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Inside the Writers Studio 8 

 

Rationale: 

This curriculum guide was created for a new alternating-day enrichment course for 
eighth grade students entitled, Inside the Writers Studio. It contains three mini-units of 
study that address diverse genres of writing through a writing workshop model. 
Embedded lessons herein are designed to help students develop and refine language and 
writing skills. The course will begin with a review of basic writing conventions, sentence 
mechanics and grammar, and will then progress through scaffolded writing projects 
where students will practice incorporating style and voice to full-length writing pieces of 
various genres.  

Overview: 

 
Unit 1, designed for teaching in the first marking period, guides students through the 

narrative writing process. Student-produced writing can be assessed formatively to help 

the teacher learn more about each student and to identify students’ strengths and 

weaknesses in the elements of writing (structure, organization, diction, syntax, voice 

and style). Teacher reflection on this unit should inform planning for differentiated 

instruction.  

 

Unit 2 focuses primarily on teaching the language of sentence grammar by giving 

students the terminology for naming the parts of a sentence (in other words, the 

language of phrases and clauses). Activities in these lessons will help students develop 

an innate sense of the sentence and strengthen their ability to craft meaningful, well-

written sentences in their own writing assignments. 

 

Unit 3 includes a project-based learning experience in which students gain knowledge 

and skills by working for an extended period on compiling a creative “Best of” guide for 

food and entertainment in their hometown.   

 
Unit  Suggested Placement in the School Year  

Unit 1: Introduce Yourself Quarter 1 

Unit 2: Sentence Structure  Quarter 2  

Unit 3: “Best of Bellmore and Beyond” Quarters 3 and 4  
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Inside the Writer’s Studio 

 

Unit of Instruction: Introduce Yourself 

Lesson Topic:  Assignment Introduction  

 

Lesson 1         One Class Period 

 

Aim: What information will you include in your personal introduction? 

 

Common Core Learning Standards: 

Addressed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 

with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, 

building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 

clearly. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.1.B Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-

making, track progress toward specific goals and 

deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 

Assessed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic 

and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the 

selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

 

Do Now: 

Respond to each question in complete sentences. 

 What is an introduction?   

 When do they happen?   

 What forms can they take? 

 

Instructional Materials: 

 Handout A: Getting to Know You 

 Handout B: Introduce Yourself Brainstorming Sheet 

 

Lesson Development/Procedure: 

 (Before this lesson, students have already filled out the Getting to Know Your Sheet (Handout 

A) as an ice-breaker.)   

1. Students complete the Do Now.  Share ideas with the class.  Take volunteers or have each 

student share one sentence / item from their responses. 

2. Explain that they will be writing a piece in which they will be introducing themselves to 

the class and to you.     
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3. Distribute Handout B.  Give students time to complete the graphic organizer. 

4. Share responses. 

 

Summary: 

 End the class with a quick write (journal or loose-leaf):  What details of your life will you 

likely include in your introduction? 

 Share-around the room (each student shares one item or detail with no comments or 

questions from classmates or teacher). 
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What are three words you would use to describe your mood(s) ?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Choose one of those words, and explain why you feel that way.  Be specific! 

 

 

 

 

What are three words you would use to describe who you are in general? (These 

words might not apply to you right now, but they usually do.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

What would you like me to know about you as an individual?  What information 

should I have so that you and I can have a productive year together?  Continue on 

loose-leaf if you need more room. 

Lesson 1 Handout A
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1. If you had a time machine, would you like to visit the past or the future?  “When” 

would you go and why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. If you could rule the world for a year, state something that you would try to 

accomplish or change. 

 

 

 

3. If you could rule Grand Avenue Middle School for the rest of the school year, state 

something that you would change. 

 

 

 

4. Where would you like to be and what would you like to be doing in ten years? 

 

 

 

5. Which skill would you love to learn? 

 

 

 

6. If money were not a concern, what hobby / activity / interest would you pursue? 

 

 

 

Lesson 1 Handout A
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NAME ___________________________________        INSIDE THE WRITERS STUDIO                    PERIOD ____ O/E 

INTRODUCTION 

You will introduce yourself to me and your classmates.  This is my first peek into who you are as a person, and I am 

looking forward to learning about you. You can really write about anything that you want, but you should strive to keep 

your introduction positive.  I will be reading it, and so will your classmates.  Use specific details and let your own 

personality and voice come through!  Remember, your classmates will be reading your writing, so don’t include any 

details that you do not want to share with them.  You will be handwriting your rough draft, but your final copy will be 

typed in a Google Classroom assignment.    

Here are some ideas for topics you can include in your introduction.  They are suggestions; they are not requirements. 

Academic team Extra curricular 
activities 

Vacations or dream 
vacations 

Details about family Causes you are 
passionate about 

Things that you like Goals for eighth grade Your favorite class last 
year 

What you liked about 
seventh grade 

What you are looking 
forward to this year 

Your hobbies Your favorite 
restaurant / meal / 

type of cuisine 

A book that you 
enjoyed 

A movie that you 
enjoyed 

A song that explains 
your life 

Future plans (high 
school, college, career) 

Little-known facts 
about you 

Topics that you are 
interested in or would 

like to learn more about 

  

 

Lesson 1 Handout B
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Inside the Writer’s Studio 

 

Unit of Instruction: Introduce Yourself 

Lesson Topic:  Student Models of Introduction  

 

Lesson 2        One or Two Class Period(s) 

 

Aim: What are the attributes of an effective Introduction? 

 

Common Core Learning Standards: 

Addressed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.8.8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims 

in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the 

evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when 

irrelevant evidence is introduced. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic 

and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the 

selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

Assessed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.8.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its 

development over the course of the text, including its 

relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective 

summary of the text. 

 

Do Now: 

What are some of the qualities of an effective Introduction? 

 

Instructional Materials: 

 Handout C: Student Models 

 Handout D: Student Models Evaluation 

 

Lesson Development/Procedure: 

1. Discuss Do Now responses. 

2. Distribute Handouts C and D. 

3. Students should read the student models (Handout C).  Be sure to point out that the 

models are not perfect; they could use some revision, and there are mechanical errors. 

4. After reading the models, students will complete the evaluation part of Handout D.   

5. Share ideas/responses. 

6. In pairs, students should complete the last part of Handout D - creating lists of attributes 

of effective Introductions.   
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Summary: 

Share these ideas as a class, and have students write them down in their notes to refer to as they 

draft their own introductions. 
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INSIDE THE WRITERS STUDIO 

INTRODUCE YOURSELF: STUDENT MODELS 

Here are some examples of student introductions from past years. These pieces are not perfect, but they are 

good examples of student work that is organized, contains specific details, and conveys they writers’ voices.  

These pieces have not been edited for mechanical, style, or clarity.   

Model 1 

Hola, como estas?  If you don’t know Spanish or you’re a backwoods American, then 

you  probably don’t know what I just asked you. Thanks to Google Translate, I’ll translate it for you; I said, 

“Hello, how are you?” If you don’t know my name it’s Madeline, but most people call me Maddy with a 

y; don’t forget the y! Too many people forget the y; they always add i-e (AKA all the people who wrote in 

my yearbook).  

For many years, I’ve been studying the art of Marvel Comics. I’ve loved Marvel since Iron Man 

came out in 2008. When my eyes looked at the screen, I kept thinking to myself, “Are they going to make 

more?” More did come, and I mean a lot more came starting from that first movie. There’s The Incredible 

Hulk, Captain America: The First Avenger, Thor, Iron Man 2, The Avengers, and many more but I’m too lazy 

to name them all, so look them up yourself. I also have many Marvel shirts -  “Sorry Pink (the brand), but 

I‘m not using my money on you.”  Seriously, I don’t understand how people use forty dollars of their own 

money (or parents) just for a tank top with the word Pink in bold letters. Almost every day I wear a Marvel 

shirt which proves that I really love the company. People might shame me for this but I’ve never read a 

Marvel Comic’s comic book in my whole life. I have about ten books on almost every character in Marvel 

and have watched almost every movie, but I’ve never read the comics. To become a true fan I have to 

start reading the comics. I’m planning to start reading them, and the one I want to start with is The 

Runaways  because they’re making that comic into a show which I want to watch, but I can’t since it’s 

on Hulu which I don’t have. After looking into the comic, I’ve became very intrigued into reading it. The 

comic is about these six kids who find out that their parents are super villains who are trying to take over 

the world, so they run away from their parents. No matter how much they try though they still can’t avoid 

them. My goal is to start reading it by Thanksgiving. Since 2008, Marvel has been part of my life and I’m 

sure I won’t get bored of it any time soon.  

Music: vocal or instrumental sounds (or both) combined in such a way as to produce beauty of 

form, harmony, and expression of emotion. I love listening to music; any time that I can just plop my 

headphones into my ear to listen to some Twenty One Pilots or Panic! At The Disco, I will. Last year was 

when I found about  both band/one man band. One of my closests friends actually got me listening to 

them; she would always sing their songs with my other friends which got me curious, so I started to listen to 

Lesson 2 Handout C

12



their music. Now I’m somewhat obsessed with them, but I’m not a true fan yet since I haven’t  every 

single song they wrote which is a little crazy for my standards, but I’ll try. Both groups have amazing songs, 

but there is this one song not by either of them which I cherish. The song is “Home” By Phillip Phillips which 

is very dear to me. The songs meaning is that no matter what happens in your life, there will be people 

right by your side who love and care about you. The song is always a reminder that I’m not alone when 

something tragic happens in my life. Through each and every bad thing that happened to me in my life, 

this song was by my side. The song just has a way with words that always gets me back up when I’m 

feeling down. Music is a way that helps express emotion. Music helps me in anyway possible which is why 

I love listening to it.     

The two m’s of me are Marvel and music which have been with me since I was a tot. These things 

define me; there’s more, but you’ll have to get to know through the school year, so to that I say bye till 

tomorrow.  

 

Model 2 

Hey everyone, I’m Aliza! I’m on Team Warriors and I’m thirteen (...which might’ve been obvious.) 

There are a lot of things I love and quite a few things that make me who I am. A few would be my love of 

writing and reading, as well as my passion for singing and music. Hopefully reading all this gives you a 

better insight about what I’m like. 

Reading and writing are huge parts of my life. I’ve always loved writing, and I can’t recall a time 

where I did not adore reading. Some people call me a nerd. I would call myself a rather sophisticated 

human being. Who’s correct? The world may never know. I usually end up reading at a quite rapid pace 

and some people stare at me baffled after hearing I completed a novel in one sitting. I have way too 

many books I enjoy, so asking me to name my favorite book results in a really lengthy list. Want to hear a 

tip? Don’t ask me what my favorite book is. But do ask me what I like to read and if you need a couple 

recommendations, hit me up (wow, I’m obsessed with books, I think that point has been proven.) Writing 

is also something I do frequently and it would be amazing if I could pursue that sometime and publish a 

book or two (or twelve.)  I almost always have a notebook dedicated to writing near me where I’ll just 

write random drabbles or poems. Some people think it’s weird. Do I care? Not exactly. People should fear 

a girl with a thousand worlds and a million thoughts in her mind, if I’m being truly honest.  

I’ve been singing for years and music is my escape from the world. I never took formal vocal 

lessons and consider myself to simply just have natural talent that I’ve nurtured myself (well, I sound quite 

arrogant, don’t I?) Singing has always been fun for me and you’ll often find me walking into class singing. 

Music has my heart, and like books, I can’t live without it. Sabrina Carpenter is one of my favorite singers 

and I basically know all of her songs. Some of the other singers I’m into are Halsey, Shawn Mendes, Ruelle 

Lesson 2 Handout C
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and other random singers I can’t exactly remember at the moment. Singing is honestly just a passion of 

mine and I think I’ll always be singing and listening to music. 

I hope you enjoyed reading about me and hopefully you didn’t fall asleep on the way to the 

bottom. Hey, are you awake? Yes? Good. I suppose that’s it then. There isn’t really too much else that 

you’d need to know about me at first. But, we all have our secrets, right? 

 

Model 3 

What’s up homesicles? My name is Asia. I am on the academic team Warriors. Also known as the 

best team ever! Warriors has the greatest teachers. I got my homie Mr.Brideson teaching Science class, I 

have Ms. Silvestri teaching English, Mrs. Doupe teaching Math, and Mrs. Meritz teaching Social Studies. I 

am probably one of the most confusing people ever. For crying out loud my name is Asia, I take Spanish 

class, and I speak Greek! But aside from that I’m a tomboy. I hate makeup, dresses, high-heels, ponytails 

and the color pink. So if you see me wearing a pink dress, a face full of makeup, high-heels, and a 

ponytail, I am either being forced to wear it, or something is wrong with me. 

Unlike most human beings to walk this earth, I like insects. Heck I love them! *gasping sounds* Now 

que the stereotypical, “Eww bugs are so gross! They’re really ugly! Eww spider (I am aware they are 

technically arachnids.) Kill it!” First of all what did they ever do to you? Second, I find them awesome! 

Come on you can’t tell me that you’ve never looked up a Peacock spider and thought, “ Wow! This is 

really cool!” Being the complete science nerd I am, I  study spiders from time to time. My most recent 

study is on the Alaskan Bird Spider. Do you know why they are called Alaskan Bird spiders? They are the 

largest spiders known to man! And they’re extremely interesting so haters back off! 

Music is my life. Especially rap music! Eminem is my favorite rapper of all time. If I had to name my 

top three favorite songs by him they’d be Rap God, The Real Slim Shady, and Lose Yourself. He is one of 

the best rappers in my opinion. He was interviewed once and he had to write a song with words that 

rhymed with orange!  And I have to say for a word that has no actual rhymes, he did an amazing job! 

Even though I’d rather talk more about myself, I should talk about my family. I have a nuclear 

family, meaning a family that is made up of a mother, a father, and their child and or children. I have an 

older brother named Angelo. Me and him are named after our grandparents. My full name is Asia 

Yasmine Vergatos and my brother’s name is Angelo James Vergatos. We come from a greek family so 

my name has a greek origin as well as my brother’s. My first name is Greek for immortal and my brother’s 

is Greek for guardian angel! No I am not actually immortal, although i wish it was true. Nor is my brother a 

guardian angel. 

Thank you to everyone who read my fantastic, well written, truly amazing, award winning,placed 

on the fridge worthy essay. Chao Chao and have a grand day! 

Lesson 2 Handout C
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Name ____________________________________      INSIDE THE WRITERS STUDIO     Period _____ O/E 

INTRODUCE YOURSELF: STUDENT MODELS EVALUATION 

Respond to the prompts below and answer the questions after reading the student models. 

MODEL 1 

1. What is one inference you can make about this student?   

 

 

 

2. What detail(s) led you to that inference? 

 

 

 

3. List three things you learned about this student based on concrete details in the piece? 

 

 

 

 

  

4. Highlight three or more lines or sentences that stood out to you for their creativity, humor, word choice, etc. 

 

5. To what extent did the student’s mechanical errors (spelling, punctuation, sentence problems, grammar, etc.) 

impede your reading and enjoying of the piece? 

 

 

 

MODEL 2 

1. What is one inference you can make about this student?   

 

 

 

Lesson 2 Handout D
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2. What detail(s) led you to that inference? 

 

 

 

3. List three things you learned about this student based on concrete details in the piece? 

 

 

 

 

  

4. Highlight three or more lines or sentences that stood out to you for their creativity, humor, word choice, etc. 

 

5. To what extent did the student’s mechanical errors (spelling, punctuation, sentence problems, grammar, etc.) 

impede your reading and enjoying of the piece? 

 

 

 

MODEL 3 

1. What is one inference you can make about this student?   

 

 

 

2. What detail(s) led you to that inference? 

 

 

 

3. List three things you learned about this student based on concrete details in the piece? 

 

 

 

 

  

Lesson 2 Handout D
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4. Highlight three or more lines or sentences that stood out to you for their creativity, humor, word choice, etc. 

 

5. To what extent did the student’s mechanical errors (spelling, punctuation, sentence problems, grammar, etc.) 

impede your reading and enjoying of the piece? 

 

 

 

After evaluating the three student models, create a list of attributes of an effective introduction piece.  

Use the categories to guide your lists. 

Details 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Organization 

Voice (Personality) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mechanics 

 

Lesson 2 Handout D
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Inside the Writer’s Studio 

 

Unit of Instruction: Introduce Yourself 

Lesson Topic:  Writing the Rough Draft  

 

Lesson 3         Two Class Periods 

 

Aim: Let’s begin organizing your ideas into a rough draft. 

 

Common Core Learning Standards: 

Addressed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.8.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when 

writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences 

or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive 

details, and well-structured event sequences. 

Assessed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, 

develop and strengthen writing as needed ny planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, 

focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. 

 

Do Now: 

 What impression will you make upon your classmates when they read your piece?   

 What do you want them to understand about you?   

 

Instructional Materials: 

 All previous handouts from this unit so far 

 Handout E - Rubric 

 

Lesson Development/Procedure: 

1. Distribute Handout E to the class.  Take a few minutes to read through it and ensure that 

the class understands how the Introduction will be evaluated. 

2. Students use the period(s) to begin drafting their Introductions. 

3. Conference with students as necessary. 

 

Summary: 

 What aspects of writing your draft are you finding challenging?   

 How can we make these go more smoothly as you continue writing your draft? 
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Introduction Rubric 

 Ineffective Does not meet expectations 
Somewhat meets 

expectations 

Approaches / Meets 

expectations 
Meets / Exceeds expectations 

C
o

n
te

n
t 

1. The writing 

does not introduce 

the writer to the 

reader. 

2. The reader does 

not understand 

what message the 

writer is trying to 

convey. 

3. There are no 

concrete details in 

the writing. 

 

1. The writer has not 

effectively introduced 

him/herself. 

2.  The reader may not 

understand the message that 

the writer is trying to convey. 

3. There may be one or two 

concrete details in the 

writing. 

4. Writing is not organized 

effectively.  There may only 

be one paragraph. 

5. The tone of the piece is 

not appropriate for the 

audience (teacher and 

classmates). 

 

1. The writer somewhat 

introduces him/herself in a 

way that lets the reader see 

who the writer might be. 

2. The reader can 

understand what the writer 

is trying to say. 

3.  There are some 

concrete details in the 

writing.   

4. Organization may not 

always guide the reader 

through effectively 

although there may be 

multiple paragraphs. 

1.  The audience has a very 

good sense of who the writer 

is. 

2. There are many concrete 

details that help to show the 

reader who the author is. 

3.  Organization is effective.  

Topics are organized into 

paragraphs appropriately.   

4. There may not be an 

introduction or conclusion 

paragraph, but the piece 

includes a distinct opening 

and closing.   

1.  The piece does an excellent job 

of introducing the writer to the 

audience. 

2.  The reader has a real sense of 

what the writer is like as a person. 

3. The concrete details and 

commentary effectively illustrate 

what the author is trying to express. 

4. Every paragraph describes 

another aspect of the writer’s life 

and the topics of the paragraphs 

flow well.  The organization adds 

to the pleasure of reading the piece.  

There is an opening that hooks the 

reader and a closing that effectively 

wraps up the writing. 

M
e
ch

a
n

ic
s 

 

 

 
1. There are 

grievous errors in 

word usage, 

sentence structure, 

and conventions 

making the piece 

very difficult to 

read and 

understand.  

2. The writer does 

not have a handle 

on grade-level 

writing 

mechanics. 

1.  The writer struggles to use 

grade-level words effectively. 

2.  Sentences are frequently 

incomplete or incorrect. 

3. Little variety in sentence 

types used. 

4. Grade-level conventions 

(punctuation, spelling, 

capitalization, etc.) are 

frequently incorrect. 

5. Errors make the piece 

difficult to read and 

understand. 

6.  This piece was not looked 

over for errors. 

1.  Grade-level words are 

selected and used 

correctly. 

2.  Sentences are mostly 

complete and correct.  

There are some fragments, 

splices, run-ons, etc. 

3. There is some variety in 

sentence types used. 

4. Grade-level conventions 

(punctuation, spelling, 

capitalization, etc.) are 

generally correct. 

5. Errors may make the 

reader slow down in a 

place or two, but the 

piece can be read and 

understood. 
6. The piece might have 

been looked over. 

1.  Grade-level words are 

used effectively and more 

sophisticated vocabulary is 

explored. 

2.  There are few sentence 

errors. 

3. Sentence types are varied. 

4. Grade-level conventions 

(punctuation, spelling, 

capitalization, etc.) are 

almost always correct.  

There may be errors when 

spelling more sophisticated 

words. 

5. Errors do not interfere 

with the reader’s 

comprehension. 
6. The piece probably has 

been looked over once. 

1.  Grade-level words have been 

mastered, and you are comfortable 

using more sophisticated words.  

2.  There are few sentence errors. 

3. Sentence types are varied and 

enhance the message of your 

writing. 

4. Grade-level conventions 

(punctuation, spelling, 

capitalization, etc.) have been 

mastered.  There may be errors 

when spelling more sophisticated 

words.  

5. You take some risks in using 

conventions to enhance your 

meaning. 

6.  The piece has clearly been read 

over at least once. 

 

Lesson 3 Handout E
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Inside the Writer’s Studio 

 

Unit of Instruction: Introduce Yourself 

Lesson Topic:  Revise and Write the Final Copy 

 

Lesson 4         Two Class Periods 

 

Aim: How will you prepare your Introduction for publication? 

 

Common Core Learning Standards: 

Addressed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.8.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when 

writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences 

or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive 

details, and well-structured event sequences. 

Assessed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.4 Produce clean and coherent writing in which the 

development, organization, and style are appropriate to 

task, purpose, and audience. 

 

Do Now: 

Take out your notes and ideas, all handouts, and rough drafts.   

 

Instructional Materials: 

 All previous handout from this unit so far 

 Handout F - Preparing for Publication Checklist 

 Computers / Chromebooks (if available) 

 

Lesson Development/Procedure: 

1. Distribute Handout F to the class.  Take a few minutes to read through it and ensure that 

the class understands what their Introductions should look like.  Each student will attach 

a picture of her/himself; they should have one in class before handing their work in. 

2. Students use the period(s) to revise and craft their final copy. 

3. Conference with students as necessary. 

4. For next class, students must have a printed copy of their final piece.  *Ask three or four 

students to print out second copies.** 
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Summary: 

Exit slip: Reread your Introduction.  What impressions of you will your classmates have upon 

reading your work? 
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First & Last Names              Period ____ Odd/Even 
IWS: Introduce Yourself       Date 
 
 

This is the body of your piece.  There should be two 
blank lines between your heading and your writing.  
This is the body of your piece.  There should be two 
blank lines between your heading and your writing.   

This is the body of your piece.  There should be two blank lines between 
your heading and your writing.  This is the body of your piece.  There 
should be two blank lines between your heading and your writing.   

 

This is your picture.  

If anyone else is in 

your picture, make 

sure you have 

his/her permission. 

1. Font – Must be easy to read (no script, “handwriting,” symbols , etc.) in size 12 

 

2. Line spacing - 1.5 line spacing 

 

3. Heading and Layout – Look at the box below; this is what your work should look like. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Paragraphs – either indent skip a line between each paragraph 

 

5. Other pictures 

a. Should reflect your personality 

b. Should reflect something written about in your introduction 

c. Do not include clip art or logos 

 

6. Going on to extra pages 

a. Your piece should be at least one page long (not including any images) 

b. If you go on to extra pages, make sure there is enough text to render those pages 

necessary. 

c. If there are only a few lines on the last page, manipulate the margins, line 

spacing, and font size (very subtly) so that you don’t go on to that last page. 

  

7. Staple it  (one staple in the upper left corner) 

 

8. Turn it in on Google Classroom 

Lesson 4 Handout F
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Inside the Writer’s Studio 

 

Unit of Instruction: Introduce Yourself 

Lesson Topic:  Publication 

 

Lesson 5        One or Two Class Period(s) 

 

Aim: Was your Introduction effective in showing your classmates who you are? 

 

Common Core Learning Standards: 

Addressed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.2.D Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to 

inform about or explain the topic. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.2.E Establish and maintain a formal style. 

Assessed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.8.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its 

development over the course of the text, including its 

relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective 

summary of the text. 

 

Do Now:   

 What do you hope to get from reading your classmates’ introductions?   

 How will reading them benefit you? 

 

Instructional Materials: 

 Students’ Introductions 

 Handout G - Peer Feedback sheet 

 

 

Lesson Development/Procedure: 

1. Distribute Handout G and have students put their names on the sheet and staple it behind 

their introduction. (The students who printed extra copies should do this for those extra 

copies, too.) 

2. Collect student work.  Put the extra copies from those students in the front of the room on 

a desk or table. 

3. Explain procedure for reading and giving feedback: 

a. Read the piece in front of you 

b. Complete the peer feedback sheet (be sure to write your name on the line where it 

says “Reader #” 

c. Bring the introduction to the desk or table and take the next one on the pile. 
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d. Students should make an effort to read introductions by classmates they don’t 

know as well. 

4. When all four feedback spaces are used up, students can either attach a piece of looseleaf 

to give more comments, or they can write brief comments directly on the papers (with 

their first name), or they can just read. 

5. Once the reading and feedback is done, return students’ work to them so that they can 

read their classmates’ comments.   

6. Collect just the introductions to read. 

 

Summary:  

Exit slip, journal writing, or class conversation: 

 What are two interesting things you learned today about two different classmates?   

 Did your introduction give the impression you wanted to convey to your classmates?  

 Why or why not?   

 If not, what could you have done to make sure that your classmates understood what you 

wanted to communicate? 
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Name ____________________________________      INSIDE THE WRITERS STUDIO     Period _____ O/E 

INTRODUCE YOURSELF: PEER FEEDBACK 

Reader 1:  _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What are two interesting or surprising things you learned about your classmate?  Write what you learned, and explain why you 

found it to be interesting. 

I learned  

 

It’s interested/surprising because 

 

I learned  

 

It’s interested/surprising because 

 

What is your impression of your classmate based on this introduction?  (Do not repeat concrete details; make inferences based on 

the information you were given.) 

 

 

 

************************************************************************************** 

Reader 2:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

What are two interesting or surprising things you learned about your classmate?  Write what you learned, and explain why you 

found it to be interesting. 

I learned  

 

It’s interested/surprising because 

 

I learned  

 

It’s interested/surprising because 

 

What is your impression of your classmate based on this introduction?  (Do not repeat concrete details; make inferences based on 

the information you were given.) 

 

 

Lesson 5 Handout G
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Reader 3:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

What are two interesting or surprising things you learned about your classmate?  Write what you learned, and explain why you 

found it to be interesting. 

I learned  

 

It’s interested/surprising because 

 

I learned  

 

It’s interested/surprising because 

 

What is your impression of your classmate based on this introduction?  (Do not repeat concrete details; make inferences based on 

the information you were given.) 

 

 

 

 

******************************************************************************************************** 

Reader 4:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

What are two interesting or surprising things you learned about your classmate?  Write what you learned, and explain why you 

found it to be interesting. 

I learned  

 

It’s interested/surprising because 

 

I learned  

 

It’s interested/surprising because 

 

What is your impression of your classmate based on this introduction?  (Do not repeat concrete details; make inferences based on 

the information you were given.) 

 

 

 

Lesson 5 Handout G
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INSIDE THE WRITERS STUDIO 8 

 

Unit of Instruction:   Sentence Structure 

Lesson Topic:   Sentence Basics Review   

 

Lesson 1                  One-Two Class Periods 

 

Aim: What does a sentence need in order to be complete? 

 

Common Core Learning Standards: 

Addressed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.8.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 

English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 

writing. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.1.B Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-

making, track progress toward specific goals and 

deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 

Assessed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.8.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 

English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

 

Do Now:   

Write four sentences: one with four words, one with three words, one with two words, and one 

with one word. 

 

Instructional Materials: 

 Handout A – Sentence Basics 

 

Lesson Development/Procedure: 

1. Review the four- and three- word sentences from the Do Now activity.   

2. Ask students to discuss with a partner: How would you define “sentence”?  What is its 

purpose? 

3. Discuss ideas as a class.  Ask students to make a list of the characteristics of sentences.  

Share on the board.   

4. Distribute Handout A.  Go through notes and activities with students. 

 

Summary:   

 Answer Aim question.   

 Share two- and one- word sentences from Do Now. 
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Extension Activity: 

 Go through a piece of writing you have completed.  Make sure that all sentences are 

complete.  Choose ten sentences and for each, identify the subject and the predicate.    
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NAME _______________________________                     PERIOD ____ O/E 

SENTENCE STRUCTURE               INSIDE THE WRITERS STUDIO 

SENTENCES…THE BASICS 

WHAT IS A SENTENCE? 

A sentence is a group of words that communicates a complete thought.  It tells the reader 
what something is or what something does.   

The dogs barked.  The cat meowed.  The cow is friendly. 

Try it! Which of the following groups of words are complete sentences?  Use the 
proofreading mark to show that a letter should be capitalized (triple underline under the 
letter), and add an end mark to show which groups of words are sentences. 

the cup of pens on my desk      the whiteboard is dirty  

stop chewing with your mouth open   flies are buzzing all around   

mom is going to be so excited the car sitting in the parking lot  

 

Two important rules for writing complete sentences:  

1. All sentences begin with a capital letter. 

2. All sentences end with an end mark – a period, question mark, or exclamation 

point.  (An interrobang  (?!) is a question mark combined with an exclamation point, 

and it should be used sparingly if at all.) 

A sentence will not be considered a complete sentence if it is missing a capital letter 
on the first word or an end mark. 

 

Try it! Write two sentences.  Make them interesting. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Lesson 1 Handout A
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THE FOUR KINDS OF STATEMENTS 

Statement Type Purpose End mark Example 

Declarative  Makes a statement Period . I like big books. 

Interrogative  Asks a question. Question mark ? Do you like big books? 

Exclamatory  

 

Expresses strong 
emotion 

Exclamation point ! 

Big books are the best! 

I can’t believe you don’t 
like them! 

Imperative  
Makes a request or 
gives a command. 

Period . 

Exclamation point ! 

Get me some big books 
now! 

Christy, please hand me 
that big book. 

SUBJECTS AND PREDICATES 

The subject of a sentence is who or what the sentence is about, and the predicate gives 
information about the subject (what/who it is or what the subject is doing).  The subject 
is a noun or a pronoun.  

The predicate of a sentence gives information about the subject (describes 
it/him/her/them or its/his/her/their actions). 
 

Yesterday, the students complained about the Earth Science test. 

students  subject  complained  predicate 

The simple subject is just the noun/pronoun without any modifiers.  The complete 

subject is the noun or pronoun with its modifiers (prepositional phrases, adjectives, etc.) 

The simple predicate is the verb of the predicate without any modifiers.  The complete 

predicate is the verb with all of its modifiers (phrases, adverbs, etc.) 

The brown cow quickly jumps over the white moon! 

The brown cow  complete subject   

quickly jumps over the white moon  complete predicate 

Lesson 1 Handout A
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Sentences can have one subject or more than one subject. 

The blue and grey striped shirt is Amanda’s favorite item of clothing.  Single Subject 

The blue and grey striped shirt and the white Converse are Amanda’s two favorite items 

of clothing.  Compound Subject  

Sentences can have one predicate or more than one predicate. 

Nick will go for a run after school.  Single Predicate 

Nick will go for a run and do his homework after school.  Compound Predicate 

Try it!  
Write a sentence with a single subject and single predicate. 

 

Add another subject to make it a compound subject sentence. 

 

Add another predicate to make it a compound predicate sentence. (You can use the single 
or compound subject – it’s up to you.) 

  
 

THE UNDERSTOOD (OR IMPLIED) “YOU” 

Sometimes it seems as though there is no subject.  Usually this happens in an imperative 

sentence. 

Sit down over there. Put your phone away. 

When the subject is not stated in a command/request, it should be understood that the 

subject is “you.” 

Lesson 1 Handout A
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INSIDE THE WRITERS STUDIO 8 

 

Unit of Instruction: Sentence Structure 

Lesson Topic:  Simple and Compound Sentences   

 

Lesson 2                         One Class Period 

 

Aim: What is the difference between a simple sentence and a compound sentence?  Can you 

identify them? 

 

Common Core Learning Standards: 

Addressed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.1.B Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-

making, track progress toward specific goals and 

deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.8.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when 

writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

Assessed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.8.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 

English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

   

Do Now:   

Based on their names, what do you think the characteristics of simple and compound sentences 

are? 

 

Instructional Materials: 

 Handout B – Simple/Compound Sentences and Clauses 

 

Lesson Development/Procedure: 

1. In two columns, write three simple sentences and three compound sentences on the 

board.  Ask students if they can identify any differences between the two lists of 

sentences.  Write these differences on the board.  Which column contains the simple 

sentences?  Which contains the compound sentences?  Why do they think so? 

2. Tell students which list is which, and compare the noted differences with their Do Now 

ideas. 

3. Distribute Handout B.  Go through notes and activities in the first two pages (stop at 

“Clauses”) with students. 
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Summary:   

 Have students identify five simple and five compound sentences in their independent 

reading book. 

 Have students identify five simple and five compound sentences in their own writing 

(from journal entries, etc.) 
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NAME _______________________________                     PERIOD ____ O/E 

SENTENCE STRUCTURE               INSIDE THE WRITERS STUDIO 

SIMPLE SENTENCES (SS) 

A simple sentence is made up of one independent clause (a group of words with a subject and 
predicate) and any modifiers it may have.  It starts with a capital letter and concludes with an end 
mark (.?!).  They have only one subject and one predicate.   
 

Circle the subject and underline the predicate in each of the following sentences. 

 

The bulletin board is beautiful! 

Joe lives under a bridge. 

After the game, Dad will bring me home and make dinner. 

Katie and Pete are going to the movies later. 

COMPOUND SENTENCES (CD) 

A compound sentence is made up of two independent clauses.  There are two ways to connect the 
independent clauses: 

METHOD 1:  COMMA + COORDINATING CONJUNCTION (AKA COMMA FANBOYS) 

FANBOYS stands for FOR AND NOR BUT OR YET SO.  The different conjunctions clarify the 
relationship between the two simple sentences. 

Read the two simple sentences.  Then, combine them using a comma and the coordinating 
conjunction that make the most sense to you. 

I want to go to the party. I am grounded. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

YOU CANNOT USE JUST FANBOYS OR A COMMA TO COMBINE TWO INDEPENDENT CLAUSES OR SENTENCES. 

IF YOU ONLY USE THE FANBOYS, YOU HAVE A RUN-ON.   

IF YOU ONLY USE A COMMA, YOU HAVE A COMMA SPLICE, WHICH IS A TYPE OF RUN-ON.   
 

Lesson 2 Handout B
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METHOD 2:  SEMICOLON (;) 

When the two simple sentences are very closely related, and you would like them to just “go 
together” with a pause in between them, use a semicolon. Combine the two simple sentences 
below with a semicolon. 

I want to go to the party. All of my friends are going. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Try it! 

1. Write a simple sentence. 

 

 
 

 

2. Write another simple sentence that is related to the first one. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Combine the two simple sentences using a semicolon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4. Combine the two simple sentences using a comma and a coordinating conjunction. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

5. Try combining them using a different coordinating conjunction.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson 2 Handout B
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CLAUSES 

INDEPENDENT AND DEPENDENT CLAUSES 

Clauses are groups of words that contain both a subject and a predicate. All sentences are made 
up of at least one clause. 

There are two types of clauses: independent and dependent. 

An independent clause can stand on its own as a sentence (a simple sentence). 

A dependent clause cannot stand on its own as a sentence.  It needs to be connected to an 
independent clause in order to be a part of a sentence. Dependent clauses are used to create 
complex and compound-complex sentences. 

Try it! Look at the clauses below.  Decide if they are dependent or independent and write a D or 
an I next to each. (Ask yourself: If I put a capital and period or exclamation point on this clause, 
would it be a complete sentence?) 

1. soon after I went to the doctor _____ 

2. this is my computer _____ 

3. who dropped her phone in the toilet _____ 

4. even though we aren’t friends _____ 

5. ashley is sad _____ 

6. which is my favorite movie _____ 

7. because I need some peace and quiet _____ 

8. my lunch is in the refrigerator _____ 

9. whose mom owns a bakery _____ 

10. do it for Johnny _____ 

TWO TYPES OF DEPENDENT CLAUSES: ADJECTIVE AND ADVERB 

 

A. ADJECTIVE CLAUSES 

Adjective clauses give more details about a noun or pronoun in the main clause.  They 
behave like adjectives. 

Lesson 2 Handout B
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whose sister works with me   that I can’t figure out who is wearing a hate 

who won’t cooperate with others  whom I rely on  which is nauseating 

      

Adjective clauses begin with relative pronouns.  Because they begin with relative pronouns, these 
clauses are sometimes called relative clauses. 

Relative Pronouns     who  whom  whose  which  that 

Important Point to Remember!  Many interrogative statements begin with relative pronouns.  If 

your statement begins with a relative pronoun, ends with a question mark and asks a question, it 

is a complete statement.  It’s not a dependent clause. 

B. ADVERB CLAUSES 

Adverb clauses give information about where, when, why, or how something happened or 
will happen.  They give more information about the verb in the main clause they’re attached 
to.  They behave like adverbs. 

whereas John never studies 

unless you begin making better milkshakes 

if you need to borrow a pen 

so that we can get to the movie theater on time 

when you’re done with your test 

now that you two have made up 

Adverb clauses begin with subordinating conjunctions.  Here are the most common ones. 
After 

Although 

As  

As if 

As long as 

As much as  

As soon as 

Because  

Before  

Even if 

Even though 

If 

In order that 

In order for 

Just after 

Just as  

Now that 

Now when  

Once 

Provided that 

Since 

So that 

Supposing  

That  

Though  

Unless 

Until 

When 

Whenever 

Where 

Where if 

Whereas 

Wherever 

Whether  

While 

An adverb clause is made up of a subordinating conjunction + a clause (a group of words with 
a subject and a predicate. 

Lesson 2 Handout B
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Sometimes the words above are used as prepositions. After is one word that is frequently used 

as both a sub con and a preposition.   

 

To figure out if a word is being used as a subordinating conjunction, take the word out.  If 

you’re left with an independent clause, then it is a subordinating conjunction. 

 

She walked into class just after the bell rang. 

Let’s remove the suspected subordinating conjunction.   just after the bell rang 

We’re left with the bell rang.  It can stand as a sentence on its own, so just after is a 

subordinating conjunction in this case! 

 

 

************************************************************** 
 
Adjective and Adverb Clause Review  – Read the clauses below.  Circle the relative pronoun or subordinating 
conjunction.  On the lines write adverb or adjective to show which type of clauses they are. 

1. who won a ticket on the Titantic in a card game __________ 

2. who was also taking the voyage on the Titanic __________ 

3. whereas Rose’s family was very wealthy __________ 

4. which was a very dangerous thing to do __________ 

5. when the ship hit an iceberg __________ 

6. that were supposed to be filled to capacity __________ 

7. because the makeshift raft would not have held them both __________ 

8. until Rose let Jack slip into the water __________ 

9. who wanted to find the Heart of the Ocean __________ 

10. though nobody knew she had it __________ 

 

Lesson 2 Handout B
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INSIDE THE WRITERS STUDIO 8 

 

Unit of Instruction: Sentence Structure 

Lesson Topic:  Clauses   

 

Lesson 3               One-Two Class Periods 

 

Aim: What is a clause, and what is the difference between an independent clause and a 

dependent clause? 

 

Common Core Learning Standards: 

Addressed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.8.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 

English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 

writing. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.8.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when 

writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

Assessed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.8.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 

English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

 

Do Now:   

Write two simple sentences. 

 

Instructional Materials: 

 Handout B – Simple/Compound Sentences and Clauses (distributed in the last lesson) 

 

Lesson Development/Procedure: 

1. Explain to the class what a clause is.  Use your own explanation or follow Handout B 

beginning on the third page (“Clauses”). 

2. Go through notes and activities in Handout B with students. Begin with “Clauses” on 

page 3. 

 

Summary:   

 Have students turn their Do Now sentences into two adjective clauses and two adverb 

clauses. (Each sentence is turned into two different dependent clauses.)   

 Discuss the Aim. 
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INSIDE THE WRITERS STUDIO 8 

 

Unit of Instruction: Sentence Structure 

Lesson Topic:  Complex and Compound-Complex Sentences  

 

Lesson 4                        One Class Period 

 

Aim: How do we craft an effective sentence using dependent clauses? 

 

Common Core Learning Standards: 

Addressed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.8.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 

English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 

writing. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.8.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when 

writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

Assessed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.8.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 

English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

 

 

Do Now:   

Write two adjective clauses and two adverb clauses. 

 

Instructional Materials: 

 Handout C – Complex and Compound-Complex Sentences 

 

Lesson Development/Procedure: 

1. Share Do Now clauses.   

2. Distribute Handout C.  Go through notes and activities with the class. 

 

Summary:   

Exit Slip - Turn the four clauses from the Do Now into two complex sentences and two 

compound-complex sentences. 
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Adjective 
clauses begin 

with  
who, whom, 

whose, which, 
that 

NAME _______________________________                     PERIOD ____ O/E 

SENTENCE STRUCTURE               INSIDE THE WRITERS STUDIO 

COMPLEX SENTENCES (CX) 

A complex sentence is made up of one independent clause and at least one dependent clause.  

The independent clause is the main clause of the sentence.  It is what the sentence is primarily 

about, and the dependent clause(s) give more information about the main clause.   

Caitlin likes it when her sister is very quiet. 

Jen, who volunteers at the animal shelter, helped me to find a dog to adopt. 

Your computer is beautiful whereas the computer that my dad bought me is ugly. 

Even though you are a trained chef, I make better pancakes than you do! 

Snow storms are beautiful although I do not enjoy driving in the snow. 

Logic puzzles are really fun unless you aren’t very logical. 

Maria, who is my sister’s friend’s dog, loves eating cookies after she goes for a walk. 

Try it! Look at the sentences above.  Underline the main clauses and highlight the dependent 
clause in each sentence. 

 

COMPLEX SENTENCES USING ADJECTIVE CLAUSES 

In a complex sentence with an adjective clause, the adjective clause gives 
more information about a noun or pronoun in the main clause.   
 
Try it! Look at the sentences on the next page.  Circle the adjective 

(relative) clause, and draw an arrow to the noun or pronoun it describes. 
 

Lesson 4 Handout C
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The strongest inmate on the chain gang is Scott, who is actually innocent. 

I need to find the money that my dad gave me for lunch! 

Julia’s car, which smells like peanut butter, is eighteen years old. 

Mr. Conte, whose office is by the door, keeps some mints in a bowl on his desk. 

Wonder Woman is the one who has the Lasso of Truth. 

Punctuating Sentences with Adjective Clauses 

Sometimes the adjective clause is just extra information (nonrestrictive), and it isn’t essential to 

the meaning of the sentence.  If the information is not necessary, put commas before and after 

the clause to show that it can be “scooped out” without affecting the sentence.   
 

If the adjective clause is necessary in order to fully understand the sentence, it is considered 

restrictive.  That is, the adjective clause restricts the noun to that specific thing/person.  You do 

not have to use commas if the adjective clause is restrictive because the information cannot be 

scooped out. 

 

I have one dog, and his name is Walter.  His name can be “scooped out” because I only have one 

dog.    I got my dog, whose name is Walter, from North Shore Animal League. 

 

I have a lot of books, so the adjective clause must be in the sentence so that the readers knows 

which book I’m talking about.    I can’t find the book that I am reading. 

 

COMPLEX SENTENCES USING ADVERB CLAUSES 

In a complex sentence with an adverb clause, the adverb clause gives more information about the 
predicate (or verb) or the main clause. 

 
Try it!  Look at the sentences on the following page.  Circle the adverb clause, and draw an arrow 
to the verb it modifies. 
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Because naked mole-rats are such unusual mammals, scientists have studied them extensively. 

Naked mole-rats can live up to thirty years whereas common brown rats typically live up to two 

years. 

Even though the naked mole-rat is nightmarishly ugly, its ability to survive the harsh conditions of its 

habitat is fascinating. 

 

Punctuating Complex Sentences With Adverb Clauses 

When the adverb clause precedes the independent clause, you must insert a comma between 

the two.   

If the adverb clause is at the end of the sentence, just use a period.  You will never use a 

comma before or after a subordinating conjunction. 

Try it!  Punctuate the sentences below.  Add commas and end marks as needed. 

Why don’t you just get dressed in the car so that we can get to the movie theater on time 

Walter probably won’t vomit as long as he doesn’t eat anything weird in the backyard 

While Mark spent the afternoon doing laundry at home Lindsay passed the afternoon at the 

movies 

Unless you begin making better milkshakes I will replace you with a milkshake-making  

android 

Since Michael gets angry when Ryan is late, we’ve set Ryan’s watch ahead by ten minutes. 

We can finally discuss our devious plan for world domination now that you have finished  

your nap 

Go back to the examples on the first page of this packet.  Next to each sentence, write J if the 

dependent clause is an adjective clause or V is the dependent clause is an adverb clause. 
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COMPOUND-COMPLEX SENTENCES (CD-CX) 

A CD-CX sentence has at least two independent clauses (the CD part) and at least one dependent 

clause (the CX part).  Use the same rules of punctuation as CD and CX sentences:  

1. Complete sentences are joined with a comma and coordinating conjunction or a semicolon. 

2. Adjective clauses are inserted after the noun they describe and have commas if they’re 

nonrestrictive (unnecessary). 

3. An adverb clause only requires a comma when it comes before an independent clause.   

Try it! Look at the examples below.  Underline the independent clauses and highlight the 
dependent clauses in each sentence.  Circle any relative pronouns, semicolons, commas, 
subordinating conjunctions, or coordinating conjunctions that are used to combine clauses. 

I was invited to the party, but I don’t want to go because The Goonies is on tonight. 

Although I asked James to stop interrupting me, he is still talking over me; I will probably turn him 

into a frog at lunch.  

Cheesecake is a culinary delight even if it’s not the healthiest food, so I limit my  

portion to one every day unless it’s homemade in which case I have two. 

The math problem that I can’t figure out must be the hardest one because I’m basically a 

genius. 

 

Try it! On the back of this sheet, write seven CD-CX sentences.  Make them original.  Make them 
interesting.  Be sure to try the following: 

 Use an adjective clause 

 Use an adverb clause 

 Include two dependent clauses 

 Include one of each kind of dependent clause in the same sentence 

 Use three independent clauses 

 
 
 

Lesson 4 Handout C

45



1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

 
 

Lesson 4 Handout C

46



SENTENCE TYPES REFERENCE TABLE 
 
 # 

Independent 
Clauses 

# 
Dependent 

Clauses 

Words used to 
combine clauses / 

begin clauses 

Punctuation used to combine 
clauses 

Simple Sentence 
(SS) 
 

1 0 None None 

Compound 
Sentence (CD) 

At least 2 0 Coordinating 
conjunctions 
(unless a 
semicolon is used) 

Comma (with coordinating 
conjunction)  
 
 
 
Semicolon (if coordinating 
conjunction + comma is not used) 

Complex Sentence 
(CX) 

1 At least 1 Subordinating 
conjunctions 
(adverb clause) 
 
Relative pronouns 
(adjective clause) 

Comma if adverb clause is before 
independent clause 
 
 
Comma(s) if clause is unnecessary 

Compound-
Complex Sentence 
(CD-CX) 

At least 2 At least 1 Coordinating 
conjunctions 
 
 
 
 
Subordinating 
conjunctions 
 
 
Relative pronouns 

Comma (with coordinating 
conjunction)  
 
Semicolon (if coordinating 
conjunction + comma is not used) 
 
Comma if adverb clause is before 
independent clause or other 
complete sentence 
 
Comma(s) if clause is unnecessary 

 
 

Visual Guide to Punctuating Sentences 

Compound I, FANBOYS I         I; I NOTES 

Complex with 
adverb clause 
 

I D             I D D       D, I D 

D, I            D D I 

*Punctuation of adjective 

clauses depends on 

whether or not the 

information is necessary. 

 

*This chart does not show 

every possible combination 

of clauses. 

Compound 
Complex 

I D, fanboys I   

D I, fanboys I 

I D; I           D I; I 
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INSIDE THE WRITERS STUDIO 8 

 

Unit of Instruction: Sentence Structure 

Lesson Topic:  Sentence Structure Assessments   

 

Lesson 5              One-Two Class Periods 

 

Aim: Can you identify and write the four types of sentences? 

 

Common Core Learning Standards: 

Addressed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.1.B Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-

making, track progress toward specific goals and 

deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.8.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when 

writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

Assessed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.8.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 

English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

 

Do Now:   

What are the four sentence types?  Write one of each about a common topic. 

 

Instructional Materials: 

 Handout D – Quotation Dissection 

 Handout E – Sentence Structure Practice Packet 

 Handout F – Practice  

 Previous Sentence Structure Handouts A-C 

 

Lesson Development/Procedure: 

1. Go over Do Now answers.   

2. Distribute Handout D.  Students may work in pairs or on their own to break down the 

quotations.  For each quotation, they should be able to identify the number of 

independent and dependent clauses, coordinating conjunctions (only the ones used to 

combine independent clauses), subordinating conjunctions, relative pronouns, and 

sentence types. 

3. Review as a class.   

4. Distribute Handout E.  Students should complete the activities to demonstrate an 

understanding of the four sentence structures.   

 

Summary:   

Exit slip: In your own words, explain the differences between the four sentence types. 
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Extension Activity: 

 Look through an older piece of writing and analyze how you have used the four types of 

sentences.  Are the sentence types varied?  Are they written properly?  Try labeling them, 

changing sentences from one type to another, etc.  

 Utilize Handout F for additional practice or assessment.  
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NAME ______________________________________                    PERIOD ____ O/E 

SENTENCE STRUCTURE               INSIDE THE WRITERS STUDIO 

 

1 0 None None 

At least 2 0 Coordinating 
conjunctions 
(unless a 
semicolon is used) 

Comma (with coordinating 
conjunction)  
 
 
Semicolon (if coordinating 
conjunction + comma is not 
used) 

1 At least 1 Subordinating 
conjunctions 
(adverb clause) 
 
Relative pronouns 
(adjective clause) 

Comma if adverb clause is before 
independent clause 
 
 
Comma(s) if clause is 
unnecessary 

At least 2 At least 1 Coordinating 
conjunctions 
 
 
 
 
 
Subordinating 
conjunctions 
 
 
Relative pronouns 

Comma (with coordinating 
conjunction)  
 
Semicolon (if coordinating 
conjunction + comma is not 
used) 
 
Comma if adverb clause is before 
independent clause or other 
complete sentence 
 
Comma(s) if clause is 
unnecessary 

 

 

 

Compound I, FANBOYS I         I; I *Punctuation of adjective 

clauses depends on whether or 

not the information is 

necessary. 
 

*This chart shows the most 

common combination of 

clauses.

Complex with 
adverb* clause 
 

I D             I D D       D, I D 

D, I            D D I 

Compound 
Complex 

I D, fanboys I             I D; I 

D I, fanboys I             D I; I 
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NAME _______________________________________________       INSIDE THE WRITERS STUDIO   PERIOD ____ O / E               

QUOTATION DISSECTION 

 

/35 

# 
In
de

pe
nd

en
t 

Cl
au
se
s 

# 
De

pe
nd

en
t 

Cl
au
se
s 

Su
b 
Co

n 
/ 

Re
la
tiv

e 
Pr
on

ou
n(
s)
 

Co
or
di
na
tin

g 
Co

nj
un

ct
io
n(
s)
 

Se
nt
en

ce
 

Ty
pe

(s
) 

No human race is superior; no religious 

faith is inferior. 
– Elie Wiesel  

     

Monsters are real.  Ghosts are, too.  They 

live inside of us, and sometimes they win. 

 
– Stephen King 

     

We know what we are, but we know not 

what we may be.     
– William Shakespeare 
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# 
In
de

pe
nd

en
t 

Cl
au
se
s 

# 
De

pe
nd

en
t 

Cl
au
se
s 

Su
b 
Co

n 
/ R

el
at
iv
e 

Pr
on

ou
n(
s)
 

Co
or
di
na
tin

g 
Co

nj
un

ct
io
n(
s)
 

Se
nt
en

ce
 T
yp
e(
s)
 

In a gentle way, you can shake the world. 

 
 – Mahatma Gandhi 

     

A good commander is benevolent and 

unconcerned with fame. 
– Sun Tzu 

     

[Humankind] must put an end to war 

before war puts an end to [humankind]. 

 
– John F. Kennedy 

     

When they go low, we go high. 

 
– Michelle Obama 
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NAME _______________________________________  IWS    PERIOD _______ 

SENTENCE STRUCTURE PRACTICE 

1.   FILL IN THE TABLE BELOW 

 
Simple Sentences 

(SS) 
Compound 

Sentences (CD) 
Complex 

Sentences (CX) 

Compound-
Complex 
Sentences 
(CD-CX) 

# Independent Clauses 
    

# Dependent Clauses 
    

 

2. FOLLOW THE DIRECTIONS.     

 
1. Write two independent clauses. 

 

 

 
2. Combine them into a compound sentence using a semicolon.  

 

 

 

 
3. Combine the clauses using a comma and a coordinating conjunction. 

 

 

 

 
4. Use a subordinating conjunction to combine the clauses into a complex sentence.  The 

independent clause should come first. 
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5. Change the order of the clauses from #4.  The dependent clause should come first. 

 

 

 

 
6. Write a complex sentence using a relative pronoun. 

 

 

 

 
7. Is the adjective clause restrictive or nonrestrictive?  Explain. 

 

 

 
8. Choose one of the complex sentences you wrote, and add an independent clause to it to 

create a CD-CX sentence.  Write it below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9. Now, add another dependent clause to it.  (If it already contained an adverb clause, add an 
adjective clause.  If it already contained an adjective clause, add an adverb clause.) 

 

 

 

 
10. Explain the differences between adverb clauses and adjective clauses.  

  

 
11. List the five relative pronouns. 

 
 
 

12. List eight subordinating conjunctions. 
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3. FOR EACH SENTENCE BELOW… 

1. Underline the independent clauses 

2. Double underline the dependent clauses  

3. Circle the subject of each clause 

4. Put a box around the verb in each clause 

5. Highlight all subordinating/coordinating conjunctions and elative pronouns 

6. Give the sentence type (write the abbreviation on the line next to the sentence). 

 

a. Being able to identify different sentence types is an art that not many people fully 

appreciate. _____ 

 

b. Sally loved eating carrots; she ate several pounds of carrots every day despite her 

doctor’s warnings that she would eventually turn orange. _____ 

 

c. Since the tables in my classroom are so dirty, I have decided to stop licking them. _____ 

 

d. Mike wants to go SCUBA diving, but he is afraid of oxygen tanks. _____ 

 

e. Construction paper is the best for arts and crafts; because it’s colorful and sturdy, you 

can use it for many different projects. _____ 

 

f. When I opened the door, I found a basket full of kittens! _____ 

 
g. This computer is so slow; I hope I don’t have to replace it. _____ 

 
h. Ryan is the best dancer at school because he practices every day until his dad finishes 

getting dinner ready. _____ 

 

i. As the slug creeped up the driveway, the goblin watched patiently; she was waiting for 

the perfect moment to slurp up her snack. _____ 
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4. USE YOUR INDEPENDENT READING BOOK TO COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING ACTIVITIES.  FIND 

THE FOLLOWING SENTENCE TYPES IN YOUR BOOK, AND COPY THEM EXACTLY AS THEY 

APPEAR IN THE BOOK.  BE SURE TO WRITE THE PAGE NUMBER OF EACH SENTENCE. 

Title _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Author _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

a. Complex sentence with an adverb clause 

 

 

b. Compound sentence with a comma + coordinating conjunction used to combine 

the clauses 

 

 

 

c. Compound sentence with a semicolon used to combine the clauses  (If you can’t 

find one, find another sentence that uses ,FANBOYS and replace them with a 

semicolon.) 

 

 

 

d. Complex sentence with an adjective clause 

 

 

 

e. Create a compound-complex sentence by combining two or more consecutive 

sentences in the book.  Make sure that your new sentence keeps the meaning of 

the original sentences. 
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INSIDE THE WRITERS STUDIO 8 

 

Unit of Instruction:  Best of Bellmore and Beyond 

Lesson Topic:  Assignment Introduction   

 

Lesson 1           One Class Period 

 

Aim: What will you and your classmates gain from the “Best of Bellmore” project? 

 

Common Core Learning Standards: 

Addressed Standard(s)   

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 

with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, 

building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 

clearly. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.1.B Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-

making, track progress toward specific goals and 

deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 

Assessed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.1.D Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, 

when warranted, qualify or justify their own views in 

light of the evidence presented. 

   

Do Now:   

List the best place(s) to do the following: 

 Eat breakfast / lunch / dinner (each one!) 
 Spend time with your family 
 Listen to music (recorded and/or live) 
 Go food shopping 
 Go shopping for clothes 
 Go shopping for anything else 
 Get in touch with nature 
 Have some time for yourself 
 Relieve stress 
 Watch a sporting event 
 Read  
 Watch a movie / TV show 
 Participate in another favorite activity / hobby (remember to tell us what the activity is) 

 

Instructional Materials: 

 Handout A - Best of Bellmore and Beyond Assignment Introduction 
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 Before teaching this lesson, you might want to create your own Google Map including 

your own pinned places to show students what their map might look like.   
 

Lesson Development/Procedure: 

1. Complete Do Now activity 

2. Share responses in small groups.  As a class, share some ideas.  Did any students have the 

same answers for any of the categories?  Did anyone use a private home for any of their 

answers? 

3. Distribute Handout A (Assignment Introduction).  Read through it with students. 

4. If you have a Google Map to show students, you can show it to them so that they have an 

idea of what their project will look like.   

 

Summary:   

As a class, discuss the Aim question.  Some responses might be: 
 A resource for finding new local places to visit 
 An appreciation and pride for their community 

       

Extension Activity: 

 For next class, students should have a list of five places that they might write about for 

their piece. 
 They might try asking their parents to make their own lists from the Do Now activity to 

see if they have any of the same places.  Or, they can try asking their parents to list the 

places that were the "best" from their youth. 
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NAME _______________________________      INSIDE THE WRITERS STUDIO                 PERIOD ____ O/E 

THE BEST OF BELLMORE AND BEYOND 

YOUR OBJECTIVE 

You will be writing a review for a place that you think is the best place to do/see/experience/get 

something.  Everyone will write a piece that is personal to her/him.  The place you choose can be 

public (the library) or it can be a place that most people would not be able to access (your basement).   

By writing this piece, you are giving your readers insight into who you are and what is important to 

you.  If you are writing about a place that anyone can go to, you may also inspire your readers to visit 

a new place or revisit a place they may have forgotten about.  Writing about places that are close to 

where you live also helps to instill a sense of pride for where you live and affords you an opportunity 

to think about all of the resources that you have access to as someone who lives on Long Island. 

Once everyone finishes writing their pieces, we will create a class Google Map of the places you have 

reviewed.  You will be able to navigate the map and explore all of the places  

REVIEW REQUIREMENTS 

• The place you choose must be on Long Island (Nassau or Suffolk County).  It is preferable to 

choose a place that is closer to Bellmore so that it is easier for readers to venture to that 

place. 

• You must choose a place that you have visited at least a couple of times so that you have 

familiarity with it. 

• No more than two students (across all classes) can write about the same place. 

• The review is a positive piece.  You are writing about the best place.  And no sarcasm either.  

Do not trash other places even if it is to raise the place you are reviewing. (La Piazza is so 

much better than that dump Patty’s Pizza.) 

• Your review must have an introduction, body paragraphs, and conclusion. 

• Your review must follow the format that I will give you 

WHAT TO INCLUDE IN YOUR REVIEW 

1. Introduction  
o Give the name of the place 
o What kind of a place is it? 
o Thesis statement – give your opinion about the place 
o Hook the reader’s attention 
o Hint at what the review will tell the reader 
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2. Body paragraphs – these are ideas that you can includeitems are in no particular order 
o Clear up misconceptions about the place 
o Positive information 
o What it offers 
o Kinds of crowd/types of people (if 

applicable) 
o Landmarks near the place 
o Is the place itself a landmark? 
o What do you do there? 
o Each paragraph is a specific topic / use 

transitions between paragraphs and ideas 
o If you are using a person’s home as your 

place, don’t use his/her actual street 
address.  Instead, you can use an 
intersection that is near the home.  (Instead 
of “2301 Grand Avenue” you’d write “Grand 
Avenue near Mitchell Street.) 

 

o Personal experience(s) 
o History/background of the place 
o “Keep in mind….” 
o Ambiance (the mood or atmosphere of the 

place) 
o How the place appeals to the five senses 
o Curb appeal (outward appearance) 
o Location 
o When it is open/available, etc. 
o The owners/managers/employees 
o A common experience/sight in that place 
o Who/what you might see there 
o Will you leave with anything? 
o Interactive piece – include videos/photos 

 

 
3. Concluding paragraph 

o Do not introduce new information  
o Recommendations to others (Who would enjoy this place?) 
o End on a positive note 
o Restate why the place is the best to…. 

 

4. Tone / Voice / Word Choice 
o Show your personality 
o Be persuasive 

o Use strong, specific words 
o Casual but respectful tone 

o Use sophisticated vocabulary 

 

HOOKS TO TRY 

A hook capture’s the reader’s attention, and it should also give some idea of what the piece of writing 

will be about.  There are countless techniques for getting your reader intrigued, but here are a few 

you can experiment with to get started.  

Let’s say I was going to write a piece about Zambo’s Xylos (a xylophone shop).   Here are six different 

leads commonly used by nonfiction writers: 

1. THE HISTORICAL FACT	

Nearly three centuries ago, a Neanderthal learned to make music by banging logs with primitive 

mallets made of rocks.  Today, descendants of that early human regularly enjoy playing more refined 

versions of that instrument – the xylophone. 

2.  PUT THE READER THERE (WRITING IN SECOND PERSON PERSPECTIVE)	

Delicate metallic tinkles signal your entrance into Zambo’s Xyloz.  As you venture farther into the shop, 

your eyes are met with the beauty of wall-to-wall and floor-to-ceiling xylophones!   

Lesson 1 Handout A

60



3. THE QUOTATION	

William Shakespeare once wrote, “Give me a xylophone, that sublime instrument of human emotion, 

and I’ll never have to speak or write another word." Unfortunately for the writer (but fortunately for 

us), he never received his instrument; there was no Zambo’s Xyloz in 1560s England. 

4. THE INTERESTING FACT	

There are over nine hundred different types of xylophones, and each one has a different magical 

healing power! They can cure a range of common ailments from the common cold to constipation to 

concussions.  If you have the right combination of xylophones and musicians to play them, chronic 

issues such as asthma can be cured.  Since Zambo’s Xyloz carries at least seven hundred xylophone 

varieties at all times, it is like a musical pharmacy! 

5. THE INQUIRY	

How many times have you listened to “Gone Daddy Gone” by the Violent Femmes and wished that 

you could be the lead xylophone player in a band? 

6. WE HAVE WHAT YOU NEED (MY EXAMPLE INCLUDES QUESTIONS, BUT THIS TYPE OF LEAD DOESN’T HAVE TO.)	

Where can you go to listen to beautiful live music?  Where can you go to learn to play beautiful music?  

Where can you go to admire, handle, rent, and/or purchase hand-crafted instruments on which you 

can play beautiful music?  Zambo’s Xyloz satisfies all of these needs. 
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INSIDE THE WRITERS STUDIO 8 

 

Unit of Instruction: Best of Bellmore and Beyond 

Lesson Topic:   Narrowing Down Your Ideas   

 

 

Lesson 2                 One Class Period 

 

Aim: How will you decide which place you will write your review about? 

 

Common Core Learning Standards:  

Addressed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.1.A Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched 

material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation 

by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to 

probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.5 
 
 

 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, 

develop and strengthen writing as needed ny planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, 

focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. 

Assessed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic 

and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the 

selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

 

Do Now:  

For each of the five places you might write your piece about, write a “The best place to...” 

statement.  Be creative; your statements do not have to be literal.  Your statements can be about 

actual activities you can participate in, or they can be about the way a place makes you feel. 

 

Lesson Development/Procedure: 

1. After completing the Do Now, do a Share-Around.  Going around the room, each student 

will share one of their place ideas and the “best place” statement written for that place. 

2. Students will spend the period working independently brainstorming and gathering ideas 

about their five places.  Starting with their strongest choice, students should give the 

following ideas: 

o What do you do in this place?  If there are other places where you can do the 

same thing(s), why do you go to this particular location? 

o How does this place make you feel? 

o Who is there when you go?  Why are they there? 

o How do you get to this place? Does someone bring you or can you go on your 

own?  How long does it take?  Is the journey part of the attraction to going there? 
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o What do you feel, see, hear, taste, smell in this place?  [As an alternative, 

students can create a sense map of the place.] 

o When do you go to this place?  How frequently do you go there?  Do you have to 

plan your trip in advance, or can you go spontaneously?  How long do you usually 

spend at this place? 

o What do you need to go to this place?  What do you wear there?  What should 

you bring?  Are there any other preparations that must be made? 
Students can add other details that they might want to include to help get their ideas on 

paper. 

3. If students know what place they want to write about, they can begin writing a basic draft 

of what a typical visit to their place is like.  If they are unsure of what place they want to 

write about, they should continue to write out the details listed above for the places they 

are interested in.  Ultimately, students should pick a place that is very special to them that 

they have visited multiple times and will be able to share first-hand knowledge and 

experiences.  Additionally, it is a good idea to only allow one or two students across all 

classes to pick the same place. 

4. For the class after next, students should have decided on a place to write about. 

 

Summary:   

Exit Slip or Share-Around - So far, what place do you think you will choose for your review? 
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INSIDE THE WRITERS STUDIO 8 

 

Unit of Instruction: Best of Bellmore and Beyond 

Lesson Topic:   Reading Student Models   

 

 

Lesson 3                 One Class Period 

 

Aim: What are some of the qualities of a well-written “Best of Bellmore” piece? 

 

Common Core Learning Standards: 

Addressed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.8.2 
 
 

 

Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its 

development over the course of the text, including its 

relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective 

summary of the text. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.8.4 
 
 

 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are 

used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and 

technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word 

choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or 

allusions to other texts. 

Assessed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.8.1 
 

 

Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an 

analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text. 

 

Do Now:  

List five qualities that a piece of writing must have in order for it to be considered well-written. 

 

Instructional Materials: 

 Handout B - Student Models 

 Handout C - Student Models Response Sheet  

 Handout D - template 

 

Lesson Development/Procedure: 

1. Share ideas from Do Now.  List them on the board. 

2. Distribute Handout B (Student Models).  There are five reviews; students should read 

two of them and complete the response sheet (Handout C).  To ensure that every review 

is read and responded to, you may assign the reviews by row.  Or break students into 

pairs and have them read the reviews independently and then complete the sheet together. 

3. Have students discuss reviews in groups of 3-4.  (Create groups by reviews read.) 

4. As a class, create a list of the attributes that make the reviews effective and enjoyable to 

read. (Make sure that voice is addressed and noted.) 
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5. As a class, create a list of the areas in which the student models might fall short; these are 

areas that students should pay close attention to so that they do not make the same 

mistakes. 

6. Students should record the lists so that they may refer to them while working on their 

pieces.  The lists can be shared in a Google Doc with students so that all of the students 

working on the assignment can benefit from the lists created by each class period. 
7. Share the template (Handout D) to provide students with additional structure for the 

assignment.  
 

Summary:   

Exit Slip - What are the two most important qualities of a “Best of Bellmore” piece?  Why? 
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PAULINA  

THE BEST PLACE TO BE IN THE CIRCUS 

IFLY TRAPEZE AT EISENHOWER PARK 
MERRICK AVENUE, EAST MEADOW, NY 11554 

 
Have you ever gone to the circus and wished you could fly the trapeze with performers? 

Eisenhower Park is one of the only places where you can. Jumping off of a platform twenty five feet in 

the air is not something that most people see as normal recreation, but now, at iFly Trapeze, it can be.   

Trapeze is often thought of as a very scary and dangerous activity, but at iFly Trapeze, it is very 

safe and extremely fun. You are strapped into a safety harness and there is a net underneath you. The 

people that work there are super nice and they will help you learn tricks the safest and most effective 

way. This trapeze is open from April to October, and you can book your sessions online or by calling. 

You can have a small group, or a large group of up to 10 people. One session at the trapeze will usually 

last for about two hours, and during that time, each person in your group will go up and fly at least five 

times. You do two or three practice swings to get the hang of the trick, and then on the fourth or fifth 

time you go up,  someone will be swinging on the separate swing to catch you in the trick. You can also 

do a workshop, which meets once a week at a certain time, and instead of learning new tricks the whole 

time, you learn great techniques to help you fly better and learn tricks faster. Summer workshops are 

another fun way to keep kids entertained all summer. Anyone older than four can fly; it is fun for all 

ages!  

As much fun as flying is, there are some parts that aren’t as great as others. For starters, trapeze 

is a fun way to work out without realizing how much exercise you got, until the next day when you can 

hardly move because of your sore muscles. Trust me, the sore arms, shoulders, abs and knees are well 

worth it.  Another part that people have a tough time with is the ladder to get to the platform, which is 

very high up for most people. The ladder is very thin and it shakes when you are climbing up, which can 

be nerve wracking. Halfway up the ladder, you are instructed to turn around to be over the net, so that 

just in case you fall, you are completely safe in the net. I have never fallen, and I am no longer afraid of 

the ladder because of how many times I’ve climbed it. The platform that you jump off of is something 

you get used to, and it shakes as well. When you are getting ready to jump off, you feel like you are 

going to fall, but the instructors are holding you securely. Trapeze is a great activity, and the scary parts 

Lesson 3 Handout B

66



are just something to ignore and get used to. How many people have a trapeze less than a half hour 

away from their homes, and how many people can say that they flew on a trapeze in general?   

Trapeze is something people of all ages should try. Even if you don’t love it as much as I do, it is 

still something fun and interesting to do. iFly Trapeze is a fun place to go for a different way to have a 

great time. Flying on the trapeze is quite addicting for most people, especially me. iFly Trapeze at 

Eisenhower Park is the best place to feel like you are in the circus.   

 

******************** 

 

 

JULIA  

THE BEST PLACE TO BECOME A NATIONAL CHAMPION 

TECHNIQUES DANCE STUDIO 
1190 WANTAGH AVE., WANTAGH, NEW YORK 11793 

 
 “Dance enables you to find yourself and lose yourself at the same time.” 

 When I walk into Techniques Dance Studio, I am greeted by the same friends that I have been 

dancing with for the past eight years. At Techniques, not only will you learn to dance really well, but you 

will make friends and memories that will last a lifetime! Beginners are welcome to take recreational 

classes, and more advanced students can tryout for the prestigious, award-winning Competition Team.  

Techniques Dance Studio is owned by Maria and Michelle Francke, who have plenty of experience, 

judging by the fact that they have owned the studio for nineteen years, and get along great, judging by 

the fact that they are sister-in-laws. They choreograph intricate routines of all styles, like jazz, tap, 

ballet, contemporary, hip hop, and acrobatics, to music that makes you want to tap your toes, no matter 

how old you are! Plus, they offer classes for all ages. There is a group of moms who perform at the 

recital each year, and they are really good! Also, the baby ballet classes build a base of technique for 

every student to build upon, while teaching confidence, rhythm, and how to not cry in front of an 
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audience during our annual recital. The small age-range for each class helps beginners improve 

dramatically. Each year, Techniques Dance Studio puts on a high-quality, almost-professional recital at 

the Tilles Center on C.W. Post campus. Each of the two shows has almost 50 acts and behind the stage 

are huge dressing-rooms and even a screen to watch other routines currently on the stage. Recently, co-

owners, Maria, Michelle and also Melissa Rohman have opened a brand-new studio in Seaford called 

Seaford Dance Center, that just also won first-place titles at Dance XPlosion and Fierce Dance Challenge, 

the only two competitions they've been to so far this year. Techniques Dance Studio is a local place 

where you can dance with the same people you go to school with or see around, or make a whole bunch 

of brand new friends. All are welcome at Techniques Dance Studio! 

Interested in taking a hobby one step further? Well, Techniques is just the place to do it! Why not 

explore new opportunities and try out for the company? The Competition Team at the studio is just like 

an 82-person family. I know first-hand because I'm on it. Every season, which is January to July (but we 

practice all year long,) we attend four different regional competitions, and one national competition. 

These regional competitions are in high schools or colleges all over Long Island, but Nationals is a week 

long dance-a-thon/vacation/extravaganza in Wildwood, New Jersey. The competition team has won 

countless First-Place awards, Special awards, and Choreography awards, and not to mention the 

National-Championship 5-foot-tall trophy that sits proudly in the lobby of the studio. We’ve gotten the 

opportunity to take classes with famous choreographers, and also, we also met the cast of Dance Moms 

Miami and were fortunate enough to dance with them, too. Plus, we have also danced at the halftime of a 

Harlem Globetrotters game at the Nassau Coliseum. Being on the team requires lots of hard work, 

dedication, and late nights practicing at the studio, but all the fun you'll have with your new friends will 

be worth it! Just this past weekend my group and I won first-place at Fierce Dance Challenge out of more 

than ten Junior Large Groups. Joining the team is a great way to learn how to work cohesively with 

others on team. In order to promote teamwork and responsibility, techniques doesn't allow students to 

compete solos (one-person routines) at competitions. Every kid can try their hand at every style of dance, 

too, which means no one is ever bored. Both of the huge dance rooms have booming stereo systems, 

mirrors to help yourself improve, and a barre, which is a fancy way to say bar, and is used to stretch 

before class and also practice technique and balance. There is a lot of "tough love" given at TDS, but it 

helps to motivate everyone to become better. Are you interested at trying complicated  flips or learn how 
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to gracefully tumble? The teachers and student teachers can help teach you how to do a long list of 

acrobatics, including walkovers, handsprings, tucks, and aerials. Everyone is always really encouraging 

of one another because everyone is on the same team, and has the same goal… winning. And Techniques 

Dance Studio is definitely the place to go if you want to learn how to do that! 

Techniques Dance Studio is the perfect atmosphere to try something new, exercise, and push 

yourself to the limits without being judged by anyone else. And, at the end of the year, you can 

showcase your newly found talents at the recital, or attend Nationals with the competition team on the 

beach and Boardwalk. I give Techniques Dance Studio five out of five stars… but, who wouldn't? I hope 

to see you at registration! Find a complete list of classes by clicking here. 

 

******************** 

 

 

ANNIE  

THE BEST PLACE TO GET INSPIRATION 

THE CUP COFFEEHOUSE 
3268 RAILROAD AVENUE, WANTAGH, NEW YORK 11793 

 
You’re in a quiet library and doing the ¨finger dance¨ because you have no idea what to write for 

an essay/poem. Sound familiar? Not to people at The Cup Coffeehouse! Never again will you sit for 

countless minutes racking your brain for something, anything, to write down. This underrated 

restaurant is the perfect place to bring out your untapped writing ability or to simply hang out with your 

friends or family.  

It’s extremely unfortunate how many people don’t know about this artistic café. Fortunately, I 

was brought here by my elementary school alpha teacher, Mrs. McNamara, for a poetry reading in fifth 

grade. Each student prepared a couple of poems to perform in front of all the guests. As I stepped onto 

the tiny stage, my nerves were quickly calmed by how welcoming and kind the audience was. Had I been 

reading my poems in a huge restaurant, in front of elegant people, I think I might’ve thrown up right 
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then and there. However, the atmosphere of The Cup is so accepting that it makes you want to write 

something just so you can present it.  

Keep in mind that you may want to bring a few extra dollars because the desserts are 

dangerously irresistible. While the main course is nothing to rave about (although it’s not bad either), the 

amazing selection of  tea and desserts (especially the pie in a mug) is something you should definitely 

order to get the most out of your experience. During your amazing meal, you can enjoy the live music of 

talented artists, and bring out your competitive qualities by playing a fun game from their large 

selection like Connect Four.  

I’m not suggesting that you should go here to study for a big exam, because you may get 

wrapped up in all of the different aspects of The Cup, but it is a great idea to write a piece of literature 

here because of the inspiring artistic vibe. You are almost guaranteed to write a great essay/poem.  

So, the next time you’re in search of a cool, new place to grab a bite, or you need inspiration, make sure 

to check out The Cup. You won’t be disappointed, and it is sure to make your Top Five Restaurants! 

 

******************** 

 

KEVIN  

THE BEST PLACE TO EAT A GOOD BURGER AND WATCH TELEVISION AT THE SAME TIME 

PIT STOP 
1706 SUNRISE HIGHWAY, MERRICK, NEW YORK 11566 

 
Are you tired of your boring dinners that you eat every day?  Do you wish there was a place 

where you could change it up and get great food to eat for dinner?  Well if you answered yes to either of 

those questions, Pit Stop is the place for you.  

Pit Stop is a great restaurant that you can go to, but it also delivers in case you are too lazy to go 

out and get your food.  The burgers are delicious, but there are other options too.  They have hot dogs, 

chicken tenders, seafood, steak, and other sandwiches.  They also have great side dishes like onion 

rings, french fries, vegetables, and different types of potatoes.  They have a wide selection of sodas and 
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other beverages.  The Menu has many selection for everyone to enjoy.  The food is great and so is the 

atmosphere. 

Pit Stop is not very crowded considering the high quality food that they make.  You can get your 

food within ten minutes at the very worst and you will usually be able to find a seat.  They have two 

televisions that are often tuned to ESPN and FOX.  It is a nice place and a good one for eating their great 

food. 

When you think of a pit stop, you probably think of a nice place to stop and rest during a long 

road trip.  You will think of those disgusting bathrooms and those many restaurants that you can 

quickly get food from and then get back on the road.  Pit Stop is much better.  You get great food and a 

great place to sit down, relax, and eat.  Instead of focusing on those pit stops that you go in and out of 

in less than 30 minutes, focus on this great restaurant that is better than those other pit stops.  Ignore 

those other, horrible pit stops, and come to this great restaurant.  

Pit Stop might not be the first place you think of when you don’t know what to eat for dinner, but 

it is a great restaurant and you should definitely consider either going there or ordering from it every 

once in a while.  It is a great restaurant that I know you will enjoy.    

 

******************** 

 

	

 

ETHAN 

THE BEST PLACE TO QUENCH YOUR MUSICAL THIRST 

MUSIC EMPORIUM 
2641 JERUSALEM AVENUE, NORTH BELLMORE, NY 11710 

 
You walk into an emporium.  You notice that this certain emporium is very musical.  You realize 

that you’ve stumbled into the Music Emporium.  You brush off the fact that you’re supposed to be at a 

job interview right now, and you walk into the emporium of music.  You are befuddled by the amazing 
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service the staff delivers, and you are dumbfounded by the myriad of musical instruments that they 

offer.  Music Emporium is truly the best place to quench your musical thirst.   

Music Emporium is a fantastic store for anything musical.  It’s a great place to buy, repair, or 

learn an instrument.  The store’s large inventory will satisfy every customer.  There is a great amount of 

different sheet music for all different instruments.  If a piece of music is out of stock, the staff makes 

sure that the music piece will be in stock within the next week.  The rented instruments are always in 

great shape and are kept that way because of complimentary repairs.   One of the more impressive 

aspects of the store is the large inventory of different types of guitars.  Several acoustic guitars, electric 

guitars, bass guitars, ukuleles, heck, even a mandolin!   

 Another great part to the store are the rentable instruments and the music teachers that work 

there.  The store holds many instruments for rental.  The instruments have free repairs and are always 

delivered in great shape.  The instrument lessons are arguably the most important feature to the 

store.  Every teacher has a great amount of experience with their instrument and they are great teachers 

for both beginners and advanced players. It makes it easy for any beginning musician to learn an 

instrument without any fuss.   

The best aspect of the store is the service.  The staff at the store are some of the best workers in 

Bellmore.  When a customer is being serviced, it’s like they’re being spoken to by a friend, and not an 

employee.  Every employee always seems like they are enjoying being at the store.  It gives off a very 

friendly atmosphere.  All employees know a lot about music and instruments.  The staff is fantastic. 

The Music Emporium is a great place for beginners and advanced players.  The store has so much 

to deliver, and the service is the icing on this musical cake.  The Music Emporium is the best local music 

store.  The large inventory, great instruments and teachers, and superb staff are why Music Emporium is 

the best place to quench that beautiful musical thirst. 

 

******************** 
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NAME ________________________________              INSIDE THE WRITERS STUDIO       PERIOD ____ O/E 

THE BEST OF BELLMORE…AND BEYOND 
SAMPLE REVIEWS FROM FORMER STUDENTS 

Part 1: Review Review 

Place reviewed: 

 

What service is provided?  

 
 

 

What does the author do 
to get the reader’s 
attention in the 
introduction paragraph? 

 

 
 

 
 

 

What are two things that 

the author likes most 

about this place? 

A. 

 

 

 

B. 

Give text evidence to 

show that he/she likes 

these aspects of the place. 

A. 

 

 

 

B. 

Pick two 
words/phrases/clauses 
that stayed with you 
because of word choice 
and/or voice. 
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Place reviewed: 

 
 

What service is provided?  
 

 
 

 

What does the author do 
to get the reader’s 
attention in the 
introduction paragraph? 

 

 
 

 
 

 

What are two things that 

the author likes most 

about this place? 

A. 

 

 

 

 

B. 

Give text evidence to 

show that he/she likes 

these aspects of the place. 

A. 

 

 

 

 

B. 

Pick two 
words/phrases/clauses 
that stayed with you 
because of word choice 
and/or voice. 
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Part 2: How can we make our reviews effective? 
Using what you learned from the reviews in the packet, give two guidelines for the reviews for the 
categories listed below.  Some of the categories might be things that you didn’t really think about the 
first time through the reviews, so flip back through.  You may work with a partner to complete this 
part. We will be using your insights and suggestions to compile a list of requirements and guidelines 
for your assignment, so make sure that you fill this out thoughtfully. 

1. Format / Presentation 

 

 

 
2. Introduction 

 

 

 
3. Body paragraphs 
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4. Concluding paragraph 

 

 

 
 

5. Tone / Voice / Word Choice 

 

 

 

6. Details about the place 

 

 

 

7. Other suggestions/ideas 
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BEST OF BELLMORE AND BEYOND: TEMPLATE 
• The entire piece should be done in Times New Roman font	
• The entire piece should use 1.5 line spacing	
• Your piece should have one-inch margins	
• Your name and the body of your review should be aligned to the left of the sheet	
• The title, name of the place, and address should be centered	
• Your name, the title, name of the place, and address should be typed in small caps	
• “The Best Place to...” should be bolded	
• The address should be italicized	
• There is a skipped line between your name and the title/name/address	
• There is another skipped line between the title/name/address and the body of your piece	

Your work should look like this:  

 

AUTHOR’S FIRST AND LAST NAME (SMALL CAPS, SIZE 14)  

 

THE BEST PLACE TO …. (SIZE 16) 

PLACE/BUSINESS NAME (SIZE 16) 
123 GRAND AVENUE 

BELLMORE, NY 11010 (SIZE 14) 
 

         Use size 12 font for the body of your review.  Your paragraphs should be indented.  Please 

do not skip lines between your paragraphs.  Use size 12 font for the body of your review.  Your 

paragraphs should be indented.  Please do not skip lines between your paragraphs.  Use size 12 

font for the body of your review.  Your paragraphs should be indented.  Please do not skip lines 

between your paragraphs.  Use size 12 font for the body of your review.  Your paragraphs should 

be indented.  Please do not skip lines between your paragraphs.  Use size 12 font for the body of 

your review.  Your paragraphs should be indented.  Please do not skip lines between your 

paragraphs.   
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INSIDE THE WRITERS STUDIO 8 

 

Unit of Instruction: Best of Bellmore and Beyond 

Lesson Topic:   Writing Your Piece   

 

 

Lesson 4                Two-Three Class Periods 

 

Aim: Let's begin writing your “Best of Bellmore” draft. 

 

Common Core Learning Standards: 

Addressed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.4 
 

 

Produce clean and coherent writing in which the 

development, organization, and style are appropriate to 

task, purpose, and audience. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.5 
 
 

 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, 

develop and strengthen writing as needed ny planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, 

focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. 

Assessed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.3 
 

 

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences 

or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive 

details, and well-structured event sequences. 

 

Do Now:  

Using details from your brainstorming exercise and your notes from last class, briefly outline 

what the body paragraphs of your piece will address. 

 

Instructional Materials: 

 Any previous handouts that students need to work on their drafts. 
  

Lesson Development/Procedure: 

1. Give students time in class to handwrite their first drafts (one class period plus time out 

of class if necessary).  
2. Let students continue to write and revise their drafts.  Students should refer to the 

previous notes and handouts to guide their writing. Conference with them as necessary. 
3. Each student should remember to keep their voice at the front of her/his work.  This is a 

personal piece about a place that is important to him/her.  The review should sound like 

that student.  Use specific nouns and verbs to paint pictures; use literary techniques like 

figurative language; use humor, irony, or (gentle) self-deprecation if that’s what reflects 

who each student is. 
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4. Tell students that because this piece will be a part of an interactive online map, they 

might want to include a hyperlink within their piece.  As they write their draft, they might 

want to think about any sites, songs, videos, etc that they might want to link to.  They 

might want to make note of these ideas in the margins or by highlighting the text that 

might become a link. 
5. Remind students that they should not worry so much about their introduction paragraphs 

and conclusion paragraphs just yet.  It is often easier to begin with the body paragraphs, 

and work backwards from them as long as they are focused on what they are trying to 

communicate to the reader.  Their “The Best Place to...” statement acts as a thread that 

should help them hold these ideas together even without an introduction right now. 
 

Summary:   

Exit Slip (each day of writing) - How far have you gotten in writing your draft? 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

79



INSIDE THE WRITERS STUDIO 8 

 

Unit of Instruction: Best of Bellmore and Beyond 

Lesson Topic:   Capturing the Reader’s Attention 

 

Lesson 5                One or Two Class Period(s) 

(You can do this before students begin their rough drafts, or you can do it after they’ve had a 

period to work on their writing first.) 

 

Aim: What makes a hook successful? 

 

Common Core Learning Standards: 

Addressed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.2.A Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; 

organize ideas, concepts and information into broader 

categories; include formatting, graphics, and multimedia 

when useful to aiding comprehension.  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.8.5 
 

 

Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in a 

text, including the role of particular sentences in 

developing and refining a key concept. 

Assessed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.3.A 
 
 

 

Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context 

and point of view and introducing a narrator and/or 

characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds 

naturally and logically. 

 

Do Now: What are some techniques writers might use to make a reader interested in her/his 

piece of writing? 

 

Instructional Materials: 

 Handout A - Assignment Introduction (previously distributed) 

  

Lesson Development/Procedure: 

1. Review answers to the Do Now question.  Create a list on the board.    
2. Look through the suggested hooks on the back of Handout A (Hooks).  Read through 

these as a class.  Have students star two or three that they think might work for their 

pieces.   
3. Students should write two different introduction paragraphs for their piece using two 

different hooks.  They may use ones from the handout, or they may use an idea generated 

in class during the Do Now. (The writing of the different introductions might take the rest 

of the period, in which case, the next part can be done the next class.) 
4. After students have written two, they should share them with a partner.  Have students 

read their partners’ hooks, and give feedback on which they think is more interesting and 
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why.  What can they do to improve their hooks?  Each student should try to share with at 

least two classmates.  (Alternatively, you can collect the students’ different hooks and 

share them in a Google Doc so that students will be able to read many classmates’ work, 

and they can leave comments in the document.) 
 

Summary:   

Exit slip or class discussion if time - 

 What type of hook will you use to get your reader invested in your writing?   

 Which types of hooks did you most enjoy reading in your classmates’ pieces? 
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INSIDE THE WRITERS STUDIO 8 

 

Unit of Instruction: Best of Bellmore and Beyond 

Lesson Topic:   Typing, Revising, and Editing Your Work 

 

Lesson 6                Two or Three Class Periods 

 

Aim: Let’s make sure that our “Best of Bellmore” piece is ready for publication. 

 

Common Core Learning Standards:  

Addressed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.2.B Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, 

definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 

information and examples. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and 

publish writing and present the relationships between 

information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and 

collaborate with others. 

Assessed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, 

develop and strengthen writing as needed ny planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, 

focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. 

 

Do Now:  

What is revising?  What is editing?  Which do you think you should do first?  Why? 

 

Instructional Materials: 

 Any previous handouts that students need to finish their piece.  
 Computers 

  

 

Lesson Development/Procedure: 

1. Review answers to the Do Now question.   
a. Revising is the act of modifying the content of one’s writing: making sure that 

ideas are clear and concise, adding necessary information, eliminating 

unnecessary information, etc. 
b. Editing is the act of cleaning up the mechanics and structure of writing: spelling, 

grammar, punctuation, etc. 
c. Most writers revise and then edit because it makes more sense to clean up the 

mechanics of statements that you are definitely including in your work than to fix 

the structure of sentences that might ultimately be changed anyway.  
2. Give students the time that they need to finish revising, editing, and typing their work.   
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3. At some point early on, address the idea of including specific details to ensure that the 

readers really understand what is so special about this place.  Every claim should have 

specific details that show the reader why the student is writing it.  This is not a formal 

essay, but it still needs to have concrete details and not just claims. 

 
For example: 

 

The Pancake Hut’s pancakes are second to none! (Great. Why?  Give some evidence.) 

The Pancake Hut’s pancakes are second to none because Meghan the Pancake Maven (the head 

chef and owner) uses two pounds of cold lard in every batch of flapjacks! The lard gives the 

pancakes a denser texture and a buttery flavor without leaving you feeling as though you’ve 

eaten a bowling ball for breakfast!  (There’s some evidence!)  

4. Encourage students to find unproven claims in their work and assign them all concrete 

details as proof. 
 

Summary:   

Exit slip -  List two things you have noticed your piece needed work on, and list two aspects of 

your review that you are satisfied with. 
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INSIDE THE WRITERS STUDIO 8 

 

Unit of Instruction: Best of Bellmore and Beyond 

Lesson Topic:   Adding a Hyperlink to Your Document 

 

Lesson 7           Mini-lesson during the typing/revising/editing part of the unit 

 

Aim: Why might you want to include a hyperlink in your review? 

 

Common Core Learning Standards:  

Addressed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.8.7 Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using 

different media to present a particular topic or idea 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse 

media and formats and evaluate the motives behind its 

presentation. 

Assessed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.5 Integrate multimedia and visual displays into 

presentations to clarify information, strengthen claims 

and evidence, and add interest 

 

Do Now:  

What is a hyperlink? 

 

Instructional Materials: 

 Handout E: How to Add a Hyperlink to Your Piece 
 Computers 

 

Lesson Development/Procedure: 

1. Answer the Do Now question.  Most students will know that a hyperlink is used to bring 

an Internet user to a particular website.   
2. Distribute Handout E, and bring it up on the SmartBoard or it can be viewed on Chrome 

Books.  Show students how the link in the handout brings the reader to a website.  Point 

out that the text used as the link can be a regular line in the review.  Students do not need 

to write “click these words here to see what I’m talking about!” 
3. Have students look back at their drafts and find the places where they might include a 

link.  If they decide to include a link, they can use the handout and follow the directions. 

Or conduct small-group “tutorials” if the students are having trouble doing it. 
 

Summary:   

 Why might one include a hyperlink in her/his review?   
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THE BEST OF BELLMORE… AND BEYOND:  HOW TO INCLUDE A HYPERLINK IN YOUR PIECE 

Don’t forget that you can include links to photos or videos.  Make sure that if you include photos of 

videos of anyone else, you get their permission before you share it with the class.  Including a QR code 

will allow people to see the videos/pictures if your piece is printed.  So, if I’m writing a piece about 

Zambo’s Xylos, maybe I’ll include a link to my percussion group playing (this is not my group).  The 

reader can Control-click that underlined, blue hyperlink text to go to the address. 

Here’s how to do it.   

1. Get the web address for the video or photos you want to link your review to.  Copy the 

address to your clipboard.   

2. Now, go to your review.  Highlight the word or words that you’d like to turn into a link.   

3. Right click.  Select “Hyperlink”	in the menu that comes up.  Here’s what you’ll see: 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

4. The cursor will be blinking in the “Address” text box towards the bottom of the window.  

Paste the address into that box and click “OK.”  Now the text should appear as a blue 

hyperlink in your piece.  Amazing! 
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INSIDE THE WRITERS STUDIO 8 

 

Unit of Instruction: Best of Bellmore and Beyond 

Lesson Topic:   Adding Your Review to the Map 

 

Lesson 8            Mini-lesson that can be done while revising/editing/typing 

 

Aim: What is the value in creating a map of the places we’ve reviewed? 

 

Common Core Learning Standards: 

Addressed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse 

media and formats and evaluate the motives behind its 

presentation. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.5 Integrate multimedia and visual displays into 

presentations to clarify information, strengthen claims 

and evidence, and add interest. 

Assessed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and 

publish writing and present the relationships between 

information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and 

collaborate with others. 

 

Do Now:  

Write the name and full address of your place on a piece of paper.  You may use one of the 

handouts for this project or the margin of your draft.  You do not need to use a whole sheet of 

paper for this. 

 

Instructional Materials: 

 Handout F: Adding Your Piece to the Map 
 Computers 

 

Lesson Development/Procedure: 

1. Before doing this activity, make sure that you have created a Google Map that your 

students will be adding to and then share it with the students. 

a. Log in to Google, and go to Google Maps.  Select the menu in the top left corner, 

and choose Your Places 

b. Under the Your Places bar, choose the Maps tab on the right. Click on Create 

Map at the bottom of the menu. 

c. A map will open in a new tab.  Put a pin on the map for the school’s location.  

Modify the listing the for pin as per Handout F so that when you put the mouse 

over it, the name of the school comes up.  You can attach a document to it so that 
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students see what the end result should look like. Give the map a name and 

choose Share from the menu under the map’s name. 

d. Select the option that fits your sharing preference, and from the drop-down menu, 

change view to edit. 

e. You can email the link to your students, post it on Google Classroom, give them 

the URL, etc. 

2. Have the students open the map on their computers, or open it on the SmartBoard. 

3. Distribute Handout F, and read through the steps with the class. 

4. Use one student’s review as the model for the procedure of adding the review to the map.  

It isn’t hard to do, but there are a number of steps involved.  Seeing it happen on the 

SmartBoard will likely make it much clearer for the students. 

5. Once they’ve seen how to do it, they can add their pins as they work on their edits and 

final drafts.  It might be a good idea to give groups of students time slots during which 

they should add their pins so that the map doesn’t get too bogged down from too many 

students editing it at once.  Or you can have small groups of students come up and you 

can walk them through it at the same time. 

6. A few things students should keep in mind: 

a. They should not change any other student’s pins on the map. 

b. Students should make sure that they share their own documents with permission 

to comment not to edit. 

c. They should close the map if they’re not currently adding their pin so that it 

doesn’t get slowed down. 

 

Next class, students will be sharing their work with their classmates.   

 

Summary:   

Go over the Aim question.  Students can do an exit slip, or you can have a conversation if time 

allows.   
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THE BEST OF BELLMORE…AND BEYOND 
FORMATTING YOUR PIECE AND ADDING IT TO THE GOOGLE MAP 

The goal of this project is to create a Google Map of the places you have reviewed.  I have created the 

map, and will share it with you on Google Classroom.  There are some things you need to do before 

adding your location to the map. 

1. MAKE SURE THAT YOUR PIECE HAS BEEN REVISED AND EDITED. 

a. Write your piece 

b. Revise it and share it with others so that they can read through it 

c. Check the format of your piece – make sure it adheres to the guidelines from the first handout 

 

2. PREPARE YOUR PIECE FOR THE MAP 

a. When you feel that your piece is ready for publication, click the blue “Share” button in the top 

right corner. 

b. In the drop-down menu at the top of the dialogue box that appears, select People at BMCHSD 

with the link can comment. 

c. Copy the link. 

 

3. ADD YOUR LOCATION TO THE MAP 

a. Open the Google Map that was shared on the class stream 

b. Enter the address of your place in the search bar at the top of the map 

c. Select the location of suggestions.  A pin should drop on the map. 

d. Click the pin that dropped for your location.  Click on “Add to map.” 

e. The dialogue box will disappear, and the pin will turn a different color.  Click on the pin. Click the 

little pencil icon to edit. 

f. In the first box, type the name of the location (Grandma’s House, Smith Street Deli, etc.).  In the 

second box, paste the link to your Google Doc. 

g. There is a light blue box with the location’s address.  Click “Remove” to remove that address box. 

h. If you would like to add a photo or video, click the camera icon.  The pic/video must have a URL 

that you can paste into the dialogue box.  If there is anyone in the video other than you, you must 

have their permission to use it.  See me before posting it.  You may also paste a picture into your 

review; if you choose to do that, paste it in after the heading so that the top of your reviews all 

look the same. 

i. Click “Save.”  You are done!	

Lesson 8 Handout F
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INSIDE THE WRITERS STUDIO 8 

 

Unit of Instruction: Best of Bellmore and Beyond 

Lesson Topic:   Sharing Your Work and Reading Others’ Work 

 

Lesson 9                One – Two Class Period(s) 

 

Aim: What places would you like to explore? 

 

Common Core Learning Standards: 

Addressed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.2.E Establish and maintain a formal style. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.2.D Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to 

inform about or explain the topic. 

Assessed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.8.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its 

development over the course of the text, including its 

relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective 

summary of the text. 

 

Do Now:  

Do a final check of your document.  Read through it one more time, make sure that it is formatted 

correctly, make sure that you’ve shared it with permission to comment, make sure that your pin is 

formatted correctly and that it links to your document.   

 

Instructional Materials: 

 Handout G: Commenting on Others’ Work 
 Computers 

 

Lesson Development/Procedure: 

1. Distribute Handout G and read through it.  Discuss the importance of giving specific 

feedback on the reviews while making sure that students know that they are not trying to 

fix their peers’ reviews.  They are only commenting on the content of the pieces. 
2. Students should spend the period reading through their classmate’s work, giving them 

feedback, and completing their handout. 
3. Encourage students to read reviews without looking at the author first.  You can also 

assign two-three reviews to each student to make sure that each review is read at least a 

couple of times.  Then students can choose which reviews they want to read after the 

assigned ones are read and commented on. 
4. Students should bring a printed copy of their reviews for next class. 
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Summary:   

Exit slip or share-around: 

 What is one place you know you would like to visit after reading the review? 
 Give an example of excellent voice / word choice from one of the reviews.  
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NAME _________________________________     INSIDE THE WRITERS STUDIO        PERIOD _____ 

THE BEST OF BELLMORE…AND BEYOND – GIVING FEEDBACK 

You will be commenting on your peers’ writing.  You are reading pieces as someone who is 

interested in learning about the different places your classmates know and want to share with you.  

Your job is not to critique, edit, or proofread. If you notice errors, leave them alone; this is not the 

time for commenting on them.   

You are expected to comment on at least five different pieces by students in different classes.  You 

may read more than five, of course.  To comment, highlight a word, sentence, selection, and then 

click the speech bubble that pops up to the right of the document and type your comment.   

Here are some guideline and ideas for commenting on others’ work: 

• Your comment might be / might be about: 

o Whether you’ve been there 

o A question you have for the author 

o A similar experience you’ve had 

o The author’s word choice 

o A suggestion for another place that the author might like based on the review 

o Any other idea you have 

• Be respectful.  If you don’t agree with something, you can say so if it’s done in a pleasant, 

conversational way.  Do not disagree in an argumentative or condescending way.   

• A typed comment doesn’t always translate the way you want it to.  You might write 

something as a good-natured joke, but it might come across differently. (Like when we text 

people, right?) 

• Everyone who reads the piece (students, teachers, administrators, parents) will see your 

comments. 

• Your comment should be positive.  If you don’t have anything nice to say, then don’t 

comment. 

• Be specific.  “Nice job!”  “This is awesome!” “This is so cool!”  �  Those are all really nice, but 

they don’t mean much.  In what way did he/she do a nice job?  Why is it awesome or cool? 

 

 

 

Lesson 9 Handout G
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OTHER PEOPLE’S PIECES 

1. List five places that you commented on and give the authors of the pieces. 

Place Author 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Put a star next to one of the reviews listed above that you think is very effective.    

What made this review strong? 

 

 

What comment(s) did you write? 

 

 

Lesson 9 Handout G
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3. Put a smiley face next to a review above that you think has very strong voice.  Give 
two examples of this person’s excellent voice and/or word choice (direct quotations). 

a.  

   

b.    

 

4. List three places that you learned about from classmates that you would like to 
explore.   
 

Place Author 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson 9 Handout G
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INSIDE THE WRITERS STUDIO 8 

 

Unit of Instruction: Best of Bellmore and Beyond 

Lesson Topic:   Self-Evaluation and Reflection 

 

Lesson 10                One Period or a Mini-lesson 

 

Aim: What are your final thoughts about this project? 

 

Common Core Learning Standards:  

Addressed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.8.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when 

writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.4 Produce clean and coherent writing in which the 

development, organization, and style are appropriate to 

task, purpose, and audience. 

Assessed Standard(s)  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic 

and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the 

selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

 

Do Now:    

Take out the hard copy of your review.  On the back of it, write a brief explanation of how you 

might have approached this project differently now that you’ve had the time to read your peers’ 

work.  What would you have changed about the way that you worked?  Why?  If you feel that 

you would not do anything differently, explain why you are confident in the work that you did. 

 

Instructional Materials: 

 Handout : Evaluation 
 Printed copy of reviews 

 

Lesson Development/Procedure: 

1. Give time for the Do Now. 
2. Distribute Handout G and let students work on filling them out. 
3. After a few minutes, call students up one-by-one to check in with them and their ideas on 

the self-evaluation. 
 

Summary:   

Have students share what they liked about the project and any suggestions for the future.  

Encourage them to share the map with their families and friends outside of class.  
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NAME ______________________________________     INSIDE THE WRITERS STUDIO        PERIOD _____  

THE BEST OF BELLMORE... AND BEYOND: SELF-EVALUATION AND REFLECTION  
 

Your Piece / The Project 
1. What place did you review, and why did you choose it for this project? 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

2. What grade would you give yourself for the voice/personality in your piece? (A, B, C, etc.)   

 
 

 
 

3. Give two examples of strong word choice and/or voice from your review OR give two sentences 
from your review that could have been revised to reveal more of your personality and then revise 
them. 
 
a. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
b. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. What could you have changed about your piece to make it more effective?  Be specific. 
 

 
 

 

Lesson 10 Handout H
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5. What was the easiest part of this project? 
 

 
 

 
 

 
6. What was the most challenging part? 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Suggestions 
What would you change about this project?  (Do not suggest opening it up beyond Long Island.) 
 
 
 
 
 
What did you like about this project? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Any other insights, comments, concerns, etc.? 

Lesson 10 Handout H
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