
Character Analysis

Fill in the table below about some of the characters in the story. Summarise their role in the story 
and their relationship with the other characters. Then choose the relevant character descriptions 
from the list below (remember, each description may apply to more than one character!). Finally, 
provide evidence from the story to show how each of the character descriptions relates to the 
character.
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Name(s)
Character 
description(s)

Relationship to 
other characters

Evidence for 
character description

What is their role 
in the story?

JOHN 
CLAVERHOUSE

NARRATOR

Optimistic
Irritable 

Vindictive 

Trusting
Cunning
Friendly 

MOON FACE by Jack London



Matching exercise

1. Match each phrase from the story with an image.
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4 D

6 F

3 C

5 E

2 B

1 A
But I bided my time, and one day,  

when opportunity was ripe, lured the 
animal away and settled for him with 

strychnine and beefsteak. 

And yet, in the face of famine and 
the rigorous winter, he went out gaily 
in quest of a mess of trout, forsooth, 

because he ‘doted’ on them!

I followed the crest along for a couple 
of miles to a natural amphitheatre in 

the hills, where a little river raced down 
out of a gorge and stopped for breath 
 in a large and placid rock-bound pool.

Arrived at the pool, he threw down  
the dip-net and sack, and drew from his 

hip-pocket what looked like a large, 
 fat candle.

I could never have believed that such 
an ungainly could run so fast.

No more does his infernal laugh go 
echoing up the hills, and no more does 

his fat moon-face rise up to vex me. 



Glossary
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Circumference (n) the outside border of a circle
Cumbered (adj) hampered or hindered
Elusive (adj) difficult to catch, find or acheive
Intangible (adj) lacking physical presence; vague 
or abstract
Gargantuan (adj) enormous
Revery (n) a state of being lost in your thoughts
Plaguey (adj) troublesome or annoying
Cachinnations (n) loud laughs 
Privily (adv) secretly
Strychnine (n) a poisonous pesticide
Dote (v) to be extremely fond of
Gayly (adv) cheerfully
A mess off (n) a large quantity of
Forsooth (adv) indeed 
Bovine (adj) relating to cattle; sluggish or stupid
Countenance (n) face
Judas (n) an Apostle who is said to have betrayed 
Christ for 30 pieces of silver

Shrewd (adj) sharp, astute
Foreclosure (n) when a mortgaged property 
is taken possession of due to failure to meet 
repayments
Chattels (n) personal possessions 
Tike (n) a small child
Bungling (v) to do something clumsily or 
incompletely 
Inveterately (adv) doing something in a habitual 
way that is unlikely to change
Paroxysm (n) a sudden outburst of activity or 
emotion
Dip-net (n) a small fishing net with a long handle
Gunnysack (n) a coarse sack
Amphitheatre (n) an open, circular building with 
a  central space for dramatic sporting events
Avail (n) help or benefit
Coroner (n) an official who investigates violent 
or suspicious deaths

MOON FACE by Jack London



Quiz

Please choose the best option for each of the following questions:

*For these questions, refer to iClassics iLondon
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1. What facial features makes John Claverhouse 
moon-faced? Select all that apply.
a. Large, expressive lips
b. Wide apart cheekbones
c. Chin and forehead melting into the cheeks
d. Sprouting bushy tufts of pale hair
e. Broad, pudgy, flat nose
f. Big round eyes
g. Nose at the centre of the face

2. What does John Claverhouse man do when you 
tap him on page 2? *
a. Floats up into the sky
b. Pushes the narrator to the ground
c. Begins to cry hysterically
d. Waves a cheerful greeting

3. Why does the narrator hate John Claverhouse?
a. He killed his mother
b. He stole his wife
c. He constantly makes rude remarks
d. He can’t put into words exactly why

4. What drives the narrator particularly crazy about 
John Claverhouse?
a. His laugh
b. The fact that he owns the largest house in town
c. His children
d. The fact that he has more cattle than the narrator

5. What is the first thing the narrator does to John 
Claverhouse, privily in the night-time?
a. Murders his cat
b. Steals his gold
c. Let’s his cattle out into his fields
d. Hides all his favourite belongings

6. How does the narrator kill John Claverhouse’s 
dog?
a. He shoots him with a rifle
b. He doesn’t kill him, merely steals him
c. He poisons him 
d. He chops of his head with an axe

7. What appears on screen after the narrator drops 
the steak for Mars the dog? *
a. John Claverhouse’s smiling face
b. A puff of green smoke
c. Mars’ ghost
d. An angry herd of cattle

8. What does John Claverhouse do after discovering 
his barn has been burned down?
a. Falls to his knees, weeping in despair
b. He pulls out a gun, puts it to his head, and pulls 
the trigger
c. He laughs and runs around in the smouldering 
remains
d. He goes fishing for trout

MOON FACE by Jack London



Quiz

*For these questions, refer to iClassics iLondon
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9. What does the narrator say may have allowed him 
to forgive Claverhouse for existing?
a. If he had given him his barn
b. If he had been his brother
c. If he had apologised for his actions
d. If he had seemed less cheerful in his misfortune

10. How does the narrator arrange for Claverhouse 
to be forced out of his home?
a. He burns his house to the ground
b. He releases a plague of insects into his house
c. He gets Claverhouse’s mortgage transferred to a 
tight-fisted moneylender
d. His previous actions cause Claverhouse such grief 
that he can’t stand to live there anymore

11. What does the narrator decide to do after John 
Claverhouse tells him the story of his son playing 
down by the river?
a. To move away and never return
b. To try and be more tolerant of his neighbours
c. To murder John Claverhouse
d. To buy earplugs to block out Claverhouse’s  
infernal laugh

12. What happens when the John Claverhouse Show 
wheel of fortune lands on the rocket? *
a. Claverhouse is fired into space on a rocket
b. Claverhouse is stabbed in the eye with a rocket
c. Claverhouse is clubbed round the head with a 
rocket
d. Nothing happens

13. Why doesn’t the narrator want to simply shoot, 
stab or club Claverhouse?
a. He doesn’t have a gun, knife or club
b. He hates bungling and brutality 
c. He wants him to suffer before dying
d. He doesn’t want to harm him

MOON FACE by Jack London



Quiz

*For these questions, refer to iClassics iLondon
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14. How long does it take the narrator to come up 
with his murderous plan?
a. 2 months
b. Less than a day
c. 1 week
d. 10 years

15. Which animal does the narrator buy and train?
a. A female water spaniel
b. A large black cat
c. A male bloodhound 
d. A yellow budgie 

16. What does the narrator focus the animal’s  
training on?
a. Killing large animals
b. Retrieving sticks from the water without playing 
with them
c. Waiting for long periods of time behind a tree and 
then running back suddenly
d. Rolling over on command

18. What is Claverhouse’s trick for catching trout?
a. He dynamites them
b. He shoots them
c. He uses a dip-net and sack
d. He gets Bellona to catch them and bring them 
to him

19. What can you do by tapping Claverhouse’s stick 
of “giant”? *
a. Make it immediately explode
b. Cause Claverhouse to drop it in the river
c. Light and put out the fuse
d. Change it’s colour

20. What lands at the narrator’s feet after  
the explosion?
a. A dog’s collar
b. An eyeball
c. Claverhouse’s head
d. A whole mess of trout

21. How does the narrator kill John Claverhouse?
a. He trains Bellona so that she trips Claverhouse up 
into the river, just as he throws a stick of dynamite 
into it.
b. He trains Bellona so that she chases Claverhouse 
with a stick of dynamite he throws in the river.
c. He trains Bellona to attack and kill Claverhouse.
d. He poisons a bottle of whiskey which Bellona  
fetches from the forest and brings to Claverhouse.

22. What appears in the Moon at the very end  
of the story? *
a. John Claverhouse’s winking face
b. A stick of dynamite
c. The John Claverhouse Show wheel of fortune
d. A skull and crossbones

17. What day of the week does Claverhouse go out 
to try and catch a final mess of trout?
a. Monday
b. Sunday
c. Saturday
d. Thursday



Writing
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For each of the scenarios below, explain what you think each of the characters would do in this 
situation. Explain why they would do this, based on the personality descriptions and evidence you 
completed in the Character Activity. 

Extension: now, choose one of the scenarios and write it out in full as a short story, including your 
characters reaction. Give it a beginning, a middle, and an ending. Write it from the first person 
perspective of one of the characters, and try to mimic the style of writing used by London in Moon 
Face.

a. Some people from the local government come knocking on people’s doors, letting 
them know that a big new road is going to be built that will require the demolition of their 
properties.

b. They receive a phone-call claiming to be from their bank, asking them for their name, 
address, all of their bank details, and their top-secret password.



See Education Program

Ask your students to
Download the App:

iLondon:  
The Immersive Jack London Experience

or Sign in as an Education Center 
and buy licenses with a big discount:

© 2017 iClassics Productions

www.iclassicscollection.comEducation Program

These exercises are based on iLondon, one of our Immersive Reading Appbooks.

At iClassics we have invented a new enjoyable and surprising way of reading. 
The original texts are accompanied by illustrations, music and animations to immerse 

yourself in the story.

 We make the Classics more enjoyable for Students and reduce the challenges of 
teaching them for Educators!

http://iclassicsedu.com/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.iclassicscollection.ilondoninapp&referrer=af_tranid%3DQA9y0VWPrb6m6oAsnk0B5Q%26pid%3DWeb_iClassics
https://itunes.apple.com/US/app/id1108481555?mt=8
http://www.iclassicscollection.com

