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7th Grade Explorations Through Literacy   

This curriculum guide was created in response to the new course offering titled, 

Explorations Through Literacy 7 (Formerly Reading and Writing 7), a skills-based 

course for students reading at or below grade level, which requires all students to be 

college and career ready in the following areas: Reading for Literature, Reading for 

Informational Texts, Writing, Speaking and Listening, and Language.  Students in 

Explorations Through Literacy will use Achieve3000 as the primary literacy tool, and 

the course will include thematic and skills connections to the Humanities.  

This curriculum guide was created to enhance the existing Explorations Through 

Literacy Grade 7 course.  Contained in this curriculum guide are mini-units of study 

which address analyzing writers’ arguments, career exploration crafting effective 

arguments, and researching using multiple sources.  The goal was to create lessons 

which address the curriculum and map the course for the academic year.  This 

curriculum guide contains a yearly overview, divided by quarter, suggested mini-lesson 

plans, activities, and assessments. Below is the suggested order of units, but teachers are 

encouraged to teach the units in the order in which they think best. 

Teachers are encouraged to explore this curriculum guide and to adopt, adapt or find 

inspiration to design their own lessons for Explorations Through Literacy 7.  

Additionally, there are numerous PDF handouts that are included.  Most of the graphic 

organizers can be accessed through the Achieve3000 program. 

 

Suggested Yearly Overview – Mini Units of Instruction 

1st Quarter  Analyzing Arguments 

2nd Quarter  Career Exploration 

3rd Quarter  Crafting Effective Arguments  
 

4th Quarter Researching Using Multiple Sources  
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Explorations Through Literacy 

Quarter 1, Lesson 1              One Class Period 

Unit: Analyzing Arguments 

 

Common Core Learning Standards: 

 Standard   Grade   Standard Number 

 RI    7   1, 2, 3, 5, 10 

W    7   2, 8, 9, 10 

 SL    7   1, 2 

 L    7   1, 3 

  

Motivation:   

 On a slip of paper, students will write down which dessert is the best and why.  As a whole 

class, we will discuss, and then explain why we made our choices.  Students may begin to 

“debate” or argue for their choice.   

 Teacher will explain that these types of discussions, with different opinions and viewpoints, 

can help us prepare to analyze and argue topics further. 

 

Instructional Materials: 

 Intro Slip: Which Dessert is the Best?? Attachment #1 

 Both Sides Matrix (BSM) Graphic Organizer Attachment #2 

http://doc.achieve3000.com/learningcenter/resources/GraphicOrganizers/LiteracyPDFFormat/Bo

thSidesMatrix/BothSidesMatrix.pdf 

 Achieve 3000 

 

Procedures and Pivotal Questions: 

Aim: How can I support my opinions with concrete details? 

 Students will get into groups of 3 with others who chose the same dessert as them, from 

the motivation activity.  They will list reasons why their dessert is the best. 

 Next, students will present their list of reasons to the other groups, the teacher, and 2 

students who have been selected to be “judges.”  We will listen as each group defends 

their choice.   

 The judges will select a winning group, who explained/argued clearly why its dessert was 

the best.  The judges will explain what exactly about their reasons was so convincing and 

how the group persuaded the class that its dessert was the best most effectively. 

 Students will take out their laptop computers and log into Achieve 3000.  They will begin 

the article, “Bright and Early, or Not…”  Students will highlight notes for reasons why 

people want an early start for school in yellow and reasons why they do not in blue.   

 As a class, we will share the details for both sides of the argument and list them on the 

BSM graphic organizer (Attachment #1).  We will review both sides of the argument, 

http://doc.achieve3000.com/learningcenter/resources/GraphicOrganizers/LiteracyPDFFormat/BothSidesMatrix/BothSidesMatrix.pdf
http://doc.achieve3000.com/learningcenter/resources/GraphicOrganizers/LiteracyPDFFormat/BothSidesMatrix/BothSidesMatrix.pdf
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and students will choose the argument they feel is strongest and answer their Thought 

Question with the data collected. 

 

Summary:   

Why are some arguments stronger than other arguments, and what can the speaker/writer use to 

enhance his or her argument or explanation? 

 

Additional Suggested Achieve 3000 Articles: 

1. Rule 40: Fair or Not? 

2. Is Newer Better? 
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Attachment #1 

 

 

 

 

What is the best dessert? 

 

 

 

 

Name at least 2 reasons why this is the best dessert: 

 

1. 

 

 

2. 
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Attachment #2 
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Explorations Through Literacy 

Quarter 1, Lesson 2              Two Class Periods 

Unit: Analyzing Arguments 

 

Common Core Learning Standards: 

 Standard  Grade   Standard Number 

  

RI    7    1, 2, 5, 10  

W    7    2, 4, 9, 10  

SL    7    1, 2, 4  

L    7    1, 2, 3, 6  

  

Motivation:  Students will walk into the classroom and take a neon pin from a box to fasten on 

their shirt.  The teacher will tell the students that they must wear the pin every day to class from 

now on.  The teacher will explain to the students that this is our new dress code, and my reason 

for creating it is that I like neon colors.   The teacher will ask: Is this a good, strong argument, or 

a weak one??  Students will identify that it is a weak argument, and explain why. 

 

Instructional Materials: 

 Argument Analysis: Is the Claim Valid?  http://oops.bizland.com/eago.pdf 

Attachment #1 

 Persuasive Writing Organizer Attachment #2 

 Neon pins: 15  

 Achieve 3000 

 

Procedures and Pivotal Questions: 

 

Day 1: 

Aim: How can I make my arguments stronger? 

 

 The teacher will introduce the Argument Analysis: Is this Claim Valid? Organizer 

(Attachment #1).   The teacher will review all parts of a valid argument and how to 

assess validity.  The teacher will ask again:  Was the argument above valid or not?  

Students will explain based on the information they learned in the chart. 

 The teacher will ask students why some schools want dress codes and why others do not.  

We will draw a T-Chart on the board and list all the reasons for both sides.   

 The teacher will ask students to pick the side they most agree with and come to either 

side of the room.  The groups of students will complete the Persuasive Writing Organizer 

(Attachment #2) for their side’s strongest arguments.   

http://oops.bizland.com/eago.pdf
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 The groups will present their arguments to the class, and debate each other over whether 

dress codes are a good idea or not.  Students will use the details and reasons they 

collected from their charts, to strengthen their arguments. 

 After the debate, the class will discuss which side had a stronger, more valid argument, 

and which specific claims stood out, based on their understanding of the Argument 

Analysis validity chart from earlier in the lesson. 

 

Summary:   

What concepts do valid arguments contain, and how do these arguments address the audience? 

 

Day 2: 

Aim:  How can we assess the stronger side of an argument? 

 

 Students will take out their laptop computers and log into Achieve 3000.  They will begin 

the article, “Looks Great, But is it Really?”  Students will be randomly assigned a side to 

highlight concrete details that support whether virtual reality technology is safe or not.   

 After highlighting, students will join their fellow classmates who were assigned the same 

topic to share their highlights.  The class will come back together to discuss all the 

highlights.  Students will use their knowledge of valid arguments to choose which side 

was most valid, and write their Thought Question using the information they have already 

collected as evidence. 

 

Summary:  Which side of the arguments is stronger:  to have or not to have dress codes? 

 

Is this consistent with how you personally feel about the topic?   

 

If not, explain how the evidence impacted how you felt about your position. 

 

Additional Suggested Achieve 3000 Articles: 

1. Elephants on the Move 

2. Rules set for Swimwear 
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Attachment #1 

 

Evaluating Arguments 
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Attachment #2 
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Explorations Through Literacy 

Quarter 1, Lesson 3              Two Class Periods 

Unit: Analyzing Arguments 

 

Common Core Learning Standards: 

 Standard  Grade   Standard Number 

  

RI    7    1, 2, 5, 10  

W    7    2, 4, 9, 10  

SL    7    1, 2, 4  

L    7    1, 2, 3, 6 

  

Motivation:  Signs will be posted in the classroom when the students enter, saying “FOR” and 

“AGAINST.”  Students will be asked as they enter, “Should middle school students get 

homework?”  The students will walk to the side of the room they agree with most.  With their 

groups they will come up with the top 3 reasons to support their side.  Each side will present, and 

the teacher will judge. 

 

Instructional Materials: 

 Achieve 3000 

 Evidence Building Graphic Organizer https://doc.achieve3000.com/article/Cite1.pdf 

Attachment #1 

 Time article, “Homework, is it Good for Kids?” http://time.com/4466390/homework-

debate-research/ Attachment #2 

 Teachnology article, “5 Reasons Kids Need Homework, and 5 Reasons They Don’t” 

http://www.teach-nology.com/tutorials/teaching/proandconhomework.html Attachment 

#3 

 

Procedures and Pivotal Questions: 

 

Day 1: 

Aim:  How can I use multiple sources in data collection effectively? 

 

 We will read the first magazine article, ““Homework, is it Good for Kids?” (Attachment 

#2) Students will discuss which side was most valid, ignoring their own opinions.   

 Next, students will read the second magazine article, “5 Reasons Kids Need Homework, 

and 5 Reasons They Don’t” (Attachment #3) and students will discuss the validity of 

each argument presented as well.   

 Once students have read both articles, they will choose which side they agree with, 

highlight details from both articles that support their side, and compile them.  Students 

https://doc.achieve3000.com/article/Cite1.pdf
http://time.com/4466390/homework-debate-research/
http://time.com/4466390/homework-debate-research/
http://www.teach-nology.com/tutorials/teaching/proandconhomework.html
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will write a 3 paragraph summary of their position, addressing the strongest arguments 

for their side, while giving examples from each article. 

 

Summary:   

How can using multiple sources help in data collection, as well as in analyzing arguments? 

 

Day 2: 

Aim:  How can we present our arguments to a guest audience? 

 

 Students will get their laptop computers and log into Achieve 3000.  They will begin the 

article, “School on Snowy Days.” 

 Students will use the Evidence Building Graphic Organizer (Attachment #1) to take 

notes on the topic.  Students may use the Stretch Article for further evidence collection. 

 Students will choose which side was most valid, and write their Thought Question 

accordingly.   

 Students will use their Thought Question writing to assist them in a class debate.  We will 

invite another class in to view the debate and explanation of validity of reasons.  The 

guest class will decide the winner of the debate. 

 

Summary:   

Why are multiple important when researching? 

 

Additional Suggested Achieve 3000 Articles: 

1. Should Ride Sharing be Allowed? 

2. New Rules for Restaurants 
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Attachment #1 
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Attachment #2 

 

TIME:  EDUCATION 

Is Homework Good for Kids? Here's 
What the Research Says 
Katie Reilly 
Aug 30, 2016 
 
As kids return to school, debate is heating up once again over how they should spend 
their time after they leave the classroom for the day. 
The no-homework policy of a second-grade teacher in Texas went viral last week, 
earning praise from parents across the country who lament the heavy workload often 
assigned to young students. Brandy Young told parents she would not formally assign 
any homework this year, asking students instead to eat dinner with their families, play 
outside and go to bed early. 
But the question of how much work children should be doing outside of school remains 
controversial, and plenty of parents take issue with no-homework policies, worried their 
kids are losing a potential academic advantage. Here's what you need to know: 
 

The issue 
For decades, the homework standard has been a "10-minute rule," which recommends a 
daily maximum of 10 minutes of homework per grade level. Second graders, for 
example, should do about 20 minutes of homework each night. High school seniors 
should complete about two hours of homework each night. The National PTA and the 
National Education Association both support that guideline. 
 

But some schools have begun to give their youngest students a break. A Massachusetts 
elementary school has announced a no-homework pilot program for the coming school 
year, lengthening the school day by two hours to provide more in-class instruction. "We 
really want kids to go home at 4 o'clock, tired. We want their brain to be tired," Kelly 
Elementary School Principal Jackie Glasheen said in an interview with a local TV 
station. "We want them to enjoy their families. We want them to go to soccer practice or 
football practice, and we want them to go to bed. And that's it." 
 
A New York City public elementary school implemented a similar policy last year, 
eliminating traditional homework assignments in favor of family time. The change was 
quickly met with outrage from some parents, though it earned support from other 
education leaders. 
New solutions and approaches to homework differ by community, and these local 
debates are complicated by the fact that even education experts disagree about what's 
best for kids. 
 
 

http://time.com/tag/education
http://time.com/author/katie-reilly/
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10208920380439663&amp;set=a.2192657828875.118537.1620033655&amp;type=3&amp;theater
http://time.com/4462989/teacher-no-homework-policy-texas/
http://time.com/4250968/why-parents-should-not-make-kids-do-homework/
http://www.westernmassnews.com/story/32748469/holyoke-school-saying-no-to-homework-for-upcoming-year
http://www.westernmassnews.com/story/32748469/holyoke-school-saying-no-to-homework-for-upcoming-year
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The research 
The most comprehensive research on homework to date comes from a 2006 meta-
analysis by Duke University psychology professor Harris Cooper, who found evidence of 
a positive correlation between homework and student achievement, meaning students 
who did homework performed better in school. The correlation was stronger for older 
students—in seventh through 12th grade—than for those in younger grades, for whom 
there was a weak relationship between homework and performance. 
 

Cooper's analysis focused on how homework impacts academic achievement—test 
scores, for example. His report noted that homework is also thought to improve study 
habits, attitudes toward school, self-discipline, inquisitiveness and independent 
problem solving skills. On the other hand, some studies he examined showed that 
homework can cause physical and emotional fatigue, fuel negative attitudes about 
learning and limit leisure time for children. At the end of his analysis, Cooper 
recommended further study of such potential effects of homework. 
Despite the weak correlation between homework and performance for young children, 
Cooper argues that a small amount of homework is useful for all students. Second-
graders should not be doing two hours of homework each night, he said, but they also 
shouldn't be doing no homework. 
 
The debate 
Not all education experts agree entirely with Cooper's assessment. 
Cathy Vatterott , an education professor at the University of Missouri-St. Louis, 
supports the "10-minute rule" as a maximum, but she thinks there is not sufficient proof 
that homework is helpful for students in elementary school. 
 
"Correlation is not causation," she said. "Does homework cause achievement, or do high 
achievers do more homework?" 
Vatterott, the author of Rethinking Homework: Best Practices That Support Diverse 
Needs, thinks there should be more emphasis on improving the quality of homework 
tasks, and she supports efforts to eliminate homework for younger kids. 
 
"I have no concerns about students not starting homework until fourth grade or fifth 
grade," she said, noting that while the debate over homework will undoubtedly continue, 
she has noticed a trend toward limiting, if not eliminating, homework in elementary 
school. 
 

The issue has been debated for decades. A TIME cover in 1999 read: "Too much 
homework! How it's hurting our kids, and what parents should do about it." 
The accompanying story noted that the launch of Sputnik in 1957 led to a push for better 
math and science education in the U.S. The ensuing pressure to be competitive on a 
global scale, plus the increasingly demanding college admissions process, fueled the 
practice of assigning homework. 
 

http://rer.sagepub.com/content/76/1/1.abstract
http://rer.sagepub.com/content/76/1/1.abstract
http://fortune.com/fortune500/harris/
http://content.time.com/time/covers/0,16641,19990125,00.html
http://content.time.com/time/subscriber/article/0,33009,990065-1,00.html
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"The complaints are cyclical, and we’re in the part of the cycle now where the concern is 
for too much," Cooper said. "You can go back to the 1970s, when you’ll find there were 
concerns that there was too little, when we were concerned about our global 
competitiveness." 
 
Cooper acknowledged that some students really are bringing home too much homework, 
and their parents are right to be concerned. 
"A good way to think about homework is the way you think about medications or dietary 
supplements," he said. "If you take too little, they’ll have no effect. If you take too much, 
they can kill you. If you take the right amount, you’ll get better." 
 

http://time.com/4466390/homework-debate-research/ 

 

 

 

http://time.com/4466390/homework-debate-research/
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Attachment #3 

teAchology – The Online Teacher Resource 

 

5 Reasons Kids Need Homework and 5 Reasons They Don't 

The benefits of homework has been debated by teachers and parents for years as the 

very word evokes very negative connotations to every involved, students, parents and 

teachers. Although many people think of homework as doing more harm than good by 

causing copious amounts of unnecessary stress to everyone, others believe that it has 

great advantages for children by encouraging them to think more independently 

outside the classroom. 

The Benefits 

The first benefit of homework is that it allows students and teachers to work more 

closely together. They can discuss their assignments or any problems that they are 

having with parts of their textbooks, before or after classes. 

The second benefit is that it can bring families closer together as students may ask 

their parents or siblings for help on their homework. Not only will this help the 

students get a better understanding of their work with any parts they are stuck on, it 

will also allow parents to get more involved in their child's educational life. 

Thirdly, doing homework will prepare students for the big end tests. If a child does 

poorly on an assignment then they will learn what is necessary to do well on the next 

test without being punished. It also provides students with the opportunity to practice 

at what it takes to be successful in school. Like they say, practice makes perfect. 

Doing homework is also a great way to develop responsibilities. By being assigned 

work one day and knowing that it has to be done by the next day, they will develop a 

sense of punctuality by turning their work in on time. 

And finally it allows parents to see how their children are being educated and they 

can develop a better idea of how they can help their child. However, some parents, 
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students and even some teachers feel that after 7-8 hours of lessons in school, it is 

unfair to expect students to come home and work for another three hours. 

The Potential Harm 

The first reason that children should not be given homework is that they need time to 

relax and take their minds off work. The pressure of having to complete homework 

every night is quite daunting for most children and they need time to refresh their 

minds and bodies. 

Secondly, it reduces the amount of time that children could be spending with their 

families. Family time is especially important to a growing child and without it social 

problems can crop up and a family unit can be compromised by a lack of time being 

spent together. 

Thirdly, homework can cause conflict between children and parents when the parent 

wants to the child to do their homework but meets resistance from the student to do 

an overwhelming task. 

Too much homework can encourage cheating because children end up copying off one 

another in an attempt to finish all their assignments. They then end up being 

rewarded for cheating which doesn't benefit them at all. 

And finally, a lot of teachers don't often have the time to grade papers properly as 

they are too busy with designing lesson plans and consulting teaching resources in 

order to just manage lessons. So by the time students are getting their papers back, 

the class has moved on to a new topic. 

 

http://www.teach-nology.com/tutorials/teaching/proandconhomework.html 
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Explorations Through Literacy 

Quarter 2, Lesson 1             Two Class Periods 

Unit: Career Exploration 

 

Common Core Learning Standards: 

 Standard  Grade   Standard Number 

  

RI    7    1, 2, 3  

W    7    1, 2  

SL    7    1, 2, 4  

L    7    1 

  

Motivation:  Complete the Job Personality Quiz (http://www.kidzworld.com/quiz/203) on your 

laptops.  Share the results with the people at your table.  Discuss the results as a class.  The class 

will give suggestions of a career that might be right for you. 

 

Instructional Materials: 

 Achieve 3000 

 Job Personality Quiz  http://www.kidzworld.com/quiz/203  

 Self-Survey (Attachment #1) 

 ABC Skills (Attachment #2) 

 My Skills Worksheet (Attachment #3) 

 

Procedures and Pivotal Questions: 

 

Aim: How can I use my skills in coordination with my interests? 

Day 1: 

 We will discuss how many jobs need people who have very specific skills to that area.  

Skills help us succeed in what we do, and some skills require a lot of hard work.   

 The students will complete a Self-Survey (Attachment #1), to learn more about their job 

interests. 

 In small groups, students will complete the ABC Skills (Attachment #2) to help 

brainstorm skills that people in job fields should have.  Next, we will share as a class, and 

write student answers on the Smartboard. 

 Independently, the students will complete the My Skills Worksheet (Attachment #3).  

They will identify skills they believe they have and why they are essential to a career.  

We will engage in a lengthy class discussion, as each student will volunteer to explain 

one skill he or she chose. 

 

 

http://www.kidzworld.com/quiz/203
http://www.kidzworld.com/quiz/203
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Day 2: 

Aim:  How can we analyze why education is important for future success? 

 

 Students will take out their laptop computers and log into Achieve 3000.  They will 

complete the article, “First Lady to Students: Just Go for it!”  Students will highlight 

details about why high school and college education are important for future success.  

They will use these details to complete their Thought Question. 

 

Summary:  Why is education important for a future career? 

 

Additional Suggested Achieve 3000 Articles: 

1. Teens say: Stay in School! 

2. Looking For a Job 
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Attachment #1 

 

Self-Survey  
 
Read the following statements and circle whether or not the statement 
applies to you. 
 
I want to go to college after high school. YES NO 
I want to go to vocational/technical or trade school. YES NO 
I want to start working after high school. YES NO 
I have family or friends encouraging me to attend college. YES NO 
When I have a job, I want to work with my hands. YES NO 
I want to work inside or in an office. YES NO 
I want to work outside. YES NO 
I want to work with people. YES NO 
 
1. Do you have any hobbies or interests that could relate to a career that 
interests you? 
 

 

 

 
 
2. Does anyone you know have a career that interests you? If so, what 
Questions could you ask them to learn more about the career? 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
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Attachment #2 

 

Activity 1 
 
ABCs 
Working together as a group, come up with at least one skill for every letter of the 
alphabet.  
 
A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
F 
G 
H 
I 
J 
K 
L 
M 
N 
O 
P 
Q 
R 
S 
T 
U 
V 
W 
X 
Y 
Z 
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Activity 2 
My Skills 
 
Using the list of the skills that your group came up with, pick out four 
skills you think you have from that list and give an example of how that 
skill is useful. 
 
Skill:1 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Skill 2: 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Skill 3: 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Skill 4: 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
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Explorations Through Literacy 

Quarter 2, Lesson 2             Two Class Periods 

Unit: Career Exploration 

 

Common Core Learning Standards: 

 Standard  Grade   Standard Number 

  

RI    7    2, 3, 4  

W    7    2, 9  

SL    7    1, 2  

L    7    4, 6 

  

Motivation:  Make a list of your interests that are related to school and interests that are not 

related to school.  Then rank them in order according to level of interest.   With a partner, do a 

Think-Pair-Share, and discuss your lists.  We will then do a whole class share out.   

 

Instructional Materials: 

 Achieve 3000 

 Youtube page: Kidsgov Career Spotlight Series  

https://www.youtube.com/user/kidsgov   

 Bureau of Labor Statistics Inventory  

https://www.bls.gov/k12/content/students/careers/career-exploration.htm  

 Career Explorations Worksheet – Attachment #1  

 

Procedures and Pivotal Questions: 

 

Day 1: 

Aim:  How can I find jobs that match my interests? 

 

 The teacher will explain how our interests can lead to specific career paths, and how 

exploring careers can give us insight into what people do for their jobs. 

 The students will get into groups of 3 based on their common interests from the 

Motivation.  They will then explore the Bureau of Labor Statistics Inventory, to see 

which careers are listed under different interest subtopics. 

 Each group will pick one career to investigate on Kidsgov Career Spotlight Series on 

Youtube.  Students will complete the Career Explorations Worksheet (Attachment #1) to 

research their job. 

 Each group will present their findings and discuss which school subjects are most 

important to the career they chose to research. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/user/kidsgov
https://www.bls.gov/k12/content/students/careers/career-exploration.htm
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Day 2: 

Aim:  Why is it important to find a career that matches one’s interests? 

 

 Students will take out their laptop computers and log into Achieve 3000.  They will 

complete the article, “Which Career is Right for You?”  They will complete all 5 parts.   

 

Summary:  How can I use my interests in and out of school to select a career path? 

 

Additional Suggested Achieve 3000 Articles: 

1. Students Choose Their Own Path 

2. Workers Wanted 
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Attachment #1 

 

Career Exploration Worksheet 

         
 

Name of Occupation: 

 

Source Of Information: 

 

What do workers in this job actually do? What are their tasks, responsibilities, 

risks, and physical demands of this occupation? 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

What skills are required? 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

What training, education, or other qualifications (licenses, registration, and 

certification) do you need for the occupation? 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 
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What is the work environment like (workload, pace, people)? How does it 

look, sound and smell? 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

What is the work schedule like? (Hours per week, hours per day, overtime, 

travel)____________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

What are the earnings or salary ranges? 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

What is the employment outlook for this occupation? 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

What are the possibilities for advancement or promotion? 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

What are some related occupations? 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

What are some sources of additional information (books, schools, people, 

web sites)? 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 
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Explorations Through Literacy 

Quarter 2, Lesson 3             Four Class Periods 

Unit: Career Exploration 

 

Common Core Learning Standards: 

 Standard  Grade   Standard Number 

  

RI    7    1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 10  

W    7   1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11  

SL   7    1, 3, 4, 6  

L    7    1, 2, 3, 6 

  

Motivation:  Now that we have explored our interests and skills, it’s time to choose our Dream 

Job and research it fully!  Brainstorm your top 3 choices of careers.  Review your list, and pick 

the 1 that stands out to you the most.   

 

Instructional Materials: 

 Achieve 3000 

 Newsela Dream Jobs  https://newsela.com/articles/#/featured/dream-

jobs?required_tag=dreamjobs&required_tag=dreamjobs&required_tag=dreamjob

s&required_tag=dreamjobs&page_size=27 

 KWL chart 

http://doc.achieve3000.com/learningcenter/resources/GraphicOrganizers/Literacy

PDFFormat/KWLChart/KWLChart.pdf (Attachment #1) 

 Main Idea and Details chart 

http://doc.achieve3000.com/learningcenter/resources/GraphicOrganizers/Literacy

PDFFormat/MainIdea/MainIdea.pdf (Attachment #2) 

 3 Column Notes chart 

http://doc.achieve3000.com/learningcenter/resources/GraphicOrganizers/Literacy

PDFFormat/ThreeColumnNotes/Three_Column_Notes_GO.pdf (Attachment #3) 

 

Procedures and Pivotal Questions: 

 

Day 1: 

Aim: How can I direct my research through an understanding of my interests, skills and 

education? 

 

 Students will explore Newsela Dream Jobs online, to watch different videos of jobs that 

might interest them.   They will select one, and take notes on what they have learned 

about the career.   

https://newsela.com/articles/#/featured/dream-jobs?required_tag=dreamjobs&required_tag=dreamjobs&required_tag=dreamjobs&required_tag=dreamjobs&page_size=27
https://newsela.com/articles/#/featured/dream-jobs?required_tag=dreamjobs&required_tag=dreamjobs&required_tag=dreamjobs&required_tag=dreamjobs&page_size=27
https://newsela.com/articles/#/featured/dream-jobs?required_tag=dreamjobs&required_tag=dreamjobs&required_tag=dreamjobs&required_tag=dreamjobs&page_size=27
http://doc.achieve3000.com/learningcenter/resources/GraphicOrganizers/LiteracyPDFFormat/KWLChart/KWLChart.pdf
http://doc.achieve3000.com/learningcenter/resources/GraphicOrganizers/LiteracyPDFFormat/KWLChart/KWLChart.pdf
http://doc.achieve3000.com/learningcenter/resources/GraphicOrganizers/LiteracyPDFFormat/MainIdea/MainIdea.pdf
http://doc.achieve3000.com/learningcenter/resources/GraphicOrganizers/LiteracyPDFFormat/MainIdea/MainIdea.pdf
http://doc.achieve3000.com/learningcenter/resources/GraphicOrganizers/LiteracyPDFFormat/ThreeColumnNotes/Three_Column_Notes_GO.pdf
http://doc.achieve3000.com/learningcenter/resources/GraphicOrganizers/LiteracyPDFFormat/ThreeColumnNotes/Three_Column_Notes_GO.pdf
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 Students will search Achieve 3000 to find 2 articles about their chosen career.  They may 

use a KWL chart, a Main Idea and Details chart, or a 3 Column Notes chart, to organize 

their notes and examples.   

 

Summary:  How can using multiple sources help us research a career more fully? 

 

Day 2: 

Aim:  How do my interests and skills impact my career research? 

 

 Students will continue to research their topic by reading their Achieve 3000 articles and 

taking notes. 

 

Summary:  What new information did you learn today? 

 

Day 3: 

Aim:  How can we prepare a visual in preparation for our Career Fair? 

 

 Students will prepare a poster advertising their career, including examples, details, and 

colorful artwork/ clip art on a poster board.  This will be used for a Career Fair next class.   

 

Summary:  What information do you think is most important to present?  Why? 

 

Day 4: 

Aim:  How can we present an interesting career at our Career Fair? 

 

 The class will participate in a Career Fair.  Students will set up their poster boards at their 

tables, and the class will circulate around the room to view each career, and ask questions 

to the student who created it.   

 At the end of the Career Fair, we will discuss what we found to be most interesting about 

the job we explored as well as a job that one of our classmates presented.  

 

Summary:  Was there a career that you became interested in as a result of the Career Fair other 

than the one you presented?  Explain. 

 

Additional Suggested Achieve 3000 Articles: 

Students can use the Achieve 3000 Search feature, to explore the career topics they have 

individually selected. 
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Attachment #1 
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Attachment #2 
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Attachment #3 
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Explorations Through Literacy 

Quarter 3, Lesson 1              One Class Period 

Unit: Crafting Effective Arguments 

 

Common Core Learning Standards: 

 Standard  Grade   Standard Number 

  

RI     7    1, 10  

W    7    1, 2, 4, 5, 9, 10  

SL     7    1, 3, 4, 6  

L     7    1, 2, 3, 6 

  

Motivation:   

 Choose a slip of paper from the fishbowl.  Decide what your opinion of the stated topic 

is.  With a partner, discuss the pros and cons of both topics briefly.  

 

Instructional Materials: 

 Slips of paper with different controversial topics on them (teacher 

choice of topics) 

 Middle School Debate Topic List https://www.thoughtco.com/middle-

school-debate-topics-8014  (Attachment #1) 

 Know Your Audience worksheet (Attachment #2) 

 

Procedures and Pivotal Questions: 

 

Aim: How can I organize my thoughts to begin crafting an effective argument for the 

appropriate audience? 

 

 As a whole class, students will share their thoughts about their random topic.  Other 

students will volunteer their own opinions.   

 We will discuss that our goal in the upcoming class periods will be to create a strong, 

effective argument on a topic that is important to us.   

 Students will read the Middle School Debate Topic List (Attachment #1) on the 

Smartboard.  They will choose a topic that resonates with them to explore further and 

craft an argument during this unit. 

 We will discuss the importance of your audience in an argument:  An audience is the 

people who are listening to the information, who it might directly affect, and who can 

relate to the topic the most.   

https://www.thoughtco.com/middle-school-debate-topics-8014
https://www.thoughtco.com/middle-school-debate-topics-8014
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 Students will complete the Know Your Audience worksheet (Attachment #2) to assess 

the appropriate audience for their chosen topic.  The teacher will circulate to conference 

with each student and review their work. 

 Students will take out their laptops and log into Achieve 3000.  They will complete the 

article, “Teen Writing Makes Teachers ;(“  They will complete the steps up to the 

activity.  We will review the multiple choice questions and answers afterwards. 

 

Summary:  Why is it important to consider the audience when crafting an argument? 

 

Additional Suggested Achieve 3000 Articles: 

1. A plugged- in President 

2. Vote for me- and read my book! 
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Attachment #1 

 

ThoughtCo. 

 

Resources › For Educators 

Middle School Debate Topics 

Topics for Debate and Discussion 

 
 Middle School Student in a Debate. © House of Lords 2013 / Annabel Moeller 

 
 
by Melissa Kelly 
Updated February 21, 2017 

Debates are a wonderful, high interest way to teach a number of skills to students. They 
provide students with the ability to research a topic, work as a team, practice public 
speaking skills, and use critical thinking skills. Holding debates in middle school 
classes can be especially rewarding despite the challenges that go along with teaching 
tweens. These students enjoy debating as it provides variety and allows them to become 
passionately involved with an assigned topic. 

https://www.thoughtco.com/resources-4132590
https://www.thoughtco.com/resources-4132590
https://www.thoughtco.com/melissa-kelly-6107
https://www.thoughtco.com/holding-debates-in-middle-school-classes-8012
https://www.thoughtco.com/holding-debates-in-middle-school-classes-8012
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Following is a list of topics that would be appropriate for use in Middle School 
classrooms. As you read through these you will see that some are more appropriate for 
specific curriculum areas while others can be used in classes across the board. Each item 
is listed as a proposition. You will assign one team this proposition and the opposing 
team would argue the opposite. 

1. All students should have daily chores. 
2. Every home should have a pet. 
3. Every student should play a musical instrument. 
4. Homework should be banned. 
5. School uniforms should be required. 
6. Year round education is better for students. 
7. Children should not be allowed to drink soda. 
8. PE should be required of all students throughout middle and high school. 
9. All students should be required to volunteer in the community. 
10. Corporal punishment should be allowed in schools. 
11. The Internet should be banned from schools. 
12. Junk food should be banned from schools. 
13. All parents should be required to attend parenting classes before having a child. 
14. All students should be required to learn a foreign language in middle school. 
15. All museums should be free to the public. 
16. Single-sex schools are better for education. 
17. Students should be held legally responsible for bullying in schools. 
18. Children under 14 should not be allowed on Facebook. 
19. Prayer of any form should be prohibited in schools. 
20. Statewide tests should be abolished. 
21. All people should be vegetarians. 
22. Solar energy should replace all traditional forms of energy. 
23. Zoos should be abolished. 
24. It is sometimes right for the government to restrict freedom of speech. 
25. Human cloning should be banned. 
26. Science fiction is the best form of fiction. (Or any form of fiction of your 

choosing) 
27. Macs are better than PCs 
28. Androids are better than iPhones 
29. The moon should be colonized. 
30. Mixed Martial Arts (MMA) should be banned. 
31. All students should be required to take a cooking class. 
32. All students should be required to take a shop or practical arts class. 
33. All students should be required to take a performing arts class. 
34. All students should be required to learn sewing. 
35. Democracy is the best form of government. 
36. America should have a king and not a president. 
37. All citizens should be required to vote. 
38. The death penalty is an appropriate penalty for certain crimes. 

https://www.thoughtco.com/preparing-for-middle-school-1857199
https://www.thoughtco.com/musical-instruments-printables-1832427
https://www.thoughtco.com/pros-cons-of-school-uniforms-6760
https://www.thoughtco.com/year-round-education-6742
https://www.thoughtco.com/high-school-expectations-1857206
https://www.thoughtco.com/reasons-for-banning-corporal-punishment-2773347
https://www.thoughtco.com/advantages-of-single-sex-education-2773308
https://www.thoughtco.com/should-human-cloning-be-banned-721486
https://www.thoughtco.com/death-penalty-research-finding-sources-1857302
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39. Sports stars are paid too much money. 
40. The right to bear arms is a necessary constitutional amendment. 
41. Students should never be forced to repeat a year at school. 
42. Grades should be abolished. 
43. All individuals should pay the same tax rate. 
44. Teachers should be replaced by computers. 
45. Students should be allowed to skip grades in school. 
46. The voting age should be lowered. 
47. Individuals who share music online should be put in jail. 
48. Video games are too violent. 
49. Students should be required to learn about poetry. 
50. History is an important subject in school. 
51. Students should not be required to show their work in math. 
52. Students should not be graded on their handwriting. 
53. America should give more money to other countries. 
54. Every home should have a robot. 
55. The government should provide wireless service for everyone. 
56. School pictures should be abolished. 
57. Smoking should be banned. 
58. Recycling should be required. 
59. Children should not watch television on school nights. 
60. Performance enhancing drugs should be allowed in sports. 
61. Parents should be allowed to choose their baby's gender. 
62. Education is the key to future success. 

https://www.thoughtco.com/middle-school-debate-topics-8014 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.thoughtco.com/concerns-of-math-teachers-8068
https://www.thoughtco.com/middle-school-debate-topics-8014
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Attachment #2 

 

Name ______________________     

 

 

Knowing Your Audience! 

 
Argument Topic__________________________ 

 

 

Who would your topic affect the most?  Why? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Who can relate to your topic?  Why? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Who is involved in your topic, or may have experience with it? Any professionals? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Who would know the most about your topic? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Explorations Through Literacy 

Quarter 3, Lesson 2              Two Class Periods 

Unit: Crafting Effective Arguments 

 

Common Core Learning Standards: 

 Standard  Grade   Standard Number 

  

RI    7    1, 2, 3, 6, 8  

W    7    1, 4, 9  

SL   7    1, 2, 3, 4  

L    7    1, 2, 6 

  

Motivation:   

Students will watch a Youtube video: The Great Debate: Facebook for Kids: Yes vs. No 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gsYUKRuphQI).  Students will take notes on which points 

were the strongest from each side, and then discuss as a class together.  Students may volunteer 

their own opinions on the topic. 

 

Instructional Materials: 

 Youtube video: The Great Debate: Facebook for Kids- Yes vs No 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gsYUKRuphQI  

 Argument Claims sheet (Attachment #1) 

 

Procedures and Pivotal Questions: 

 

Day #1 

Aim: How can I locate evidence of claims that support my position? 

 

 Students will think about their topic for argumentation that they chose from the debate 

list in the last class.  Students will think about what claims (reasons) support their 

position (argument), and what their personal experiences regarding the topic. 

 Students will create a list of claims supporting their position to research.  Using their 

laptops, they will collect evidence they can find on 2 of their main claims.  They will 

highlight, note-take, and copy/paste evidence from their search.  Students should note 

their sources.   

 For their third claim, students will use information from their prior knowledge/personal 

experiences, and document the details for all 3 claims on the Argument Claims sheet 

(Attachment #1). 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gsYUKRuphQI
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Summary:  Why is it important to use strong details in an argument?  How do they make my 

argument more valid? 

 

Day #2 

Aim:  How can we analyze the claims that support each side of the argument about a proposed 

law regarding clothing? 

 

 Students will take out their laptop computers and log into Achieve 3000.  They will 

complete the article, “It’s Not Just the Clothes.” 

 Students may work with a partner on the Thought Question 

 

Summary:  Which side of the argument contains the stronger claims and evidence?  Why? 

  

Additional Suggested Achieve 3000 Articles: 

1. Take Me Out to the Ballgame 

2. The Sun Shines on Freiberg 
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Attachment #1 

 

Name _______________________ 

 

Topic _______________________ 

 

Argument Claims (Reasons): 
 

A) Position (What is your argument?) about topic:   

 

 

 

 

B) Researched Claims- include proven 

information and source: 
 

1. _______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

 

2. _______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 
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Prior Knowledge/ Personal information: 
 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 
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Explorations Through Literacy 

Quarter 3, Lesson 3              Three Class Periods 

Unit: Crafting Effective Arguments 

 

Common Core Learning Standards: 

 Standard  Grade   Standard Number 

  

RI    7    3, 4  

W   7    2, 4, 9  

SL    7   1, 4  

L    7    1, 3, 5 

  

Motivation:   

Students will read the statement “It’s better to be an only child than to have siblings.”  Students 

will be split into groups:  agree/disagree with the topic.   With their groups, they will come up 

with 3 claims (reasons) that support their argument, and 1 detail that they think the other group 

may mention in their argument.  The groups will have a friendly debate, alternating their claims 

(reasons) for consideration.  At the end of 5 minutes, each team will identify one strong claim 

(reason) that the other side used in their argument.  

 

Instructional Materials: 

 Argument Writing Organizer (Attachment #1) 

 

Procedures and Pivotal Questions: 

 

Day #1 

Aim:  How can addressing a counterargument be important to your overall argument? 

 

 The teacher will explain what refuting an argument is:  when one has details/information 

to counter a claim (reason) that the other side mentions.  This is possible by collecting all 

of your data and being able to prove how the other side is not completely accurate or 

100% correct always. 

 For their own arguments, students will research one point from the opposing view of their 

own to understand and then refute with their own evidence.   

 With a partner, students will exchange ideas and discuss the point they are refuting.  The 

partner will determine if your case for refuting is strong or weak, and why.  

 Students will complete the Argument Writing Organizer (Attachment #1) for their topic. 

 

Summary:  Why is a counterargument important to an argument? 
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Day #2 

Aim:  How can we create an outline for our argument? 

 

 Students will continue working on their Argument Writing Organizer (Attachment #1).  

Once it is completed, they will turn their notes into paragraphs.   

 When all argument writing is completed, the students will get into groups of 3 and will 

listen to each other’s arguments.  They will provide feedback for each other.  Any 

corrections or additions to their work will be made.   

 

Summary:  How did having others assess your evidence help you? 

 

Day #3 

Aim:  How can we present our argument effectively? 

 

 When students walk in, they will pull a sheet of paper out of a fishbowl.  The paper will 

have another classmate’s name on it.  This will be the student whom they will debate 

against: they will listen to the other student’s presentation of their argument, and question 

them/counter them, to get that student to try to support their argument more deeply.  Each 

debate will last for 3 minutes. 

 We will debrief about the important aspects of a good argument- knowing your audience, 

having valid, strong evidence and examples, including prior knowledge and personal 

experiences, and being able to explain/support your claims coherently.   

 

Summary:  What is essential to include in a strong argument, and why? 

 

Additional Suggested Achieve 3000 Articles: 

1. Shakespeare Lost and Found? 

2. A New Da Vinci Code? 
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Attachment#1

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwimjbvwt6LVAhUGPD4KHWJpDi4QjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/436708495088437089/&psig=AFQjCNHnbyYiHqrRXuzW9LMov6RAhqW-yQ&ust=1501003475537250
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Explorations Through Literacy 

Quarter 4, Lesson 1             1 Class Period 

Unit: Research Using Multiple Sources 

 

Common Core Learning Standards: 

 Standard  Grade   Standard Number 

  

RI    7    1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 10  

W    7    1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11  

SL    7    1, 3, 4, 6  

L    7    1, 2, 3, 6 

  

Motivation:  Students will grab a slip of paper from the teacher as they walk in, which says, 

“How can I learn more about a topic I’m interested in?”  They will brainstorm their answer, jot 

down a quick response, and Turn and Talk to a partner to discuss. 

 

Instructional Materials: 

 Achieve 3000 

 KWL Chart (Attachment #1) 

 What Types of Sources Can I Use? chart (Attachment #2) 

 

Procedures and Pivotal Questions: 

Aim: How can I find valuable sources for a research project? 

 Students will do a whole class share out and the teacher will record answers on the 

Smartboard about different ways to learn more about a topic.  Answers may be such as: 

asking an expert in that area, asking a teacher or parent, going to the library to check out 

books, searching the internet for articles or studies, etc…  All of these sources will 

provide different types of information, and having a variety of information makes 

research more valid and interesting. 

 We will discuss how we will be working on a final research project to learn about topics 

relating to the topic of Health.  Students will work with a partner to do this project.  They 

may choose any subtopic of Health: diseases, lifestyle, being healthy, good habits for 

teens, etc…  The focus on Health will be finding problems and researching their effects 

and solutions.   

 Students will meet with their partner and discuss topic ideas.  When they have finalized 

their idea, they will call the teacher over for topic approval.   

 Partners will use a KWL Chart (Attachment #1) to brainstorm what they know and want 

to know about this topic.  
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 As a class, we will discuss which sources they may use.   They may use up to 3 internet 

articles, one real life interview with a teacher at school, 2 Achieve 3000 articles, 2 video 

clips, and 1 library book.  They can use any combination of these, but no more than the 

maximum specified, as they need a variety of sources.   

 We will review the “What Types of Sources Can I Use?” chart (Attachment #2) 

 Students will use their laptop computers to begin their search for sources on the research 

topics. 

 

Summary:  Why are a variety of sources helpful when conducting a research project? 

 

Additional Suggested Achieve 3000 Articles: 

Students can use the Achieve 3000 Search feature, to explore the health topics they have 

individually selected. 
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Attachment #1 

 

TOPIC:_________________________________ 
 

 

What I KNOW What I WANT 
to Know 

What I LEARNED 
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Attachment #2 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjIh6jWrsXVAhXl64MKHStXC5EQjRwIBw&url=http://guides.library.uwm.edu/spanish474&psig=AFQjCNEZpMcbEsjyJjjwkb7mmTXKfAI6GA&ust=1502203603001204
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Explorations Through Literacy 

Quarter 4, Lesson 2                2 Class Periods 

Unit: Research Using Multiple Sources 

 

Common Core Learning Standards: 

 Standard  Grade   Standard Number 

  

RI    7    1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 10  

W    7    1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11  

SL   7    1, 3, 4, 6  

L    7    1, 2, 3, 6 

  

Motivation:  Students will take out their KWL Chart and review what they wrote in the “W” 

column last class.  They will add 2-3 more ideas.  Students will share with the class some ideas 

they want to learn about while researching their topics.  All pairs will get a turn to share. 

 

Instructional Materials: 

 Achieve 3000 

 Research Source Chart (Attachment #1) 

 Problem/Solution/Justification Graphic Organizer (Attachment #2) 

https://doc.achieve3000.com/article/ProblemSolutionChart.pdf 

 

Procedures and Pivotal Questions: 

 

Day 1: 

Aim: How can I effectively research a topic and record data? 

 

 Students will continue to find and select their sources for research.  They will record each 

source chosen on the Research Source Chart (Attachment #1) 

 Students will use the rest of the period to conduct research, using all of their sources.  

They may record their findings on the Problem/Solution/Justification Graphic Organizer 

(Attachment #2) and continually add to this chart as they go through each of their 

sources. 

 

Summary:  Why is it essential to record data from research in a clear and organized way? 

 

Day 2: 

Aim:  What types of sources do I still need to locate? 

 Students will use the length of the period to continue researching their topics, using their 

sources, and adding to their collected information.   

https://doc.achieve3000.com/article/ProblemSolutionChart.pdf
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Summary:  Explain how you have a variety of sources that support your argument.  

 

Additonal Suggested Achieve 3000 Articles: 

Students can use the Achieve 3000 Search feature, to explore the health topics they have 

individually selected. 
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Attachment #1 

 

Research Source Chart 
Name of Source: Where I Found 

it: 

Why is this 

Source 

Useful? 
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Attachment #2 
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Explorations Through Literacy 

Quarter 4, Lesson 3             2 Class Periods 

Unit: Research Using Multiple Sources 

 

Common Core Learning Standards: 

 Standard  Grade   Standard Number 

  

RI    7    1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 10  

W   7   1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11  

SL   7    1, 3, 4, 6  

L    7    1, 2, 3, 6 

  

Motivation:  As a class, we will discuss what makes a presentation engaging.  Students will 

volunteer their ideas and share whole class.  Such ideas might be: clear speaking, enthusiasm, 

great examples to follow the data, and involving the class/ audience in the presentation. 

 

Instructional Materials: 

 Achieve 3000 

 Sentence Paragraph Frames (Attachment #1) 

https://cdn.achieve3000.com/assets/content/docs/KB/s/SentenceParagraphFrames.pdf 

 

Procedures and Pivotal Questions: 

 

Day 1: 

Aim: How can I present my research in an engaging way? 

 

 Student pairs will review the data and information collected throughout their research and 

complete any remaining research and exploration of their sources.  

 Teacher will review the presentation requirements for each group.   Students must present 

a general overview or (short summary) and data about problems/solutions of their health 

topic.  Students will use the Sentence Paragraph Frames (Attachment #1) to try to 

formalize their writing.   

 Next, they will rank their sources in order of most –least helpful, and explain why they 

deserve these rankings.  They must make up 5 multiple choice questions to ask the class 

at the end of their presentation.  These questions must be similar in format to the Achieve 

3000 activity questions.  This can be typed on a Google doc that can be shared and 

projected on the Smartboard.    

 Students will work on completing their presentations which will occur next class period.  

They must include at least one visual component. 

 

https://cdn.achieve3000.com/assets/content/docs/KB/s/SentenceParagraphFrames.pdf
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Day 2: 

Aim:  How can we reflect upon our research process? 

 

 Student pairs will have 3 minutes to review and prepare to present their research study to 

the class. 

 All pairs will present their research projects.  They will ask the class their multiple choice 

questions after they conclude presenting, and student volunteers will answer.   

 During the last 5 minutes of class, we will debrief on our research studies, and discuss 

our thoughts on how the research process was for each group.  What were the 

positives/negatives, what was most/least helpful, etc… 

 

Summary:  Why is it important to present data and research in an interesting and logical way? 

 

Additional Suggested Achieve 3000 Articles: 

Students can use the Achieve 3000 Search feature, to explore the health topics they have 

individually selected. 
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Attachment #1 
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