Vietnam: An Enduring Impact On American Culture
Subject & Grade Level: US History, Grades 9-12

Lesson Purpose: to provide learners with the opportunity to critically examine the division among the American populace over US military involvement in the Vietnam 

                     
Lesson Objectives:
 Learners will
· develop an awareness of the political, economic, and cultural conditions present in the US and Southeast Asia during the time of the Vietnam Conflict
· explore the factors that affected public perception of US involvement in the war
· consider the ethical and moral dilemma of personal participation in a controversial war within the traditional paradigm of duty and service to country
SC State Standard Addressed:
  Standard USHC-8.3: Explain the development of the war in Vietnam and its impact on American government and  

                                     politics,  including the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution and the policies of the Johnson administration, 

                                     protests and opposition to the war, the role of the media, the policies of the Nixon 

                                     administration, and the growing credibility gap that culminated in the Watergate scandal.

Student Materials Needed:
· paper
· writing implement
Procedure:
1. Instructor will show short clip from Forrest Gump – “They’re sending me to Vietnam” (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7wfyMrIs)
2. While showing slides #1 and #3 in accompanying PowerPoint presentation, instructor will discuss conditions and events that precipitated Vietnam Conflict and American intervention and involvement in the war
3. While showing slide #4, instructor will discuss controversial nature of US military involvement in the war and its effect on public opinion and support for the US war effort
4. Instructor will show YouTube video on Vietnam War protests (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yMNX6zyAmGs)
5. While showing slides #5-9, instructor will discuss concept of military draft and Selective Service

6. Instructor will introduce role play activity while displaying slide #10

7. Using slides #11-13, instructor will assign students, either individually or in small groups, to consider the given scenarios and respond to them

8. While showing slide #14, instructor will discuss possible options for each of the scenarios

9. For ASSESSMENT/REFLECTION: Instructor will present slides #15 and 16 and have students respond individually 
