
WWII Resources/Module 
 
Question:  
How did the events before and during WWII change the world and people’s lives? 
 
 
 

  
 
Directions:  
 Introduction Paragraph - The introductory paragraph should also include the thesis 
statement, a kind of mini-outline for the paper: it tells the reader what the essay is about. 
The last sentence of this paragraph must also contain a transitional "hook" which moves 
the reader to the first paragraph of the body of the paper. 
 
Body - Each paragraph of the body should contain strong arguments, significant 
examples, and an obvious beginning point. The topic for this paragraph should be in the 
first or second sentence. This topic should relate to the thesis statement in the 
introductory paragraph. (you should have at least three body paragraphs) 
 
Conclusion – Should include a restatement of the thesis statement, using some of the 
original language or language that "echoes" the original language. (The restatement, 
however, must not be a duplicate thesis statement.), a summary of the three main points 
from the body of the paper, a final statement that gives the reader signals that the 
discussion has come to an end.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rubric: 
 
Scoring Elements Not Yet Approaches 

Expectations Meets Expectations Advanced 
Focus 

Attempts to address 
prompt, but lacks focus or 

is off-task. 

Addresses prompt 
appropriately and 

establishes a position, but 
focus is uneven. D. 

Addresses additional 
demands superficially. 

Addresses prompt 
appropriately and 

maintains a clear, steady 
focus. Provides a generally 

convincing position. D: 
Addresses additional 
demands sufficiently 

Addresses all aspects of 
prompt appropriately with 
a consistently strong focus 
and convincing position. D: 

Addresses additional 
demands with 

thoroughness and makes a 
connection to claim. 

Controlling Idea Attempts to establish a 
claim, but lacks a clear 

purpose.  
Establishes a claim.  Establishes a credible 

claim.  
Establishes and maintains a 

substantive and credible 
claim or proposal.  

Reading/ Research Attempts to reference 
reading materials to 

develop response, but lacks 
connections or relevance to 
the purpose of the prompt. 

Presents information from 
reading materials relevant 

to the purpose of the 
prompt with minor lapses 

in accuracy or 
completeness.  

Accurately presents details 
from reading materials 

relevant to the purpose of 
the prompt to develop 

argument or claim. 

Accurately and effectively 
presents important details 
from reading materials to 

develop argument or claim. 
Development Attempts to provide details 

in response to the prompt, 
but lacks sufficient 

development or relevance 
to the purpose of the 

prompt.  

Presents appropriate details 
to support and develop the 
focus, controlling idea, or 

claim, with minor lapses in 
the reasoning, examples, or 

explanations.  

Presents appropriate and 
sufficient details to support 

and develop the focus, 
controlling idea, or claim.  

Presents thorough and 
detailed information to 
effectively support and 

develop the focus, 
controlling idea, or claim.  

Organization 
Attempts to organize ideas, 

but lacks control of 
structure. 

Uses an appropriate 
organizational structure for 
development of reasoning 

and logic, with minor 
lapses in structure and/or 

coherence. 

Maintains an appropriate 
organizational structure to 

address specific 
requirements of the 

prompt. Structure reveals 
the reasoning and logic of 

the argument. 

Maintains an 
organizational structure 
that intentionally and 

effectively enhances the 
presentation of information 
as required by the specific 
prompt. Structure enhances 

development of the 
reasoning and logic of the 

argument. 
Conventions 

Attempts to demonstrate 
standard English 

conventions, but lacks 
cohesion and control of 

grammar, usage, and 
mechanics. Sources are 
used without citation. 

Demonstrates an uneven 
command of standard 

English conventions and 
cohesion.  

Uses language and tone 
with some inaccurate, 

inappropriate, or uneven 
features. Inconsistently 

cites sources. 

Demonstrates a command 
of standard English 

conventions and cohesion, 
with few errors. Response 
includes language and tone 
appropriate to the audience, 

purpose, and specific 
requirements of the 

prompt. Cites sources 
using appropriate format 
with only minor errors. 

Demonstrates and 
maintains a well-developed 

command of standard 
English conventions and 

cohesion, with few errors. 
Response includes 
language and tone 

consistently appropriate to 
the audience, purpose, and 
specific requirements of 
the prompt. Consistently 

cites sources using 
appropriate format. 

Content 
Understanding Attempts to include 

disciplinary content in 
argument, but 

understanding of content is 
weak; content is irrelevant, 

inappropriate, or 
inaccurate. 

Briefly notes disciplinary 
content relevant to the 
prompt; shows basic or 

uneven understanding of 
content; minor errors in 

explanation. 

Accurately presents 
disciplinary content 

relevant to the prompt with 
sufficient explanations that 
demonstrate understanding. 

Integrates relevant and 
accurate disciplinary 

content with thorough 
explanations that 

demonstrate in-depth 
understanding. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



WWII Vocabulary  
Term Definition Significance Picture 
 
League of Nations 
 
 

   

 
Fascism 
 
 

   

 
Five-Year Plans 
 
 

   

 
Nazi 
 
 

   

 
Reichstag 
 
 

   

 
Kristallnacht  
 
 

   

 
Genocide 
 
 

   

 
Ethnic Cleansing 
 
 

   

 
People’s Liberation 
Army 
 

   

 
Demilitarized 
 
 

   

 
Appeasement 
 

   

 
New Order 
 
 

   



 
Blitzkrieg 
 
 

   

 
Isolationism 
 
 

   

 
Stalingrad 
 
 

   

 
Auschwitz 
 
 

   

 
Holocaust 
 
 

   

 
Einsatzgruppen 
 
 

   

 
Mobilization 
 
 

   

 
Kamikaze 
 
 

   

 
Cold War 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 



World War II 
Map Activity  

Europe  
1. Label the following Allied Countries and shade them using one color. 
-Great Britain   -Soviet Union 
 
2. Label the following Axis Countries and shade them using another color. 
-Germany    -Italy    -Austria 
 
3. Label the following Axis controlled countries and shade them another color. 
-France    -Finland             -Albania  
-Norway    -Romania   -Poland 
-Slovakia (Czechoslovakia) -Hungary                
 
4. Label the following Neutral Countries and shade them another color. 
-Spain    -Portugal   -Switzerland           
-Turkey 
 
5. Label the following African Countries. 
-French and Spanish Morocco   -Tunisia 
-Algeria      -Libya 
 
6. Label the following waterways. 
-Atlantic Ocean   -Baltic Sea  -Mediterranean Sea         
-North Sea    -Black Sea  -English Channel 
 
7. Label the following cities. 
-Paris    -Moscow  -Berlin  
-London   -Rome 
 
Asia   
1. Label the following countries. If they are not clear on the blank map, then draw 
in the island in the approximate location. 
-Japan  -Burma  -China  -New Guinea 
-Australia  -Philippines           -Thailand           -Soviet  Union 
-Manchuria  -Korea           -Taiwan 
-French Indochina (Vietnam)   -U.S. (Hawaii and Alaska) 
  
2. Label the following waterways. 
-Pacific Ocean    -Indian Ocean  
 
 
 
 



  
 
 
 
 



Nationalism Around the World  
I. Decline and Fall of the Ottoman Empire 

 
 

a. Impact of WWI 
 
 
b. The Armenian Genocide 

 
 
c. The Turkish Republic 

 
 

II. Middle East Changes 
 
 

a. The Modernization of Turkey 
 
 

b. The Beginnings of Modern Iran 
 
 

c. Arab Nationalism 
 
 

d. The Problem of Palestine 
 
 

e. The Balfour Declaration 
 
 
 
How did WWI change the Middle East? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

I. African Independence Movements 
 
 

a. African Protests 
 
 

b. New Leaders 
II. Revolution in Asia 

 
 

III. Indian Independence 
 



 
a. Protest and Reform 

 
 

b. A push for Independence 
 
 

c. New Leaders and Problems 
 
 

IV. A Militarist Japan 
 
 

a. A Zaibatsu Economy 
 
 

b. Japan and the West 
 
 

c. The Rise of Miltarism 
 
 
 
How did many Africans react to colonial powers after WWI? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

I. Nationalists and Communists 
 
 

a. The Nationalist-Communist Alliance 
 
 

b. The Communists in Hiding 
 
 

c. The Long March 
 
 

II. The New China 
 
 

a. A Class Divide 
 
 

b. Innovations and Traditions 
 
 

c. Limited Progress 



 
 
What was the result of internal conflicts within the nationalist movements in China? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

I. The Latin American Economy 
 
 

a. Role of the United States 
 
 

b. Impact of the Great Depression 
 
 

II. Authoritarian 
 
 

a. Argentina 
 
 

b. Brazil 
 
 

c. Mexico 
 

 
How did worldwide economic conditions affect Latin America? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  
 
 
 



Fourteen Defining  
Characteristics Of Fascism 
By Dr. Lawrence Britt 
Source Free Inquiry.co 
5-28-3 
 
 Dr. Lawrence Britt has examined the fascist regimes of Hitler (Germany), 
Mussolini (Italy), Franco (Spain), Suharto (Indonesia) and several Latin American 
regimes. Britt found 14 defining characteristics common to each: 
  1. Powerful and Continuing Nationalism - Fascist regimes tend to make constant 
use of patriotic mottos, slogans, symbols, songs, and other paraphernalia. Flags 
are seen everywhere, as are flag symbols on clothing and in public displays. 
  2. Disdain for the Recognition of Human Rights - Because of fear of enemies and 
the need for security, the people in fascist regimes are persuaded that human rights 
can be ignored in certain cases because of "need." The people tend to look the 
other way or even approve of torture, summary executions, assassinations, long 
incarcerations of prisoners, etc. 
  3. Identification of Enemies/Scapegoats as a Unifying Cause - The people are 
rallied into a unifying patriotic frenzy over the need to eliminate a perceived 
common threat or foe: racial , ethnic or religious minorities; liberals; communists; 
socialists, terrorists, etc. 
  4. Supremacy of the Military - Even when there are widespread 
domestic problems, the military is given a disproportionate amount of government 
funding, and the domestic agenda is neglected. Soldiers and military service are 
glamorized. 
  5. Rampant Sexism - The governments of fascist nations tend to be almost 
exclusively male-dominated. Under fascist regimes, traditional gender roles are 
made more rigid. Divorce, abortion and homosexuality are suppressed and the 
state is represented as the ultimate guardian of the family institution. 
  6. Controlled Mass Media - Sometimes to media is directly controlled by the 
government, but in other cases, the media is indirectly controlled by government 
regulation, or sympathetic media spokespeople and executives. Censorship, 
especially in war time, is very common. 
  7. Obsession with National Security - Fear is used as a motivational tool by the 
government over the masses. 



  8. Religion and Government are Intertwined - Governments in fascist nations tend 
to use the most common religion in the nation as a tool to manipulate public 
opinion. Religious rhetoric and terminology is common from government leaders, 
even when the major tenets of the religion are diametrically opposed to the 
government's policies or actions. 
  9. Corporate Power is Protected - The industrial and business aristocracy of a 
fascist nation often are the ones who put the government leaders into power, 
creating a mutually beneficial business/government relationship and power elite. 
  10. Labor Power is Suppressed - Because the organizing power of labor is the 
only real threat to a fascist government, labor unions are either eliminated entirely, 
or are severely suppressed. 
  11. Disdain for Intellectuals and the Arts - Fascist nations tend to promote and 
tolerate open hostility to higher education, and academia. It is not uncommon for 
professors and other academics to be censored or even arrested. Free expression in 
the arts and letters is openly attacked. 
  12. Obsession with Crime and Punishment - Under fascist regimes, the police are 
given almost limitless power to enforce laws. The people are often willing to 
overlook police abuses and even forego civil liberties in the name of patriotism. 
There is often a national police force with virtually unlimited power in fascist 
nations. 
  13. Rampant Cronyism and Corruption - Fascist regimes almost always are 
governed by groups of friends and associates who appoint each other to 
government positions and use governmental power and authority to protect their 
friends from accountability. It is not uncommon in fascist regimes for national 
resources and even treasures to be appropriated or even outright stolen by 
government leaders. 
  14. Fraudulent Elections - Sometimes elections in fascist nations are a complete 
sham. Other times elections are manipulated by smear campaigns against or even 
assassination of opposition candidates, use of legislation to control voting 
numbers or political district boundaries, and manipulation of the media. Fascist 
nations also typically use their judiciaries to manipulate or control elections. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dictators of WWII 
 Benito Mussolini 

 

Adolph Hitler 

 

Joseph Stalin 

 Background 
 
 
 
 
 

Background Background 

Associated Symbols 
 
 
 
 
 

Associated Symbols Associated Symbols 

Political Philosophies 
 
 
 
 
 

Political Philosophies Political Philosophies 

Policies Implemented 
 
 
 
 
 

Policies Implemented Policies Implemented 

Best known for 
 
 
 
 
 

Best known for Best known for 

 
  

 
 



Paths to War – Germany 
 

 
 

Background 
Hitler believed that Germans belonged to an Aryan race that was superior 
to all other races and nationalities. To become a great power, Germany 
needed more land to support a larger population. The plan – conquer the 
Soviet Union and use the Slavic people as slave labor to build the Third 
Reich.  

 
Hitler 

Violates 
Treaty 

 

 

 
 

New 
Alliances 

 

 

 
 

Union with 
Austria 

 

 

 
 

Demands and 
Appeasement 

 

 

 
Great Britain 
and France 

React 
 

 

 
 

Hitler and the 
Soviets 

 

 

 
Germany 
Invades 
Poland 

 

 

 
 
 
  

 
 



Paths To War – Japan 
 

 
 
 

Background 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

War With 
China 

 
 

 

 
 
 

The New 
Asian Order 

 
 

 

 
 

Japan 
Launches 

Attack 
 
 

 

 
The Big Idea: How did the ambitions of Germany and Japan lead to war? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Types of Propaganda Techniques   
Emotional appeal (e.g. fear): Appealing to the emotions of your audience.  For example,
 when a propagandist warns members of her audience that disaster will result if they do  
not follow a particular course of action, she is using fear appeal.  
  
Glittering generalities: A glittering generality device seeks to make us approve and acce
pt without examining the evidence; Glittering generalities include phrases such as “We  
believe in”, “fight for”, and “live by virtue”.  They also include words about which we  
have deep‐set ideas, such as civilization, Christianity, good, proper, right, democracy, p
atriotism, motherhood, fatherhood, science, medicine, health, and love.    
  
Testimonials: Famous people or figures who will appear trustworthy speak to the  
audience.  
  
Bandwagon: The basic theme of the band wagon appeal is that “everyone else is doing it,
 and so should you.”  
  
Plain‐folks: By using the plain‐folks technique, speakers attempt to convince their  
audience that they, and their ideas, are “of the people.”  
  
Scientific approach: Using scientific jargon (e.g. numbers, statistics, data, etc.) to  
convince your audience.  
  
Snob appeal: Giving the impression that people of wealth and prestige are on board.  
  
Card stacking: Only presenting one side of the issue/situation.  
  
Transfer: Transfer is a device by which the propagandist carries over the authority,  
sanction, and prestige of something we respect and revere to something he would have us
 accept.   
  
Name‐calling: The name‐calling technique links a person, or idea, to a negative  
symbol.  The propagandist who uses this technique hopes that the audience will reject the
 person or the idea on the basis of the negative symbol, instead of looking at the available
 evidence.  
  
Euphemisms: The propagandist attempts to pacify the audience in order to make an  
unpleasant reality more palatable.  This is accomplished by using words that are bland  
and euphemistic.  An example is during war time, since war is particularly unpleasant,  
military discourse is full of euphemisms.  In the 1940’s, America changed the name of  
the War Department to the Department of Defense.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Propaganda Master Activity 

 Directions: You have been appointed the propaganda minister for one of the following  
countries during World War II: the United States, Germany, Japan, Russia, or England.   
You have been assigned two identical images and you must create two different captions/slogans 
for each image:  One for the Axis perspective and one for the Allied perspective.  Use the exampl
e below as a guide. Be sure to use at least one of the propaganda techniques.  

Axis Perspective Allied Perspective 

  
“Our Beloved Fuehrer Demonstrates 

German Superiority by Capturing France” 

  
“Hitler Captures France: We Could Be 

Next! Support the War Effort” 
  
                      
Answer the following questions as they pertain to the propaganda posters you create:   
 
1. What propaganda techniques are being utilized in your poster? 
2. What evidence from the poster do you have to justify your answer? 
3. What country is your propaganda poster from? 
4. Who are the major figures in your poster? 
5. What message do you think your poster is trying to convey? 
6. Is the message subtle or overt? 
7. Do you think this is an effective piece of propaganda?  Why or why not?  
Axis Perspective Allied Perspective 
1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
4. 
 
5. 
 
6. 
 
7. 
 
 

1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
4. 
 
5. 
 
6. 
 
7. 
 

 
 



 
Propaganda Posters 

 
Axis Perspective 
 

  
Allied Perspective 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The Course of World War II Timeline Activity Directions: Write three extra details about each event and then cut out the events of 
WWII and paste them in chronological order on a timeline 
 
The Battle of Midway Island 
1. 
2. 
3. 

Japan declared the creation of a community 
of nations 
1. 
2. 
3. 

The Luftwaffe launched a major offensive 
1. 
2. 
3. 

British forces stopped Rommel’s troops at 
El Alamein 
1. 
2. 
3. 

Allied troops liberated Paris 
1. 
2. 
3. 

Atomic power used on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki 
1. 
2. 
3. 

Hitler committed suicide 
1. 
2. 
3. 

Germany went around the Maginot Line 
and split the Allied Armies  
1. 
2. 
3. 

The Germans surrender at Stalingrad 
1. 
2. 
3. 

General Erwin Rommel broke through the 
British defenses in Egypt 
1. 
2. 
3. 

Mussolini failed in his invasion of Greece 
1. 
2. 
3. 

The Battle of Kursk 
1. 
2. 
3. 

Other Important Events: Hitler invaded the Soviet Union 
1. 
2. 
3. 

The French signed an Armistice 
1. 
2. 
3. 

Sicily fell and Mussolini is arrested 
1. 
2. 
3 

Japanese aircraft attacked Pearl Harbor 
1. 
2. 
3. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt denounced the 
aggressors 
1. 
2. 
3. 

 
 
 
 



 
The New Order and the Holocaust Journal Entries Directions: Pretend to be each of the people below and include their beliefs, thoughts, and 

feelings. Use the five senses (what they see, hear, feel, etc.) 
 
Journal Entry #1 – Hienrich Himmler describes plans for German resettlement in the east. 
 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Journal Entry #2 – A day in the life of a man forced to labor in a Nazi factory 
 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Journal Entry #3 – Reinhard Heydrich, on his plans for administering the Final Solution 
 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Journal Entry #4 – A Jewish inmate living in Auschwitz 
 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Journal Entry #5 – A German woman hiding a Jewish family in her attic  
 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Journal Entry #6 – A Jewish mother hiding with her family in an attic of a German friend 
 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Journal Entry #7 – A German collaborator 
 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Journal Entry #8 – A 14 year old member of Hitler’s Youth 
 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    



Holocaust Research & Mini-Lesson Task 
 Task:  You need to research one topic about the Holocaust and/or WWII. In your lesson you need to: 

 Summarize the most important points on your topic  
 Explain the significance, importance, or impact of this topic/event 
 Use some type of visual: graphics/poster, PowerPoint, etc  Possible Topics: 
 Concentration Camps: Auschwitz, Dachua 
 Life in the Ghettos 
 Hitler’s rise to power 
 People in hiding 
 The Resistance 
 Timeline of Key Events 
 Final Solution 
 Krystallnacht  
 Nazi Youth 
 Famous People: Elie Wiesel, 

Anne Frank, Oskar Schindler, 
Dr. Mengele, Himmler 

 Survivor Testimony 
 Liberation 
 Causes of World War II 
 USA involvement in WWII 
 Japanese Internment Camps



 


