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Course Overview 

Middle School Prep Art is a course designed to introduce students to the basics of design 

and craftsmanship related to the Visual Arts. In this course, students are exposed to a 

range of concepts and skills necessary for creative expression. By providing students with 

various hands on visual arts experiences, critical thinking and problem solving skills are 

honed and strengthened. 

The goal of this 40-week every other day Middle School Prep Art course is to equip each 

student with an understanding of the Visual Arts. It aims to broaden student visual 

literacy and communication skills by developing an appreciation of the Elements of Art 

and Principles of Design. By employing various art material and methods, students will 

explore their creative potential and develop the visual vocabulary needed to convey ideas. 

This course will prepare students for a continued study of Visual Art at the high school 

level in courses such as Prep Art 1 and Prep Art 2 as well as in everyday life skills. 

This Curriculum Guide will present the concepts and skills that the Bellmore-Merrick 

Central High School District requires its Middle School Prep Art student to be introduced 

to. Each unit includes sample lessons and handouts that may be used to achieve the unit 

goals. Many of the included sample lessons may achieve more than one curricular goal 

and may be used across multiple units. The teacher is encouraged to explore Art History 

and historical styles that demonstrate the concepts discussed in each unit.  It is a starting 

point for dynamic student centered learning which allows the teacher flexibility in the 

development of new projects or methods of teaching the curriculum utilizing his or her 

own passions and creativity.  
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Yearly Overview 

Unit 1: Line (4-5 weeks) 
Lesson 1: Exploring Types of Line 

         Lesson 2: String and Ink Design 
 Lesson 3: Expressive Lines 

Lesson 4: Take a Line for a Walk- Watercolor Resist and Mingling Project 
 
Unit 2: Color (4-5 weeks) 
 Lesson 1: Color Scavenger Hunt 
 Lesson 2: Color Wheel 
 
Unit 3: Shape (4-5 weeks) 
 Lesson 1: Shape Scavenger Hunt 
 Lesson 2: Print Making (Holiday Cards) 
 Lesson 3: Build Your Own Pizza- Cut Paper Project 
 
Unit 4: Form (4-5 weeks) 
 Lesson 1: 3D Form Introduction 
 Lesson 2: The Food on Our Plate- Sculpture Project 
 
Unit 5: Texture (4-5 weeks) 
 Lesson 1: Texture Scavenger Hunt 
 Lesson 2: Texture Quilt Project 
 Lesson 3: Textured Paste and Foil Project 
 
Unit 6: Space/ Landscape Perspective (4-5 weeks) 
 Lesson 1: Perspective Worksheet 

Lesson 2: Torn Paper Mountain Range  
 Lesson 3: Van Gogh Landscape- Shaving Cream “Impasto” Painting Project 
 
Assessment Rubric Examples 
 Participation Grading Rubric 
 Sample Project Grading Rubric 
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Unit 1: Line (4-5 weeks) 

This unit introduces students to line, the most basic Element of Art. Students will study 
various types of line such as straight, curved, horizontal, vertical, etc. Students will learn 
of the countless ways line can be varied in order to create dynamic works of art. They 
will experiment with portraying mood and emotion through their mark making. They will 
spend several weeks employing different line techniques and will explore applying a 
range of materials such as pencils, oil pastels and ink to art exercises and a culminating 
final project.  

 

 

 
Lesson 1: Exploring Types of Line (1-2 class periods) 

Goals: Explore and create various types of line using the “Types of Line” worksheet 

Learning Objectives:  

 - identify and draw five different types of line 

 - discuss/ portray understanding of line 

Motivation:  

Students will look at artwork that utilizes line. A discussion on directional mark 
making will be held: “What types of line do you recognize? How many different 
lines can you name?” 

Materials: 

 - Line Visuals 

 - “Types of Line” Worksheets (completed example) 

 - Pencils, markers and other writing/drawing materials 

Procedure: 

1. The teacher will introduce the motivation and lead a discussion on various 
types of line. 

2. Students will get a “Types of Line” worksheet and watch a demonstration on 
how it can be completed.  
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3. Students will be given time to work individually exploring mark making on the 
worksheets. 

4. Once students have properly completed the worksheet in pencil, they are 
encouraged to go over their lines with marker (or other materials if necessary) 

 

Closure: 

Discuss the similarities and differences between the five types of line. Call up 
volunteers to demonstrate on the front board. 

 

Assessment: 

 Students demonstrated an understanding of the five types of line. 

Students completed the “Types of Line” worksheet to the best of their ability  

 Student participation in class discussion 

Anticipated Differentiation: 

This lesson could also be done with glue and string in place of pencil and marker 
to make for a more tactile experience. 

Homework:  

In class students will draw one of the five types of line across a sheet of computer 
paper. The teacher will demonstrate how they can repeat this line over and over 
filling the entire page with evenly spaced parallel line. Students will begin the 
first half of this assignment in class and complete the second half at home. They 
will begin the drawing in pencil and can go over it in another material if they 
choose.   
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Lesson 2: String and Ink Design (2-3 class periods) 

Goals: Explore the quality of unintentional mark making using string and ink. Allow 
chance to inspire designs imprinted on paper.  

Learning Objectives:  

 - recall types of line 

 - explain the difference between intentional and unintentional mark making 

 - discover ways to rely on both chance and intention in a work of art 

Motivation:  

Look at String and Ink designs with the class. Ask students “how do you think 
these designs were made?” 

Materials: 

 - String and Ink Design visuals 

 - String 

 - Ink 

 -Paper 

 -Cardboard 

 -Colored Pencils 

 -Newspaper/ scrap paper 

Procedure: 

1. The teacher will introduce the motivation and lead a discussion on how String 
and Ink Designs are created. 

2. Students will watch a demonstration on how to create String and Ink Designs. 

3. Students will be given time to work individually exploring chance mark 
making using the string and ink technique on sheets of white paper. 

4. Once students have completed this process, they will place String and Ink 
Designs on the drying rack.  

5. Extension: When the paper is dry, the teacher will demonstrate how students 
can go back into the designs with color pencil to emphasize the marks made on 
the page.  
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Closure: 

Discuss with students the differences between chance and controlled line making. 
Which types of lines seem more expressive? Why? What is an expressive line? 
This discussion will lead us into the next lesson on “Expressive Lines”. 

Assessment: 

 Students demonstrated understanding of chance line making 

Students completed String and Ink Design 

 Student participation in class discussion 

Anticipated Differentiation: 

This lesson could also be done with string and charcoal to allow students more 
control over the material. 
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Lesson 3: Expressive Lines (1-2 class periods) 
 

Goals: Explore ways to communicate emotion using the “Expressive Line” worksheet 

Learning Objectives:  

 - recall the similarities/ differences between the five types of line and chance line 

 - explain that line can be expressive 

- discuss how different lines can portray different expression 

Motivation:  

Share various line drawings with the class and ask students what mood each line 
might evoke.  

Materials: 

 - Line drawing visuals 

 - “Expressive Line” worksheet (completed worksheet for reference) 

 - Pencils, markers, colored pencils… 

Procedure: 

1. The teacher will introduce the motivation and lead a discussion on how 
different lines can portray different emotions/ expressions. 

2. Students will watch a demonstration on how to approach the “Expressive Line” 
worksheet. 

3. Students will be given time to work individually exploring intentional line 
making in each labeled section on the worksheet. Students are encouraged to use 
scrap paper to practice making different lines before drawing on the worksheet. 

4. Once students have completed the worksheet, they will share their work with 
classmates. 

Closure: 

Discuss the completed worksheet with students. The teacher will invite students to 
share their expressive lines. The class will try and guess what expression their 
classmate was trying to create. This lesson will prepare students for the following 
lesson where they will continue to explore expressive lines. 
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Assessment: 

 Students demonstrated an understanding of intentional line making. 

Students completed the “Expressive Line” worksheet 

 Student participation in class discussion 

 

Anticipated Differentiation: 

Students might explore each expressive line segment from the worksheet on 
larger sheets paper in order to loosen up and become more expressive. They could 
create a booklet of expressive lines. 
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Lesson 4: Take a Line for a Walk- Watercolor Resist & Mingling Project (3-4 class 
periods) 
 
Goals: Apply understanding of line to create a design that demonstrates expressive line 
and chance mark making. 

Learning Objectives:  

 - recall the five types of line as well as the varying qualities of expressive line 

- recognize ways to apply both chance and intention in design 
 

Motivation:  

Show students artwork by painter Wassily Kandinsky. Applying what students 
understand about line thus far, discuss what might have motivated the painter’s 
design? 

Materials: 

 - Examples by Wassily Kandinsky 

- Visual examples of completed work 

- White oil pastel 

- White paper 

- Watercolor 

- Paintbrushes 

- Paper towels  

- Cups for water 

-Various songs with differing tempo 

Procedure: 

1. The teacher will review expressive mark making with the class and introduce 
the motivation. 

2. Students will watch a demonstration on how to “take a line for a walk” while 
following the rhythm of a song. The teacher will show the class that they will not 
be able to see what the design looks like as they are drawing because they will be 
drawing with white oil pastel on white paper. They will not know what the design 
looks like until they add watercolor. 

3. Students will be given time to work individually. The teacher will play a song 
and the class will “take a line for a walk” exploring the rhythm of the music.  On 
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the back of the page, in pencil, student will write their name and the title of the 
song (or song #1). 

4. After the music stops, the teacher will give another sheet of paper to the 
students and begin playing a song with a much different rhythm/ tempo. The 
students will repeat the process. 

5. If time allows, the teacher will continue to play music while students “take a 
line for a walk.”  

6. At the end of the period the teacher will collect all of the drawings and put 
them away for the next class period. 

7. When students come in the next class period, the teacher will demonstrate how 
to use watercolor on top of the sample drawing from the previous class. 

8.  Students will explore the way watercolor resists the oil pastels as well as the 
way it moves around the white of the page when pushed with a brush or pulled by 
gravity.  

9. Artwork will go on the drying rack when completed. 

Closure: 

Hold a class critique to discuss what students have learned and provide students 
with a grading rubric so they can self evaluate their success at completing this 
project. 

Assessment: 

 Student completion of an expressive line and watercolor resist project 

 Student effort and behavior put forth 

Student participation in class discussion 

Anticipated Differentiation: 

In place of white oil pastel, students could use colored oil pastel to clearly see 
their marks. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



15	
	

 
 
Unit 2: Color Theory (4-5 weeks) 
 
In this unit, student will learn basic color theory. They will build an understanding of 
terminology surrounding color through the exploration of color mixing and matching. 
Students will explore color mixing and apply their understanding of color theory to a 
color wheel and a culminating painting project. Additionally, in this unit, students will 
play a prominent role in the maintenance of the studio environment, learning about 
proper set up and clean up of art materials.  
 

 
 
Lesson 1: Color Scavenger Hunt (1-2 class periods) 
 
Goals: Examine color in the surrounding world; categorize objects based on their colors 
and record findings. 

Learning Objectives:  

- identify different types of color 

 - discuss understanding of categories of color  

Motivation:  

Students will look at a color wheel and identify what colors (hues) they recognize. 
The teacher will ask students to look at the world around them, “what colors on 
the color wheel can be found in this classroom, right now?” 

Materials: 

- Color wheel 
- Colorful objects 
- “Color Scavenger Hunt” worksheet 
- Colored pencils and markers 

Procedure: 

1. The teacher will introduce the motivation and prompt students to look at around 
the classroom, “What objects do you see that are bright and colorful? What colors 
are these objects?”  

2. Students will be divided into groups; each group assigned a different color. 
Students are instructed to search around the classroom for their group color. They 
will have a few minutes to collect all the objects they can find with this color. 
When time is up, they will go back to their seats with their objects and fill in the 
“Color Scavenger Hunt” worksheet.  

3. Once students have completed worksheet a class discussion will be held to 
review their answers.  



16	
	

4. The class will discuss what makes a color primary or secondary. The groups 
will determine what category their color is in. The teacher will then instruct 
students to find the other 2 groups in their category and get together.  

Closure: 

Begin discussion on color mixing in preparation for the next lesson. “If red and 
yellow were to mix, which group would they belong in?” So on and so forth… 

Assessment: 

 Students demonstrated an understanding of basic color theory 

Students completed the “Color Scavenger Hunt” worksheet to the best of their 
ability 

 Students participated in class activity and discussion 

 

 

Anticipated Differentiation: 

Depending on the size of the class, this lesson could be scaled down to a primary 
color scavenger hunt.  

Homework:  

The teacher will assign each student a color. At home the students will find an 
object that is that color. They can draw/ record the object or bring it in to share 
with the class. 
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Lesson 2: Color Wheel (5-6 classes) 
 
Goals: Complete a painted color wheel  

Learning Objectives:  

- identify different types of color 

 - mix primary colors to make secondary colors 

Motivation: Show students the OK GO “Primary Colors” music video and discuss the 
differences between primary and secondary colors.  

Materials: 

- Youtube video 
- Color wheel 
- “Color Wheel” worksheet 
- Paint 
- Paint brushes 
- Cups for water 

Procedure: 

1. The teacher will introduce the motivation and prompt students with questions 
such as “What colors make orange?” 

2. The teacher will demonstrate how students will mix colors as well as properly 
set up ad clean up paint materials. 

3. Students will be given time to work independently on the “Color Wheel” 
worksheet. 

4. Once they are finished, work can go on the drying rack. 

Closure: 

 The class will review what they have learned about color mixing. 

Assessment: 

 Students demonstrated an understanding of color 

Students completed the “Color Wheel” worksheet to the best of their ability 

 Students participated in class activity and discussion 

 Students participated in set up and clean up of materials 

Anticipated Differentiation: 

 This project could be done using any paint media or oil pastels.  

 



	

 

 

 

 

220	

 



21	
	

 
Unit 3: Shape (3-4 weeks) 
 

In this unit, students will explore shape and the role it plays in the visual arts. Through 
the completion of shape worksheets and scavenger hunts, students will determine what 
constitutes as a shape and how to identify and illustrate common and uncommon shapes 
found in the surrounding world. Students will examine the 2 dimensional quality of shape 
verse the qualities of line and form. By implementing materials such as stamps and cut 
paper, student will study the various ways basic shapes can be arranged to created new 
shapes, objects and images. This unit will be concluded with a culminating graphic 2D 
design project.  

 

 

Lesson 1: Shape Scavenger Hunt (1- 2 class periods) 

Goal: Identify and record basic and complex shapes within the environment around us. 

Learning Objectives:  

- recognize and identify the different shapes in our environment  

- identify the connections and differences between line, shape and form 

- exercise cooperative and productive work habits 

- build on vocabulary associated with shape: contour line, geometric shape, freeform/ 
organic shape 

Motivation:  

The students will view visuals of various basic shapes found in everyday objects: 
Car tire, windows, ice cream cones, etc… The students will be asked to identify 
basic shapes around the art room.  

Materials: 

 -Shape Visuals 

 -Various objects made of basic shapes 

 -Worksheet, cardboard and pencils 

Procedure: 

1. Introduce motivation and begin discussion on shape and where it can be found 
in the every day. 

2. Select volunteers to identify shapes around the room and draw the shape on the 
front board.  
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3. Hand out “Shape Scavenger Hunt” Worksheet and review with students.  

4. Divide students into groups (each with an adult supervisor).  

5. The groups will “scavenge” around the school for the basic shapes labeled on 
the worksheet. Students will complete the worksheet to the best of their ability. 

Closure:  

A discussion will be held to share what students have found. A list of the shapes 
will be written up at the front of the room to see results as a whole. 

Anticipated Differentiation:  

Rather than having students move around the room to search for shapes, a box 
could be placed at each table with varying shapes for students to apply to the 
worksheet. 

Assessment: 

Students completed the worksheet to the best of their ability 

Students displayed positive group discussion and cooperative group work 

Students displayed understanding of shape 
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Lesson 2: Print Making Greeting Cards and Posters (1-2 weeks) 

Goals: Construct imagery using different shapes to illustrate a seasonal scene and explore 
the design possibilities when arranging basic shapes to create new shapes/ imagery. 

Learning Objectives:  

- exercise creative problem solving skills 

- improve/ build upon fine motor skills  

Motivation:  

Look at artwork inspired by the season, fall or winter still life/scene (depending 
on time of year). Discuss the basic shapes that make up these scenes.  

Materials: 

 - Visuals 

- Seasonal stamps/ sponges 

 - Stamps/ sponges for students to cut and create their own shapes 

 -Scissors 

 - Paint trays 

 - Paint 

 -Paper, white and assorted colors 

Procedure: 

1. Introduce motivation and begin discussion on shape, “what shapes could we 
use to make a snowman?” Standing at the front of the room the teacher will 
invite students to come up and help build a snowman on the front board using 
precut large shapes and tape.  

2. The teacher will gather students around the demonstration table to 
demonstrate how to use cut out sponges/stamps and tempera paint to create 
printed images on paper, these prints will be turned into greeting cards. The 
teacher will break the demonstration down into steps; first, the class will 
print a background.  

3. Students will be given time to work on their own printed greeting cards 
making several backgrounds on different papers.  

4. After backgrounds dry, students are introduced to the next step, printing a 
scene in the foreground. This process will continue until the design is 
finished.  
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Closure:  

Students will display their cards and discuss similarities and differences with their 
classmates. 

 

Anticipated Differentiation:  

Some students might benefit from cutting and pasting shapes or using pre cut 
shapes, rather than using print materials.  

Assessment: 

Student demonstrated understanding of shape 

Students worked cooperatively and participate positively in group activity 

Students completion of the project 
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Lesson 3: Build Your Own Pizza- Cut Felt  
 
Goal: Draw/ trace basic shapes on felt, use scissors to cut felt and apply glue to adhere 
final pizza design. 

Learning Objectives:  

 - foster creative problem solving skills 

 - build upon fine motor skills 

Motivation:  

Share an example of a cut felt pizza design made of many “toppings.” Invite 
students to help figure out what each topping shape represents. Teacher prompts, 
“if you built your own pizza, what would you put on it?” 

Materials: 

- Finished felt pizza example  
- Tracing tools 
- Felt 
- Pencils for tracing 
- Scissors 
- Glue 

Procedure: 

1. Introduce motivation and begin discussion on shape. 
2. The teacher will demonstrate how to create a large pizza dough circle and 

students will follow along to create their own using felt and scissors. 
3. The students will create a list of the toppings they would like to put on their 

pizzas. They will draw out the shape of each topping. 
4. The teacher will demonstrate how to transfer designs to felt.  
5. The students will have time to work independently to draw their shapes. After 

the shapes have been transferred, the teacher will demonstrate how to cut 
them out. 

6. Once all shapes are cut out, students will “build” their pizza, layering and 
gluing down the shapes down as instructed by the teacher. 

Closure: 

Students will lay out their designs and hold discuss as a class the various shapes 
used to create this project. 

Anticipated Differentiation:  

This lesson could be done using paper. It could also be done using different foods, 
i.e. cake decoration, fried food plate, etc… 
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Assessment: 

Student demonstrated understanding of shape 

Students worked cooperatively and participate positively in group activity 

Students completed the Pizza project to the best of their ability 
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Unit 4: Form (4-5 weeks) 
 
In this unit, students will explore the 3D quality of form and its relation to the 2D quality 
of shape studied in the previous unit. Through the completion of form worksheets and 
class activities, students will observe and record their understanding of 3D form. A 
culminating sculpting project, exploring height, width, and depth will strengthen students 
understanding on 3D form. While implementing sculpting materials, students will build 
upon tactile skills and play an active role in the maintenance of the art environment.  
 

 
  
Lesson 1: 3D Form Introduction (1-2 class periods) 

Goals: Students will identify different forms, complete the “3D Form” worksheet and 
discuss what they have learned about form vs. shape. 

Learning Objectives:  

- understand the difference between shape and form 
- identify the proper name of basic forms; cube, cylinder, cone, sphere… 

Motivation:  

Students will be invited to come up to the front of the room to reach into a 
mystery box and feel a random form. They are asked to describe in detail the 
quality of the form and guess what form it is. 

Materials: 

- “3D Form” worksheet 
- 3D objects 
- Mystery box 

Procedure: 

1. The teacher will introduce the motivation and take a baseline assessment of 
students understanding of form. 

2. The class will review their understanding of shape and begin a discussion on 
how it differs from form. 

3. The teacher will introduce the 3D Form worksheet and explain instructions. 
4. Students will follow along as well as work individually to complete the 

worksheet. 
5. The class will review the worksheet as a whole. 
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Closure: 

The students will be invited up a second time to guess the objects in the mystery 
box. The teacher will assess to see if knowledge/ understanding has improved 
since the beginning of class. 

 

Assessment: 

 Students demonstrated an understanding of form vs shape. 

Students completed the “Shape vs. 3D Form” worksheet to the best of their ability  

 Student participation in class discussion 
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Lesson 2: The Food on Our Plate- Sculpture Project (2-3 weeks) 
 
Goals: Students will use problem-solving skills and apply knowledge of 3D form to 
create a sculpture of their favorite food. 

Learning Objectives:  

- understand the difference between shape and form 
- reinforce understanding of the proper names of basic forms 
- foster tactile/ fine motor skills 
- broaden creative problem solving skills 

Motivation:  

Students will look at food sculptures by artist Claes Oldenburg.  

Materials: 

- Visual examples of Clase Oldenburg food sculptures 
- Air Dry Clay 
- Clay tools 
- Photo references 
- Paper plates 

Procedure: 

1. The teacher will introduce the motivation and lead a discussion about the food 
Claes Oldenburg has chosen to sculpt. The teacher will ask students what 
foods they would choose to focus on if they were to sculpt like Claes. 

2. The teacher will ask students to suggest different types of food and write a list 
of the food at the front of the room. The class will discuss the 2D and 3D 
qualities of the food they choose.  

3. The teacher will hand each student a paper plate and a blank sheet of scrap 
paper or sketchbook paper. A demonstration will be given on how students 
will draw a bird’s eye view of their food using shape. First they will practice 
on scrap; next they can place the food on the plate, by drawing a second time 
or cutting out and gluing. If time allows, the class will also add some shading 
to these drawings. 

4. The students will turn these 2D drawings into 3D sculptures using clay. The 
teacher will demonstrate sculpting techniques to make their food appear 3D. 

5. After students have sculpted their food they will learn to scratch and attach it 
to slab plate shapes to complete their sculpture. 

6. Once the clay has dried, students can apply knowledge of color theory to paint 
using acrylic paint. 

Closure: 

The teacher will set up a folding table with a table cloth and set out all of the 
students sculptures. The students will sit as if they are at family dinner. The group 
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will go around in a circle and each student will share their design and what they 
have on their plate. 

 

Anticipated Differentiation: 

This lesson could also be done with cut paper or felt and done as a 2D design, 
adding hints of shadow to create the illusion of 3D form. Depending on students 
ability, this could also be made more challenging as a papier-mâché project. 

 

Assessment: 

 Students demonstrated an understanding of 3D Form 

Students completion of the sculpture project 

 Student participation in class discussion as well as set up and clean up 
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Unit 5: Texture (4-5 weeks) 
 
In this unit, students will explore texture and the role it plays in the visual arts. Through 
the completion of texture worksheets and art activities, student will study, feel and record 
findings of various textures around them. They will implement a crayon rub technique to 
create different texture imprint samples on cut pieces of paper. By patching these textured 
papers together, they will examine the relation of their results. Students will take 
inspiration from the textures they observe and create a culminating work of textured art 
based off of their discoveries.  
 

 
 
Lesson 1: Texture Scavenger Hunt 
 
Goal: Identify and record various textures within the environment around us. 

Learning Objectives:  

- recognize the difference in the texture of various surfaces 

- exercise cooperative and productive work habits 

- build on vocabulary associated with texture 

Motivation:  

“What texture is your object?” Provide each student with an object that has a 
distinct texture. Present a list of textures at the front of the room, invite students to 
connect their object with one of the textures listed. They can write what texture 
they believe the object has on a sheet of paper. 

Materials: 

 - “What Texture is Your Object” list 

 - Various textured objects 

 - “Texture Scavenger Hunt” worksheet 

 

Procedure: 

1. Introduce motivation and begin discussion about texture and how it differs 
from object to object. 

2. Hand out “Texture Scavenger Hunt” Worksheet and review with students.  
3. Divide students into groups (each with an adult supervisor).  
4. The groups will “scavenge” around the room and/or school in search of the 

different textures listed on the worksheet. Students will complete the 
worksheet to the best of their ability. 

5. A discussion will be held to share what students have found.  
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Closure:  

In preparation for the next lesson, students will be asked to decide and discuss, 
which of the textures found today would leave a textured imprint if pressed into 
something soft, like clay? 

Anticipated Differentiation:  

Rather than having students move around the room to search for textured 
surfaces, a box could be placed at each table with textured objects for students to 
apply to the worksheet. 

Assessment: 

Students completion of the “Texture Scavenger Hunt” worksheet  

Student participation in class discussion and group work 
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Lesson 2: Texture Quilt Project (3-4 classes) 
 
Goal: Identify and record various textures applying a crayon rub technique. 

Learning Objectives:  

- recognize the difference in the texture of various surfaces 

- exercise cooperative and productive work habits 

- build on vocabulary associated with texture 

Motivation:  

Look at visual examples of texture quilt and discuss with students, what surfaces 
they believe made the different patterns.  

Materials: 

 -Visual examples of texture quilt 

 -Crayons 

 -White paper 

 -Colored paper 

 -Textured surfaces 

 -Glue 

Procedure: 

1. Introduce motivation and review students understanding of texture. 
2. The teacher will demonstrate how to make a texture crayon rub transfer to 

white paper. 
3. The students will have time to work independently to create their own texture 

rubs using various colored crayons, white paper and textures found throughout 
the classroom. 

4. Once students have a pile of textures, they will watch a demonstration on how 
to cut the paper into shapes and then piece it together to make a “quilt.” 

5. Students will have time to work independently, cutting and gluing their 
texture rubs to a new sheet of paper. 

Closure:  

At the end of the lesson, the students will hang their designs on the wall. They 
will discuss the similarities and differences between their designs. 
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Anticipated Differentiation:  

 This lesson could also be done on colorful paper to give students more choice. 

Assessment: 

Students completion of the textured quilt project  

Student participation in class discussion and group work 

Students understanding of texture 
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Lesson 3: Textured Paste and Foil Project (4-5 Classes) 
 
Goal: Apply knowledge of texture to a low relief texture design using glue and foil. 

Learning Objectives:  

- review the different textures of various surfaces 

- exercise cooperative and productive work habits 

- understand the term low relief 

- build on vocabulary associated with texture 

Motivation:  

 Look at examples of different Textured Paste and Foil low relief designs. Discuss 
the quality of the texture of each. 

Materials: 

 - Visual examples 

- Elmer’s glue 

 - Texture tools such as forks, toothpicks, combs, mat board pieces 

 - Cardboard sheets 

 - Aluminum foil 

 - Black tempera paint 

 - Paint brushes 

 - Water cups  

 - Paper towels 

Procedure: 

1. Introduce motivation and begin discussion on texture in artwork. 
2. The teacher will demonstrate for students how to move glue around a sheet of 

cardboard to create a non-objective, textured low relief design. 
3. The students will be given time to work independently, moving glue around a 

sheet of cardboard.  
4. When the glue has dried, students can experiment with layering more texture 

on top of their designs or they can move to the next step. 
5. Students will follow instructions to spread glue on a sheet of aluminum foil. 

They will push and smooth the foil into the texture glue design, using small 
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tools to get into small spaces. They will continue to layer strips until all of the 
design is covered. 

6. The final step of this project, students will use thinned out tempera paint to fill 
in the sections of their designs that are pushed back. They will use paper 
towels to wipe away the areas closer to the light to create a patina appearance. 

Closure: 

Students will hang artwork at the front of the room. They will review the criteria 
and hold a discussion. 

Assessment: 

Students completion of the Textured Paste and Foil low relief designs 

Student participation in class discussion and group work 

Students understanding of texture 
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Unit 6: Space/ Landscape Perspective (4-5 weeks) 
 
This unit introduces students to creating believable depth of space within landscape 
imagery. Through the completion of perspective worksheets, students will examine and 
record what happens to objects as they move through space. Using materials such as torn 
paper, students will apply their understanding of space as well as terms such as 
foreground, middle ground and background to a landscape project.  
 

 
 
Lesson 1: Perspective Worksheet (1-2 class periods) 
 
Goal: Demonstrate an understanding of depth of space by completing the “Perspective 
Lanes” worksheet. 

Learning Objectives:  

- develop vocabulary surrounding perspective 
- build an understanding of the way things appear as they move through space 

Motivation:  

Take students out into the hallway and roll a kickball down the hallway. Discuss 
what happens to the size of the ball.  

Materials: 

- “Perspective Lanes” worksheet 
-  Pre-cut circles 
-  Pencils  

Procedure: 

1. Introduce motivation and begin discussion on depth of space. 
2. The teacher will distribute “Perspective Lanes” worksheet and discuss how 

students will complete it. 
3. The students will be given time to work individually to complete the 

worksheet. 

Closure: 

At the end of the period, the class will review the worksheet. They will prepare 
for the next lesson by discussing depth of space in the outdoors compared to 
today’s lesson on perspective indoors. 

Anticipated Differentiation:  

Students could also use cut paper and glue to complete the worksheet 
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Assessment: 

Students completion of the “Perspective Lanes” worksheet 

Students participation in group discussion and independent work time 

Students understanding of depth of space 
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Lesson 2: Torn Paper Mountain Range (2-3 class periods) 
 
Goal: Build upon fine motor skills and create an illusion of depth of space in a torn paper 
collage. 

Learning Objectives:   

- understand the relation of objects as they move through space 
- define terms such as foreground, middle ground, background and atmospheric 

perspective 
- apply knowledge of depth of space to a torn paper collage 

Motivation:  

Look at landscape artwork by Thomas Cole and discuss space and the three 
dimensionality of the painting. 

Materials: 

- Landscape visuals 
- Torn Paper Landscape example 
- Colorful paper 
- Glue 
- Scissors 

Procedure: 

1. Introduce motivation and begin discussion on how to create the illusion of 3D 
space in a landscape image. Review concepts from the previous lesson on dept 
of space. 

2. Show an example of a Torn Paper Landscape mountain range collage. Discuss 
how the size of the objects in the landscape gets smaller and the clarity of 
their color gets duller. 

3. Demonstrate how to tear paper to create forms such as mountains and sky. 
Invite students to help arrange the torn paper to create a still life as a group. 

4. Demonstrate how to glue the torn paper starting with the background and 
layering toward the foreground. 

5. Students will be given time to work independently to tear paper. They will 
follow the steps to glue down in order the:  

a. background 
b. middle ground  
c. background 

5. After the class has created a mountain range, they will add trees and plants, 
layering and gluing small torn tree shapes in the background and larger trees in 
the foreground. They will reference Thomas Coles mountain range imagery. 
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Closure:  

At the end of the project, students will hang their work on the wall and discuss 
what they have learned about depth of space. This will prepare them for the Van 
Gogh inspired landscape painting. 

Assessment: 

Students completion of the Torn Paper Landscape project 

Students understanding of depth of space 

Student participation in class discussion and group work 

Anticipated Differentiation:  
This could be presented as a group project. Each student could be in charge of a 
different aspect of the collage. They could work as a group to piece and glue it 
together. 
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Lesson 3: Van Gogh Landscape- Shaving Cream “Impasto” Painting Project (2 weeks) 
 
Goal: Explore the movement and texture in Vincent van Gogh landscape paintings.  

Learning Objectives:   

- reinforce understanding of the relation of objects as they move through space 
- apply a tactile approach to painting 
- define terms such as impasto painting 
- apply knowledge of color theory 

Motivation:  

Share with the class, landscape paintings by Vincent Van Gogh and prompt 
students to discuss what makes these paintings unique.  

Materials: 

- Van Gogh visuals 
- Shaving Cream “Impasto” Painting example 
- Shaving cream 
- Glue 
- Paint 
- Forks and toothpicks and paintbrushes 
- Cups for mixing color 
- Cardboard sheets 
- Paper towels 

Procedure: 

1. Introduce motivation and artist 
2. The teacher will demonstrate how students can mix glue, shaving cream and 

colored paint to make a painting that appears puffy or similar to Van Gogh’s 
impasto paintings.  

3. Students will approach this project in a similar way to torn paper landscape. 
They will start by creating a background using the shaving cream painting 
technique. They will take inspiration from Van Gogh to create a painterly and 
expressive sky. 

4. After the background is dry, students will come in with a middle ground and 
then a foreground, layering the shaving cream paint to get a textured end 
result. 

Closure:  

At the end of the project, students will hang their work on the wall. They will 
review the criteria for the lesson and discuss their reinforced understanding of 
depth of space.  
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Assessment: 

Students completion of the Van Gogh Landscape project 

Students understanding of depth of space 

Student participation in class discussion and group work 
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Assessment Rubric Examples: The following are suggested rubrics to be used when 
evaluating student success in this course. They can be adjusted to fit the needs of the 
lesson or unit. 
  



	

Parti

 
 
 

icipation Gr

 

rading: 

448	



	

Samp

 

ple Project Grading Ruubric: 

449	


