


[image: image11.wmf]Matthew's Gospel

1) Purpose or Thesis
To prove that Jesus was the promised Messiah of Israel, 

The Son of Abraham (Gen. 12, Mt. 1:1), 

The Son of David (See 2d, below)

[image: image12.wmf]
2) Audience: The Gospel for the Jewish people
(a) "Father" instead of God

(b) Kingdom of "Heaven" instead of Kingdom of "God"

(c) Special "Mission" to Jews (15:24, 10:5-6, 5:17-24, 6:11-18, 23:2-3)

(d) "Son of David" (Cf. 2 Sam. 7, I Chron.17, Matthew 1:1, 9:27, 12:23, 15:22, 20:20-31, 21, and 22)

(e) Fulfillment of Old Testament Prophecy: "12" selected fulfillments.



(1:22, 2:15, 2:17, 2:23, 4:14, 8:17, 12:17, 13:5, 26:24, 26:56, 27:9)

3) The Literary Structure of Matthew's Gospel

(a) "And when Jesus had finished these sayings"

These phrases lead us back to the previous "5 sermons", the "core" of Matthew's Structure
	7:28


	11:1
	13:53
	19:1
	26:1



	5—7: 

INSTRUCTION

IN THE

KINGDOM
	10: 

PROCLAMATION 

OF THE KINGDOM
	13: 

REVELATION

OF THE KINGDOM
	18: 

EXALTATION

IN THE

KINGDOM
	24--25: 

MANIFESTATION 

OF THE KINGDOM
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(b) b) Emphasis on "groups of threes" (Cp. Deut. 17:6, 19:15, Ecc. 4:12).

(c) c) Emphasis on "groups of sevens" (Mt. 13, Mt. 23)

4) Authorship
(a) External Evidence

1. Papias, Quoted by Eusibius, History of the Church, 3, 39, 16

2. Iraneus, Quoted by Eusibius, History of the Church, 5,8, 2

3. Pantaenus, Quoted by Eusibius, History of the Church, 5, 10

4. Origin, Quoted by Eusibius, History of the Church, 6, 25

(b)  Internal Biographical Evidence
1. Mt. 9:9-13: Only place in Gospels Levi is identified as "Matthew"; a "tax collector"

2. Only Gospel to mention "temple tax" story (17:24-27)

3. Matthew is "highly organized"

5) Main Themes and Portrait of Jesus
(a) King of the Jews (1:1-17, 2:1-12, 21:5, 25:31-46, 27:37)

(b) Messiah of the Jews (See 2e, above)

(c) The Promised Prophet (Cf. Deut. 18 with 3a, above)

(d) The Coming King (Mt. 22:25; Matthew has much more on the Second Coming than other gospels)

(e) The Messiah for Everyone in the World 
1. Magi (Mt. 2)

2. "East & West" (8:11-12)

[image: image14.wmf]
3. Only mention of the "Church" (16:13-20) 

4. "Transfer of Kingdom" (21:33-43) 

5. "The Great Commission" (Mt. 28:16-20)

Studies in Matthew's Gospel

	TEMPTATION

4:1-11
	MONEY

5:19-34
	"SIGNS" OF RETURN 

24:4-24
	"READY" FOR RETURN 

24:42-51
	JOB OF ALL DISCIPLES 

28:16-20; 24:14

	
	
	
	
	


Some General Prophecies from the Jewish Bible

Recognized by Authors of the Christian Bible as Fulfilled by Jesus and Thus Messianic  

Topic


Specific Prophecy


Fulfillment by Jesus

 1) Messiah’s Birth
· Isaiah 7:14

of a Virgin



Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1:26-35

· Micah 5:2

of the Tribe of Judah


Luke 1:33

· Micah

at Bethlehem



Matthew 2:1-6; John 7:42

2) Messiah’s Ministry

· Isaiah 40:3,

Preceded by Messenger, “Elijah”

Matthew.3:1-2, 11:1-15;


Malachi 3:1





Luke 1:17

· Isaiah 9:1-2

To Begin Ministry in Galilee


Matthew. 3:13-17; 4:12-18

· Isaiah 11:1-5

Ministry to be Characterized by






Isaiah 35:5-6
The Holy Spirit and Miracles


Matthew 11:1-6, 12:15-21


Isaiah 42:1-4 





Luke 4:14-21


Isaiah 61:1-3

· Isaiah 6:9-10

Messiah to be Rejected 


Matthew 13:10-15


Psalm 118:22-23





Matthew 21:42-46


Isaiah 53:3





John 12:37-43

· Zechariah 9:9

Meek, Lowly,  to come on a Donkey

Matthew 21:1-11


3) Messiah’s Sufferings

· Zechariah 11:12
Betrayed by a Friend


John 13:18

· Zechariah 13:7
Crushed; forsaken 



Matthew 26:31

· Isaiah 50:6

Hit and spit upon



Matthew 26:67

· Psalm 22:6-8

Mocked




Matthew 27:39-44

· Isaiah 53 

Pierced


Psalm 22






John 19:31-37


Zechariah 12:10

· Psalm 69:21

Given Gall to drink



Matthew 27:34

· Psalm 22:18

Garments parted and stolen


Matthew 27:35


4) Messiah’s Death
· Psalm 22

To die a horrible death


Matthew 27:27-50

· Isaiah 53

like a sacrificial lamb for  sin


John 19; John 11:45-53


5) Messiah’s Burial

· Isaiah 53:9

To be buried in a Rich Man's Tomb

Matthew 27:57-60; John 19:38-42


6) Messiah’s Resurrection

· Psalm 16:8-10

Not Abandoned To Death, 


Matthew 28; Mark 16

· Isaiah 53:11 

but raised to life



Luke 24; John 20

	A Paradoxical Portrait of The Messiah



	God's Suffering Servant

Isaiah 53


	God's Glorious King

Daniel 7

	[image: image15.wmf][image: image16.wmf]
Isaiah's vision of Messiah as The Suffering Servant 

contains 3 basic elements.

1) Messiah will be unattractive to and despised by humans, causing Messiah to sorrow 
(53:1-3).

2) Messiah will be crushed and killed like a

sacrificial lamb to pay for the sins of humanity

(53:4-10a).

3) Through suffering Messiah will accomplish God's Will, which is the redemption (Salvation)

of some of the human race

(53:10b-12).


	Daniel's vision of Messiah as The Glorious King
contains 3 basic elements.

1) Messiah is given absolute authority by God 

(7:14).

2) People from every nation will worship  Messiah

(7:14)

3) Messiah's Kingdom is 

indestructible and eternal 
(7:14).



	A Christian Interpretation

According to early and subsequent Christian interpretation, Messiah’s portrait in the Jewish Bible was paradoxical.  

Even the Jewish prophets searched intently their own prophecies for a way to unify the two elements 

of suffering and glory that comprised their prophecies about The Messiah 

(1 Peter 1:10-12). 

It appears that most of the Jewish nation hoped and thought The Messiah would come first as 

God's Glorious King (John 6:14-15)
According to the Jews who wrote the New Testament,

this view was and is a misunderstanding of the mission of Jesus.

This misunderstanding led to Jesus being rejected and crucified, thus fulfilling Isaiah's prophecy 
(Isaiah 53:1-3; Acts 3:17-26; 1 Timothy 1:12-17).

Jesus claimed He would fulfill Daniel’s Vision of Messiah as God’s Glorious King
in the future, after the world had an opportunity to accept and worship Jesus as The Messiah, The Savior

(Matthew 26:62-64; Luke 24, especially 24:44-49; Acts 1:1-8).

(Ezra Enterprises-John David Geib


THE COMPLETED PORTRAIT OF THE MESSIAH

A King




Isaiah 9:7



John 18:33-38




Psalm 2




Matthew 25:31-46




Daniel 2



Matthew 27:11-37




Daniel 7



Hebrews 1:8-14
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A Priest







A Prophet

Psalm 40:6-8







Deut. 18:14-20


Psalm 110:4







Matthew 5-7


Mark 10:45







Hebrews 1:1-2


Hebrews 7-10


Hebrews 4-5

A Good Shepherd





 A Suffering Servant

Psalm 23







Psalm 22


Isaiah 40:9-11







Isaiah 53


Ezekiel 34







Zechariah 12:10


Jeremiah 23







Matthew 26-27


Micah 5:1-4







John 19:30-37











John 10











I Peter 5:1-4

The Son of God




Psalm 27



Hebrews 1




Psalm 45:6



John 1




Psalm 102:45



John 10:30-37




Psalm 110



John 20:24-28




Isaiah 9
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Introduction

"Man is the measure of all things" (Protagoras).

How would you describe the "ideal human?"
1) Authorship
(a) External Evidence for Luke's authorship of this gospel 

1. Luke was a Gentile from Antioch (Eusibius, History of the Church, 3,4).

2. Luke's Gospel is dedicated to a Gentile (Theophilus) and to Gentiles at large (Luke 1:1-4)

3. Iranaeus (130-202) Cited by Eusibius, History of the Church, 5, 8

4. Clement (150-215) Cited by Eusibius, History of the Church, 6, 13-14

5. Origin (185-254) Cited by Eusibius, History of the Church, 6, 25

6. Tertullian (150-220) and the Muratorian Canon (170 AD) & Marcionite Canon (140 AD)

(b) Internal Evidence for Luke's authorship of this Gospel 

1. Same author as Acts (Cf. Lk, 1:1-4 & Acts 1:1-8)

2. Acts was written by a friend-companion of Paul (Acts 16:10-17, 20:5-15, 21:1-18, 27--28)

3. Luke was a friend-companion of Paul (Col. 4:14, 2 Tim 4:11, Philemon 24)

4. Same classical Greek style as Acts, thus, author was highly educated (Col. 4:14).

5. Luke was a physician-doctor, and Luke's Gospel shows special attention to medical matters 


(Lk. 4:38, 7:15, 8:55, 14:2, 18:15, 22:50).

2) Audience  
Gentiles (Greek & Roman): Luke was a Gentile from Antioch (Eusibius, History of the Church, 3,4),

and Luke's Gospel is dedicated to Theophilus, a Gentile, and to Gentiles at large (Luke 1:1-4)

· Theophilus

· Olympics

· Gyms

· Statues

· Academies

· Thinking Animals

· Chronos 

· Kairos
3) Purpose  
To present Jesus as the Ideal Human-Messiah, The Savior of all Humanity,

in an Orderly, Historical, Factual and Accurate Manner.

(1:1-4, 3:14-38, 3:1-2, 2:31-32, 19:10; see Charts, 7-10).

4) Date: Late 50s - early 60s, before Acts was finished in 62 ad/ce.

5) Main Theme(s) & Emphases of Luke's Gospel

Introduction:  Luke 2:52 and The Four Essential Components of True Human Experience

· Physical 

Jesus: Truly Human, yet Conceived by God the Holy Spirit (Cf. Chart, 35)

1:28-38

3:14-38

· Mental (Wisdom)

Jesus, the young genius 

2:41-51

· Social-Spiritual 

Jesus, the "Friend of Sinners" (and also of "religious" people)

7:36-50
10:38-42

11:37-54

14:1-24 

15 

19:1-10

Social/Spiritual cont.

Jesus' friendship with Women (43 women are mentioned in Luke) 

(1--2, 7:11-17, 7:36-50, 8:1-3, 10:38-42, 21:1-4)

Birth (1--2) 

Ministry (8:1-3, 10:38-42)

Resurrection (24)

The Love of God for "Sinners" (Luke 15)

The Love of Humans that resembles God's Love (10:25-37)
· Spiritual
Jesus & Prayer 
(3:21, 5:16, 6:12, 9:18-22, 9:28-29, 10:21, 11:1-13, 18:1-8, 22:31-32, 22:39-46, 23:34, 23:46)

The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit 
(1:15, 1:35, 1:67, 2:26-27, 3:22, 4:1, 4:14-18, 10:21, 11:13, 24:49)

Spiritual/Mental
The Inspiration of the Scriptures 
2:41-51

24:13-35

24:44-49

Luke's Attention to Historical Detail (see Charts, 7-10) 

(1:1-4, 3:1-2, 3:14-32, similar to his Book of Acts)

Studies in Luke's Gospel
	Jesus' Birth

How did it happen?  

Lk. 1:28-38
	Jesus and Women

How did He relate?

Lk. 8:1-3, 10:38-42
	Jesus' View of God

What is God like? 

Lk. 15
	Jesus & Loving Others How?

Lk. 10:25-37
	Jesus & Prayer

What, How, & Why?

11:1-13
	Jesus & His Purpose

Why did He come?

Lk. 19:1-10

	
	
	
	
	
	


	The Biological and Spiritual Genealogy of Jesus Christ

	Matthew 1:1-17 

(Cf. Gen. 5, 11 & 1 Chronicles 1-3)
	Luke 3:23-38

(Cf. Genesis 5, 11 & I Chronicles 1-3)
	John 1:1-18

	Overview
Matthew's Theme is the physical & royal ancestry of Joseph, Jesus' foster father. 

Jesus became the legal heir to King David’s throne by Joseph's adoption of Jesus, and thus Jesus is qualified to be 

The Messiah-King of Israel. 


	Overview
Luke's Theme is the physical ancestry of Mary, Jesus' physical mother. 

By virtue of Jesus' virgin birth via a woman, Jesus became the natural descendent of David, Abraham & Adam and thus qualified to be 

The Son of Man (Gen. 3:15)
	Overview
John's Theme is the eternal spiritual relation of Jesus to God prior to Jesus' becoming a human being via the Incarnation 

in time-space history.  

Thus, Jesus is presented as 

The Eternal Son of God.

	Specific Details 
	Specific Details 
	Specific Details

	ABRAHAM'S SON

Matt. 1:1-2:  Jesus is considered Abraham's Son by virtue of the Abrahamic Covenant 

(Gen. 12, 15, 17, 22), through which God promised that "all nations would be blessed via Abraham's descendent" (Galatians 3:6-29)

DAVID'S SON

Matt. 1:6:  Jesus is considered David's Son by virtue of the Davidic Covenant (2 Sam. 7, 1 Chron. 17), 

by which God promised that David's descendent(s) would inherit David's Throne 

and Reign Forever over Israel. 

Cf. Jer. 22:24-30 with Matt. 1:11 for an interesting genealogical detail.

THE WOMEN
· Matt. 1:16 contains the Greek feminine pronoun ((, clearly emphasizing that Jesus was born from Mary via a virgin birth (Cf. Matt. 1:18-25).

· Matt. 1:3 mentions Tamar the adulteress as an ancestor of Jesus.

· Matt. 1:5 lists Rahab the Gentile harlot as an ancestor of Jesus (Cf. Joshua 2; Joshua 6).

· Matt. 1:5 cites the Gentile Ruth as an ancestor of Jesus (Cf. The Book of Ruth).

· Matt. 1:6 cites Bathsheba the adulteress & mother of Solomon as an ancestor of Jesus (2 Sam. 11--12).

· Possible reasons for this emphasis on these particular women are 1) protection of Mary's reputation & 2) that Jesus, whose name in Hebrew means Salvation of Yahweh (((((() came to provide salvation to sinners, both Jewish & Gentile (Cf. Matt. 4:14-16).

MATTHEW'S STRUCTURE OF "14"

Matt. 1:17 cites the number 14 as a key to Jesus' genealogy. 14 is the numerical value of David in Hebrew (( = 4, ( = 6, (= 4). 

Jesus is thus seen to be the fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant as Israel's King.
	ADAM'S SON

Luke 3:38 refers to 

1) Jesus' humanity and 

2) Jesus' Messianic Role, promised by God in Gen. 3:15.  

"Son of Man" was Jesus' favorite way of referring to Himself.

ABRAHAM'S SON

Cf Luke 3:34 and Gen. 12:7, 13:15. 17:7, 24:7, 

Galatians 3:16. 

SEED is in singular form in Hebrew (( ( ()

DAVID'S SON

Luke traced Jesus back to David through Nathan, not as Matthew does through Solomon 

(Cf. Luke 3:31 with 2 Sa. 5:14, 1 Chron. 3:5 & 14:4).  

WHY?  If Jesus had been a physical descendent via Jeconiah, He would not have had a legal right to David's Throne (Cf. Jer. 22:24-30).

SUPPOSEDLY JOSEPH'S SON

Luke's language clearly demonstrates that he believed Jesus to be born via the virgin birth 

(Cf. Luke 1:26-56, Matt. 1:18-25 & Isa.7:14).

LUKE'S STRUCTURE

"Son" means any descendent in Hebrew thought. 

Thus, Luke structured Jesus' genealogy to emphasize the 

Origin, Fall and Redemption 

of the Human Race via Jesus, 

the Promised Human Redeemer,

 the "Second" and "Last" Man 

(Cf. Romans 5:12-21, 1 Cor. 15:35-49).
	GOD'S ETERNALLY "BEGOTTEN" SON
John 1:14 & 1:18 refers to 

1) Jesus' Eternality (John 1:1-2,  Gen.1:1)

2) Jesus' Deity (John 1:1-2 & 1:18)

3) Jesus as the Source & Means of Creation

(John 1:3 & 1:10)

4) Jesus as The Source of All 

Physical & Spiritual Life (John 1:4, 1:13).

GOD'S INCARNATED SON

John 1:14-18 refers to Jesus' Incarnation as the 

God-Man, whose birth as a human reveals 

God's Glory, Grace, Truth, Fullness & Person.

Jesus' Incarnation also make possible for all who believe in and receive Jesus as Savior to be "born of God," 

a spiritual birth that transcends physical birth 

Cf. John 1:10-13, John 3:1-21 

for details on this spiritual birth).

JOHN'S STRUCTURE

"Only begotten" is John's language for Jesus being the Eternal Son of God, an equal member of the Triune God (Father Son and Holy Spirit).

Jesus became a human in Time-Space History, 

so that those who believe in and receive Christ as Savior may become 

"children" of God by means of the 

"second" birth (See John 1:10-13).



	CONCLUSION
"God promised the Good News concerning His Son beforehand through the Prophets in the Sacred Scriptures, 

Who was born of the Seed of David according to His Human nature,

but who was declared to be God's Son by the Holy Spirit by His resurrection, Jesus The Messiah, our Lord" (Romans 1:1-4).
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Review of the "Synoptic" Gospels

Syn =,                                  optic                                       =

	Gospel
	Matthew
	Mark
	Luke
	John

	Audience


	
	
	
	

	Portrait of Jesus


	
	
	
	


1) The Structure of John's Gospel
· John structured his Gospel around 7 “I AM" Claims of Jesus (Cf Chart, 38)

· and "Seven Signs" selected by John which were done by Jesus

(Water into Wine, 2:1-11; the Son, 4:46-54; the Impotent Man, 5:1-18; the Bread, 6:1-14;

Walking on Water, 6:10-21; the Blind Man, 9:1-12; and raising Lazarus from the dead, 11:1-46).

(a) The "Quadlemma"

1. 1)

2. 2)

3. 3)

4. 4)

2) The Purpose of John's Gospel (John20:30-31)
(a) 1.




2.




3.

(b) Faith

(c) Life

(d) The Birth from "Above"

3) The Audience  
4) John's Portrait of Jesus: The God-Man, specifically the

· Word (1:1-14)

· Lamb (1:29) 

· Messiah (1:41)  

· Son of God (1:49)

· King of Israel (1:49) 

· Savior (4:42)

· Lord & God (20:28)

5) Main Themes and Emphases of John's Gospel
· Believe:  key word appears in verb form 98 times

· Holy Spirit: called the "Paraclete" by Jesus, one sent to help us (3:1-21, 7:37-39; 14--16; 20:19-21)

· Satan & the "world", & the "war" between "light" & "darkness" (Esp. 8)

· Jesus' Interviews with individuals: 28 interviews are mentioned
· Jesus' arguments with religious leaders
· Jesus' teachings about Himself (see Chart on the 7 "I AMs")

· Jesus teaching on being born again, or born from above (3:1-21)

· Jesus' High Priestly Prayer for believers in Him (17)

6) Authorship of John's Gospel

(a) Internal Evidence

1. Polycarp, a disciple of John, cited by Eusibius, History of the Church, 5, 20
2. Papias, a disciple of Polycarp, cited by Eusibius, History of the Church, 3, 39
3. Tatian, composed the Diatessaron, a 4 Gospel Harmony, prior to 170 AD/CE.

4. Iranaeus, Against Heresies, 2,22,5: 3,1,1; 3,4 Cited in Eusibius, History of the Church, 5,8; 5,20
5. Origin, Cited in Eusibius, History of the Church, 6,25
6. Clement, Cited in Eusibius, History of the Church, 6,14
7. Eusibius, Cited in Eusibius, History of the Church, 3,23-24; 3,39
(b) Internal Evidence: The Gospel of John was written by a
1. Jew who knew the Jewish Bible and Customs (2:6, 4:9, 4:27, 7:37-39, 10:22, 10:34-35, 12:38-41, 19)

2. Palestinian:  Knew the Geography of Palestine (4:5-6, 9:7, 10:23, 18:28)

3. Eyewitness:  (1:14, 2:6, 6:10, 11:1, 13:26, 18:10, 19:35, 21:8-11)

4. "Disciple whom Jesus loved"  (13:23, 19:26-27, 20:2, 21:7, 21:7, 21:20, 21:24, & 18:15-16)

5. John was part of the "inner circle" (Mk. 9:12-13, Mt. 17:1-13, Lk. 9:28-36)

6. James died in 44 AD/CE, so he could not have written it (Acts 12:1-2).

7. Peter is mentioned as a separate person in John (13:23-24, 20:2-10, 21:2-20)

8. John is only other person that fits the above qualifications.  

9. (See handout on John: Son of Thunder, Apostle of Love)

7) An Outline of John's Gospel

· Prologue:  A Theological Introduction of Jesus & the Gospel (1:1-18)

· Public Ministry of Jesus: Ministry to the Masses (1:19--12)

· Private Ministry of Jesus: Ministry to the Disciples (13--17)

· Passion Ministry of Jesus: Ministry for our sins (18--20)

· Postscript: The Ministry of The Risen Christ (21)

[image: image20.wmf]
The Claims of Jesus in the Gospel of John

	Passage
	Claim
	Evidence
	Meaning

	6:35

John 6


	
	
	

	8:12

John 9
	
	
	

	10:7, 10:9

John 10
	
	
	

	10:11, 10:14

John 10
	
	
	

	11:25

John 11
	
	
	

	14:6

John 14
	
	
	

	15:1, 15:5

John 15
	
	
	

	John 8:56- 58,

Exodus 3:14
	
	
	


or, Born of God 

[image: image21.wmf][image: image22.wmf]or, Born of The Spirit

or, Born Again,

(John 3:1-21)

Nicodemus: His Person and Progress

John 3:1-2

John 3:10

John 7:14-52

John 19:17-42

Necessity of Being Born of God

John 3:3

John 3:5

Ezekiel 36:25-27; Ezk. 37

Agent of Being Born of God

John 3:5

John 3:6

John 3:8

Means of Being Born of God

John 3:14

Numbers 21:4-9

Refusing to be Born of God

John 3:18

John 3:19-20

John 1:11-13

The New Testament on Being Born of God

John:  1:11-13; 3:1-2; 7:37-39; I John 3:9-15; 5:1-5

Paul:  Titus 3:1-7; Romans 6-8; II Corinthians 3-5, esp. 5:17; Galatians 3:1-4:7; 6:1; Colossians 2:13-3:17.

Peter:  I Peter 1-2:3, esp. 1:3, 1:23--2:3.  

James: 1:16-18.

The Miracles of Jesus

	Miracles


	Matthew
	Mark
	Luke
	John

	Man with leprosy
	8:2-4
	1:40-42
	5:12-13
	

	Roman centurion's servant
	8:5-13
	
	7:2-10
	

	Peter's mother-in-law
	8:14-15
	1:30-31
	4:38-39
	

	Two men from Gadara
	8:28-34
	5:1-15
	8:27-35
	

	Paralyzed man
	9:2-7
	2:3-12
	5:18-25
	

	Woman with bleeding
	9:20-22
	5:25-29
	8:43-48
	

	Two blind men
	9:27-31
	
	
	

	Man mute and possessed
	9:32-33
	
	
	

	Man with a shriveled hand
	12:10-13
	3:1-5
	6:6-10
	

	Man blind,mute and possessed
	12:22
	
	11:14
	

	Canaanite's daughter
	15:21-28
	7:24-30
	
	

	Boy with a demon
	17:14-18
	9:17-29
	9:38-43
	

	Two blind men (one named)
	20:29-34
	10:46-52
	18:35-43
	

	Deaf mute
	
	7:31-37
	
	

	Man possessed, synagogue
	
	1:23-26
	4:33-35
	

	Blind man at Bethsaida
	
	8:22-26
	
	

	Crippled woman
	
	
	13:11-13
	

	Man with dropsy
	
	
	14:1-4
	

	Ten men with leprosy
	
	
	17:11-19
	

	The high priest's servant
	
	
	22:50-51
	

	Official's son at Capernaum
	
	
	
	4:46-54

	Sick man, pool of Bethesda
	
	
	
	5:1-9

	Man born blind
	
	
	
	9:1-7

	Command over the forces of nature
	Matthew
	Mark
	Luke
	John

	Calming the storm
	8:23-27
	4:37-41
	8:22-25
	

	Walking on the water
	14:25
	6:48-51
	
	6:19-21

	5,000 people fed
	14:15-21
	6:35-44
	9:12-17
	6:5-13

	4,000 people fed
	15:32-38
	8:1-9
	
	

	Coin in the fish's mouth
	17:24-27
	
	
	

	Fig tree withered
	21:18-22
	11:12-25
	
	

	Catch of fish
	
	
	5:4-11
	

	Water turned into wine
	
	
	
	2:1-11

	Another catch of fish
	
	
	
	21:1-11

	Jairus's daughter
	9:18-25
	5:22-24, 38-42
	8:41-42, 49-56
	

	Widow's son at Nain
	
	
	7:11-15
	

	Lazarus
	
	
	
	11:1-44


The Case of The Missing Body
(1 Corinthians 15)

The Assertion (1 Cor. 15:12)

based on The Suggestion (1 Cor. 15:32)

	Theories
	Evidence Pro
	                                                & Con)

	1) Simple-Silly


	
	

	2) Stolen
	
	

	3) Swooned
	
	

	4) Stoned
	
	

	5) Symbolic
	
	

	6) Spurious
	
	

	7) Supernatural
	
	


1Evidence That Demands A Verdict: Historical Evidences For the Christians Faith, Rev. Ed., by Josh McDowell (Here’s Life: San Bernardino, 1979), Chapter 10; The Case for Christianity, ed. Colin Chapman (Eerdmans: 1981), pp. 278-290).

The Historical Manifestations of The Risen Christ Over a Forty Day Period

1) To Mary Magdalene (Mark 16:9-11; John 20:11-18)

2) To The Other Women (Matthew 28:9-10)

3) To Peter (I Corinthians 15:5)

4) To Cleopas & Another (Mark 16:12-13; Luke 24:13-35)

5) To 10 of The Apostles (Luke 24:36-49; John 20:19-25)

6) To 11 of The Apostles (Mark 16:14; John 20:26-31)

7) To 7 of The Apostles (John 21:1-25)

8) To 500 Disciples (1 Cor. 15:6; Mark 16:15-18; Matthew 28:16-20)

9) To James (I Corinthians 15:7)

10) To The Apostles (Acts 1:3-12; Luke 24:50-53; Mark 16:19-20)

The Implications: What difference does it make if

	Passages
	Jesus did Not Rise
	Jesus Did RiseE

	1 Cor. 15:12-14


	
	

	1 Cor. 15:15-16


	
	

	1 Cor. 15:17


	
	

	1 Cor. 15:18-19


	
	

	1 Cor. 15:22-28


	
	

	1 Cor. 15:29-34


	
	

	1 Cor. 15:35-57


	
	


The Personal Implications
If you became convinced that Jesus was alive, how would that change your life?  

Conversely, what difference would it make to your present lifestyle if Jesus were not alive?  

You may choose to use the space on the back to write out a personal response to these questions.

4) The Explanation of the Meaning of The Resurrection of Jesus For Those Who Believe

The foundational belief of the New Testament writers is "The Lord is Risen."  

While the entire New Testament is saturated with references to both the fact and the implications
of the resurrection of Jesus, the passages listed below are central to understanding

the meaning of the resurrection for those who have placed their faith in the crucified and risen Lord Jesus Christ.

	Passages
	Meaning & Implications For Those Who Believe

	Acts 1—2


	

	Romans 4


	

	Romans 6-8


	

	1 Corinthians 15


	

	2 Corinthians 4—5


	

	Ephesians 1—2


	

	Philippians 2—3


	

	Colossians 2—3


	

	2 Timothy 2:8-13


	

	Hebrews 7—10


	

	1 Peter 1


	

	Revelation 1—5


	


The Great Missionary Commissions of the Risen Jesus Christ
[image: image23.wmf]
This exercise will help us in our preparation in becoming "world" Christians.

Take the information from the three missionary commissions of the Risen Christ

and combine it into a cogent paragraph of what Jesus wants His disciples to do.

Then, memorize these passages 

& begin praying that Christ will show you your role in their fulfillment.



Information 





Summaries
Luke 24:44-49

1. Prediction

2. Perception

3. Passion

4. Plan

5. Power

Matthew 28:18-20

1. Power

2. Plan

3. Promise

Acts 1:3-8

1. Power

2. Plan

3. Prediction

Acts 1:1-8: The Literary Scheme of Luke’s Gospel and Acts

	1) Acts 1:1-2

Is a summary of the Gospel of Luke:

The Acts & Teachings of Jesus Christ

6-4 BC/E –31 AD/CE

Details Below


	2) Acts 1:3-5

Is a summary of the appearances of Jesus
to His disciples after his resurrection:

The confirmation of jesus christ 

And commission to the Disciples.

Spring 31 AD/CE

Details Below


	3) Acts 1:6-8

Is a summary of the Book of Acts:

The Acts & Teachings of The Apostles 

31-62 AD/CE

Details Below

	1A) The Incarnation & Birth of Jesus

(Luke 1—3)

1B) The Ministry of Jesus

(Luke 4—21)

1C) The Crucifixion of Jesus

(Luke 22-23)

1D) The Resurrection of Jesus

(Luke 24:1-49)

1E) The Ascension of Jesus

(Luke 24:50-53)


	2A) Angelic Preparation for Jesus' Appearances

1) Mt 28:2-4

2) Mk. 16:2-5, Lk 24:1, Jn. 20:1

3) Mk 16:6-8, Mt. 28:5-8, Lk. 24:5-8

4) Lk 24:9-11, Jn 20:2

5) Lk 24:12, Jn 20:3-10

2B) The Chronological Appearances of theRisen Christ                          Over a 40 Day Period

1. To Mary Magdalene (Mk. 16:9-11, Jn. 20:11-18)

2. To the other women (Mt. 28:9-10)

3. To Peter (I Cor. 15:5) 

4. To Cleopas & another (Mk. 16:12-13, Lk. 24:13-15)

5. To 10 of the Apostles (Lk. 24:36-49, Jn. 20:19-25)

6. To 11 of the Apostles (Mk. 16:14; Jn. 20:26-31)

7. To 7 of the Apostles (Jn. 21:1-25)

8. To 500 Disciples (I Cor. 15:6, Mk. 16:15-18,                Mt. 28:16-20)

9. To James (I Cor. 15:7) 

10. To the Apostles (Acts 1:3-12, Lk. 24:50-53,                  Mk. 16:19-20)


	3A) in Jerusalem & Judea (Acts 2--7)

3B) in Samaria  (Acts 8)

3C) in and to the Ends of the Earth (Acts 9--28)

1) Damascus, 35 AD (Acts 9)

2) Caesarea, 35-44 AD (Acts 10-11:18)

3) Antioch, 43-45 AD (Acts 11:18-12)

4) Galatia, 46-49 (Acts 13—15)

5) Greece, 50-52 AD (Acts 16-18)

6) Asia Minor, 53-57 AD (Acts 19-20)

7) Jerusalem, 57-59 AD (Acts 21—26)

8) Rome, 59-62 AD (Acts 27-28)

9) And, for the last 1900 years,  the good news message

         of Jesus Christ has gone  throughout the world,

         taken by those who obey Jesus' Great Commission.



	The Incarnation of Jesus


	 The Confirmation of Jesus
	The Proclamation of Jesus


The Acts (Actions) of The Apostles

1) Promise (Matthew 16:15-18)

[image: image24.wmf]2) Power (Acts 1:8, Joel 2:28-32)

3) Places (Acts 1:8)

4) People 

· Acts 1—12

· Acts 13—28

5) Proclamations & Practices (Acts 2:42)

6) Purpose (inferred from Acts' content; See classnotes, p.49)

1) Authorship of Acts

(a) External Evidence
· Eusibius, History of the Church, 2,22; 3,4

· Origin, History of the Church, 6,25
(b) Internal Evidence 
· Same author as Luke (Cf. Acts 1:1-8 with Luke 1:1-4)

· Same classical Greek style as The Gospel of Luke

· Luke was a friend-companion of Paul, and a companion of Paul wrote Acts(Compare the "we" sections of Acts 16:10-17, 20:5-15, 21:1-18, 27--28 with Col. 4:14, 2 Tim. 4:11, Philemon, 24)

· Luke was a physician, and Acts reflects the style of a highly educated, historically sensitive person.

2) Date of Acts

· Acts covers the time from approximately 31 to 62 AD/CE;, written approximately 62-63 AD/CE.

· Acts does not mention the destruction of the Jewish Temple in 70 AD/CE.

· Acts does not mention Paul's death in approximately 67 AD/CE.

· The attitude of Rome toward Christianity was still neutral at time of writing, but in Nero's reign in 65 AD/CE, Rome began to be hostile.

3) Sources for Acts
Luke had access to the following people and sources to gather his data.
· Himself as an eyewitness (see "we" sections above); 

· Written letters from Jerusalem leads (Acts 15, esp. 15:22-31, 21:25); 

· Manean, brought up in Herod's house (Acts 13:1); 

· Philip the Evangelist (Acts 21:8, 6:1-6, 8:26-40); 

· Manson, a very old & early disciple (Acts 21:16);

· Paul ("we" sections); 

· James, the half-brother of Jesus (Acts 21:15-26, 15)

· Many others he may have interviewed (Luke 1:1-4)

4) Literary Structure of Acts

a) The "Geographical" structure:
· Acts 1:8: Overview of The Book of Acts

· Act 2-7: The "witness" in Jerusalem

· Acts 8: The "witness" in Samaria

· Acts 9-28: The "witness" in The (Gentile) World

b) The "growth" structure: The message of Jesus grew in

· Jerusalem, Acts 6:7 summarizes 2:1--6:6,

· Judea, Galilee and Samaria, 9:31 summarizes 6:8--9:30

· Antioch (Gentiles), 12:24 summarizes 9:32--12:23

· Galatia, Paul's First Missionary Trip, 16:5 summarizes 13--16:4

· Europe and Asia Minor , Paul's Second & Third Missionary Trip, 19:20 summarizes 16:6--19:19

· Rome, 28:31 summarizes the process described in 19:20--28:30.

5) Purposes of the Book o0f Acts
 Luke had a number of "reasons" for writing the Book of Acts

(a) Historical

· To continue the story of Jesus for Theophilus & others like him (Acts 1, Lk 1) so they might understand how Christianity began & spread.

(b) Apologetical-Political


· To demonstrate that Christianity was not a "political threat" to Rome, and that in fact the Roman government had provided protection to Christians during the many uprisings & disturbances recorded in Acts.

(c) Theological


· To reveal that the Holy Spirit was the dynamic planner & power behind the works of the Apostles & early Christians (1:5-8; 2; 4:8; 4:25; 4:31; 5:3-32; 6:3-5; 7:51-55; 8:15-39; 9:17; 9:31; 10:19; 10:33-47; 11:12-28; 13:2-4; 13:52; 15:8; 16:6-7; 19:1-6; 20:22-28; 21:4-11; 28:25)

(d)  Ecclesiological 


· "Ekklesia" is the Greek word for "congregation, church." Luke wrote so that his readers could know how the first church began, what they believed and what they did about their faith in the Messiah, Jesus (Acts 2:42)

(e) Doctrinal
(See next page)

· To reveal the message & beliefs of the early Apostolic Church. The sermons & teachings of the Apostles are recorded in Acts 2, 3, 4:8-12, 5:29-32, 7:1-53, 8:26-40, 10:34-48; 13:16-41; 14:15-18, 15, 16:29-34; 17:1-4; 17:10-12, 17:22- 34; 18:1-4; 19:1-10; 20:1-6; 20:7-12; 20:17-35; 22:1-21; 23:1-11; 24:10-21; 24:24-25; 26:1-30; 28:23-30.

(f) Biographical


· To record the examples of the Apostles & early Christians: Peter (1--11); Paul (8--28); Philip (6, 8); Stephen (7)

A Synthesis of Past Old Testament Chronologies as Prefaces to The Present New Testament Good News (Keregma) about Jesus Christ:

The Proclamations of Peter, Stephen and Paul in the Book of Acts
	Peter: To Israel (ca. 31 ad/ce, Acts 2)

	
	
	
	2:14-21

Review of Prophetic Prediction of Joel 2:28-32
	
	
	2:22

Review of Jesus’ Ministry
	2:23

Review of Jesus’ Death
	2:24-32

Review of Jesus’ Resurrection
	2:33-36

Review of Jesus’ 

40 Day

Resurrection

Ministry & Accension
	2:37-41

The Present Good News about Jesus

	Peter: To Israel (ca. 31 ad/ce, Acts 3)

	3:17-25

Review in reverse Chronological Order of Prophets to Abraham


	
	
	
	3:13-14 

Review of Jesus’ Death
	3:15-16

Review of Jesus’ Resurrection
	
	3:17-26

The Present Good News about Jesus

	Peter: To the Roman Gentiles (ca. 43-44 ad/ce, Acts 10)

	10:34-35

Review of God’s Impartial Treatment of the Nations from the Creation to the Time 

Prior to Jesus Christ


	10:36-37

Review of

John’s Ministry
	10:38-39a

Review of Jesus’ Ministry
	10:39b

Review of Jesus’ Death
	10:40

Review of Jesus’ Resurrection
	10:41-42

Review of Jesus’ 

40 Day

Resurrection

Ministry & Great Commission
	10:43-48

The Present Good News about Jesus

	Stephen: To Israel (ca. 34-35 ad/ce, Acts 7)

	7:1-44

Review of the Torah:

Abraham

Patriarchs

Joseph 

Moses


	7:45a

Review of 

Joshua
	
	7:45b-52a

Review of 

Kings

(David-Solomon)

&

The Prophets


	
	
	
	7:52b-53

Review of Jesus’ Death
	
	
	7:54-7:60

The Present Good News about Jesus

	Paul: To Israel, ca. 46 ad/ce, Acts 13)

	13:16-18

Review of the Torah: Genesis-Deut.

2165 BC/E-1405
	13:19

Review of 

Joshua

1405-1375 BC/E
	13:20

Review of 

Judges

1375-1050 BC/E
	13:21-22

Review of 

Kings, 

David

1050-400s BC/E

 
	13:23

Review of

Jesus’ Birth, a 

descendent of 

David

6-4 BC/E
	13:24-25

Review of

John’s Ministry

26 AD/CE
	13:26-27

Review of 

Jesus’ Ministry &

Rejection

26-30 AD/CE
	13:28-29

Review of Jesus’ Death

30 AD/CE
	13:30

Review of Jesus’ Resurrection

31 AD/CE
	13:31

Review of Jesus’ 

40 Day

Resurrection

Ministry & Great Commission


	13:32-41

The Present Good News about Jesus

	Paul: To the Greek Gentiles (ca. 51/52 ad/ce, Acts 17)

	17:22-29 (Cf. Acts 13:15, Romans 1:18—2:16)

A Review of God’s Revelations to the Gentile Nations via Creation and Conscience from the beginning of Humanity until the then Present


	17:30-31

The Present Good News about Jesus


[image: image25.wmf]The Ministry of the Holy Spirit in the Book of Acts

John 16:7-15, Acts 1:8

((((((( - dunamis - dynamite - "POWER"
Discover and record below your findings about the Holy Spirit in the Book of Acts
· 1:5-8

· 2:1-4

· 2:17-18

· 2:33-39

· 4:8

· 4:25

· 4:31

· 5:3-32

· 6:3-5

· 7:51-55

· 8:15-39

· 9:17

· 9:31


· 10:19

· 10:38-47

· 11:12-28

· 13:2-4

· 13:52

· 15:8

· 15:28

· 16:6-7

· 18:18--19:6

· 20:22-28

· 21:4-11

· 28:25

[image: image26.wmf]The Gift of The Holy Spirit
The Nature of Gifts

The Holy Spirit

Acts 2:38

Luke 11:9-13

Discover in the passages cited below what happens to people who open their personalities to and thus receive the "gift" of the Person of the Holy Spirit.

Acts 1:8


2 Corinthians 3:17-18

Acts 2:1-13, esp. 2:13


Ephesians 5:18

Acts 13:52


Galatians 5:22-23

Acts 7:51-55


1 Thessalonians 5:19

The Ministry and Baptism of the Holy Spirit 

(Historical Emphasis)

THE HISTORICAL PROMISES REGARDING THE HOLY SPIRIT
1) Joel 2:28-29 (either c. 840 BC/BCE or c. 500 BC/BCE)

2) John The Baptizer

· Matt. 3:11-12

· Mark 1:8

· Luke 3:16-17

· John 1:33-34

3) Jesus

· John 7:37-39

· Luke 24:49

· Acts 1:5-8

 HISTORICAL EXPERIENCES WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT
1) The Jews: Acts 2 (c. 33 AD/CE)

2) The Samaritans: Acts 8 (c. 35 AD/CE)

3) The Gentiles: Acts 10--11 (c. 40-41 AD/CE)

4) The Disciples of Apollos: Acts 18:18--19:7 (c. 52 AD/CE)

HISTORICAL EXPLANATIONS OF THE MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
1) Eph. 1:11-13

2) Gal. 3:1-5

3) Gal. 3:26--4:7

4) Rom. 5:5-8

5) Titus 3:4-7

6) 1 Cor. 12:13

HISTORICAL EVIDENCES OF THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
1) 1 Cor. 2:9-16

2) 1 Cor. 12:1-3

3) Romans 8:15-17

4) Gal. 5:22-26

5) 1 Thess. 4:1-8

6) Acts 1:5-8

7) 1 Cor. 12:4-11

The Ministry and Baptism of the Holy Spirit
(Etymological Emphasis)

Words used to describe the Ministry and Baptism of the Holy Spirit
The word Baptism is derived from the Greek word 

1) baptizo ((((((((), defined as " . . . dip, immerse, plunge, sink, drench . . ." 1, ". . . to dip in or under, to dye, dyed material, to immerse, to go under . . ." 2, " . . . a term used by textile workers referring to dyed materials." 3   

Other words used synonymously in the Bible with baptism when describing the work of the Holy Spirit are:

2) Enduo ((((((), used by Jesus at Luke 24:49 to refer to the then near future Pentecost experience of the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  Enduo means " . . . dress, clothe, put something on someone." 4
3) Pimplemi ((((((((() means " . . . fill, fulfill . . ." 5 and was used to describe the baptism of the Holy Spirit at Acts 2:4 and Acts 4:31.

4) 3) Shapak ((((), was used at Joel 2:28-29 and means " . . . pour, pour out . . . in both physical and metaphorical senses . . . [such as] . . . water, broth, dust, blood . . . [or] . . . wrath, heart, soul, God's Spirit." 6   The translators of the Hebrew Bible (Old Testament) into the Greek version (The Septuagint) translated the Hebrew word Shapak (((() by the Greek word below in # 5,


5) Ekcheo (((((() means, " . . . pour out . . ." 7 Ekcheo (((((() and was used synonymously with the ministry and baptism of the Holy Spirit in the following passages: Acts 2:17, Acts 2:18, Acts 2:33, Acts 10:45, Titus 3:4 and Romans 5:5.

6) Lambano (((((((() means, " . . . receive . . . ", 8 and was used interchangeably with the baptism of the Holy Spirit at Acts 2:33, Acts 2:38, Acts 10:47 and Acts 19:1-6.

7) Didomi (((((((), means " . . . give, grant, bestow, impart . . ." 9  and was used synonymously with the word baptism when referring to the work of the Holy Spirit at Acts 5:32 and Acts 11:17.

8) Epipipto ((((((((() means " . . . to fall or come upon . . . " 10  and was used synonymously with baptism to describe the work of the Holy Spirit at Acts 11:15. The prepositional part of this word (epi) was used at Acts 19:6 in association with the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 

9) Pleres ((((((() means " . . . full . . ." 11 and was a typical word used to describe the work of the Holy Spirit in passages such as Acts 6:3 and 7:55.  A cognate of pleres is
10) Pleroo ((((((() means " . . . fill, make full, complete . . ." 12  and was used to describe the ministry of the Holy Spirit at Acts 13:52 and Ephesians 5:18. 

A Conclusion on the Significance of the Words Used to Describe the Baptism of the Holy Spirit

Based on the above citations and definitions, it is very clear that Jesus, the Apostles and biblical authors used the terms baptism, clothe, fill, pour out,, receive, give, and fall upon as synonyms to refer to and describe the ministry of the Holy Spirit in the lives of those who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. There is no evidence that Jesus, the Apostles and Biblical authors viewed these terms as describing different phases or stages of their experiences with the Holy Spirit. Rather, the evidence is overwhelmingly in favor of the view that they used these terms synonymously.                       


Among Christians who open themselves to the Person and work of the Holy Spirit, some believe that Christians receive all of the Holy Spirit (actually, all of the Triune God; see John 14:15-24) at the time of regeneration by faith in Christ (Eph. 1:13-14, John 3:1-21, among others).  Other Christians make a distinction between the regeneration and initial reception of the Holy Spirit at the time of salvation and the subsequent Baptism of the Holy Spirit with power at the time of consecration. Despite these differences, what is common to both positions is that the Christian must yield or surrender to the Holy Spirit if the Christian is to experience the fullness and power of the Holy Spirit.  


One possible resolution of these different understandings of the work of the Holy Spirit is to avoid becoming excessively attached to particular terminology or phrases that describe the work of the Holy Spirit. Instead, Christians should open themselves completely in obedience to the supernatural Person and Work of the Holy Spirit for the glory of God and the promotion of the plans and purposes of the Lord Jesus Christ. As Christians yield to the Holy Spirit, they may experientially realize what appear to be new or unique manifestations of God in our lives. Actually, Christians receive all of the fullness of God initially and positionally when they receive Christ (Colossians 2:9-10). However, they only realize experientially the fullness they already had of God and the Holy Spirit as they progressively yield themselves in obedience to God 
      1Bauer, Arndt and Gingrich, A Greek-English Dictionary of The New Testament, 131 [cited hereafter as BAG]; 2A. Oepke, Theological Dictionary of The New Testament, V, 529-30; 3Moulton and Milligan, The Vocabulary of The New Testament, 103; 4BAG, 263; 5BAG, 633; 6H. J. Austel, Theological Dictionary of The Old Testament, II, 949-950; 7BAG, 246; 8BAG, 465-66; 9BAG, 191-92; 10BAG, 297; 11BAG, 675; 12BAG, 677. 

Paul: A Biographical Sketch

"I have appeared to you to appoint you as a minister and witness of what you have seen of me and what I will show you . . . 

I send you to the Gentiles, to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, 

so they may receive forgiveness of sinsand a place among those who are set apart by their faith in me".
Jesus the Messiah to Paul at Paul's conversion.  (Acts 26:16-17)

Paul the Apostle's obedience to this commission of Jesus was probably the greatest factor in establishing the claims of Jesus in the world at that time.

As preeminent evangelist, his proclamation of Jesus crucified and risen established groups of Christians throughout the Roman Empire.

As preeminent teacher of the Christian faith, Christians of all ages and cultures have had the opportunity to have their "eyes opened" to God's authoritative interpretation of the meaning of Jesus the Messiah; both who He is and what He can mean to those who place their faith in Him.

Below is a short biographical introduction to Paul, Apostle of Gentiles.

1) Saul: His Passion before his meeting with Jesus

(Acts 22:3; 26:4-5; Phil 3:3-6; Gal 1:13-14; Acts 8:1, ch. 9)
	Nationality
	Upbringing,

Education
	Attitude Toward God 

and God's Law
	Attitude Toward

Jesus and Christians

	
	
	
	


2) Paul: His Transformation by his meeting with Jesus

(Acts 9:1-30; 22:4-21; 26:6-23; Phil 3:7-16)
Note:  Acts contains three versions of Paul's meeting with Jesus, all containing information suitable for the particular audience or place in the narrative, all harmonious.)

Look for The Revelation, The Transformation and Paul’s Resolution

3) Paul’s Explanation of the Meaning of his Conversion

1 Timothy 1:12-17

The Life and Writings of Paul in Chronological Order

Specific Events and Passages



Major Life Divisions and Events



Dates

1) Paul's Foundation Era
" . . . He set me apart from my mother's womb . . ."  (Gal 1:15) 

1A) Pre-birth

1) Paul's Pre-birth calling (Gal 1:15)

1B) Birth 












1B) ca. 5 BC/E -5AD/CE


2) Born a Jew (Acts 22:3; Phil 3:5; Rom 11:1; 2 Cor 11:22)












3) Born in Tarsus  (Acts 22:3, 21:39, 26:4)

4) Born a Roman Citizen  (Acts 22:22-29, 23:26-30)

1C) Upbringing & Education










1C) ca. 5 BC/E-30 AD/CE
5) Raised in "Jewish" Home  (Phil 3:5)

6) Raised also in Jerusalem  (Acts 22:3; 26:4)

7) Educated by Gamaliel (Acts 22:3; see also Acts 5:33-42)

7a) Strictly by The Law (Acts 22:3)

7b) As a Pharisee (Acts 23:6-8, 26:5)

8) Considered himself blameless by The Law (Acts 23:1; Phil 3:6)

9) Zealous for God (Acts 22:3)

10) Surpassed his age group in status within Judaism (Gal 1:14)

2) Paul's Persecution Era ca. 31-35 AD/CE

" . . . I thought I had to do many things hostile to the name of Jesus . . ."(Acts 26:9)

2A) Paul's Persecution of Jesus and Early Christians






2A) 31-35 AD
11) Paul’s persecution of Jesus' Name  (Acts 26:9)

12) Paul’s persecution of Stephen  (Acts 7:1--8:1: see especially 7:58--8:1)

13) Paul’s persecution of Jesus' People (Acts 8:1-4, 9:1-2, 22:4-5, 26:10-11; Gal 1:13-14; I Cor. 15:9; Phil 3:6)

2B) Paul's Interpretation of his Persecution Era, written 67-68 AD/CE (I Tim 1:12-16)




2B) 67-68 AD

14a) His self-description: I Tim. 1:13a

14b) His stated motivation: I Tim.  1:13b (see also Lev.  24:10-16, Deut. 13:1-11, 17:2-7, 18:14-22)

14c) His interpretive illustration of that era for others benefits: I Tim. 1:14-16 (see also Luke 19:1-10)

3) Paul's Conversion and Commission Era: ca. 35AD

" . . . he is a chosen instrument of mine to bear my name to the Gentiles and Kings and the sons of Israel, and I will show him how much he must suffer for my name's sake." (Acts 9:15-16)

3A) The Revelation of Jesus to Paul
15) The Light (Acts 9:3, 22:6, 26:12-13, I Cor 9:1, I Cor. 15:1-8)

16) The Voice (Acts 9:4-6, 22:7-10, 26:14-18)

17) The Blindness (Acts 9:7-9, 22:11; see also 2 Cor. 4:1-6, I Tim 6:13-16)

3B) The Conversion of Paul
19) The preparation of Ananias (Acts 9:10-16)

20) The communication of Ananias to Paul (Acts 9:17, 22:12-16)

21) The formal conversion of Paul (Acts 9:18-19)

3C) A Summary of Paul's Commission from The Risen Lord, Jesus the Messiah: All Passages from the Book of Acts
	Paul’s Experience
	Paul’s Roles
	Paul’s Audience
	Paul’s Tasks
	Paul’s Cost

	· To know God's will (22:14)

· He saw Jesus

· He heard Jesus
	· A Chosen Instrument (9:15)

· A Minister (servant) (26:16)

· A Witness (9:15, 22:15)


	· Gentiles (9:15)

· Kings    (9:15)

· Israel   (9:15)

· All Mankind (22:15)
	· To carry Jesus’ Name (9:15)

· To open peoples eyes, 

· to turn them from Dark to Light and from Satan to God (26:18)

· to proclaim forgiveness, faith, sanctification, and inheritance to believers (26:18)

· to witness to all Humanity (22:15)


	· To suffer for the sake of Jesus and His Name(9:16)


4) Paul's Preparation Era

" . . . I did not immediately consult with flesh and blood . . ."

(Gal 1:16)

Approximate Dates (All AD/CE)

22) Paul’s first proclamations in Damascus  (Acts 9:20-22, 26:19) 











23) Paul’s escape from Damascus (Acts 9:23-25, 2 Cor 11:32-33) 

24) Paul in Arabia, and back to Damascus (Gal 1:15-17) 








24) 36

25) Paul’s first visit to Jerusalem (Acts 9:26-29, 22:17-21, Gal 1:16-20)







25) 38 

26) Paul’s silent years in Tarsus, Syria, Cilicia  (Gal 1:21-24) 








26) 38-43

5) Paul’s Proclamation Era

"I made it my ambition to proclaim the gospel where Christ was not already named."(Rom 15:20)
5A) In Antioch, ca. 43-45 ad/ce " . . . and they taught many people."  (Acts 11:26)
27) Paul’s Bible teaching in Antioch (Acts 11:11-26) 








27) 43 AD

28) Paul’s second visit to Jerusalem, for relief work (possible time; see 5c, #38 below for other possible time (Acts 11:27-30; Gal 2:1-10)
28) 43/44 AD

29) Paul returned to Antioch (Acts 12:25) 









29) 44-45 AD

5B) In Galatia: The First Mission, ca. 46-48 ad/ce.  " . . . He opened the Door of Faith to the Gentiles"  (Acts 14:27) 
30) Paul called by the Holy Spirit to Missions (Acts 13:1-3) 







30) 46AD

31) Paul In Cyprus (Acts 13:5-12)

32) Paul in Pisidian Antioch (Acts 13:13-52; 2 Tim 3:10-11)

33) Paul in Iconium (Acts 14:1-7; 2 Tim 3:10-11)

34) Paul in Lystra-Derbe (Acts 14:8-20, 2 Tim 3:10-11)

35) Paul followed up on the progress of the new GalatianChurches (Acts 14:21-25)





35) 48 AD

5C) In Jerusalem: The Jerusalem Council, ca. 49-50 ad/ce "Except you are circumcised . . . you cannot be saved." (Acts 15:1) 

36) Peter visited Antioch: The Debate between Peter and Paul (Acts 15:1-2; Gal 2:1-16)  





36) 48/49 AD

37) Paul wrote Galatians, either right before or right after The Jerusalem Council (Galatians) 




37) 48/49

38) The Jerusalem Council (Acts 15:3-29; possible time of Paul’s second visit to Jerusalem, Galatians 2:1-10)



38) 49/50 AD

39) The Jerusalem Council’s Report to Antioch (Acts 15:30-35)

40) Paul & Barnabas parted company while planning a follow-up trip to Galatia (Acts 15:36-41)

5D) In Greece: The second Mission, 49/50-52 ad/ce: "A vision appeared to Paul in the night of a Macedonian Man saying, ` Come over into Macedonia and help us.'" (Acts 16:9) 

41) Paul visited Galatia for a second check up on the Churches (Acts 16:1-5) 






41) 49/50 AD

42) Paul received a visionary call to Macedonia (Acts 16:6-10)

43) Paul planted the Philippian Church (Acts 16:11-40)

44) Paul planted the Thessalonian Church (Acts 17:1-9)

45) Paul planted the Berean Church (Acts 17:10-15) 








45) 51 AD

46) Paul proclaimed the Gospel in Athens (Acts 17:16-34)

47) Paul sent Timothy sent to comfort the Thessalonican Church (I Thessalonians 3:1-5)

48) Paul arrived in Corinth, was met by Timothy, and wrote I Thessalonians (Acts 18:1-3, I Thessalonians) 

50) Paul planted the Corinthian Church planted in 1 1/2 years (Acts 18:4-17) 






50) 51-52 AD

51) Paul wrote II Thessalonians (II Thessalonians) 








51) 51/52 AD

52) Paul visited for the first time in Ephesus, where he left Priscilla &Aquila (Acts 18:18-21) 

53) Paul returned to Antioch (Acts 18:22) 









53) 52-53 AD

5) Paul’s Proclamation Era, continued

5E) In Asia Minor: The Third Mission, 53-57 ad/ce " . . . and so all of Asia heard the message of the Lord Jesus.'  (Acts 19:10) 

54) Paul conducted a third follow-up visit to Galatia (Acts 18:23) 







54) 53 AD

55) Priscilla & Aquila converted Apollos (Acts 18:24-28) 


56) Paul's first 3 months in Ephesus (Acts 19:1-8)

57) Paul’s two-year ministry from Ephesus that reached all of Asia Minor with Jesus' message (Acts 19:9-20) 



57) 54-55 AD

58) Paul wrote I Corinthians from Ephesus (I Corinthians) 







58) 55 AD

59) Paul planned to visit Macedonia, Greece, Jerusalem and Rome (Acts 19:21-22)

60) The Riot in Ephesus; Paul left Ephesus (Acts 19:23--20:1)

61) Paul visited Macedonia to collect money for poor Jerusalem believers, and there wrote 2 Corinthians (Acts 20:2, 2 Corinthians) 

61) 55 AD

62) Paul’s 3 month follow up ministry in Greece, and while in Corinth he wrote Romans (Acts 20:3-5, Romans) 


62) 57 AD

63) Paul’s 7 days in Troas (Acts 20:6-12)

5F) To Jerusalem: "I am ready to also die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus"  (Acts 21:13)
64) On the way to Jerusalem with money he had collected, Paul met with the Ephesian leaders (Acts 20:13-38) 



64) 57 AD

65) Paul journeyed to Jerusalem, and was warned by Agabus about the persecution to come (Acts 21:1-16)

66) Paul's Testimony to the Sons of Israel (Acts 21:27--22:30)

67) Paul's Testimony to Leaders of Israel (Acts 23:1-10) 

68) Paul’s Defense to Rulers: Felix. Felix kept Paul in imprisonment for two years in Caesarea (Acts 23:11--24:27) 


65) AD57-59

69) Paul's Defense to Rulers: Festus, which ended with Paul's appeal to Caesar (Acts 25:1-12)

70) Paul's Defense to Kings: Agrippa (Acts 25:13--26:32)

5G) To Rome "The following night the Lord stood near Paul and said, `Take Courage!  As you have testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.'" (Acts23:11)

71) Paul journeyed to Rome (Acts 27:1--28:15) 59-60 AD

72) Paul’s first testimony to the Roman Jews (Acts 28:16-29)

73) Paul’s two-year imprisonment in Rome, during which Paul wrote Ephesians, Colossians-Philemon and Philippians (Acts 28:30-31) 73) 
60-62 AD

5H) To Jesus: " the time has come for my departure. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  Now there is for me the Crown of Righteousness." (2 Tim 4:7-8)
74) Paul was released from prison, visited Macedonia and left Timothy to Pastor in Ephesus.  




74) 62 AD

75) Paul wrote I Timothy to help Timothy in his pastoral work in Ephesus (I Timothy)

76) Paul returned toAsia Minor, and, the had a mission in Spain according to Clement (Clement, To the Corinthians; Rom 15:20-29) 

76) 62-67AD

77) Paul visited Crete, where Titus was left to work. Shortly afterward, Paul wrote Titus (Titus)

78) Following a return trip to Greece, Paul was again arrested and taken to Rome, where he wrote 2 Timothy. 



78) 67/68


79) Paul was executed (beheaded) by Nero (Eusibius, History of the Church, 2, 25) 





79) 67-68 AD

A Summary of the Missionary Work of the Apostle Paul
1) PAUL'S 1ST MISSION TRIP

(48-49 A.D., Acts 13--14)  

· Main Achievement: The "Door of Faith" was opened to the Gentiles and various churches were planted and established in the regions of Pamphylia and Galatia.

2) PAUL'S 2ND MISSION TRIP

(50-52 A.D., Acts 15:35--18:22)

· Main Achievement: The first proclamation of Jesus Christ in Europe, and the planting & establishing of churches in Philipi, Thessalonica and Corinth, Greece..

3) PAUL'S 3RD MISSION TRIP
(53-57 A.D., Acts 18:23--21:16)  

· Main Achievement: Paul confirmed the Galatian churches in the true Christian faith, planted and established the Ephesian church, and through the explosion of the Ephesian Christians & Paul's ministry there, "all of Asia heard the word of the Lord."  Paul then confirmed and straightened out the Corinthian church, and completed his mission of raising funds for the poor Jerusalem Christians from the Gentile Christians.  He then delivered the funds to the Christians in Jerusalem as a sign of Jewish-Gentile Christian unity.

4) PAUL'S TRIP TO ROME
(57-62 A.D., Acts 21:13-28)  

· Main Achievement: Paul was arrested in Jerusalem by his enemies and had to appeal eventually to Caesar & Roman justice to save his life.  God used these trials to allow Paul to proclaim Jesus Christ and His good news to the leaders of Rome & various Jewish leaders. He also used his time in jail to write many of his letters, which today are part of the Newer Testament

What Cost did Paul have to pay to fulfill his commission from Jesus?

 2 Corinthians 11:23--13:10

[image: image27.wmf]
Paul's Exemplary Ambition

"So, from Jerusalem all the way around to Illyricum, I have fully proclaimed the Gospel of Christ.

It has always been my ambition to proclaim the Gospel where Christ was not known,

so that I would not be building on someone else's foundation.

Rather, as it is written:` Those who were not told about him will see, and those who have not heard will understand.'"

(Romans 15:19-21)

The Letters of Paul Apostle, Evangelist and Teaching of the Nations (Gentiles)

All dates are approximate and AD/CE.

	Letters
	Dates
	Main Themes of Paul’s Letters

	Galatians
	49-50
	Soteriology (Teaching on Salvation)

Salvation is by faith alone in Jesus and not by works of any kind (1-4). The Holy Spirit’s  work in those who believe in Jesus (5-6)



	1 & 2 Thessalonians
	51 52
	Eschatology (Teaching on the Last Days).  

The Return of Jesus, the anti-christ and the end of human history.



	1Corinthians
	55
	Soteriology  

Paul deals with Problems  about "philosophy", sexual life of Christians, abuse of liberty, spiritual gifts and love, 

and true and false teaching on the resurrection.



	2Corinthians
	55
	Soteriology:  

Paul defended and explained his ministry against the messengers of Satan, the false apostles; teaching on financial giving .



	Romans
	57
	Soteriology:  Paul’s Masterpiece and most important Letter

Violation: Why we need God's salvation (1—3);  Justification: How we can obtain God's salvation in Jesus (4—5) 

Sanctification: How we can experience God's salvation in Jesus from sin by the power of the Holy Spirit; 

Election and Volition: God and mankind's role in salvation with special attention to the nation of Israel (9-11)

Consecration: Practical advice on living the Christian lifestyle.(12-16)



	Ephesians
	60-61
	Christology: (Teaching about Christ).  

Sitting with Christ (1-3). Striding (Walking) with Christ (4-5). Standing with Christ against Satan (6)



	Colossians
	60-61
	Christology: The Preeminance of The Person and Work of Christ

 on behalf of those who have accepted Him; How to experience a Resurrection Lifestyle



	Philemon
	60-61
	Christology:  A personal letter from Paul to Philemon his friend about Philemon's slave Onesimus 

that symbolizes Christ's work to set Christians free from slavery to sin.



	Philippians
	61-62
	Christology:  A "missionary thank you" letter to the Philippian church for their financial support of Paul's mission, which also stresses the Humility and Exaltation of Jesus and the Joy Christians can experience in their relationship with Jesus.



	1Timothy

Titus

2 Timothy
	63-65

65

66-67
	Pastoral: (Advice to pastors and church leaders). 

 Paul's advice to his disciple Timothy on how to lead a true Christian church into maturity; also teaching on false teachers, false doctrines and false churches, and how to discern a "true" church and a "false" church.  Titus, also a co-worker of Paul, is given much the same advice.  

2 Timothy is probably Paul's last writing, just before his execution in 67/68. 

2 Timothy it is encouragement to a young and struggling Pastor to remain faithful to the true and "orthodox" Christian faith and to preach this faith even in the midst of false teachers, teachings and apostasy (turning away from the Christian faith).




The Enduring Example of the Apostle Paul

"Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ." (I Corinthians 11:1)

Example #1: Philippians 3:7-10
· His Goals

(a) 3:7

(b) 3:8

(c) 3:9

(d) 3:10

· The Cost

(a) 3:7

(b) 3:8

(c) 3:9

(d) 3:10

Example #2: Romans 15:20-21, I Corinthians 9:19-27
His Goals, and the Cost Paul paid To reach them

(a) 15:20-21

(b) 9:19

(c) 9:20

(d) 9:21

(e) 9:22

(f) 9:23

(g) 9:24-27

The Peoples of the World
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In this half of the world there is:


2.4 billion people


7,000 people groups

[image: image29.wmf]
59,100 missionaries

In this box of the world, there is

2.6 billion people

17,000 people groups

9,200 missionaries

The Caleb Declaration

By the grace of God and for His glory, I commit my entire life to obeying His commission of Matthew 28:18-20, Wherever and however He leads me, giving priority to the peoples currently beyond reach of the Gospel

(Romans 15:20-21)

I will also attempt to fulfill the following:

1) I will go to another culture or stay in this one, depending on the Lord's leading.

2) I will share my vision with other Christians, recognizing that my local church and campus student groups are the obvious places for me to begin.

3) As others grow in commitment to Christ's global cause, I trust that three of them sign the Caleb Declaration.

4) To help me follow through with my commitment, I will send in monthly reports for one year, and then until I no longer need them.  So that my obedience can encourage others, I will continue to Inform Caleb Project of my activities as they relate to Christ's global cause.

Signed                                                                              
Date                                            
Caleb Project - P.O. Box 40455 - Pasadena, CA  91104 - (818) 398-2121

Check one response only:

· I have signed the Caleb Declaration.  Please get me started in your accountability network.

· Before signing the Caleb Declaration, please answer the following question:                                         
                                                                                                                                        
· Before signing the Caleb Declaration, I would like to learn more about how I can be involved in world evangelization.  Please send me more information.

Please Print:

Name                                                                                                Date                                     
Address                                                                                                                                        
City                                                                         State               Zip             Phone                     
· Cut and keep the Caleb Declaration in a prominent place as a reminder of your commitment.  Send the bottom portion to:
Caleb Project - P.O. Box 40455 - Pasadena, CA  91104

The New Testament Letters: Purposes and Themes (Acts 2:42)
Purposes 

1) Interpretation and Education: The Letters tell us what we should Believe (Orthodoxy)

2) Application and Edification: The Letters tell us what we should Do and Practice (Orthopraxis)

Themes
1) The Return of Jesus (2 Thess. 2:1-12)

2) The Salvation of Jesus (Gal 1:6-9, 3:10-14, 3:26-29)

3) The Preeminence of Jesus (Col. 2:6-15)

4) The Pastors of Jesus (I Tim. 3:14-16; 2 Tim 2:1-7)

5) The Truth of Jesus (I John 1:1-4, 2:26-27, Jude 3--4)

6) The Works of Jesus (James 1:22-25)

7) The Victory of Jesus (Revelation 1:1-3, 1:19, 21:1-5)

	Romans:

God’s Ultimate Plan of Salvation

Now to God, who is able to establish you according to my Gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ

(according to the revelation of The Mystery, which has been kept secret for long ages past 

but now is manifested by the Scriptures of the Prophets according to the commandment of the Eternal God 

for the obedience of faith among all nations)

To the only Wise God through Jesus Christ, be the glory forever (Rom. 16:25-27)



	“. . ..God gave them over to . . .

(
Idolatry

(1:18-23)


	Jesus Christ The Savior

“God gave Him over to death for our sins,

but He was raised for ourr

Justification (
4:25
	                Glorification

                            (8:18-39)

	[image: image30.wmf]Immorality

(1:24-27)


	
	Sanctification

(Chpts. 6--8, 12--15)

	                            Depravity                        

                             (1:28-32)


	
	Justification

(3:21--5:21)


Paul’s Letter to the Romans: God’s Good News

The Purpose of Romans: God’s Gospel (1:1)

Definition

The Promise of God's Gospel (1:2)

The Person of God's Gospel (1:3-4)
· 1:3 

· Cf. 2 Sam. 7 

· Psalm 89

· Matthew 1

· 1:4

The Power of God's Gospel (1:16-17)
· 1:16

· 1:17

In Christian History

· Augustine

· Luther

· Wesley

The Presentation of God's Gospel in Paul’s Letter to the Romans

· Violation: Why We Need God's Salvation in Jesus Christ (1:18--3:20)

· Justification: How God Makes People Right with God through Jesus Christ (3:21--5:21)

· Sanctification: How God Sets People Free From Sin Through Jesus Christ (6:1--8:17)

· Glorification: God's Ultimate Destiny for Believers in Jesus Christ (8:18--8:39)

· Consummation: God's Ultimate Plan to Save Jews and Gentiles (9-11) 
· Consecration: The Logical Response to God's Good News  (12—16)
REVELATION FOUR MAIN WAYS THAT GOD COMMUNICATES WITH US

	CREATION


	CONSCIENCE


	CANON (THE BIBLE)


	CHRIST
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Romans 1:18-32

Genesis 1--2

Psalm 19:1-11


	Romans 2:1-16

Psalm 19:12-14


	Romans 2:17--3:20

Psalm 19:7-11

Psalm 119

Luke 24

2 Timothy 3:14--4:4

2 Peter 1:19-21


	Romans 3:21-27

John 1:1-18

Hebrews 1




Hamartia (((((((()

Violation-Rebellion-Transgression-Sin

Why Humanity Needs God’s Salvation in Jesus the Messiah

(Romans 1:18--3:20)
Reason 1 (Rom 1:19-32)
A) 1:19-20:  Revelation of God in                              
B) 1:21-23:  Response(s) to God's Revelation                              
1) v. 21-22

2) v. 28

C) 1:24-32:  Results of Rejecting God’s Revelation                               
1) v. 24-25

2) v. 26-27

3) v. 28-32

D) 4:25: God's "Other Response” To Humanities Rejection of God

Why Humanity Needs God’s Salvation in Jesus The Messiah, continued

Reason 2 - (Rom. 2:1-16)

A) 2:14-15:  God's Revelation in                                                                                             
B) Humanities Response to God’s Revelation 

1) v. 2:1

2) v. 2:3

3) v. 2:8-9

C) Results of Rejecting God’s Revelation in                                                                 

(The Standards of God’s Judgements)

1) v. 2:2

2) v. 2:5

3) v.  2:6

4) v. 2:11

5) v. 2:12

6) v. 2:16

· Question: What is Jesus doing in Matthew 27:46?

Why Humanity Needs God’s Salvation in Jesus The Messiah, continued

Reason 3 (Rom. 2:17--3:20)

A Short Historical Review of Israel's History in Light of Romans 2:17-20

a) 2:20-29:  Paul's Accusation(s) Against The Jews (Cf. Chart)

b) 3:1-3:18: Paul's Evidence for The Accusation(s)

c) 3:19-20: Paul's Conclusionary Verdict on Both Jews & Gentiles

The Character and True Purposes of God’s Law1
Introduction:  The Confusion about God's Law

1) The Character of God's Law

· Romans 7:12: 

Romans 7:14

2) The True Purposes of God's Law

a) God's Law Reveals                          
· Romans 3:20

· Romans 7:7

· Romans 7:7

b) God's Law Activates                          
· Romans 4:15

· Romans 7:5

· Romans 7:8-11

c) God's Law Leads Us To                          
· Romans 10:4

· Romans 10:9-13

· Galatians 3:15-29 (esp. 3:24)


1Serious Bible students can find expositions of and about the Law of God in the following:

Exodus 19--24; The Entire Book of Deuteronomy; Psalm 19; Psalm 119; 2 Chronicles 34--35; 2 Kings 22-23.

Justification:

God’s Solution to Humanities Guilt before God

(Romans 3:21-32)

1) The Basis of Justification: The Work of Jesus Christ on the Cross

3:25: Propitiation: A Religious Term

3:24: Redemption: An Economic Term

3:24: Justification: A Legal Term

2) The Experience of Justification: Two Possible Responses to Christ’s Work on the Cross

(a) What prevents some people from experiencing justification before God?

· 3:21                                                    
· 3:27                                                    
· 3:28                                                    
(b)  What enables some people to experience justification before God?

· 3:22a

· 3:22b

· 3:25

· 3:26

· 3:27

· 3:28

· 3:30a

· 3:30b

· 3:32

Thought Questions:

If (unfortunately) you should die this evening and while standing before God, God asked you 

"Why should I allow you to enjoy my presence in heaven," What would your answer be?

Definitions of Theological Terms used in Romans 3:21-31

1) Propitiation (TEV "sacrificial death" 3:25)

· Definition: The satisfaction of the requirements of God's holy nature through the death of Jesus, who bore our sins in His body on the cross. Because Jesus satisfied God's holy nature by dying in our place, God's holiness remains uncompromised while God offers us full forgiveness for our sins.

· Illustration:  The OT sacrificial system of sinners, sacrificial lambs and priests.

· Confirmation:  Leviticus 1; 4; 17; Isaiah 53; Hebrews 7--10; John 1:29; 1 John 1:5--2:2

 2) Redemption (TEV "sets them free" 3:24)

· Definition:  The act of Jesus Christ by which He purchases those who believe in Him from slavery to sin by the price of His life's blood.

· Illustration:  The purchase and subsequent release into freedom of a slave.

· Confirmation:  Mark 10:45; I Peter 1:18-21; Philemon; Revelation 1:5-6; Rev. 5

3) Justification (TEV "put right" 3:24-26)

· Definition:  Being declared righteous and free of the guilt of sin by the righteous God because Christ assumed our sin and its' consequences (spiritual and physical death).

· Illustration:  A judge who assumes the penalty for your illegality, and by doing so, is justly free to declare you justified (free from guilt and thus, righteous).

· Confirmation:  Galatians 2--5; Romans 4--5

4) Faith

The above benefits of Christ's work on the cross become realized and experienced by people the moment they place faith in the death and resurrection of Christ. as payment for their sins.

· Definition: Faith is:

1) Conscious Response to God's call to believe in and personally receive Jesus as Lord and Savior (and)

2) Conscious Reliance on the sufficiency of Christ's death to save us from the consequences of our sin (and)

3) Conscious Rest in the merits of Christ's death and that alone (without good works of any kind) to ultimately make us acceptable to God.

· Confirmation:  Galatians 2--5; Romans 4--5; Hebrews 11; Philippians 3

5) Grace

· Definition:  God's undeserved and unmerited favor that God shows  to us by providing us with 

· The Lord & Savior Jesus Christ, Who is sufficient to satisfy our every and deepest needs.

· Confirmation:  Ephesians 1--2; Romans 5

Abraham: The Classic Example of Justification by Faith

In Romans 3:21-31, Paul explained the Basis of Justification, the death of Jesus Christ on the cross. Christ's death was and is a "propitiation" and "redemption" for our sins. According to Paul, people are "Justified" (not guilty and righteous in God's eyes) when they believe in the death and resurrection of Christ. Some people through the centuries have found this teaching of justification by faith alone hard to grasp. Others say it makes "salvation too easy", or that it is "unfair." Some even called Paul a "heretic" and discounted his teaching.  
Where did Paul obtain the idea that God justifies us, not by good works, but by faith, and faith alone, in the death and resurrection of Christ? Paul discovered the Biblical basis for the doctrine of Justification by Faith alone in Abraham's life story.
1) The Means of Abraham’s' Justification (Romans 4:1-5)
· How was Abraham Justified before God?  


Rom. 4:1-3 


Genesis 15:1-6

· How does this teaching apply to us today? 


Rom. 4:4-5

2) The Time of Abraham's Justification (Romans 4:9-17)

Before                                                                                                                      Romans 4:9-12, Genesis 17

Before                                                                                                                      Romans 4:13-17, Galatians 3:15-25

· How does this teaching apply to us today?


Romans 4:11


Romans 4:16

	3) The Meaning of Abraham's Justification for Those Who Place Faith In Jesus Christ 

(Romans 4:18-25)

	Abraham believed that life would come from

The womb of death, 4:18-21



	Some people believe that Life came from

The                                                 of Death, 4:24



	The result of Abraham's faith that life would

come from this womb of death was

_________________________________________4:22


	The result of some people's faith that Life came from

 The                                             of Death is

_______________________________________4:23-24




The Hebrew word used here for "believe" is AMAN, from which we obtain "AMEN", or "SO BE IT".

It means "certainty, firmness" in contrast to merely "hopefully true, but not certain."  (TWOT, v. I, 51).

The Hebrew word for "counted" is HASHAB, a "bookkeeping" term meaning "to impute" (TWOT, v. I, 329-330).

Thus, when Abraham said in his heart "AMEN" (I BELIEVE) to God's promise, God as it were wrote "RIGHTEOUS"
next to Abraham's name in “God’s Book” much like a bookkeeper or accountant would write "Paid" next to a debtor's name.

This is the essence of the doctrine of JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH ALONE.   One can experience justification before God when one says, 

"I BELIEVE" in the DEATH & RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST
	.
What Does It Really Mean to "Believe" in God and Jesus?

Abraham is an example of true faith, because his faith showed itself in action.

Abraham demonstrated faith in God by three big events in his life.

(Romans 4, Hebrews 11:8-12 and 11:17-19)

	Personal Notes:

Genesis 12:1-5

Hebrews 11:8-10


	He obeyed and went where God told him to go, 

although Abraham did not know where he was going.

	Genesis 15:1-6

Hebrews 11:11-12

Romans 4



	He believed (relied upon, trusted) God 

when God said he would have children, 

even though Abraham was 100 and Sarah was 90.  

For this God considered him righteous.



	Genesis 22:1-19

Hebrews 11:17-19


	He offered Isaac to God, 

Believing that God would raise him from the dead 

to fulfill God's promises.

	The point of Romans 4 is this: -- 

God declares a man or woman to be right with God based on trust or faith in Jesus alone.  

Good works do not save anyone, only faith in Jesus can save people.  

However, the faith that saves is not just head knowledge, but leads us to action based on faith.  

True Faith leads to a life response of obedience to God, shown in Abraham's life. This is true saving faith.




The Blessings of Being Justified by Faith Alone in Jesus Christ

(Romans 5:1-11)
Whenever anyone places faith (trust, reliance) in the Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ

as payment for their sins,

that person is not only declared to be "righteous" by God,

but is also given many other "blessings" by God & Christ.

Discover in the passages below the many blessings of being Justified by Faith in The Lord Jesus Christ.

· 5:1

· 5:2a

· 5:2b

· 5:3-4

· 5:5-8

· 5:9

· 5:10-11

· Ephesians 1:3

	A Christocentric View of the Fall of Humanity

Romans 5:12-21 & 1 Corinthians 15:45-49

	Adam
	Jesus Christ

	· 5:12-14


	· 5:15

	· 5:16


	

	· 5:17


	

	· 5:18


	

	· 5:19


	

	· 5:21


	

	· 15:45


	

	· 15:47


	

	· 15:48


	

	· 15:49


	

	One Current Application of The Fall:  James 4:7

	What We Should Do

1)

2)

· Result?


	What we Could and Often Do

1)

2)

· Result?




[image: image35.wmf]The Four Laws of Spiritual Life
The theme of Romans 6-8 is Sanctification

(The process by which we become increasingly free from sin and progressively more like Jesus).
Romans 6 informs those who have believed in Jesus that they have become united or one with Christ by faith.

Upon that foundation, Paul teaches in Romans 7-8 how the Four Laws of Spiritual Life affect Christians.

· Law 1: The Law of                                              (Romans 7:1-14)

· How long does it have Authority or Power over people?  7:1-6

· What does this law reveal?  7:7-11

· Law 2: The Law of                                              (Romans 7:15-23)

· Where if this law Found?  7:17-23

· What does this law do?  7:15-23; esp. v. 23

· Law 3: The Law of                                              (Romans 7:21-25)

· What does this Law do?
· 7:21

· 7:22

· 7:23

· 7:25

· Law 4: The Law of                                                     (Romans 8:1-17)

· What does this Law do for us?
· 8:1-2

· 8:4

· 8:5

· 8:6

· 8:9

· 8:11

· 8:14

· 8:15

· How should we respond to this Law?

· 8:16

· 8:4

· 8:12-13

Our Union with Christ: The Basis of Sanctification
Romans 6 serves two big functions.  

· The first is to answer the question, "If am not saved by my works but only by faith in Jesus Christ,                    why should I bother to be good?"  

· Secondly, Romans 6 teaches those who have already believed in Christ how Christ has set them free from sin,   and what they must now do to realize that freedom from sin.

Question 1 (6:1)

Answer 1 (6:2)

Explanation 1 (6:3-10) Key Words: "With Him"

· 6:3 "with Him we

· 6:4 "with Him we

· 6:5 "with Him we

· 6:6 "with Him we

· 6:8 "with Him we

Application 1 (6:11-14) Since we have become One with Christ in His death and resurrection, we should

· 6:11

· 6:12

· 6:13

Question 2 (Rom 6:15)

Answer 2 (Rom 6:16)

Explanation (Rom 6:17-23): Key words "Slavery, Freedom"

· Rom 6:17-18

· Rom 6:19

· Rom 6:20

· Rom 6:22

Application 2 (6:19): Since Christ has set those who believe in Him free from sin, they should, 

Glorification: The Consummation of God's Salvation in Messiah Jesus

(Romans 8:17-39)

1) The Definition of Glorification
· 8:29

· 8:19

· 8:21

· 8:23

2) The Future Anticipation of Glorification: The 3 Groanings
1) 8:21-22

2) 8:23-24

3) 8:26-27

3) The Past Determinations of God that Ensure Glorification: The 5 Sovereign Acts of God

1) 8:29

2) 8:29

3) 8:30

4) 8:30

5) 8:30

4) The Present Implications of Glorification: The 4 Questions and Answers
1) 8:31-32:Opposition?

2) 8:33: Accusation?

3) 8:34: Condemnation?

4) 8:35-39: Separation?

THE SOVEREIGN GOD OF THE BIBLE
Because from Him and through Him and for Him are all things.
To Him is the glory for eternity.  Amen  (Romans 11:36)

	[image: image36.wmf]
Eternity Past

(
	The Dimension of Time


	Eternity Future

(

	Foreknew 

(Romans 8:29)

· Romans 11:2

· 1 Peter 1:2

· 1 Peter 1:20

· Acts 2:23

Predetermined 

(Rom. 8:29-30)

· Eph. 1:5

· Eph. 1:11

· 1 Cor. 2:7

· Acts 4:28


	Called

(Romans 8:30)
· Rom. 9:11

· Rom. 9:24-26

· Rom. 11:29

· Eph. 1:18

· Eph. 4:1-4

· 1 Cor. 1:18-31

· 2 Thess. 2:13-17

· 2 Pet. 1:3-10

Justified 

(Romans 8:30)

· Rom. 3:19--5:21

· Gal. 1—4


	Glorified 

(Romans 8:30)

· Romans 8:17-30

· John 17

· 2 Cor. 3

· Eph. 5:25-27

· Phil. 3:20-21

· Col. 1:26-27

· Col. 3:1-4

· 2 Thess. 2:13-14

· 1 Peter 5:1-4

· Revelation 21




How can we ever hope to reconcile the apparent contradiction of two clear Biblical truths,

(referred to by theologians as an antinomy)

1) The Sovereignty of God and 2) the Volitional Ability and Responsibility of Humans?  Here are five suggestions.

1.  Biblically, study Romans 9--11 and learn how Paul resolved the apparent contradiction of these two truths.  

Compare especially Rom. 9:11-16, 10:9-13 and 11:36.  

Look at these passages in light of Jesus' teaching at Matt. 11:25-30 and John 6.

2.  Philosophically, learn from John Milton, Paradise Lost, Book II, and Lines 557-561.

3.  Intellectually, learn from Clint Eastwood: A man [person] has to learn his limitations.

4.  Practically, learn from Abraham Lincoln:  

I pray as if everything depended on God and I act as if everything depended on me.

5.  Worshipfully, acknowledge with Paul (Romans 11:33):

O the depth of the riches of the Wisdom and Knowledge of God!

How unsearchable are the Judgements of God. How untraceable are God's ways.

THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD AND HUMAN RESPONSIBILITY:

The Case Study of Pharaoh

[image: image37.wmf]
	Pharaoh's Choices To Harden His Heart

Exodus
1:8-22

2:15

3:9

3:18-20, esp. 3:19

5:1-21

7:13

7:14

7:22

8:14

8:19

8:32

9:7

9:34-35

10:3-11

13:15

14:5-7

14:23-25:  The Final Choice

	God's Confirmation of Pharaoh's Choices

Exodus
7:1-3

9:12

10:1-2

10:20-28

14:1-4

14:8

14:26:  The Final Confirmation



The Rationale for This Process

Exodus 9:13-17

Exodus 11:9-10

Romans 9, esp. 9:17-18 

God, Israel, The Nations & The Good News of Jesus Christ

Romans9--11

· The Question: Romans 9:1-6

· The Answers (Below)

1) The Person of God: S                                           11:33-35 (11:36)
2) The Provision of God: S

	God's Sovereignty & Salvation
	Human Responsibility & Salvation

	· 9:6-9 (9:8)

· 9:10-13 (9:11)

· 9:14-18 (9:16)

· 9:19-23 (9:21)

· 11:1-6 (11:5-6)


	· 10:9

· 10:10

· 10:11

· 10:12

· 10:13




3) The Plans of God: S
· The Illustration (11:11-24) 

· The Explanation (11:25-32): 

	[image: image38.wmf]Israel:  Past, Present & Future



	Jesus


	Paul

	1) Removal

Mt. 21:1-17 "Donkey"

Mt. 21:33-41 "Vineyard" (Isa. 5)

Mt. 21:43   R                                         


	Romans 11:25a:  "Mystery"
H                                            

	2) Retribution
Lk. 19:35-44

Lk. 21:20-24 "until"

Mt. 23:34-39 "until"



	3) Repentance
Lk. 24:44-47

Mt. 24:14

Lk. 21:24 "until"


	Romans 11:25b:  "until"

	4) Renewal
Mt. 19:28

Lk. 21:24

	Rom. 11:26:  Salvation
Rom. 11:12

Rom. 11:15

Rom. 11:23




	[image: image39.wmf]ATTITUDES

Paul taught Gentile Christians to have toward Jewish people.
 

	Citations are from Romans 9, 10, and 11, which should be read in context.

	1) 9:1-3


	

	2) 10:1-4


	

	3) 11:1


	

	4) 11:11


	

	5) 11:12


	

	6) 11:15


	

	7) 11:17-18


	

	8) 11:19-21


	

	9) 11:22


	

	10) 11:23-24


	

	11) 11:28-29


	


Conclusion?

	[image: image40.wmf]CONSECRATION: THE MAJOR KEY TO REALIZING THE WILL AND GIFTS OF GOD


[image: image41.wmf]
1) CONSECRATION (Romans 12:1) 

(Cp. Leviticus 21:17-24,22:18-25, Deut. 15:19-21 & Malachi 1:6-14 for Sacrifice Standards of God)

(a) What should we present?

(b) To Whom do we present?

(c) Why should we present?

(d) How should we present?

(e) When should we present?
                                                                    

[image: image42.wmf]
2) TRANSFORMATION (Romans 12:2a-b) 

(a) The Enemy:
                                                                    

Rom. 12:2 


Cor 4:4


I John 2:15-17

(b) The Means:                                                                     

Rom 1:28


Rom. 12:2b


Eph 4:17-24

[image: image43.wmf]
2 Cor 3:18

3) REALIZATION (Romans 12:2--15:13) 
(a) The First Realization: (Romans 12:2b)

(b) The Second Realization (Romans 12:3)

(c) The Third Realization: The Realization of Spiritual Gifts

1. Romans 12:3b


                                                 

2. Romans 12:4



                                                 

3. Romans 12:5



                                                 

4. Romans 12:6a


                                                  

5. Romans 12:6b


                                                 

6. Romans 12:8b


                                                 

7. Romans 12:8c


                                                  

8. Romans 12:8d
                         

	The Ultimate Will Of God:

That Which Is Good, Pleasing & Complete

	Level 3:  Consecration

Romans 12:1-2



	Level 2:  Sanctification

1 Thessalonians 4:3-8 & 5:16-24



	Level 1:  Salvation

John 5:29-40



	Major Means By Which The Will Of God Is Realized

2 Timothy 3:15-17

Ephesians 5:18

Romans 12:1-2

Hebrews 13:17

I Corinthians 12:14-29




	Realizing The Will of God: 

The Result of Consecration and the Subsequent Renewing of the Mind

(An Overview of Romans 12:3--15:21)


	1) 12:3-8:  God's Will & Self-View



	2) 12:9-16:  God's Will & Others



	3) 12:17-21:  God's Will & Evil



	4) 13:1-7:  God's Will & Government



	5) 13:8-10:  God's Will & Love



	6) 13:11-14:  God's Will & The Second Coming of Christ



	7) 14:1-15:13:  God's Will & Debatable Things



	8) 15:14-21:  God's Will & Evangelism




	Title Deed To My Life

I urge you therefore, brothers & sisters, in view of the mercies of God,

to present your bodies as a living, holy & acceptable sacrifice to God,

which is your reasonable form of worship.

Do not be conformed to this age,

but be transformed by the renewing of your minds

in order that you may be able to discern 

the good & pleasing & completely realized Will of God.

Romans 12:1-2

In View Of The Mercies Of God

 Revealed To Me In Jesus Christ,

Namely,

Justification, Sanctification & Glorification,

I Hereby On This Day Of_______________                        
Present Once & For All

My Entire Life To God

As A Living & Holy Sacrifice

For The Purpose of Realizing The Will Of God.

Signature ____________________________



The Christian’s Responsibilities to Government in the New Testament Letters

Jesus’ answer to a "trick" question about taxes and government was, "Give to Caesar what is Caesar's, and to God what is God's" (Matthew 22:15-22) 

However, in that context Jesus did not specifically define the total extent of what is to be given to Caesar. 

Jesus gave the task of defining a disciple’s obligation to government to His apostles, 

to whom He promised the supernatural inspiration of the Holy Spirit (John 14:26, 15:26-27, 16:7-15, I Cor. 2:12-16, among others.).

	
	Romans 13:1-7 

(Cf. 12:17-21)
	Titus 3:1-7
	I Peter 2:13-17


	I Timothy 2:1-8

	What are the 

RESPONSIBILITIES
of Christians to

Government?


	
	
	
	

	Why

are Christians to

fulfill the above

RESPONSIBILITIES?

	
	
	
	


Debatable Things 

(Romans 14:1--15:7; 1 Corinthians 8--10)

"Prescriptive" (Ought) Teaching on Debatable Things: 10 Prescriptions

1) 14:14 (Cf. Matt. 15 & Mark 7)

2) 14:17-18

3) 14:20b

4) 14:23

5) 8:4-6

6) 8:8

7) 8:12

8) 10:18-23

9) 10:26

10) 10:31

"Descriptive" (Is) Mindsets Regarding Debatable Things

	Strong
	Weak

	· 14:2a


	· 14:2b

	· 14:5b


	· 14:5a

	· 14:6a


	· 14:6c

	· 
	· 14:14



	· 14:22
	· 14:23



	· 
	· 1 Cor. 8:7



	· 1 Cor. 8:9
	· 1 Cor. 8:10-11




“Prescriptive" Attitudes Toward God and Others Regarding Debatable Things

	Strong
	Everyone, both Strong & Weak
	Weak

	14:1


	
	14:3b-4

	14:3a


	14:5c
	

	
	14:7


	

	
	14:9-10


	

	
	14:11-12


	

	
	14:13


	

	14:15


	
	

	14:16


	
	

	
	14:19


	

	14:20


	
	

	14:21


	
	

	
	14:22a


	

	14:22b


	14:23
	

	15:1


	15:2-7
	

	8:9


	9:24-27
	

	8:13


	10:23-27
	

	9:19-23


	
	

	10:28-30


	10:31-11:1
	


Paul's Letter to the Galatians

1) The Historical Background
(a) The Law & The Legalist

1. Circumcision  (Gen. 17, Lev 12:3)

2. Food    (Lev 11)

3. Gal 2:11-12

4. Acts 15:1-2

5. Gal 2:13-14

2) The Contents of the Galatian Letter
(a) The Theme  (1:1-10)

2B) Paul's Evidence for the Doctrine of Justification by Faith Alone in Messiah Jesus
1. 1:11-24: Paul

2. 2:1-5:Titus  (Cf. Acts 11:27-30, AD 46-47)

3. 2:6-10: Apostles (Cp. Acts 11:27-30, AD 46-47)

4. 2:15-21: Christ's Death

5. 3:1-5: Holy Spirit

6. 3:6-9: Abraham (Cf. Gen. 12:3, Gen. 15:6)

7. 3:10-14: The Law (Cf. Deut 27:26; Hab. 2:4; Lev 18:5

8. 3:15--4:7: The Contrast of the Two Covenants of Promise & Law


Promise: Time 3:17


Promise: Purpose (3:16; 3:26-29; 4:6-7


Law: Time: 3:17


Law: Purpose: 3:19; 3:24

9. 4:8--5:1: Sarah & Hagar

10. 5:1-12: Summation: Liberty v. Bondage

Sanctification by The Holy Spirit 

The Answer to Both Legalism & Antinomianism
· Legalism (5:4)

· Antinomianism (5:13)

· Sanctification (4:19)

1) Receiving the Holy Spirit
· 3:26

· 4:6

· 3:2

· 3:5

· 3:14

2) Results of the Holy Spirit
· 5:16-17

	5:19-21:  The Problem
	5:22-23:  The Solution

	· Sexual:

· Spiritual:

· Emotional:

· Relational:

· Results:


	


3) Responsibilities to the Holy Spirit

· [image: image44.wmf]5:16

· 5:18

· 5:25

· 6:7-8

	Paul's Letter To The Colossians 

You are Complete in Christ 


The Background
· Acts 19, esp. 19:10

· Col 1:3-7

· Col 4:12-13

An Overview of the Problems & Christ's Solutions at Colossae:

Gnostic Syncretism (New Age Consciousness)
	· Gnosticism

· The "Pleroma"

· Syncretism

· New Age Consciousness



	Problems:  Gnostic "New Age" Doctrines
	Solutions:  Christ's Fullness

	1) 2:8


	2:9-10

	2) 2:16-17


	2:17

	3) 2:18-19


	2:19

	4) 2:20-23 


	3:1-2




I. You are Complete in Christ: The Fullness of Jesus' Person

Introduction:  The Gnostic (New Age) Teaching on God & Christ 
a) Jesus' Relation to God 
1) 1:15a (eikon, ((((()
2) 1:19 & 2:9 (pleroma, ((((((()
b) Jesus' Relation to the Cosmos: The Old Creation
3) 1:15b (prototokos, (((((((((()

· Deuteronomy 21:15-17

· Exodus 4:22

· Psalm 89:19-27

4) 1:16a  (en, (()
5) (dia, ((())

6) (eis, ((()

7) 1:17a (pro, ((()

8) 1:17b (sunnesteken, (((((((((()

c) Jesus' Relation to the Church: The New Creation (1:18) 

9) (kephale, (((((())

10) (arche, (((()

11) (prototokos) 

d) Jesus' Relation to Christians: The Application
1) 1:26-27

2) 2:9-10

3) 1:18

II. You are Complete in Christ: The Fullness of Jesus’ Work

Introduction:  The Gnostic (New Age) Teaching on Our Spiritual Needs

a) Our Need of Christ's Work

1) 1:13

2) 1:21

3) 2:13a

b) Understanding The Work of Christ

Conceptually:

1) 1:13

2) 1:14

3) 1:20-22

Specifically:

1) 2:11

2) 2:12a

3) 2:12b

4) 2:13b

5) 2:13c

6) 2:14

7) 2:15

c) Receiving The Benefits of Christ's Work

· 1:4

· 2:6-7

III. You are Complete in Christ: Experiencing the Fullness of Jesus Resurrection

(Colossians 3-4)
1) 3:1-4
· 3:1

· 3:2

2) [image: image45.wmf]3:5-11
· 3:5

· 3:8

3) 3:12--4:1
· 3:12

4) 4:2-6

· 4:2-4

· 4:5

· 4:6

[image: image46.wmf]                                   itting With Christ: The Christian's Position in Christ 

The Christian's Past Position

2:1

2:2

2:3

The Christian's Present Position

[image: image47.wmf]
1:20-22:  Where is Jesus?

2:4-6:  Where is the Christian?
How is this position possible?

	The Christian's Realization of Their Position in Christ

	Ephesians 1:15-23
	Ephesians 3:14-21

	1:17


	3:16

	1:18a


	3:17a

	1:18b


	3:17b

	1:18c


	3:18

	1:19-21


	3:19

	1:22-23


	3:20-21


Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

Who has blessed us with all spiritual blessings in the heavenlies in Christ (Ephesians 1:3) 

All Spiritual Blessings of the Triune God given to the Christian in Christ  

(Ephesians 1:3-14)

1) The Father's Role: S                    
· What

 1:3

 1:4

 1:5

· When:

1:4

· Why:

1:4

1:5

1:6

2) The Son's Role: S                    
· What:  

 1:7

· When:  

1:9-10

1:11

· Why:   

 1:7

 1:11

1:12

3) The Spirit's Role: S                    
· What:  

1:13

· When:  

1:13

· Why:  

1:14 

[image: image48.wmf]
[image: image49.wmf]         triding With Christ
The Concept of "Walk" in Ephesians

The Greek word translated as walk (peripateo,((((((((() is used in the Bible (especially in Ephesians) in a figurative sense

 ". . . signifying the whole round of the activities of the individual life . . ."
(A Greek-English Lexicon of The New Testament, 654-55; Vine's Expository Dictionary of The New Testament, 1218).

	The Various "Walks" in Ephesians
	Specific Applications of Each "Walk"

	2:10  Walk in                                                 


	2:1-10

	4:1   Walk in                                                

	4:2-6

	4:17  Walk in                                                

	4:20-32

	5:2   Walk in                                                

	5:1-7

	5:8   Walk in                                                

	5:8-14

	[image: image50.wmf]5:15  Walk in                                               

	5:15-6:4  
                                       


A Biblical Biography of Satan

The Great Dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, [image: image51.wmf]who deceives the whole world;

he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him (Revelation 12:9)

     Satan's name defines his purposes. "Satan" is derived from a Hebrew verb "satan" (((() 

which means "adversary, accuser," because Satan is the adversary of God and humanity.  

"Lucifer" is a Latin translation of the Hebrew "Halal" (((() both of which mean, "to shine, a lightbearer" 

because Satan postures as an "angel of light" (2 Cor. 11:1-15).  

By this false light, Satan blinds those not yet Christians to the "true light," Jesus Christ The Lord 

(2 Cor. 4:3-6; John 8:12; John, chapter 9).  

Below is the essential data the God of the Bible has revealed about the false "god of this world" (2 Cor. 4:4).

	Satan's Origin  

(Ezekiel 28:12-19)



	Satan's Rebellion  

(Isaiah 14:12-14; John 8:44; 1 John 3:4--10)



	Satan's Current Role as a "god" 

(Lk. 4:1-13; 2 Cor. 4:1-7;  Eph. 2:1-3; 1 John 5:19-21; Rev. ch. 12 and 17)

Satan's Strategies:

	Temptation

(1 Cor. 7:1-9; 2 Cor. 11:1-15; 1 Thess. 3:1-5; 1 Tim. 2:11-15 & 5:3-15)

Deception

(Jn. 8:42-47; Mt. 24:1-25; Rom. 16:17-20; 2 Cor. 11:1-15; 1 Tim. 4:1-4;  2 Tim. 2:11-15;  2 Tim. 4:1-5; 

2 Peter 2;  Rev. 2:8-29; 2 Cor. 4:1-7)

Confusion  

(Matt. 13:24-29; 13:36-43; 1 Cor. 14:33; Gen. 3; Matt. 4:1-11)

False children  

(John 8:12-58; Acts 13:4--12;  Eph. 2:1-3; 1 John 3)

Captivation, Inhabitation  

(Mt. 12:22-45; Mk. 5:1-20; John 13:21-30; Acts 8:4--24, 16:16-18, 19:8-20; 1 Cor. 5;

2 Cor. 2:1-11; 2 Tim. 2:23-26; Rev. 9:20-21; 2 Thess. 2:1-12)

Death 

(John 8:12-58; 1 John 3:11-19)

The Christian's Victory Over Satan

(John 12:20-33, 17:15-19; Col. 2:8-15; Eph. 4-27; Eph. 6:10-20; James 4:1-10; 1 Peter 5:8-11; 1 John 2:12-17, 5:1-5; Rev. 20)
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Standing with Christ against Satan's Strategies

EPHESIANS 6:10-20

Our Enemy (Discover Four (4) Facts about the enemy of God and humanity)
1) 6:11

2) 6:12a

3) 6:12b

4) 6:16

The Pattern for Victory over Satan:

Principle, Position, Power & Protection
1) Principle  (James 4:7)

· Step 1:

[image: image52.wmf]
· Step 2:

· Result?

2) Position (Ephesians 2:4-6)

Jesus' Position  (Ephesians 1:20-23)

Christians' Position  (Ephesians 2:5-6)

Questions: How rich is a person who marries a billionaire? (Without signing a pre-nuptial agreement).

How rich is a person who marries Jesus by Faith? (Ephesians 1:3)

3) Power (Ephesians 6:10-14)

(Discover Four Commands We are To Obey Based on The Power God Gives The Christian)

1) Eph. 6:10  (Cf. Eph. 1:19-21: How much Power does Christ have?)

2) Eph. 6:11a,  

[image: image53.wmf]
3) Eph. 6:13a

4) Eph. 6:11b, 6:13b

4) Protection (Eph. 6:10-20)

The Analogy: Eph. 6:10-20 is an analogy that is best understood by Romans 13:14.

The Particulars: Discover the Seven Weapons God Has Provided the Believer in Christ

1) Eph. 6:14a                                                           
Eph. 1:13

[image: image54.wmf]Eph. 4:15

Eph. 4:21

Eph. 4:25

2) Eph. 6:14b                                                           
Eph. 4:22-24

Eph. 5:3-10

Eph. 6:1

3) Eph. 6:15                                                            
Eph. 1:13

Eph. 2:8-10

Eph. 2:11—3:13

4) Eph. 6:16                                                            
Eph. 1:13

Eph. 2:8

Eph. 3:12

Eph. 4:5

Eph. 4:13

5) Eph. 6:17a                                                           
Eph. 1:3-13

Eph. 2:8-3:6

6) Eph. 6:17b                                                           
Matt. 4:1-11

7) Eph. 6:18-20                                                            

Eph. 1:15-23

Eph. 3:14-21

Eph. 5:4-

Eph. 5:18-20

Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians
Background
Acts 18:1-17

· Geographically:

· Socially:

· Morally:

Occasion:
I Cor 1:11

	1) Reply to Chloe's Report (I Corinthians 1--6)

	PROBLEMS

1:10-4

5

6:1-11

6:12-20


	SOLUTIONS

1:30-31

3:21-23

5:9-11

6:4-5

6:7

6:17

6:18

6:19

6:20



	2) Reply to Corinthian Requests (I Corinthians 7--16)

	QUESTIONS

7

8-11

12-14

15


	ANSWERS


The Apostle Paul On Marriage & Singleness 

(I Corinthians & Ephesians)
	The Positives of Marriage
7:2

7:9

5:9-11

6:9-11

Eph 5:21-33

Eph 6:1-4


	The Positives of Singleness
7:25-26

7:28

7:29-32

7:34-35

	The Responsibilities of Marriage

7:3-5

7:10-11

7:12-16

7:27

7:30

7:33-34

7:39-40


	The Responsibilities of Singleness

7:27

7:32

7:34

7:35

7:36-38

7:39-40

I Tim 5:1-14

Ezra Enterprises/John David Geib


Why did God Create Males, Females & Sexuality?

[image: image55.wmf]
1) Genesis 2:18

2) Genesis 2:24

3) Genesis 1:27-28

What Happens when we Misuse God's Gift of Sexuality?

1) Samson (Judges 13--16) He Lost

2) David (2 Samuel 11--13) He Lost

What are God's Solutions to Our Sexual Problems?

1) God's Promise (I Corinthians 10:13)

2) God's Purpose  (for your "bod")  (I Corinthians 6:13-17)

3) God's Prescription  (I Corinthians 6:18a; Genesis 39 & Joseph)

4) God's Protection  (I Corinthians 6:18b)

5) God's Power  (I Corinthians 6:19a; Galatians 5:22-23)

6) God's Property  (I Corinthians 6:19-20a)

7) God's Praise  (I Corinthians 6:20b)

8) God's Pardon  (I John 1:9)

9) God's Prediction  (I Corinthians 6:9-11)

God's Words of Loving Wisdom on Sexual Attitudes & Behavior

Teachings
Gen. 1:26-28; 2:15-25; Exodus 20:14; Leviticus 18; Proverbs 5; 7; Malachi 2:10-16; Matthew 5:27-32; Matthew 19:1-12; Romans 1:18-32; Romans 13:8-14; I Cor. 5--7; Galatians 5:16-26; Ephesians 4:17-24; Ephesians 5:21-33; 

Colossians 3:1-19; I Thess. 4:1-8; 2 Timothy 2:22; Hebrews 13:4; I Peter 4:1-6; Rev. 9:20-21.

Stories
Gen. 39; Numbers 25 & 31:1-16; Judges 13--16; 2 Samuel 11--13; I Kings 11:1-13; John 8:1-11; Luke 7:36- 50.

The 1stThessalonian Letter: A Review of Their Salvation and Instruction on Sanctification

· Background: Acts 17:1-9

1) A Review of Their Salvation  (See Acts 17:1-9 for the historical account)
· 1:1--2:16: Their Reception & Imitation of Paul's Proclamation (Key: 1:5-6)

· 2:17--3:5: Their Temptation following Paul's Persecution (Key: 3:4-5)

· 3:6-10: Their Communication following Timothy's Visit (Key: 3:6-7)

2) A Review of Paul's Instruction on Sanctification
5:23-24:  The Goal

3:13--4:1: A Definition

4:2:  The Authority

(a) 4:3-8:  SANCTIFICATION in  

· 4:3

· 4:4

· 4:5

· 4:6

· 4:7

· 4:8

(b) 4:9-10:  SANCTIFICATION in

(See also I Th 5:12-15)

(c) 4:11-12: SANCTIFICATION in

(See also 2 Th 3:16-15)

(d) 5:16-22:  SANCTIFICATION in

(e) 5:23-24:  SANCTIFICATION in

The Second Thessalonian Letter:

"The Day of The Lord" (Eschatology)  

Written from Corinth, 51/52 AD

1) Conversion (Acts 17:1-9)
2) Communication
(a) 2 Thess 2:5

(b) 1 Thess 1:9-10

(c) 1 Thess 2:19-20

(d) 1 Thess 3:11-13


(e) 1 Thess 4:13-18

(f) 1 Thess 5:23-24

3) Confusion
[image: image56.wmf]
(a) 1 Thess 4:13-15

(b) 2 Thess 2:1-3a

(c) 2 Thess. 2:

4) Clarification: A Chronology of Events for the Day of the Lord 
A) Preparation for the Day of The Lord

1) 2 Thess. 2:7a:  The Mystery of Sin


(Cf. 1 John 2:18-20)

2) [image: image57.wmf]2 Thess. 2:6-7:  The "Restrainer"

3) 2 Thess. 2:3a:  The Apostasy


(Cf. 1 Tim. 4:1-5, 2 Tim. 3:1--4:5, 1 John 2:18-19)

4) 2 Thess. 2:7:  Restrainer Removed

B) The Revelation of The anti-christ

(The man of lawlessness, the son of destruction, the beast)

See Chart, The Biblical Biography of The anti-christ, Revelation Section.
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5) 2 Thess. 2:3a, 2 Thess. 2:8a: Revelation

  
(Cf. Rev. 13:1-3, Daniel 7:8, 7:24)

6) 2 Thess. 2:4:  Deification


(Cf. Rev. 13:4-10, Dan. 7:11, 7:20; 7:25, 9:27, 12:1-10)

7) 2 Thess. 2:9-12:  Deception


(Cf. Rev. 13:11-18, Dan. 7:21)

C) The Revelation of The True Christ

(The Man of Righteousness, The Son of God, The Groom)

8) 1 Thess. 5:1-2:  Revelation


1 Thess. 4:16a

9) 1 Thess. 4:16b:  Resurrection


(Cf. 1 Cor. 15:23)

[image: image59.wmf]
10) 1 Thess. 4:17:  Transformation


(Cf. 1 Cor. 15:50-56, Phil. 3:20-21, Col. 3:1-4)

11) 1 Thess. 5:1-3:  Retribution


(Cf. Rev. 19:11-21, Dan. 7:11, 7:22 and 7:26)

    
2 Thess. 1:6-9

  
2 Thess. 2:8

12) 1 Thess. 1:10:  Glorification


(Cf. 1 Cor. 15:24-28)

   
 1 Thess. 2:1

LOOK, I AM COMING SOON!

Since Jesus is coming again, What should Christians do to be ready when He comes?
	PASSAGES
	Appropriate Lifestyles and Actions to be Ready

	[image: image60.wmf]
1 Thess 1:9-10


	

	1 Thess 2:19-20


	

	1 Thess 2:11-13


	

	1 Thess 4:1-8


	

	1 Thess 4:13-18


	

	1 Thess 5:1-11,

esp. 5:6,7,8,11


	

	2 Thess 1:11-12


	

	1 Thess 2:15


	

	2 Thess 3:6-15


	


The Eschatological (Last Things)

Teaching of the Apostle Paul
Predictions & Descriptions

A Time of Signs

2 Thess. 2:7

2 Tim. 3:1-9

1 Thess. 5:3

1 Tim. 4:1-4

2 Tim. 4:3-4

2 Thess. 2:3

A Time of Revelation, Resurrection and Glorification

1 Thess. 1:10

1 Thess. 2:19

1 Thess. 3:13

1 Thess. 4:14-17

2 Thess. 1:10

1 Cor. 15:23

1 Cor. 15:50-56

2 Cor. 5:1-5

Phil. 3:21

Rom. 11:25-30
A Time of Retribution

1 Thess. 5:1-3

2 Thess. 1:6-9

2 Thess 2:1-12

A Time of Evaluation

Rom. 14:9-12

1 Cor. 4:1-5

2 Cor. 5:10

2 Tim. 4:6-8

A Time of Regeneration

1 Cor. 15:24-28

Rom. 8:17-21

Eph. 1:9-10

Eph. 2:6-7

Prescriptions

Sanctification

Rom. 13:11-14

2 Cor. 5:6-7

1 Thess. 5:6-11

Titus 2:11-14

Proclamation

1 Cor. 11:26

2 Cor. 5:6-10

1 Tim. 6:11-14

2 Tim. 4:1-6

The Pastoral (Ecclesiological) Letters of Paul
Introduction

Jesus' Promise (Matt 16:15-18)

Jesus' Power (Acts 1:8)

Jesus Prescription: The Pastoral Letters:  

How to build and guide a church toward maturity in Christ 

1) Authorship

(a) External Evidence:

· These letters were written by the Apostle Paul, evidenced by                                                       Clement of Rome (95-97), Polycarp (110-150), Ignatius (110), Hermas (115-140), The Didache (120-150),Iraneus (130-202), Tertullian (150-202), Clement of Alexandria (150-215), Eusibius (325-340)

(b) Internal Evidence

· Paul's name is listed in all three letters in first verse

· Paul's personal Confession at I Timothy 1:12-17

· Timothy was Paul's disciple and "son", Acts 16:1-3

· Titus was Paul's disciple and "son", Gal 2:1-3, 2 Cor 2:13, 7:6-14, 8:6-23, 12:18, 2 Tim 4:10

2) Dates

· 1 Tim: Written from Macedonia (1:3), c 62-63 AD, after Acts 28, before his 2nd imprisonment.

· Titus:  Written from Nicopolis (3:12), c 62-63 AD,

· 2 Tim: Written from Rome (4:16-17), c 63-65 AD, after Acts 28, during his 2nd imprisonment.

	3)  Purposes:

One principle of Biblical Interpretation is to discover the                                           of the Author.

I Timothy 3:14-15 contains The Overall Purpose of The Pastoral Letters



	Passages
	Specific Pastoral Objectives Required to Fulfill The Overall Purpose

	1 Tim. 1:3-18


	

	1 Tim. 2:1-8


	

	1 Tim. 3:1-13


	

	1 Tim. 4:1-11


	

	1 Tim. 5:1--6:2


	

	1 Tim. 6:3-21


	

	Titus 1:5


	

	Titus 1:10--2:1


	

	Titus 2:1-10


	

	Titus 2:11-15


	

	Titus 3:1-7


	

	Titus 3:8-15


	

	2 Tim. 1:6-14


	


Biblical Qualifications for Pastoral Leadership

(I Tim. 3, Titus 1)
"Pay careful attention to yourself and to your teaching; persevere in these things, 

for by doing this you will preserve yourself and those who listen to you."  
(Paul's advice to Timothy, a younger Pastor, I Tim. 4:16)
 I) Lifestyle Qualifications of a Biblical Leader
1A) Overall Example
1) 1) Irreproachable, I Tim. 3:2:   "one who cannot be attacked, even by non-Christians, because of their moral conduct.” Lit, "that which cannot be laid hold of."1
2) Blameless, Titus 1:6-7:  "free from reproach, without stain, guiltless.” "that which cannot be called to account."2
1B) Family Example (In Marriage, Household affairs, and in raising their children)
3) A one-woman man, I Tim. 3:2, Titus 1:6: or, 

4) 4) For women leaders, a one-man woman, 1 Tim. 5:9:   These concepts are equivalent, meaning 

a) Not polygamous b) promiscuous or c) not divorced. Literally, a one-mate type of person who realizes God's ideal in marriage as explained by Jesus (Matt. 19:1-12)

5) Managing well, I Tim. 3:4:  "be at the head of, rule, direct, manage, lead, care for."3
6) Their Children are:

· Obedient, I Tim. 3:4:  "subjection, subordination, obedient." 4
· Respectful, I Tim. 3:4:   "reverence, dignity, respectful."5
· Faithful, Titus 1:6:  "trustworthy, faithful, dependable."6
Not riotous, Titus 1:6:  "debauchery, dissipation."7 This means not hedonistic or pleasure oriented, as in the classic example, the "prodigal son", Luke 15, esp. 15:13.

· Not unruly, Titus 1:6:  "undisciplined, rebellious, disobedient."8
1C) Personal Example
7) Sober, I Tim. 3:2:  "temperate, sober, free from every form of mental and spiritual drunkenness."9
8) Not drunken, I Tim. 3:3, Titus 1:7:  "addicted to wine."10  Lit, "one who sits beside wine."
9) Mentally sound, I Tim. 3:2, Titus 1:8:  "prudent, thoughtful, reasonable, rational."11
10) Respectable, I Tim. 3:2, Titus 1:8:  "honorable, disciplined, well mannered, attractive."12
11) Gentle, I Tim. 3:3: "Yielding, gentle, kind."13

12) Not violent, I Tim. 3:3, Titus 1:7:  "pugnacious, a bully."14
13) Peaceable, I Tim. 3:3:  "peaceable.”  Lit, "one who does not fight."15
1C) Personal Example, continued 

14) Not angry, Titus 1:7:  "inclined to anger, quick tempered."16
15) Self controlled, Titus 1:7:  "self controlled, disciplined, inner power."17
16) Not impulsive, Titus 1:7:  "self willed, stubborn, arrogant, human impulse violating obedience to the divine command."18
17) Righteous, Titus 1:7:  "upright, just, conforming to laws of God and man."19
18) Holy, Titus 1:7:  "devout, pious, pleasing to God."20
19) A lover of good, Titus 1:7: Lit., "a lover of what is good."21
20) Not a new convert, I Tim. 3:6:   "newly planted, newly converted."22  Lit, one newly planted in the Christian faith.
1D) Social Example
21) Hospitable, I Tim. 3:2, Titus 1:8:  "one who loves strangers."23
22) Good witness, I Tim. 3:7:  "testimony, good standing, recommendation."24
1E) Financial Example
23) Not loving money, I Tim. 3:3:   "not greedy."25
24) Not fond of shameful gain, I Tim. 3:8, Titus 1:7:   "fond of dishonest gain, dishonest."26
2) Teaching Qualifications of a Biblical Leader
25) Able to teach, I Tim. 3:2:   "skillful in teaching, able."27
26) Orthodox, Titus 1:9):  "cling to, hold fast, be devoted, faithful to the received doctrine."  Lit, clinging to the trustworthy message.28  See 2 Tim. 3:10-4:5 for both positive and negative examples of this characteristic.

27)  Encouraging, Titus 1:9:   "appeal to, urge, exhort, encourage, comfort."29
28) Refuting, Titus 1:9:  "bring to light, expose, convict or convince, reprove, correct."30  This means the leader should be able to show people their doctrinal and lifestyle errors by a positive exposition of God's written word. See 2 Tim. 2:23-26 for a classic example.

All definitions are from the following sources. BAG = A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament, W. F. Arndt and F. W. Gingrich, Chicago: Chicago Univ. Press, 4th rev., 1952.  TDNT = Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, Eds. G. Kittel and G. Friedrich, translated and ed. by G. W. Bromiley, Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 10 vols.1 BAG, 64; TDNT, v. 4, p. 9. 2 BAG, p. 63; TDNT, v. 1, p. 356.  3 BAG, p. 713; TDNT, v. 6, p. 700.  4 BAG, p. 855.  5 BAG, p. 754.  6 BAG, p. 671.  7 BAG, p. 119.  8 BAG, p. 76. 9 BAG, p. 540; TDNT, v. 4, p. 939.  10 BAG, p. 634.  11 BAG, p. 810; TDNT, v. 4, p. 939.  12 BAG, p. 446; TDNT, v. 3, p. 897.  13 BAG, p. 292; TDNT, v. 2, p. 588.  14 BAG, p. 675.  15 BAG, p. 44; TDNT, v. 4, p. 528.  16 BAG, p. 583.  17 BAG, p. 215; TDNT, v. 2, p. 239.  18 BAG, p. 120; TDNT, v. 1, p. 508.  19 BAG, p. 194; TDNT, v. 2, p. 174.  20 BAG, p. 589; TDNT, v. 5, p. 489.  21 BAG, p. 866.  22 BAG, p. 538.  23 BAG, p. 868; TDNT, v. 5, p. 1.  24 BAG, p. 494.  25 BAG, p. 126.  26 BAG, p. 24; TDNT, v. 1, p. 189.  27 BAG, p. 190.  28 BAG, p. 72.  29 BAG, p. 622. 30 BAG, p. 248.

Christian Women in Ministry
1) Women in Ministry with Jesus

· As ministering Disciples:


Lk 8:1-3

· As Evangelists:


Mk 16, esp. 16:9 


Mt 28 


Lk 24 


Jn 20

2) Women in Ministry with the Apostles
· As Christians:


Gal 3:23-29

· As Disciples:


Acts 1:12-13 


Acts 9:36

· As Co-Workers in Evangelism  

Acts 16:11-15 


Phil 4:2-3

· As Co-Workers in Edification 

Acts 18:1-3


Acts 18:24-28


Romans 16:4-5 (note context for females)


1 Cor 16:19


Col. 4:15

· As Deacons




Rom 16:1-3


1 Tim 3:11 (note context)


1 Tim 5:1-16 (possibly)

· As Prophetess


Acts 21:8-9

· As Teachers


Titus 2:3-5

· As Pastor-Teachers 

1 Tim 2, esp. 9-15 


(Cf. Passages below for examples of "authority") 


1 Cor 4:14-21, 


2 Cor 10:1-6, 


2 Cor 13 


1 Cor 11:2-16


1 Cor 14:34-36

3) Women and Men in the Ministry of Marriage
Eph 5:18-33 

Col. 3:18-19

· "Mutual submission"

· Headship

· Love

1 Peter 3:1-7

1 Cor 7

4) Instructor's Conclusionary Opinion
· I would not attempt any ministry, including Youth Ministry, without a male-female team of co-workers that recognized and appreciated the unique, necessary & significant ministry gifts of women.

· Single women can perform any ministry except the authoritative Pastor-Teacher role in the mixed context of the local church (See references above, Pastor-Teachers, for "authority" concepts).

· The "Priscilla-Aquilla Model" is the best Biblical resolution for ministries that are targeted toward mixed audiences.

Timothy
"Son" and Disciple of the Apostle Paul

and an Example of an Early Church Leader

	HIS BIRTH AND UPBRINGING
Acts 16:1-3

2 Tim. 1:3-5

2 Tim. 3:14-15


	HIS CHARACTER
1 Tim. 5:23

2 Tim. 1:4-7

Philippians 2:19-22

	HIS SPIRITUAL LIFE
2 Tim. 1:6-8

2 Tim. 4:11-16



	HIS WORK AND MINISTRY
1 Tim. 1:3-4

1 Tim. 1:18

1 Tim. 4:14

2 Tim 1:6

2 Tim 4:1-6




The Letter to the Hebrews:
Jesus: God's Ultimate Message, Priest-Mediator and Example of Faith 
Introduction

Why is this Course called "New Testament" Literature?

The Jewish Idea of "Berith, Covenant, Contract & Testament" (Cp. Classnotes, p.17)

1) Overview of the Purposes of Hebrews

(a) Education
· To convince them from the Jewish Scriptures (The Old Testament) that Jesus is The Messiah,                        God's Ultimate Message, Priest-Mediator and Example of Faith. (Acts 18:24-28), 
(b)  Exhortation
· To urge them to continue to hold on to & believe in Jesus as their Messiah,                                                        and to Warn them of the Consequences of rejecting Jesus as their Messiah (see Outline, p.130, under warnings).

(c) Attention Modern Readers!

To understand the Letter to the Hebrews, 

one  must grasp the three main elements of the Biblical, Jewish Faith and Worldview.

1) Revelation: Humans need information from God, and God has spoken.

2) Atonement: (At-One-Ment): Humans need forgiveness from God, and God has provided Atonement.

3) Relationship: Humans need relationship with God, and God has provided Covenant.

See p. 129 for Lecture Outline

2) Authorship

a) Knew Timothy, Heb. 13:23


b) Educated:  Superb Greek style & massive knowledge of Older Testament, which the author quotes from the Greek translation, the Septuagint.
c) Origin:  "Who wrote the Epistle is known to God alone." (Eusibius, History of the Church, 6-25)

d) Suggestions of Possible Authors: For a good discussion of authorship, see "The Epistle to the Hebrews", International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, vol. II, 1356-1357.

1) Paul (Clement of Alexandria, Origin, Eusibius, Jerome, Augustine); 

2) Luke (Origin cites some who believed this).

3) Apollos (See Acts 18:24-28, Martin Luther & other modern scholars); 

4) Barnabas (Tertullian, other scholars); 

5) Priscilla & Aquila (See Acts 18:24-28, Harnack, some modern female scholars); 

3) Date

a) Latest date possible is 95 AD, when Hebrews was quoted by Clement of Alexandria.

b) Probably before 70 AD, before the Temple was destroyed, because

1) Sacrifices were still being offered (10:11)

2) Mention of persecutions, which began in the 50s and reached their climax in 70 AD (10:32-36, 12:4)

3) Timothy liberated from jail (13:23), probably late 60s

4) No mention is made of destruction of the Temple, which the author surely would have used in his/her 

argument.

4) Recipients

a) Jews who had previously confessed Jesus as their Messiah (1:1, 2:16, 3:9, 8:11, 9:1, 13:13)

b) They knew some people in Italy that were also known to the author, i.e., they shared a common community with the author (13:24)

THE THREE MAIN POINTS OF THE LETTER TO THE HEBREWS

(See p. 130 for detailed Outline)

1) Revelation: Jesus is God's Ultimate & Final Message To Humanity (Hebrews 1:1-2)

a) The Old Testament Revelations

b) The "New Testament" Revelation

2) Atonement: Jesus is God's Ultimate Priest and Sacrifice

a) The Old Testament System (Heb. 5:1-4)

b) The New Testament System

1. 7:27

2. 9:24-28

3. 10:19-20

4. 1:3

3) Covenant:  Jesus is The Mediator of God's Final and Best Covenant

a) What is the logic behind Hebrews 8:7?

b) What is the source of Hebrews 8:8-13?

c) The Seal of The Old Covenant (Heb. 9:19-22)

d) The Seal of the New Covenant (Heb. 10:5-10)

AN OUTLINE OF THE LETTER TO THE HEBREWS

I. 1:1--4-13: Jesus: God's Ultimate Message to Humanity

(a) Greater than Prophets (1:1-3): Jesus is God's Eternal Son, The Creator of everything

(b) Greater than Angels (1:4--2:18): Jesus is God's Son, The Creator of Angels

(c) Greater than Moses (3:1-6): Jesus is God's Faithful Son, while Moses was God's Servant




II. 4:14--8:2: Jesus: God's Ultimate Priest for God and Humanity

(a) Greater than Aaron in


1) Character (4:14-16): Jesus is Sympathetic, He was Tempted just like us, but never sinned.

2) Call (5:1-6): Jesus was Called by God's Solemn Oath

3) Confirmation (5:7-10): Jesus was Confirmed by Obedient Suffering

4) Conclusion (6:13-20)

(b) Greater than Levi in



1) Priority (7:1-3, Gen 14:18-20): Melchizedek's Priesthood was prior to Levi's

2) Prominence (7:4-10, Gen 14:18-20): Melchizedek blessed Abraham, Levi's Great Grandfather!

3) Permanence (7:11-25, Psalm 110:4): Melchizedek's Priesthood is Eternal

4) Perfection (7:26-28): Jesus was Sinless and offered Himself, not animals, for sin.

III. 8:3--10: Jesus: God's Ultimate Sacrifice-Mediator of a New Covenant  for Humanity

(a) Jesus' New Covenant is Greater than Old Covenant 

1) The Old Tent was a Pattern, just a "copy" of the true Tabernacle (8:1-5, Ex 25--40).

2) New Covenant was Promised, the Old "replaced" by a "better" covenant (8:6-13, Jer 31:31-35):

3) Old was a Parable, a "symbol" of Christ's "true sacrifice" (9:1-10, Lev 16)

4) New is Perfect, because Christ has offered perfect sacrifice, Himself! (9:11-10:18, Ps 40:6-8):

IV. 11--13: Jesus: God's Ultimate Example of Faith for Humanity

1) Definition of faith (11:1)

2) Examples of Faith (11:2-40)

3) Jesus, the Ultimate Example of Faith:: He went to the Cross for Humanity,  


trusting God would Raise Him up again (12:1-4)

The Seven Warnings of the Letter to the Hebrews: Warnings Against
1) 2:1-4

Refusing to Listen to God's Message: Hearing


2) 3:7--4:13

Refusing to Yield to God's Message: Hardness of Heart


3) 5:11--6:3

Refusing to Grow: Spiritual Infancy

4) 6:4-12

Refusing to Cling to Christ: Apostasy


5) 10:26-31

Rejecting Christ

6) 12:5-12

Rejecting God's Discipline


7) 12:18-19

Refusing to Hear God's Message about Christ

Past Prefigurements of the Priesthood of Jesus Christ
1) Types of Priests  (The Orders of Melchizedek & Levi)

(a) Melchizedek

· Instituted c 2100 BC (Gen 14:18-20)

· Reaffirmed c. 1000 BC (Psalm 110; cf. Matt 22:41-46)

(b) Levitical (Aaronic)

· Instituted 1450 BC (Ex 28-29, Lev 8)

2) Necessity of Priests: The Holiness of God & the Sinfulness of Humanity

(a) Nature of God (Lev 10:3, 11:44-45, 19:1-2, 20:7, 20:26, 22:31-32)

· Examples:  Isaiah 6 (compare this with John 12:36-50, esp. 12:41)

(b) Nature of Humanity

· Lev 1--7, 

· 2 Chron. 6:36

· Psalm 51

· Ezk 18:4

3) Function of Priests: Mediators between God's Holiness  &Sinfulness of Humanity 

(a) Propitiation (Koper, Yom Kippur)

· Heb 5:1b

· Ezk 18:4

· Lev 17:11

· Lev 1--7 (example, Lev 4:27-31)

· Lev 16 The Day of Atonement

(b) Instruction

· Heb 5:2

· Malachi 2:1-9

(c) Intercession and Restoration

· Heb 5:2

· Ex 28:15-30

James: The Letter of Christian Maturity and Discipleship 
1) Authorship:  Internal Evidence

a) A James was the Brother (half-brother) of Jesus

· John 7:3-5 describes Jesus' unbelieving brothers. 

· The Risen Jesus appeared to James, one of the unbelieving brothers (I Cor 15:7). 

· James the converted brother was present with 120 others waiting for the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:14). 

· Acts 12:17, 15:13-29, 21:17-26, Gal 2:9 all describe how James became the Leader of the Church in Jerusalem

b) The Similarity between James & Acts 15:12-29, spoken by James, Jesus' brother

· Greeting: 
Acts 15:23, James 1:1

· Listen: 
Acts 15:13, James 2:15

· Visit: 
Acts 15:14, James 1:27

· Turn: 
Acts 15:19, James 5:19-20

· Keep: 
Acts 15:29, James 1:27

· Beloved: 
Acts 15:25, James 1:16, 1:19, 2:5

c) The Letter of James is Similar to Jesus in Matthew, the Gospel to the Jews

	Jesus in Matthew
	James
	Similarites

	5:10-12
	1:2
	1) Joy in Trials

	5:48
	1:4
	2) Called to Maturity

	7:7
	1:5
	3) Prayer

	5:22
	1:20
	4) Anger

	7:24ff
	1:22
	5) Hearing & Doing the Word of God

	5:19
	2:10
	6) Keeping the Law

	5:7
	2:13
	7) Mercy

	5:9
	3:18
	8) Peacemaking

	6:24
	4:4
	9) Friendship with the World

	5:5
	4:10
	10) Humility

	7:1-5
	4:11-12
	11) Judging Others

	6:19
	5:2
	12) Moths and Rust

	5:12
	5:10
	13) Prophets as our Examples

	5:33-37
	5:12
	14) Oaths


(d) James written to Jewish Audience (1:1, "the 12 dispersed tribes"), Acts 2:9-11, 2:41, 8:4

(e) James has a Jewish Background and Tone (5 OT quotes, many OT allusions, Jewish idioms)

(f) James the half-brother of Jesus, was the Leader of the Church in Jerusalem    (Acts 12:17, 15:13-29, 21:17-26, Gal 2:9), which is confirmed by Eusibius, History of the Church, 2,23, 3, 25).
Therefore, the only James in the New Testament that all of these similarities point to (Jewish, leader of Jerusalem church, familiar with Jesus' teaching) was James, the earthly half-brother of Jesus.

2) Date: Probably written in 45-50 ad/ce, early in the development of the Church

3) Purpose

Written to Jewish Christians, James emphasized the importance of those who had believed in Jesus 

to demonstrate the Validity of their faith in Jesus by their lifestyles and their works of christian discipleship.

4) James on Deception and the solutions to deception

James was concerned for Christians who "deceived themselves" in various ways.  

He wrote to provide them (& us) with "solutions" to self-deception when we practice it.

	Passages
	Deceptions
	Solutions

	Temptation

1:2-18
	1:13-16
	1:2

1:5

1:9

1:12

1:13



	Bible Study

1:19-25

Cf. 2:14-25
	1:22a

1:23-24
	1:22b

1:25



	Religion

1:26-27
	1:26

1:26
	1:27a

1:27b



	Speech 

& Wisdom

3:1-18

Cf. 4:11-12
	3:1

3:14

3:15

3:16


	3:13

3:17

3:18

	Worldliness

4:1-10
	4:3

4:4


	4:7

4:8

4:9

4:10



	Economics

& Business Enterprises

4:13--5:9
	4:13-14

4:16

5:1


	4:15

4:17

5:7-8




5) James' Corrections of Misconceptions 

About Paul's Teaching on Justification by Faith in Christ alone
1) Rom 3:7-8

2) Rom 3:31

3) Galatians 5:13

4) Rom 6:1&ff

5) Rom 6:15&ff

These misconceptions are known as "Antinomianism" (anti = against, nomos = law), 

the teaching that affirms "one can live like the devil and still go to heaven, or cheap grace."  

This misconception led to the hypothetical problem & question James answered in James 1:14-26.

· Hypothetical Problem: A person "says" they have "faith", but they have no "works" (appropriate works).

· Question: Is that "kind" of "faith" able to save such a person?
Illustrations from James on the Relationship between True Faith and Works 

(Or, how to tell the difference between True and False Faith (James 2:14-26)
	Passage
	False "Faith"
	True Faith

	2:15-17
	Speaks, without appropriate 

	Accompanied by appropriate 
                                         

	2:18
	Evidenced by


	Evidenced by 
                                  

	2:19
	Mental Assent to the existence of God, without 

	Mental Assent to the existence of God, 

with 
                                        

	2:20-24
	Idle-Passive-Stands Alone-Without 
                                     
	Works-Active-Completed & Fulfilled by 


	2:25

(Cf. Josh 2:6)
	Knows the Will of God but is 
                                              
	Knows the Will of God and is 


	2:26

(Cp. Joshua)
	Like an Inactive 
                                              
	Like an Active 



The Biblical Resolution of the Relationship of Faith, Justification and Works
	Terms
	When Paul speaks of
	When James speaks of



	Faith
	· he means "one kind" of faith,"Abraham's kind" of faith, true, genuine heart trust in Jesus' work on the cross for our sins.
	he means two (2) "kinds" of faith;

1) Abrahams' "kind", which is evidenced by "works" of obedience.

2) Demonic "kind", evidenced by words without obedient works.



	Works
	 he means two (2) "kinds":
1) Meritorious works that some think earn God's justification & pardon (but they don't, Rom. 3:20).

2) Obedient works that are the fruit and result of saving faith          (Rom 12:1-2, Eph 2:8-10)
	· he means one "kind," 

Abraham’s' & Rahab’s "kind,"

obedient works which flow from and are a evidence of true, heart faith as God's will and word "works" in us (James 1:17-18), 

and the evidence of this is our 

obedient work (James 1:21-27).  

See Heb 11 for examples of faith "works!"



	Justification
	· he is looking at the beginning        of a right standing with God by faith, the true source of obedient works that will follow as we     Walk in faith.

Rom 6:17=Justification, 

Rom 6:18=Sanctification
	· he is looking at the fulfillment             of a right standing with God by obedience, the true evidence of obedient faith that is the source of the works that follow.



	Resolution


	· Ephesians 2:8-9
	· Ephesians 2:10


I PETER: SHARING IN THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST JESUS
Date and Theme

· 63-65 AD/CE, written from Rome (5:13, "Babylon" a code name for Rome used by early Christians) just before or during Nero's persecution of the Christians for the burning of Rome, discussed by  Tacitus, The Annals, Book 15, sec. 43-44.

· I Peter is an "exhortation," encouragement letter, to help Christians suffering persecution.

1) The Salvation of Christ (Key, 1:6-7)

Peter reminded them of the Gospel (good news) of Christ's Eternal Salvation
· CHRIST'S (1:11)

· CHRIST'S (1:2, 1:18-20)

· CHRIST'S (1:3, 1:21)

· CHRIST'S (1:5, 1:7, 1:13)

Peter reminded them of Christ's Salvation Lifestyle
· LOVE FOR (1:6)

· LOVE FOR (1:13-16)

· LOVE FOR (1:22)

· LOVE FOR (2:1-3)

· LOVE FOR (2:4-10)

2) Submission to Christ (Key, 2:12)

· In the REALM of (2:13-17)

· In the REALM of (2:18-25)

· In the REALM of (3:1-7)

3) Suffering with Christ (Key, 4:12-14)

· For CHRIST'S (3:8--4:11)

· For CHRIST'S (4:12-19)

· By CHRIST'S (5:6-11)

PETER ON DECEPTION AND DISCERNMENT
1) False Teachers: Their Characteristics (2 Peter 2)

a) Message Problems 

2:1

2:3

b) Moral Problems


2:2

2:10

2:13-14

2:18-19

c) Money Problems

2:3

2:13-15 (Cf. p. on Balaam)

d) Their "Fruit"

2:2

2:3

2:14

2:18 (Cp. 3:16)

2) Mockers (2 Peter 3:1-10)

a) Their Time, 3:3

b) Their Characteristics

3:3a

3:3b

3:4-5

3) Ignorant & Unstable

a) Their Problems (3:16)

Mental

Moral

"Fruit"

Sources of Discernment & Protection

Scripture

Authority of Scripture (1:16-21)

Canon of Scripture (3:1-2)

Interpretation of Scripture (3:15-17) 

Sanctification
1:3-11

3:11-14

3:17-18

Balaam: The Classic Example of a False Teacher-Prophet (Profit?)

[image: image61.wmf](Numbers 22--24; 31)

1) Their Motivation

· Num 22:7

· Deut 23:4-5

· 2 Peter 2:15

· Jude 11

· Joshua 24:9-10

· Micah 6:5

· Neh 13:2

Consult the following for true motivations of true teachers

I Peter 5:1-5; 2 Cor 2:17; 2 Cor 11:7-21; I Thess 2:1-10; 2 Thess 3:6-10; I Tim 6:3-10
2) Their Effect and Influence

· Num 25, compare with Num 31:16

· Rev. 2:14

· 2 Peter 2:1-3

· 2 Peter 2:13-16

· 2 Peter 2:18-22

· 2 Tim 3:1-9

· Titus 1:10-11

3) Their "Fruit" or End Results

· Numbers 31:8

· Joshua 13:22

· 2 Peter 2

· 2 Cor 11:1-15

· 2 Tim 3:1-9

	Testing the Spirits
Doctrinal Tests for Discerning the Spirits According to the Apostle John

"Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to determine if they are of god, because many falseprophets have gone into the world" 

(I John 4:1)

 

	The Person of Jesus
1) Do they confess Jesus as the Messiah (Christ),  Messiah as defined by the Old Testament?

( I John 2:22, 5:1)

2) Do they confess the 
Human Incarnation of Jesus, 

Confessing that Jesus is God in human flesh? 

(1 John 1:1-2; 4:2)

3) Do they confess Jesus as The Son of God,

 i.e., the Deity of Jesus

(I John 4:15, 5:5, 5:13, 5:20, 1:1)

The God-Man, The promised Messiah
	The Work of Jesus
4) Do they confess Jesus as 

The Savior of the World,, 
not "a savior," but The Savior?  

(I John 4:14)

5) Do they confess the 

Propitiatory Sacrifice of Christ on the Cross for the sins of the World, 

i.e., do they teach that the blood sacrifice of Jesus

on the cross, His death, is the only means by which our sins can be forgiven and removed? 

(I John 1:7-9, 2:1-2, 3:16, 4:9-10, 5:6-9)

The Lamb of God, Slain for our sins



	Fellowship Tests
6) Are they in fellowship (i.e., doctrinal agreement and active participation) 

with the Historic, Orthodox, Christian Faith 

(what the Apostles taught as the Christian faith, Acts 2:42, Eph. 2:19-22, The New Testament)

and what Christians everywhere have believed and taught for the last 1960 years

(The subsequent Creeds & Councils of The Church based on the New Testament)?

(I John 2:18-27, esp. 2:18-19)

7) What is the Source of their message, 

The "World" and its concepts (see 1 John2:15-17)

or the Historic, Orthodox, Christian Faith? 

(1 John 4:5)

8) Who is their Audience, 

The "World" (worldly people), 

or the Historic, Orthodox Christians who comprise the true church?  

(1 John 4:5-6)

Ezra Enterprises/John David Geib


Biblical Discernment: Tests & Tools to discern Orthodoxy and Orthopraxis

	Sources
	Tests of Discernment 
	Tools for Discernment

	Older

Testament
	· Love & Worship of the God of the Bible (Deut 13)
· 100% Prophetic Accuracy                            (Deut 18:14-22; Jer 27--28; I Kings 22)

· Agreement with the Written Word of God (Isa. 8:11-22; Jer 18, 23; Ezk 37; Ezra 7)

	· Biblical Knowledge of God's Personality    As described in The Bible

· Ability to test the prophecy

· Knowledge of the Contents of the Bible

	Jesus
	Their Fruit, fruit being defined as:

· Obedience to the revealed Word of God (Matt 7:15-27)

· Obedience to the revealed Will of God  (Matt 7:15-27)

· Consistent practice of Sacrificial Love     (John 13:34-35)

· The Holy Spirit Glorification of the Christ described in the Bible, not the Christ of human imagination.                                           (John 16:13-15) 
	Knowledge of undeniable "Biblical Fruit"

· Knowledge of the Word of God

· Knowledge & Practice of the will of God

· Knowledge & Practice of "Agape" love as defined by Jesus and His example.

· Anointing of & responsiveness to the Holy Spirit & His ministries as described in the Bible, not to His ministry as described by human imagination.



	John
	The Doctrine of Jesus Christ,

defined by John as confessing Jesus as

· Messiah (I John 2:22, 5:1)

· Truly god  (I John 1:1, 4:15, 5:5, 5:13, 5:20)

· truly Human (I John 1:1-2, 4:2)

· the Savior, His sacrificial death for our sins (I John 1:7-9, 2:1-2, 3:16, 4:4-10, 4:14, 5:6-9)
· Lifestyle test of Light (Holiness)                                                (I John 1:5--2:2, 2:28--3:10)

· Lifestyle test of Love (Agape Love)                   (I John 2:7-11, 3:11-18, 4:7-21)
	· A thorough Knowledge of

Biblically defined Christology, The Doctrine of the Person & Work of Jesus Christ)

· Knowledge & Practice of Biblical ly defined Holiness

· Knowledge & Practice  of agape Love



	Paul
	The Doctrines of (2 Corinthians 11:1-15)

· Jesus, 

· the Gospel, 

· the Holy Spirit 

· Lifestyle tests of Holiness & Love as defined by the Bible, not human definitions of these subjects adjusted to human behavior (Gal 5, Eph 4--6, Col. 3 etc.).


	· Scripture                                                                                  (I Tim 4, 2 Tim 2:15--4:5)

· Christ Centered Renewal                                            (Col 3:1-17)

· Spiritual Weapons                                                          (Eph 6:10-20, I Thess 5:1-11)

· The Gift of Discernment                                                  (I Cor 14:10)



	Peter
	· Message(s): Orthodox or Heretical?            (2 Peter 2:1-3)

· Morals: Orthopraxic or immoral?                     (2 Pet 2:2, 2:10, 2:13-14, 2:18-19)

· Monetary Practices: Worthy or Greedy?                                                     (2 Pet 2:3, 2:13-15)
	· Knowledge of Scripture                                                     (2 Pet 1:16-21, 3:1-2, 3:15-17)
· Practice of Biblical Holiness                                    (2 Pet 1:3-11, 3:11-18)

· Motivation s: Servant Leadership                                                                       (1 Pet 5:1-4)




JOHN'S DOCTRINE OF AGAPE LOVE
(In His First Letter)

1) [image: image62.wmf]I John 2:3-11                                                                     
2) I John 2:15-17                                                                    
3) I John 3:10-18                                                                    
4) I John 4:7-21                                                                     
[image: image63.wmf]

	[image: image64.wmf]
         EVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST

((((((((((
Which God gave Him to show to His servants

what must soon take place.

He made it known by sending His angel to His servant John,

who testifies to everything he saw,

The Word of God and The Testimony of Jesus Christ.

Blessed is the one reading and hearing the words of this Prophecy,

and obeying the things written it, for the Time is Near.

LOOK, I COME LIKE A THIEF!

BLESSED ARE THOSE 

WHO STAY AWAKE AND KEEP CLOTHED

LEST THEY GO NAKED AND BE 

SHAMEFULLY EXPOSED.

LOOK, I AM COMING SOON!

BLESSED IS THE ONE WHO OBEYS

THE WORDS OF THE PROPHECY

OF THIS BOOK.




INTRODUCTION TO THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST

LITERARY BACKGROUND 

1) AUTHOR

· A “John” is named as the author of Revelation (Rev. 1:1, 1:4, 1:9, 22:8).

· Irenaeus (130-202 AD/CE) was a disciple of Polycarp, and Polycarp knew personally the Apostle John. Irenaeus wrote that the Apostle John wrote Revelation “ . . . almost in my lifetime, at the end of Domitian’s reign” [81-96 AD/CE] (Eusibius, History of The Church, 5, 8).

· Irenaeus was joined in the conclusion that John the Apostle wrote Revelation by Papias (2nd C. AD/CE), Clement of Alexander (150-215), Origin (185-254), Eusibius (260-340), Jerome (340-420), Augustine (c. 400) and the Councils of Nicea (325), Hippo (393) and Carthage (397 and 419).  For more on John, see , John: Son of Thunder, Apostle of Love.
2) DATE

Two main views are currently held regarding the date of Revelation.

1) Revelation was written late into Domitian’s reign as Roman Emperor (81-96 AD/CE), based on the testimony of Irenaeus (above) and the agreement of the book with historical evidence from this period.  

2) Revelation was written during Nero’s reign (54-68 AD/CE), based primarily on the numerical number of the Hebrew letters used to spell “Neron Caesar,” which can be made to total “666,” the number of the “beast” at Revelation 13:8.  Also, the Temple in Jerusalem (if taken literally at Revelation 11) is mentioned, and it was not destroyed until 70 AD/CE.

3) PROPHECY (cf. p.)

· Definition

a) Rev. 19:10

b)

c)

d)

· Extent

· Purpose

4) GENRE: Apocalyptic Literature, A Sub-Set of Prophecy

· Revelation is described as “apocalyptic” literature based on its title (Apocalypsis, Rev. 1:1) and contents.

· Apocalypsis ((((((((((() is a transliteration from Greek which means to “reveal, disclose, unveil.”
· Apocalyptic literature achieved its literary zenith during 200 BC/BCE through 200 AD/CE.                             

· It was usually written by believers in times of persecution who used symbolism to describe the war between good and evil, the end times, visions and prophecies of eternal importance.

· (see Evangelical Dictionary of Theology, “Apocalyptic,” 62-65 and Daniel, Ezekiel and Zechariah).

a) Apocalyptic means

b) Date

c) Origin

d) Purpose

e) Characteristics

5) SUMMARY: The Apocalypse of Jesus Christ

Genre: Rev. 1:1

Theme: Rev. 1:7

Purposes  

1) Rev. 1:1

2) Rev. 1:7

3) Rev. 16:15

Structure 

1:19a

1:19b

1:19c

Historical Background: Tacitus, The Annals of Rome

(Read carefully Rev. 17--18, esp. 17:18)

	JOHN:  SON OF THUNDER, APOSTLE OF LOVE
JOHN’S INTRODUCTION TO JESUS:  THE “DISCIPLE” OF JOHN THE BAPTIZER 

1) (John 1:35-51)
JOHN’S PREPARATION BY JESUS:  THE “SON OF THUNDER”

2) Called to follow and fish for Jesus (Mk. 1:16-31, Mt. 1:18-22, Lk. 5:1-11)

3) Appointed by Jesus as Apostle, nicknamed “Son of Thunder”  (Mk. 3:13-19, Lk 6:12-16)

4) Sent by Christ to Proclaim with Power (Mk. 6:6-13, Mt. 9:35-11:1, Lk. 9:1-6)

5) Inner Circle witness to Transfiguration (Mk. 9:2-13, Mt. 17:1-13, Lk. 9:28-36)

6) Rebuked by Jesus for “party spirit” (Mk. 9:38-50, Lk. 9:46-50)

7) Rebuked by Jesus for “judgmental spirit” (Lk. 9:51-56, cp. Acts 8:1-25, 8:14-15)

8) Rebuked by Jesus for “ambitious spirit” (Mk. 10:32-45, Mt. 20:17-28)

9) Requested further teaching on 2nd Coming (Mk. 13:1-4, cf. Book of Revelation)

JOHN’S PASSION FOR JESUS:  THE “FAITHFUL WITNESS”
10) Sent by Jesus to prepare Last Supper (Mk. 14:12-16, Mt. 26:17-19, Lk. 22:7-13)

11) Ate Last Supper leaning on Jesus’ breast (Jn. 13:21-30)

12) Went to pray with Jesus in Garden (Mk. 14:32-42, Mt. 26:36-46, Lk. 22:39-46)

13) Eyewitness to Jesus’ Trial (Jn. 18:12-18)

14) Eyewitness to Jesus’ crucifixion, and entrusted to care for Mary (Jn. 19:18-27)

15) Eyewitness to Jesus’ death on cross (Jn. 19:31-42)

JOHN & THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS:  THE “BELIEVER”
16) 1st of male disciples to “believe”(Jn. 20:1-10)

17) Eventually wrote Gospel so we would “believe” (Jn. 21)

JOHN’S PROCLAMATION OF JESUS:  THE “PILLAR”
18) Baptized with the Holy Spirit on Pentecost (Acts 1-2, esp. Acts 1:13, John 7:37-39)

19) Boldly proclaimed Christ in Jerusalem (Acts 3-4, esp. Acts 4:13, 4:19-20)

20) Missionary to Samaria with Peter (Acts 8; Cf. Acts 8:14-15 & Luke 9:51-56)

21) Brother James killed by Herod in 44 AD (Acts 12:1-2)

22) Called a “pillar” of Jerusalem Church by the Apostle Paul (Galatians 2:1-10)

23) Wrote The Gospel of John and The Letters  (1,2,3) of John, probably between 70-90 AD (Cf. John’s Gospel and Letters)

JOHN’S REVELATION OF JESUS:  THE “PROPHET”
24) Received The Revelation of Jesus Christ while exiled in the Isle of Patmos for “the message and testimony of Jesus  Christ.” John was commanded by Jesus to “write the things which you have seen, the things which are, and the things which will happen after these things”, i.e., The Book of Revelation (Cf. The Book of Revelation).

For extra-biblical Information on John, see Eusebius, The History of the Church  (New York: Penguin, 1984),

3.23-24; 4.14; 5.5.20; 3.39; 3.28-29. Eusibius recorded these stories from the writings of the Church Fathers.




THE INTERPRETATION AND PURPOSES OF PROPHETIC LITERATURE

The Interpretation of Prophecy

2 Peter 3:15-16

Acts 17:11

2 Tim. 2:15

The Purposes of Prophecy

The purpose of biblical prophecy is not primarily intellectual knowledge.  

Rather, God gives us knowledge of the future for spiritual, moral and volitional purposes 

to motivate us to obey God in this present evil world while we wait confidently and expectantly for 

The Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

See the representative passages below for the true purposes of prophecy. 

· Readiness  (Matt. 24:36--25:30; Mark 13:32-37; Luke 12:36-48, 17:22-37, 21:29-36 among others).

· Holiness (Romans 13:8-14; John 3:1-3; 2 Peter 3; Titus 2:11-14; James 5:1-9).

· Encouragement (1 Thessalonians 4:13--5:2; 1 Peter 1).

· Evangelism (2 Peter 3).

The Main Purposes of the Revelation of Jesus Christ

For Christians 

· To excite them with the expectation of Christ’s second coming and to prepare them to be ready for this hope as a bride would be ready for her marriage day  (Rev. 1:7, 2--3; 16:15, 21:7, 22:12, 22:17, 22:20).

· To assure Christians of Christ’s Past and Ultimate Future Victory over Satan (Rev. 19--22).

· To motivate Christians to Overcome in this age Satan and The World System run by Satan based on Christ’s Victorious power, while we wait for the glorious New Heavens and New Earth (Rev. 2--3, 21:1-7, 22:12-14)

For Those Not Yet Christians

· To warn them of the Judgement and Eternal Damnation they will receive if they do not repent their present allegiance to Satan and receive Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior (Rev. 9:20-21, 20:11-15, 21:8, 21:27, 22:11-15, 22:18-19).  
AN OVERVIEW OF OLD TESTAMENT ESCHATOLOGY

The Retribution and Restoration of Yahweh

	Prophet-Dates (BC/BCE)
	Universal Prophecies
	Prophecies about Israel

	Obadiah: c. 845


	vss. 15-16
	vss. 17-21

	Joel: c. 810-795
	2:28-29

2:30-31

3:2

3:9-17
	3:1

3:18-21

	Amos: c. 760-746


	
	9:13-15

	Hosea: c. 746-724


	
	3:4-5

	Micah: c. 735-690


	4:1-8 (cp. Isa. 2)
	

	Isaiah: c. 740-680


	11:1-10

65:17-25

66:22-24
	11:11-16

	Jeremiah: c. 626-585


	
	23:5-7

33:14-26



	Ezekiel: 592-570


	38-39
	37:24-28

	Daniel: 603-538


	2

7


	12

	Zechariah: c. 519-475


	12:1-9
	12:10-14

13

14


Messiah Jesus’ Eschatological Teaching on Mt. Olivet

1) The Context of Messiah’s Eschatological Teaching on Mt. Olivet
· Sunday: Messiah’s Presentation, Rejection and Prediction (with tears) of Jerusalem’s future Destruction 

(Mt. 21:1-11; Mk. 11:1-11; Lk. 19:28-44).

· Monday: Messiah’s Curse of the Fig Tree

(Mt. 21:18-19; Mk. 11:12-14; Cp. Lk. 13:6-9).

· Tuesday: Messiah’s Predictions of

Israel’s Rejection (Mt. 21:33-44)

Jerusalem’s Destruction (Mt. 22:7)

Jerusalem’s Desolation (Mt. 23:36-39) until 

Conclusion?

2) The Content of Messiah’s Eschatological Teaching on Mt. Olivet
a) The Theme (Lk. 21:1-7; Mt. 24:1-3; Mk. 13:1-4)

b) The Stages 

· Persecution, Proclamation, Deception & Signification (Lk. 21:8-19, Mt. 24:4-14; Mk. 13:5-13)
· Abomination, Destruction, Deception & Flight (Lk. 21:20-24; Mt. 24:15-25; Mk. 13:14-23)
· Signification, Revelation, Redemption
3) The Commands of Messiah’s Eschatological Teaching on Mt. Olivet
Fig Tree (Mt. 21:32-35; Mk. 13:28-31; Lk. 21:29-33)

Noah (Mt. 24:36-41)

Thief (Mt. 24:42-44)

Servant (Mt. 24:45-51; Mk. 13:32-37; Lk. 21:34-36)

Virgins (Mt. 25:1-13)

Talents (Mt. 25:14-30)

Sheep & Goats (Mt. 25:31-46)

4) The Challenge of Messiah’s Eschatological Teaching on Mt. Olivet

YES, I AM COMING SOON!

SEVEN ORTHODOX TRUTHS ABOUT THE SECOND COMING OF JESUS CHRIST

UNIVERSALLY BELIEVED BY CHRISTIANS FOR 1960 YEARS

[image: image65.wmf]
DEFINITIONS

Orthodoxy (2 Pet. 3:10)

Heterodoxy (2 Pet. 3:15-16)

Heresy (2 Pet. 3:3-7)

1) SIGNIFICATION:  SIGNS

Jesus:  Mt. 24:8  (Mt. 24:4-29)

John:  Seals (Rev. 6--7), 

Trumpets (Rev. 8—14) and 

Bowls (Rev. 15--19)

2) TRIBULATION

Jesus: Mt. 24:21-22

John: 1 John 2:18

Paul: 2 Thess. 2:1-12

John: Rev. 6--19

3) REVELATION

Jesus: Mt. 24:30-31

Peter: 2 Pet. 3:10

Paul: 1 Thess. 4:13--5:3

John: Rev. 19

4) RETRIBUTION

Jesus: Mt. 25:31-46

Peter: 2 Pet. 3:10-12

John: Rev. 20:10-15

5) EVALUATION

Jesus:  Mt. 25:14-30

Paul: 2 Cor. 5:10

John: Rev. 22:12

6) REGENERATION

Jesus : Mt. 19:28

Peter: 2 Pet. 3:13

7) PRESCRIPTIONS

Jesus: Rev. 16:15

Paul: Rom. 13:11-14

Peter: 2 Pet. 3:9-12

2 Pet. 3:14-15

	SEVEN  ORTHODOX TRUTHS ABOUT THE SECOND COMING OF JESUS CORRELATED WITH REVELATION

	Seven Orthodox Truths
	The Lord Jesus Christ
	Peter
	Paul
	John (Revelation)

	Signification:  Signs
	    Matthew 24, esp. 24:8        
	          2 Peter 3:3-7                  
	1 Tim. 4:1-4; 2 Tim. 3:1-9;

1 Thess. 5:3; 

2 Thess 2:1-12
	Seals (Rev. 6--7)

Trumpets (Rev. 8--14)

Bowls (Rev. 15--19)

	Tribulation
	Matthew 24:21-22


	
	2 Thess. 2:1-12
	See chapters in box above

	Revelation
	Matthew 24:30-31
	2 Peter 3:10
	1 Thess. 4:13--5:12; 

Col. 3:1-4

2 Thess.1:5--2:12; Phil. 3:21;

1 Cor. 15:20-58
	Revelation 19

	Retribution


	Matthew 25:31-46
	2 Peter 3:7-12
	1 Thess. 5:1-3; 

2 Thess. 1:6-9;

2 Thess 2:8
	Revelation 19:19--20:15

	Evaluation


	Matthew 25:14-30
	2 Peter 1:10-11
	Rom. 14:9-12; 

1 Cor. 3:10--4:5;

2 Cor. 5:10; 2 Tim. 4:6-8
	Revelation 22:12

	Regeneration


	Matthew 19:28; 

25:31
	2 Peter 3:13
	Rom. 8:17-21; 

1 Cor. 15:24-28;

Eph. 1:9-10; Eph. 2:6-7
	Revelation 21:1--22:5

	Prescriptions


	Matthew 24:42-45; 

Matthew 25
	2 Peter 3:8-12, 3:14-15
	Rom. 13:11-14; 2 Cor. 5:6-7;

1 Thess. 5:6-11; Titus 2:11-14
	Revelation 16:15; plus many others.
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	FOUR MODELS OF VIEWING & INTERPRETING THE APOCALYPSE  

	Chronological


	Preterist


	Idealist
	Historicist
	Futurist

	Conceptual/

Structural

	Evaluation & Preparation

of The Church, The Bride

Revelation 1--3


	Retribution - Redemption

on and of The World

Revelation 4--20


	Regeneration – Consummation

of The Cosmos & The Wife

Revelation 21—22



	Christological


	JESUS THE LORD

The Prophet to The Church

Who Helps Prepare 

His Bride for Marriage

Revelation 1--3


	JESUS THE LAMB

The Priestly King 

Who Judges & Saves 

The World

Revelation 4--20
	JESUS THE LOVER

The Groom Who

Marries The Bride 

(The Church)

Revelation 21—22

	Cosmic Visionary


	Vision of 

Christ Glorified

Revelation 1:10


	Vision of 

God & The Lamb

Revelation 4:1-2
	Vision of 

The Prostitute & Earthly Babylon

Revelation 17:1-3


	Vision of 

The Wife-Heavenly Jerusalem

Revelation 21:9-10
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	MAIN CHRONOLOGICAL INTERPRETATIONS OF REVELATION

	VIEWS
	CHAPTERS 1-3
	CHAPTERS 4-19
	CHAPTERS 20-22

	PRETERIST:  

Revelation is a witness to the historical conflict between 

Rome and 1st century Church. This view basically rejects the futuristic predictive claim of Revelation 1:19.


	Historical Churches of Asia Minor;

Emphasis is placed on the meaning

To 1st century Christians in their historical context.
	Symbolic of events that happened during 

the 1st century of the Church.  Historical and 

Non- supernatural hermeneutic.
	Symbolic of Christ’s 

eventual victory usually defined in non- literal terms.

	IDEALIST:  

Revelation is a “symbolic” picture of the continuous conflict between God & Satan, 

The Church & The World.    This view basically rejects the futuristic predictive claim of Revelation 1:19.


	The Historical Church (es) throughout all ages.
	Symbolic of the continuous historical war between 

good & evil, God & Satan throughout all ages.

Allegorical, mystical hermeneutic.
	Symbolic of Christ’s 

eventual victory usually defined in non- literal terms.

	HISTORICIST:  

Revelation is a historical prediction or forecast of the war between God & Satan from the 1st century until the end of time. This view accepts the predictive claim of Revelation 1:19.


	Historical Churches of Asia Minor, and sometimes each church is viewed as representative of an era or age of church history.
	Symbolic of chief historical events of church history, e.g., the fall of Rome, rise of Catholic Papacy, Islam, the Protestant Reformation, modern plagues & political configurations.
	Symbolic of Christ’s eventual victory, but also recognizes some future literal fulfillment of these passages.

	FUTURIST:  

Revelation is partially a historical book, but the bulk of the book is a prophecy of events that will occur in the last period of human history, 

the tribulation.  This view accepts the predictive claim of 1:19


	Historical Churches of Asia Minor, and sometimes each church is viewed as a representative of an era or age of church history.
	The Future Tribulation period, usually interpreted by a historical- grammatical hermeneutic.  

God’s future judgements, the rise of a personal anti-christ, the literal second coming of Jesus Christ.
	The literal millennial reign of Christ, followed by a literal last judgement and the eventual and literal experience of Heaven for Christ’s people and Hell

by those who rejected Christ and thus followed Satan.




	Viewpoints on The Timing of The Rapture


	Categories
	Pre-Tribulation Rapture
	Post-Tribulation Rapture
	Mid-Tribulation Rapture
	Partial Rapture

	Tenets-Beliefs


	
	
	
	

	Strengths


	
	
	
	

	Weaknesses


	
	
	
	


	HISTORICAL BACKGROUND ON THE SEVEN CHURCHES OF REVELATION

EPHESUS1
Ephesus was the most accessible city in Asia Minor by land or sea due to its geographical location.

Consequently, Ephesus was prominent for its' religious, political and economic attainments.   Ephesus was the home of the Temple of Diana (Artemis), and the prevailing culture of Ephesus was demonic (Acts 19:11-16), occultic (Acts 19:17-20) and idolatrous (Acts 19:23-41).  Possibly because of Ephesus' secular importance, more of the New Testament is concerned with this city that any other.  Timothy was a Pastor in this city (see 1 and 2 Timothy, esp. 1 Tim. 1:3), and John the Apostle made Ephesus his headquarters later in his ministry.

See Acts 19--20, Paul's Letter to the Ephesians, 1 and 2 Timothy and Rev. 2:1-7 for other Biblical background on Ephesus.

SMYRNA2
Smyrna was located on a harbor in W. Asia Minor and rivaled Ephesus for prominence in Asia because of its trade, handsome buildings and schools of science and medicine.  Smyrna contained a theater that seated 20,000 people and a large Jewish settlement.  

Polycarp (who knew personally the Apostle John) was martyred in Smyrna in 155 AD/CE.

PERGAMUM3
Pergamum was the religious center of Asia Minor.  It contained a 40-foot high altar dedicated to Zeus that was considered one of the wonders of the world.  Temples existed for Zeus, Dionysus, Athena and Asklepios (the latter also serving as a healing center that produced the great Greek physician Galen) and for three Roman Emperors.  Pergamum was also renowned for literature.  Their library contained 200,000 volumes, which were eventually plundered by Mark Antony. The city produced parchment, from which Pergamum derived its name.  Biblical background material needed to understand Jesus' message to this city can be found in Numbers 22--23; Numbers 31; 

Deut. 23:4-5; Joshua 13:22; Joshua 24:9-11; Micah 6:5; Nehemiah 13:2; 2 Peter 2:15; Jude 11; Exodus 16; John 6.

THYATIRA4
Thyatira was a wealthy known for its trade guilds, especially the guild of dyers.  Lydia, a woman who came to believe in Christ because of Paul, was a wealthy dyer from Thyatira (Acts 16:11-15).  Two main temples dominated the city: one was dedicated to Tyrimnon (ancient Lydian Sun god) and the other was dedicated to Sambethe that also housed a resident prophetess.  

See 1 Kings 16:31, 1 Kings 18--19, 1 Kings 21 and 2 Kings 9 for background material.

SARDIS5
Sardis was the capital of Lydia until 549 BC/BCE.  Sardis was thought to be impregnable because of its location on the slopes of Mt. Tmolus.  However, because of their failure to watch the city walls, the slope was scaled in 549 and again in 218 BC/BCE, leading to Sardis' decline in importance.  

Sardis was also known for luxury and immorality.
PHILADELPHIA6
Philadelphia was founded in 189 BC/BCE and known as "Little Athens" because of its glorious buildings and temples. 

It was also a wealthy trade center, but small due to frequent earthquakes.

LAODICEA7
Laodicea was known for its excellent black wool, Phrygian powder for eye problems and a renowned school of medicine.  The city was so wealthy that when it was destroyed by an earthquake in 60 AD/CE, its citizens refused Rome's offer of help and rebuilt the city at its own expense by means of their extensive banking system.  See Colossians, especially 4:16, for background material on this city.

1International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, II, 961-62 (Eerdmans: Grand Rapids, here after cited as ISBE; 2ISBE, IV, 2818-2819; H. Bettenson, Documents of The Christian Church (London: Oxford University, 2nd ed, 1963, 9-12). 3ISBE, IV, 2322-23; 4ISBE, V, 2977-78; 5ISBE, V, 2692; 6ISBE, IV, 2366; 7ISBE, III, 1836.


	The Preparation of The Bride:  The Lord Jesus Christ’s Messages To The Church(es)

	Categories
	Ephesus
(Rev. 2:1-7) 
	Smyrna
(Rev. 2:8-11)
	Pergamum
(Rev. 2:12-17)
	Thyatira
(Rev. 2:18-29)
	Sardis
(Rev. 3:1-6)
	Philadelphia
(Rev. 3:7-13)
	Laodicea
(Rev. 3:14-21)

	Revelation

From and about

The Lord Jesus

to The Church(es)


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Evaluation
(Positive & Negative)

of The Church(es)

by The Lord Jesus
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Recommendation

From The

Lord Jesus

to The Church(es)


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Admonition
from the Lord Jesus

to The Church(es)


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Exhortation
by the Lord Jesus

to The Church(es)


	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	 Jesus’ Messages to The Seven Churches of Revelation and of Today
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	Categories
	Ephesus

(2:1-7)
	Smyrna

(2:8-16)
	Pergamum

(2:12-17)
	Thyatira

(2:18-29)
	Sardis

(3:1-6)
	Philadelphia

(3:7-13)
	Laodicea

(3:14-21)

	Revelation

(of Jesus)


	His Centrality 

Holds the stars, walks in the midst

of the Church(es)
	His Eternality

First & the last, dead but ever-living
	His Word

Has sharp sword
	His Omniscience

Son of God, eyes of fire, bronze feet
	His Authority

Holds “7 Spirits of God (or sevenfold Spirit) & the 7 Stars
	His Messiahship

Holy, True One who has Key of David
	His Priority

Amen, Faithful & True Witness, the Ruler or Source of God’s Creation



	Evaluation

(by Jesus)

Positive

&

Negative
	Hard working 

Discerning, Enduring

   but

1st Love Forsaken
	Suffering

Afflicted

Persecuted Church
	True, Faithful to Christ’s Name,

  but

Tolerate False Teachers, Doctrine
	Hardworking faithful, loving, growing,

  but

tolerate False Teachers, Doctrine
	Reputation of Life

but

Dead & Sleepy & Soiled
	Little strength, 

but 

faithful to Word & Christ
	Lukewarm

Wretched, Pitiful

Poor, Blind

Naked



	Recommendation

(Of Jesus)
	Remember (heights)

Repent

Repeat 1st works

Love me first
	Don’t fear

Be faithful even to death

Be faithful to me
	Repent (change mind about God’s word)

Teach my word
	Hold on to what you possess in the Word of God

Hold on to my Word
	Wake up! Strengthen what remains alive, remember what you received and heard in God’s Word & obey 

Be alive in me
	Hold on to what you have!

Remain in me
	Purchase from Christ 

True Faith Righteousness

Illumination

Open up to me

Be hot for me



	Admonition

(by Jesus)


	Removal of lampstand
	Don’t Fear
	I will come & fight against False Teachers
	I will chastise & “kill” False Teachers & Doctrine
	I will come like a thief
	I am coming soon
	I will spit you out of my mouth



	Exhortation

(by Jesus)
	Eat from tree of life: The “first” choice humanity should have made

Live with Christ
	Crown of life,

not hurt by 2nd death,

Eternal life

Crowned with Christ
	Manna:  True Word of God

Stone: I will vote for you

Know with Christ
	Authority to reign

Morning Star:

Share Christ’s eternal reign

Reign with Christ
	Dressed in white

I will confess you before God

Confessed by Christ
	Pillar in God’s city, upon which I will write God’s name, city’s name

Christ’s name

Owned by Christ
	Feast with Christ

Reign with Christ

Seated with Christ


[image: image66.wmf]The Church Prepared for Spiritual War

The Theme of Preparation

Review Chart on the Seven Churches of Revelation.

Compare Rev. 16:15 with Romans 13:11-14

Prepared for Mission:  

If Christians don’t go Through the Tribulation

a)

b) Revelation 16:15 still applies

c) Matthew 28:18-20 & 2 Peter 3:9 remain priorities

Prepared for Tribulation 

If Christians do go Through the Tribulation

a) Main Theme of Bowl Judgements (Rev. 15:1)

b) Main Theme of Trumpet Judgements: The Three “WOES” (Rev. 8--14)

1) WOE 1: Rev. 9:1-12

2) WOE 2: Rev. 9:13--11:14

3) WOE 3?

c) Conclusion?

	THE THEOLOGY OF THE APOCALYPSE
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	RETRIBUTION
	REDEMPTION
	REVELATION

	Retribution of The Seals 

(Rev. 6--8) 

Retribution of The Trumpets

(Rev. 8--14)

Retribution of The Bowls of Wrath

(Rev. 15--19)

      Retribution of Eternal Damnation     

(Rev. 20)


	Lord of The Church(es):  Prophet

(Rev. 1--3)

Lamb Who was Slain:  Priest

(Rev. 4--18)

Lord Who will Reign:  King

(Rev. 19--20)

Lover Who will Marry:  Groom

(Rev. 21--22)
	Revealer of The Risen Christ

(Rev. 1:10; Rev. 1--3)

Revealer of The Living God

(Rev. 4:1-2; Rev. 4--5)

Revealer of The Great Prostitute

(Rev. 17:1-3; Rev. 17--18)

Revealer of The Glorious Bride

(Rev. 21:9-10; Rev. 21--22)


[image: image70.wmf][image: image71.wmf]Theophany: A Vision of the God of the Bible: Revelation 4--5

A) The Alternative Visions

B) The Biblical Visions-Theophanies

Ex. 3

Ex. 24

Isa. 6

Ezk. 1

Dan. 7

C) The Theophanic Vision of Revelation 4-5: Part 1 (Chapter 4)

1) 4:2 


(Cp. Isa. 6:1; Ezk. 1:26; Dan. 7:9; Eph. 1--2; Rom. 9-11; Rev. 20-22)

2) 4:3


(Cp. Ezk. 1:28; Ex. 28:15-21; Ex. 39:8-21; Psm. 27:4; Rev. 20--22)

3) 4:5-6a


(Cp. Rev. 1:4, 3:1, 5:6; 2 Chron. 16:9; Jer. 23:23-24; Ps, 139:1-2; Ex. 24:10; Ezk. 1:22-25)

4) 4:6b-8a


(Cp. Ex. 3:4-5; Lev. 11:44-45' Isa. 6:2-3; Ezk. 1:4-21; Dan. 7:9; John 12:39-41)

5) 4:8b


(Cp. Ex. 4--15; Eph. 1:19-21; Rev. 19-20)

6) 4:8c


(Cp. Ex. 3:13-14; Dan. 7:9; Psm. 90)

7) 4:11


(Cp. Gen 1--2; John 1:1-4' Col. 1:15-23; Hebrews 1)

The Theophanic Vision of Revelation 4-5: Part 2 (Chapter 5)

The Question: Rev. 5:1-4

[image: image72.wmf]The Answer: Revelation 5:5-7

1) The Lion of Judah

Gen. 49:8-10

2) The Root of David

Rev. 3:7

Rev. 22:16

[image: image73.wmf]2 Sam. 7:10

Isa. 9:7

Isa. 11

Jer. 23:5-6

Jer. 30:9

Jer. 33:15-25

Ezk. 34:23-24

Ezk. 37:22-28

Matt. 22:41-46 - Psm. 110
3) The Lamb Who was Slain

Ex. 12

[image: image74.wmf]Lev. 1--7: 17:11

Isa. 53

John 1:29

1 Cor,.5:7-8

1 Pet. 1:18-19

The Responses

Rev. 5:8-10

Rev. 5:11-12

Rev. 5:13-14

Revelation 6-18: A Futuristic Interpretation

Introduction & Review

Rev. 1--3: Theme?

Rev. 19--22: Theme?

My Methodology:

1)

2)

3)

THE BOWL JUDGEMENTS (Cycle 3, Revelation 15--19)

Main Theme?

Observations

1) Cp. 15:1 with 16:1

2) Cp. 16:10-11 with 13:2

3) Cp. 16:12-16 with 9:13-19

4) Cp. 16:12-16 with 19:11-21

Questions

1) 

2)

Conclusions

1) Either

2) Or

The Cycles of Retribution and Salvation in Revelation

Cycle 1: The 7 Seals (Rev. 6--8:5)

1) 6:1-2

2) 6:3-4

[image: image75.wmf]3) 6:5-6

4) 6:7-8

5) 6:9-11

6) 6:12--7:17

7) 8:1-6

Cycle 2: The 7 Trumpets (Rev. 8:6--15)

1) 8:7

[image: image76.wmf]2) 8:8-9

3) 8:10-11

4) 8:12-13

5) 9:1-12: The 1st Woe

6) 9:13-11:14: The 2nd Woe

7) 11:15-15:8 The 3rd Woe

Cycle 3: The 7 Bowls (Rev. 16--20)

1) 16:1-2

[image: image77.wmf]2) 16:3

3) 16:4-7

4) 16:8-9

5) 16:10-11

6) 16:12-16

6) 16:17--20:15

	The Cycles of Retribution and Salvation in Revelation

	Numbers
	Jesus


	Cycle 1:  7 Seals

Rev. 6--8:5
	Cycle 2: 7 Trumpets

Rev. 8:6--15
	Cycle 3: 7 Bowls

Rev. 16--20

	1


	
	6:1-2

Conqueror
	8:7

1/3 of Earth burned
	16:1-2

Skin Disease



	2


	Mt. 24:6-7a
	6:3-4

War
	8:8-9

1/3 of Sea into blood
	16:3

All Seas into Blood



	3


	Mt. 24:7b-8

Birthpangs
	6:5-6

Famine
	8:10-11

1/3 of Waters bitter
	16:4-7

All Waters into Blood



	4


	Mt. 24:9-13


	6:7-8

Death
	8:12-13

1/3 of Heavens black
	16:8-9

Sun Burns the Earth

Humanity refuses to

Repent

	5


	
	6:9-11

Martyrdom
	9:1-12

The 1st Woe

Demonized Locusts
	16:10-11

Darkness Poured on the Beast's Throne

Humanity blasphemes God



	6
	Lk. 21:11, 21:25-26
	6:12-7:17

Geological & Cosmological Signs:

Salvation of

The Multitude

from

The Great Tribulation
	9:13-11:14

The 2nd Woe

1/3 of Humanity Killed

Humanity Refuses to Repent & Return to God


	16:12-16

Euphrates River dried up in preparation for Armageddon

Humanity organizes under the Beast in total rebellion against God in preparation for Armageddon



	7
	
	8:1-6

Start of Cycle 2
	11:15-15:8

The 3rd Woe

The Revelation of

The Beast,

The anti-christ

The Last Harvest of Salvation


	Greatest Earthquake,

Babylon Judged,

Armageddon 

&

The Second Coming of The

Lord Jesus Christ


[image: image78.wmf]
	EVELATION 10: THE LITTLE SCROLL, AN INTERPRETIVE KEY TO REVELATION

	OBSERVATIONS
	CORRELATIONS
	INTERPRETATIONS

	
	
	Normal-Literal
	Figurative-Symbolic

	Subject

10:2, 10:8, 10:9, 10:10


	
	
	

	Time

10:7


	Rev. 11:14

Rev. 11:15


	
	

	Events

10:3-4

10:7
	Dan. 12:4

Dan. 12:9

Dan. 7:8-28

Dan. 9, esp. 9:24

Dan. 12:1-9


	
	

	Commands

10:8

10:9

10:11


	Jer. 15:10

Ezk. 2:8--3:4
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THE TWO WITNESSES OF REVELATION 11

	OBSERVATIONS
	CORRELATIONS
	INTERPRETATIONS

	
	
	Normal-Literal
	Figurative-Symbolic

	Geographical

11:1-2

11:8

11:9-10

11:12

11:13


	
	
	

	Chronological

11:2

11:3

11:7

11:9

11:11


	Dan. 7:25

Dan. 9:27

Dan. 12:1-7
	
	

	Identification

11:3

11:4

11:6a

11:6b

11:10
	Zech. 3--4 

(Joshua & Zerubbabel, 519 BC)

1 Kings 17--18, 2 Kings 1 

(Elijah & Elisha, 860s BC/BCE)

Exodus 7--10 

(Moses & Aaron, 1450 BC/BCE)
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REVELATION 12: THE COSMIC WAR (The Woman, The Dragon, The Child & The Angel)

	OBSERVATIONS
	CORRELATIONS
	I

NTERPRETATIONS

	
	
	Normal-Literal
	Figurative-Symbolic

	The Woman

12:1

12:2

12:4

12:5

12:6

12:13

12:14a

12:14b

12:15-16
	Gen. 37:1-11

Isa. 26:16-19; Micah 5:1-5; Jn. 4:22; Rom. 9:3-5

Matt. 2

Psm. 2; Rev. 19:15; Rev. 2:26-27; Acts 4:25-28

Zech. 14:5; Matt. 24:16-26

Jer. 30--31, esp. 30:1-7 & 31:35-40

Ex. 19:3-4;  Deut. 32:10-12

Dan. 7:25;  Rev. 13:5

Zech. 14:5;  Rev. 11:13


	
	

	The Dragon

12:3

12:4a

12:4b

12:7

12:8-12
	Job 38:7; Ezk. 28:12-19; Isa. 14:12-15

Matt. 2

Dan. 10:13-11:1; Dan. 12:1; Eph. 2:1-3, 6:10-20

Rev. 8:13;  9:12;  11:14
	
	

	The Child

12:5a

12:5b


	Psm. 2:9; Rev. 19:15; 2:26-27; Acts 4:25-28

Acts 1;  Luke 24;  Rev. 5
	
	

	The Angel

12:7


	Dan. 10:13--11:1;  12:1
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REVELATION 13: A BIBLICAL BIOGRAPHY OF THE ANTI-CHRIST

	Stage 1: Preparation
	Stage 2:  Manifestation

	
	2 Thessalonians
	Revelation
	Daniel 7
	Daniel 9
	Daniel 12

	[image: image79.wmf][image: image80.wmf]1 John 2:18

Matthew 24:1-14

Revelation 6--12


	2:7a
	
	

	
	2:3


	
	

	
	2:7b


	
	11:1

12:1a

	Matthew 24:15-22


	2:3

2:8a


	13:1-3
	7:8

7:24
	9:27a


	12:1b

12:5

	
	2:4


	13:4-10
	7:11a

7:20


	9:27b (Cp. Matt. 24:15)
	

	Matthew 24:23-24


	2:9-11


	13:11-18
	7:21

7:25


	3:1
	12:12

	Matthew 24:29-50
	2:12

1:6-10

1 Thess. 4:13--5:1


	19:11-21
	7:11b

7:22

7:26
	
	12:2

Ezra Enterprises/
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Revelation 14--19: Four Conclusionary Visions

1) The End of God's Harvest (Rev. 14)

14:1-5

14:6-12

14:14-16 

(Cp. Matt. 13:24-43, especially 13:40-43)

14:17-20

Cp. 8:13-19

Joel 3:9-17

Isa. 63:1-6

2) The End of God's Wrath (Rev. 15:5--16)

16:1-2

16:3

16:4-7

16:8-9

16:10-11

16:12-14

16:16

Interlude: The Urgent Prophetic Warning from Jesus Christ (16:15)

Thief

Jesus: Matt. 24:42-44, Lk. 12:35-40; Rev. 3:3

Paul: 1 Thess. 5:1-12

Peter: 2 Pet. 3:10

Awake

Jesus: Matt. 24:42-43, 25:13; Mk. 13:34-37; Lk. 12:37-39; Rev. 3:2-3

Paul: 1 Thess. 5:6 & 5:10

Clothed

Isa. 63:10

Jesus: Matt. 22:1-14

Paul: Rom. 13:11-14

3) The End of "Mystery Babylon" (Rev. 17--18)

See Next Page for Biblical Background on Babylon

Mystery Babylon Viewed Spiritually

17:1

17:2 &

18:23

17:4

18:2

17:5

Mystery Babylon Viewed Politically

17:1

17:2

17:15

17:18
Mystery Babylon Viewed Economically
17:4

18:3

Mystery Babylon Viewed Culturally

18:22-23

Mystery Babylon Viewed Geographically

17:9

Mystery Babylon Viewed Analogically
17:7-9

21:1-2

21:9-27

The Destiny of Mystery Babylon

17:16-18

Mystery Babylon Viewed Scripturally

Luke 4:1-8

Eph. 2:1-2

2 Cor. 4:3-4

Eph. 6:10-12

1 John 5:19-21

1 John 2:15-17

[image: image81.wmf]Biblical Background on Babylon

Historical Babylon in the Older Testament

· Babylon is the Greek version of the Hebrew word "babel, (((," which means ". . . gate of God . . .
  

· Babel was the source of the first organized rebellion against God (Gen. 10:6-10; 11:1-10).  

Because the Hebrew word for confusion (balal, ((() sounds similar to babel, Genesis 11:9 contains a pun that identified Babel and the spiritual "confusion or balal" that occurred there (Gen. 11:1-10).

· Babylon was a symbol of Satan's rebellion against God (Isa. 14, especially 14:12-14).

· Babylon destroyed Jerusalem and sent Judah into captivity, which was predicted by the prophets (Micah 4:10, Isa. 39; Jer. 20:1-6, 21; 22:24-27 and Ezk. 21) and fulfilled in 586 BC/BCE (2 Ki. 24-25; 2 Chron 36; Jer. 39; Jer. 52).

· God promised to destroy Babylon for their wickedness (Isa. 13--14; 21:1-10; 46-47; Jer. 25; 50-51), which was fulfilled in 539-38 BC/BCE by Cyrus the Great (Dan. 5). 

Symbolical Babylon in the New Testament

· Rome was called "Babylon" by early Christians because Rome resembled rebellious Babylon               (1 Pet. 5:13).  Similarly, Jerusalem was called in Revelation 11:8 "Sodom" (see Isa. 1:9-10, 3:9; Jer. 23:14; Ezk. 16:46-49) and "Egypt" (see Ezk. 23) because of a shared resistance to God.

Interpretations of Mystery Babylon

Mystery Babylon (Rev. 14:8 and Rev. 17--18) has been interpreted in three main ways by Bible students.

1) A secret "code" name for historical Rome used by the Apostles and early Christians.

2) A literal rebuilt Babylon on the Euphrates River in present day Iraq.  

It is a fact that Sadaam Hussein had ambitions to restore Babylon to its former glory.  

Some believe that Babylon will become the geographical center of religious, political, economic and social rebellion against God in the last days. 

3) A symbol for past, present and future organized rebellion against God 

that involves spiritual, political, economic and sociological components. 

As such, Mystery Babylon is the "world system," run by Satan and those who follow Satan's values 

(1 John 2:15-17; 1 John 5:19-21).

[image: image82.wmf]4) Armageddon

“Armageddon” means “mountain of Mageddo.”

Mageddo is a place in N. Central Palestine, about 15 miles from the Mediterranean coast.

At this location, a cosmic war will be fought between the anti-christ and the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Prediction of Armageddon

Joel 3:1-2

Joel 3:9-16

Zechariah 12:1-3

Zechariah 12:9 

Zechariah 14:1-2

See also Zephaniah 3:14-20; Isaiah 66:15-24; Ezekiel 38--39; 2 Thess. 1:5-10; 2 Thess. 2:8-12.

The Preparation for Armageddon

Rev. 9:10-18  (Angelic & Military)

Rev. 16:12     (Angelic & Geographical)

Rev. 16:13-14 (Demonic & Supernatural)

Rev. 16:15     (Spiritual)

Rev. 16:16     (Demonic & International)

Rev. 19:11-16 (Heavenly)

Rev. 19:17-18 (Angelic & Natural)

The Revelation at Armageddon
Names

Rev. 19:11

Rev. 19:13

Rev. 19:16

Actions

Rev. 19:11

Rev. 19:15

Rev. 19:20-21

Company

Rev. 19:14

Rev. 19:8

Rev. 17:14

1The following are the main evidences for a unitary Second Coming at the conclusion of the Tribulation at Armageddon(called the Post-Tribulation view).  This view is opposed to the two-stage view that Jesus will come secretly for the Church before the tribulation and publicly with the Church at Armageddon (called the Pre-Tribulation View).
1) Jesus’ Second Coming is normally associated in the New Testament with both the resurrection and glorification of Christians.  
2) Revelation 20 describes only two resurrections; the first is associated with the Rev. 19 Revelation of Jesus, which from the context of Rev. 20 is clearly a resurrection of believers.  
3) The Second Coming of Jesus is associated with both retribution on unbelievers and the rescue and glorification of believers (see 2 Thess. 1:5-10 and 2:1-10), which more naturally comports with the Revelation 19--20 depiction of events. See for balanced discussions of this controversial topic  R. G. Clouse, The Meaning of The Millennium: Four Views (Baker, 1978)                                                         

	MAIN INTERPRETATIONS OF THE MILLENNIUM OF REVELATION


	VIEWS
	CHAPTERS 1-3
	CHAPTERS 4-19
	CHAPTER 20:1-6

	APOCALYPTIC
Views Revelation as one of many apocalyptic writings such as Daniel, Ezekiel, Zechariah & the Apocryphal Apocalyptic books.


	Historical Churches
	Symbolic of past, and perhaps future conditions.
	Symbolic of Christ’s 

& The Church's 

eventual victory 

over Satan & evil.

	AMILLENNIAL 

(Realized Millennialism):

Jesus is presently reigning 

In the heavenlies 

And His second coming will close this age.  

OT promises to Israel are fulfilled in the Church.


	Historical Churches
	Symbolic of historical events of the first century and sometimes subsequent centuries, not necessarily in chronological order.
	A figurative picture of Christ’s reign from His resurrection until the second coming.  

Christ is now reigning in the heavenlies (Eph. 1).

	POSTMILLENNIAL

 Jesus’ second coming will occur after the eventual Christianization of the World. 


	Historical Churches
	Symbolic of historical events in the Church age culminating in the victory and universal reign of Christianity in the world.
	A literal 1000 year 

(or al least a long period

 of time-space history) 

reign of Christianity’s peace and justice will be crowned by the second coming of Christ.



	PREMILLENNIAL

Jesus’ second coming will come at the end of the tribulation and before the literal reign of Christ on earth.


	Historical Churches, 

and sometimes seven eras 

or stages of predicted Church history.
	Literal, future events that will occur just prior to and during the tribulation era, culminating in the rise and reign of a literal anti-christ who will rule the world for Satan and the personal, visible 

second coming of Christ.
	The literal, personal and future reign of Christ from Jerusalem as King of the nations 

which will follow 

the second coming of Christ.


	The Doctrine of Hell in the Apocalypse of Jesus Christ

“Abandon Hope All Ye That Enter Here”

(Inscription over Hell’s Gate in Dante’s The Inferno, Canto III, line 9)

“Better to Reign in Hell, than Serve in Heaven” 

(Satan, in Milton’s Paradise Lost, Book 1, line 263)

(See also Evangelical Dictionary of Theology, 506; 369-70; International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, IV, 2501-2504, 

and “Hell,” V, 3258, Theological Dictionary of The New Testament, I, 146-49; 657-58)



	THE EVALUATIONS OF THE DAMNED AND THE SAVED

	THE DAMNED

Rev. 19:19-21

Rev. 20:7-10

Rev. 20:11-15

Rev. 21:8

Rev. 22:10-11

Rev. 22:15

Gal. 5:19-21

1 Cor. 6:9-10

Eph. 5:3-7



	THE SAVED

Rev. 21:6-7

Rev. 22:10-11

Rev. 22:14

Gal. 3:26-29

1 Cor. 6:11

Eph. 2:8-10



	THE DESCRIPTIONS OF DAMNATION

	REVELATION

1)

  (Rev. 2:11, 20:14, 21:8)

2)

  (Rev. 14:9-11, 19:20, 20:10, 20:14, 21:8)

3)

  (Rev. 14:9-11, 20:10)

4)

  (Rev. 22:15)


	JESUS

Fire

(Matt. 13:36-43, 13:47-58, 18:1-9; Luke 16:19-31).

Gehenna: A Garbage Dump

(Matt. 5:22-30, 10:8, 18:9, 23:15).

Darkness:

(Matt. 8:5-13, 22:1-14, 25:14-30).

Weeping, Gnashing of Teeth

(Matt. 22:1-14, 24:45-51, 25:30,Like 13:22-30).

Worm does not die

(Mark 9:42-49, Isa. 66:24).

Eternal Punishment

(Matt. 25:31-46,

©Ezra Enterprises/John David Geib


The Regeneration of All Things: The Eternal State 

". . . in the Regeneration, when the Son of Man will sit on His Glorious Throne . . ." (Matthew 19:28)

Rev. 21:1

Isa. 65:17-25

66:22-24

2 Peter 3:10-13

Romans 8:18-25

Rev. 21:2

Gal. 4:21-31

Heb. 12:18-19

Rev. 21:3-5

1 Cor. 15:20-28, esp. 15:28

Rev. 21:6-8

The Consummation of the Groom and the Bride

[image: image83.wmf]Revelation 21:1--22:5

Previsions of the Consummation

Hosea 1--3

Isa. 3

Isa. 57

Jer. 2--3

Jer. 13

Ezk. 23

John 3:29

2 Cor. 11:1-15

Eph. 5:18-33

Invitation to the Consummation: Who Is Invited?

Matt. 22:1-14

Rev. 19:9

Rev. 21:6

Rev. 22:17

Preparation for the Consummation: How is The Bride Prepared?

Matt. 22:11-12

Eph. 5:21-33

Titus 3:1-7

Rev. 3:4-5

Rev. 16:15

Rev. 19:7-8

Rev. 22:14

The Consummation: The Cosmic Marriage of the Lamb & The Bride

Rev. 21:2-9: The Husband

Rev. 21:9--21: The Wife

Rev. 21:23-22:5: The Union

The Conclusion: The Final Warnings, Blessings and Invitation

Revelation 22:6-21

The Final Warnings about Jesus' Coming

22:7

22:12

22:20

The Final Warning about Lifestyle Consequences

22:11

22:14-15

The Final Warning about The Book of Revelation

22:18-19

The Final Invitation

22:16-17

The Seven-Fold Blessings of the Book of Revelation

1:3

14:13

16:15

19:9

20:6

22:7

22:14

He who testifies to these things says

"Yes, I am coming quickly."

Amen, Come Lord Jesus.

The Grace of the Lord Jesus be with you all.  Amen.

	[image: image84.wmf]
The Mysteries of God

The word “mystery” is a transliteration of the Greek “musterion, (((((((((,”which means simply a “secret.”
When used in the New Testament, mystery specifically and technically is used to describe

“. . . the secret thoughts, plans and dispensations of God which are hidden from the human reason, as well as from all other comprehension below the divine level, and hence must be revealed to those for whom they are intended”
(Bauer, Arndt & Gingrich, A Greek-English Lexicon of The New Testament (Chicago: University of Chicago, 1952), 531-32.

The following are The Mysteries of God listed in The New Testament.

The Mysteries of The Kingdom of Heaven

(Matt. 13; Mark 4; Luke 8:1-18)

The Sower, The Weeds, The Mustard Seed, The Leaven, The Treasure, The Pearl, The Net, The Growing Seed

The Mystery of The Cross:  The Significance of Christ’s Death

(1 Corinthians 1:10--4:21, esp. 2:7 and 4:1)

The Mystery of The Gospel:  God’s Plan of Salvation

(Romans 16:25-27 is a summary of the entire Roman Letter; Ephesians 6:19)

The Mystery of Christ Indwelling Christians

(Colossians 1:25--2:10, esp. 1:26, 1:27, 2:2)

The Mystery of Christ’s Body:  The Union of Jewish & Gentile Christians

(Ephesians 2:11--3:12, esp. 3:3, 3:4 & 3:9)

The Mystery of Christian Marriage:  A Symbol of Christ & The Church

(Ephesians 5:21-33, esp. 5:32; see also Genesis 2:18-25, Revelation 19:1-9 and 21:9-27)

The Mystery of Babylon:  The Mother of Spiritual Prostitution & Abomination

(Revelation 17--18)

The Mystery of The Godly One: Christ’s Incarnation & Ministry

(1 Timothy 3:16)

The Mystery of The Lawless One: Anti-christ’s Incarnation & Work

(2 Thessalonians 2, esp. 2:7-9;  Revelation 13)

The Mystery of The Second Coming of Christ

(1 Corinthians 15, esp. 15:51-57;  1 Thessalonians 4:13--5:12;  2 Thessalonians 2)

The Mystery of Israel’s Salvation

(Romans 9--11, esp. 11:25)

The Mystery of God’s Ultimate Will: The Headship of Christ
(Ephesians 1:9-10;  I Corinthians 15:21-28;  Revelation 19--22) 

©Ezra Enterprises/John David Geib
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� adapted from the niv study bible, 1476)


�Gien Karseen, The Man Who Was Different: Jesus' Encounters with Women, (Colorado Springs: NavPress, 1987).





� See J. B. Payne, Encyclopedia of Biblical Prophecy (1980, Grand Rapids: Baker) for an exhaustive listing of prophecies.


�Three main interpretations have been offered of Jesus’ Mt. Olivet teaching.


Those who reject supernatural prediction claim Jesus’ followers wrote this account after the 70 AD/CE destruction of Jerusalem in order to make it look like Jesus was Messiah with supernatural, prophetic abilities.


Others may or may not believe in supernatural prophecy, but see the vast majority Jesus’ teaching on Mt. Olivet as pertaining to the events leading up to and involving the destruction of Jerusalem in 67-73 AD/CE.  These claim that the emphasis on Jerusalem, the Sabbath and the striking correlation of Jesus' teaching and the historical realities that happened and which were recorded in Josephus’ Wars of the Jews (Books 4-7) and Eusibius’ History of the Church (3, 5-8) are best explained by a first century (preterist) fulfillment of Jesus’ teaching.


Those who believe in supernatural prophecy and hold to a futurist viewpoint see Jesus’ Mt. Olivet discourse as a prime example of multiple fulfillment and prophetic “telescoping,” in which short term and long term prophecies are mingled together and capable of being fulfilled more than once.  Thus, futurists see the events of 67-73 AD/CE as being partially fulfilled then, but ultimately fulfilled in the “last days.”





� All Christians will be "caught up together" (harpazo, (((((() to meet the Lord in the air according to Paul at 1 Thess. 4:17.   Harpazo ((((((() is defined as "steal, carry off, drag away, snatch or take away" by Bauer, Arndt and Gingrich, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament (Chicago: University, 1952), 108.  When Jerome (340-420 AD/CE) translated the Bible from Hebrew and Greek in the Latin Vulgate version, he translated the Greek word harpazo with the Latin word "rapio," to be caught away or out of oneself.  When the Bible was translated into English, the Latin rapio was brought over into the English as "raptured."  Thus, all Christians who believe the Bible believe they will be "raptured."  The only controversy is the timing of this event.  See the chart above for the basic views (with supporting rationale) of the timing of the rapture. 








� Brown, Driver and Briggs, Hebrew and English Lexicon of the Old Testament; 93; Harris, Archer and Waltke, Theological Workbook of The Old Testament, 89.


� R. Ludwigson, A Survey of Bible Prophecy, 31-39; The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, v. 1, 358.


� See G. Otis, The Last of The Giants (1991: Chosen).





�,


 R. Ludwigson, A Survey of Bible Prophecy (Zondervan: 1978), 92-131 and Erikson, Contemporary Options in Eschatology.








� Compare this section with the Book of Ruth and Romans 7:1-7.  Boaz can be seen as a "type" or pre-figurement of Jesus.  As Boaz the "kinsman-redeemer" married Ruth, so our "kinsman-redeemer" Jesus will marry His people. Ruth can be seen as a "type" of the Church, both of whom are redeemed by the kinsman-reddemers (Boaz and Jesus).  Just as Ruth brought forth "fruit" via her marriage to Boaz, so the marriage of the Church to Jesus Christ will bring forth the fruit of eternal, spiritual life.
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